May 9, 2003

Chief Warrant Officer David Williams went
down and they were captured by Iragis.

For several days, the families of the cap-
tives and the American public watched the ex-
cruciating television footage of our brave sol-
diers being interviewed by their captors.

We could tell by the looks on their faces
that they were unsure of their fates. In fact, as
Ron Young recently said, death seemed to be
an inevitability.

But their families held out hope. Without
new information, hope was all they had.

Weeks passed with no news and hope
turned to despair.

And on Palm Sunday, our despair turned to
jubilation, as advancing U.S. forces liberated
the POWs.

Many of us woke up that day to see the
Young family celebrating Ron’s freedom.

The Young family talked of their lasting
faith, of their hope. They talked of their love
for Ron and their excitement over his immi-
nent return. Mrs. Young, a day from her birth-
day, had her wish come true: She would, in-
deed, be reunited with her son.

Their joy was our joy. When American sol-
diers face danger in the name of freedom,
their compatriots rally behind them. We mourn
their setbacks; we hail their victories.

We celebrate the safe return of Ron Young
Jr., an American patriot and hero, to his family
in Georgia.

On May 9, the people of Douglas County,
Ga., will gather by the thousands to welcome
home Chief Warrant Officer Young.

And we also want to say thank you to Ron
Young and the thousands of other soldiers
who put their lives on the line to defend their
country and its people.

May God bless this country and its military.

IN RECOGNITION OF HEADMASTER
WILLIAM MECKLENBURG POLK
OF GROTON SCHOOL

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to rise today to honor William Meck-
lenburg Polk, Headmaster of the Groton
School in Groton, Massachusetts for twenty
five years of dedicated service as Head-
master.

Like his illustrious predecessors John
Crocker and Endicott Peabody, Bill Polk has
left a remarkable legacy at the school and has
touched the lives of thousands of young men
and women who attended Groton over that
span of time.

In his own words, “everyone who has at-
tended Groton or entrusted their children to its
care knows that Groton is a small, singular
school. Today, in a society that seems in-
creasingly to prize celebrity over character and
self over service, Groton puts character, intel-
lectual rigor, values, and service first.”

Mr. Speaker, from his days as a Groton stu-
dent, Bill Polk has epitomized Groton School
values in all his academic, athletic, religious
and pedagogic pursuits.

Appointed Headmaster in 1978, Bill Polk
has made it his business, in his own words, to
see that “Groton creates opportunities to cul-
tivate individually students’ minds and char-
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acters (and) as a church school, it inevitably
challenges students to discover their own
moral and spiritual values. Groton’s insistence
on the highest academic standards would mat-
ter little if its graduates, to borrow Walker Per-
cy's line, ‘earned straight A’s in school but
flunked life.””

Mr. Speaker, and colleagues, please join
me in saluting Headmaster Polk’s stewardship
and that of LuAnn Polk, his better half, for all
of their years of service and love of the young,
education and life.

———

SUICIDE PREVENTION WEEK

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, nearly all of our
lives have been touched by suicide at some
point, be it a family member, neighbor or
friend. It represents the darkest moment in a
life, and inevitably touches many other lives
with sadness and curiosity.

Suicide is a mental health issue that
crosses racial boundaries and deeply affects
every community in the United States. The
Hispanic community is no exception. As in
most communities, Hispanics find suicide a
difficult topic to broach. The stigma still at-
tached to mental health issues makes asking
for help difficult; but the most overwhelming
problem for most Hispanics is access to care
that will benefit them.

In 2000, 18% of Hispanic females aged 12—
17 were considered at risk for suicide, com-
pared to 16% of white females and 8% of His-
panic males. Only 32 percent of Hispanic fe-
male youths at risk for suicide receive mental
health treatment, according to the 2000 Na-
tional Household Survey on Drug Abuse.

In 1997, the Attorney General reported a
national survey of high school students
showed that Hispanic adolescents reported
more suicide attempts proportionally than both
whites and blacks.

Among Hispanic Americans with a mental
disorder, fewer than 1 in 11 contact mental
health specialists, while fewer than 1 in 5 con-
tact general health care providers. The figure
is even worse among Hispanic immigrants
with mental disorders where fewer than 1 in
20 use services from mental health specialists,
while fewer than 1 in 10 use services from
general health care providers.

Many times access to mental health serv-
ices can be difficult for individuals in Hispanic
communities, due to language barriers, which
keep them from accessing the critical assist-
ance they need to cope with their illness.

Mr. Speaker, suicide is a serious problem
among Hispanics, and other Americans. | want
to thank Congresswoman Napolitano and
Congressman Murphy for organizing the Men-
tal Health Caucus to bring members together
to shine light on the dark topic of suicide. |
also thank the gentlewoman from Brownsville,
Texas for organizing this special order to draw
attention to this important subject.
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THE CONTRIBU-
JUDGE JAMES

RECOGNIZING
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Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the contributions made by James Buchele
of Topeka, Kansas, to his city, county, state
and nation, over a lengthy and distinguished
public career that spans the thirty-five years |
have known him.

Jim Buchele stepped down from the Kansas
District Court bench in Shawnee County after
eighteen years of service in 1999. Prior to his
appointment, he served as United States At-
torney for Kansas. His legal career began in
1966 with private practice in Topeka, after
graduation from Washburn University School
of Law and Kansas State University. He also
served as City Attorney for Topeka and as
chief of staff for Representative Martha Keys
of Kansas' Second Congressional District. He
served four terms as a state representative in
the Kansas Legislature.

As an attorney and as a judge, Jim Buchele
was involved in a wide range of state and fed-
eral litigation. After stepping down from the
bench, Jim continued to serve as a profes-
sional mediator and arbitrator, as well as tak-
ing special assignments from the Kansas Su-
preme Court and serving as a member of the
Kansas Children’s Cabinet, which made rec-
ommendations regarding the management of
the funds Kansas receives from the tobacco
litigation settlement in order to finance pro-
grams and services for children.

Mr. Speaker, Roscoe Pound once said that
“Law is experience developed by reason and
applied continually to further experience.” This
sentence sums up Jim’s lifetime of service in
the law. During his time on the bench, for ex-
ample, he specialized in handling domestic re-
lations cases, including issues such as di-
vorce, property division, child custody and
other related matters. Shortly before he
stepped down from the bench, the Topeka
Capital-Journal published an article reviewing
the special interest and attention that Judge
Buchele brought to the family law docket in
Shawnee County. | include the article in the
RECORD and commend it to you and to my
colleagues as evidence of a career in the law
that brought tremendous benefits to Jim
Buchele’s community over a lengthy and suc-
cessful career. As Owen Fiss wrote in the
Harvard Law Review, “The function of the
judge—a statement of social purpose and a
definition of role—is not to resolve disputes,
but to give the proper meaning to our public
values.”

Please join me in saluting Jim Buchele as
he moves into full time retirement, where I'm
sure he will continue to serve his community
and nation at every possible opportunity.

JUDGE FOUND REWARDS IN FAMILY LAW
(By Steve Fry)

Shawnee County District Judge James
Buchele measures his impact as a family law
judge, in part, by a handful of cards and let-
ters he has received from people who passed
through his courtroom during divorces and
subsequent disputes.

“Thanks a bunch. | really appreciate all
that you have done,”” wrote a little girl, who
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told Buchele she was making A’s and B’s in
school.

Another is a letter from a mother, whose
children would be able to start college using
the backlogged child support Buchele had re-
covered for the family.

Yet another is a letter from a mother, who
hadn’t been paid child support for two or
three years before Buchele got it started
again.

“This year | will be able to put the boys in
Scouts,’””’ the woman wrote.

“l was really touched by that letter,”
Buchele said. “‘I never realized that that cost
was out of reach for some people sometimes
because the laws aren’t being enforced.

“It makes you appreciate the impact you
can have by taking on an area that most
judges and lawyers don’t like to mess with,”
he said, referring to family law.

There is a saying that in family law, espe-
cially divorces, you see good people at their
worst, and in criminal law, you see bad peo-
ple at their best as a defendant shows his
most positive image to influence jurors.

In the past, a district judge quickly could
tire of trying divorces, deciding child cus-
tody questions between contentious parents
and refereeing bitter domestic battles.

“That is the traditional take on what fam-
ily law is all about,” Buchele said. “That’s
not the way it is in Shawnee County any
more.”

Formulation of the ‘‘Shawnee County
Family Law Guidelines,”” mandatory attend-
ance at a workshop for divorcing parents,
the supervised exchange of children, the de-
velopment of family law into a speciality in
which about a dozen attorneys handle about
80 percent of the cases and reducing the
number of family law judges from nine to
two has helped quiet the local domestic bat-
tles, Buchele said.

In an area of law that normally is assigned
to a judge for a couple of years or so,
Buchele has handled family law in Shawnee
County for five years.

“l would rather see good people who are
struggling, especially when there are chil-
dren involved, and help them than sen-
tencing drug offenders when you wonder how
much good you’re doing,”” Buchele said.

Buchele said that in family law, there is a
real possibility to help someone, sometimes
if only to end a marriage that has gone bad.

After 18%> years, Buchele’s stint on the
Shawnee County District bench ends when
he retires Thursday.

The most harmful thing for a child whose
parents are divorcing is to witness the on-
going conflict between mother and father,
Buchele said, noting children whose parents
stay in conflict ‘“‘are the ones who have prob-
lems.”

“l put the kids’ interest first,”” Buchele
said, acknowledging sometimes his decisions
weren’t popular with the parents because
things weren’t ‘“‘equal.” But if being equal
means perpetuating the conflict between
parents, equal isn’t in the best interests of
the child, Buchele said.

Buchele handled many criminal trials, the
most memorable being the cases of Bobby
Jackson, Killer of three men in April 1994 at
a south Topeka strip bar, and Kenneth
“Kenny” Cook, who in September 1992
robbed a man of his drugs, shot him to death
with a black powder pistol, mutilated the
victim’s body to block his identification and
sank his body in a river.

Buchele, who sentenced Jackson, learned
of Jackson’s March 18, 1995, escape from the
Shawnee County Jail while reading a news-
paper in a Miami airport. Buchele, who had
sentenced Jackson to 72 years in prison for
convictions of two counts of first-degree
murder, one count of voluntary man-
slaughter and other charges, was shocked.
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““I wondered if he was looking for me,”” said
Buchele, who was a little afraid. “It was a
lightning bolt.”

Jackson was recaptured on March 22, 1995.

Buchele has a reputation for enforcing the
rules in the courtroom, including literally
keeping attorneys on their toes. A sitting at-
torney who spoke to Buchele would quietly
be instructed to stand when speaking to a
judge. A spectator entering the courtroom
with a cup of coffee in his hand would quick-
ly be shown the door.

Both are the examples of decorum in the
court, and Buchele’s model for courtroom
conduct was Judge Earl O’Connor, former
chief federal judge for the district of Kansas.

After hanging up his judicial robes,
Buchele will handle special assignments
throughout Kansas as a senior judge, sit on
the Kansas Court of Appeals to help ease a
backlog of cases and work full-time as a me-
diator and arbitrator in business and family
disputes.

“l think there will be a high demand,”
Buchele said. Dispute resolution is even find-
ing its way into criminal cases to resolve
charges before the case goes to trial. Buchele
is undecided how he feels about that. “It’s
certainly a revolutionary approach,”
Buchele said.

Buchele has also become a co-author with
the recent publication of ‘““Kansas Law and
Practice: Kansas Family Law.”” Co-author of
the legal work is Linda D. Elrod, a Washburn
University law professor.

——

COLUMBIA, TENNESSEE NATIVE
WINS NATIONAL TITLE

HON. LINCOLN DAVIS

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Charles Morrison, Jr. of Columbia,
Tennessee. The former Columbia Central High
graduate recently took top honors among a
field of 142 shooters at the 35th Annual ACUI
Intercollegiate Clay Target Championships.
Mr. Morrison is a freshman at Lindenwood
University in St. Charles, Missouri where he is
majoring in business.

The event, sponsored by the National
Shooting Sports Foundation, consisted of
teams from 22 colleges around the nation.
The competition was held at the National
Shooting Complex in San Antonio, Texas.

Morrison and his teammates finished with 5
shooters in the top 10, took the top four spots
in the women’s competition and captured first,
second and third in team competition.

| ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
Mr. Morrison all the best in the future. With
focus, determination, and skill aiding you the
sky is the limit.

——————

ADDRESS BEFORE THE STUDENT
GLOBAL AIDS CAMPAIGN,
MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE, VT

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 8, 2003

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, | wanted to
share with you some excerpts from remarks |
gave at Middlebury College on May 2, 2003
regarding the international AIDS crisis:
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Hello and thank you for inviting me to ad-
dress this very important gathering. While |
am most certainly not a great expert on this
issue, | am appreciative that | have this op-
portunity to exchange a few thoughts with
you.

The HIV virus respects no boundaries. In
every corner of the world, it strikes young
and old alike. Especially tragic, those in-
fected include staggering numbers of chil-
dren. Here are some numbers which should
sober us all:

Last year, over three million people died of
AIDS.

That represents nearly 8,500 persons dying
each day from AIDS.

Last year alone, five million previously
healthy people were infected with HIV.

Today, there are over 42 million people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS across the world.

No part of the world knows the devastation
of HIV/AIDS more than Sub-Saharan Africa.
Of the 42 million people living with the dis-
ease worldwide, over two-thirds—29 million
people—are in this poverty-stricken region.
8.8 percent of the adult population in sub-Sa-
hara Africa is infected with HIV/AIDS. And
that number is growing: Seventy percent of
the estimated 5 million new infections glob-
ally last year were in Sub-Saharan Africa.
Unbelievably, in Swaziland, 38.6 percent of
adults are infected.

Although the increase of AIDS/HIV infec-
tions has flattened in our own country, it
still remains a crisis here. In North America
overall, over one half of one percent of adults
15 to 49 years of age are infected, including
an infection rate in the Caribbean of nearly
two and a half percent.

How did the AIDS crisis get so dire? Part
of the answer has to do with a failure in the
American political system, a failure that
was often mirrored in other political systems
around the world.

The HIV virus was first identified in the
United States over 20 years ago. Public pol-
icy is supposed to identify problems in soci-
ety and come up with ways to make things
right. But owing to a great failure on the
part of many of our political and religious
leaders at the time, the disease was not con-
sidered a matter of concern: On the contrary,
it was met with ignorance, fear and, often,
complete indifference. Tragically, many pub-
lic figures used the appearance of AIDS as an
opportunity to make political gains among
right-wing voters by espousing the hateful
and destructive rhetoric of homophobia.
Some prominent religious conservatives
framed the epidemic as a divinely-ordained
blight upon gay men, while some
reactionaries in Congress went so far as to
consider bills proposing to quarantine gay
men.

During these critical years, at the dawn of
this pandemic, President Ronald Reagan re-
mained silent. Although his supporters liked
to call him “The Great Communicator,” it
took President Reagan seven years to pub-
licly acknowledge the existence of the dis-
ease. AIDS, which in 1981—the first year of
Reagan’s term in office—had been diagnosed
in roughly 335 people and took the lives of
158, exploded exponentially while he and his
administration maintained a regime of si-
lence in the face of the growing pandemic.
Six years later, in 1987, when President
Reagan finally uttered the word ““AIDS” in
public, over 71,000 people had been diagnosed
in the United States and over 41,000 of them
had died. In those shameful years of silence,
the number of HIV/AIDS diagnoses had
jumped 21,000 percent; the number of AIDS
deaths had jumped 25,900 percent.

The failure of U.S. leadership, as well as
political leadership around the world, at the
outset of this crisis was blatant and unfor-
givable. Ignorance and denial and a stark
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