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won universal respect and admiration of fac-
ulty, staff, students, administrators and com-
munity leaders.’’ Mr. Speaker, I share this 
view wholeheartedly. 

Frances Lee’s contributions to the CCSF 
community make up only one part of her ex-
traordinary forty-year legacy to the City of San 
Francisco. A dedicated social worker, she 
acted as Executive Director of the Chinese 
Newcomers Service Center for more than a 
decade, where she used her talents to edu-
cate America’s newest residents about our 
language and society. Ms. Lee has also been 
a civil rights champion in the Bay Area, serv-
ing on the Board of Directors of Chinese for 
Affirmative Action for the past 19 years and 
fighting to open the doors of America’s 
schools and businesses to all Americans, re-
gardless of race, religion, gender, and sexual 
orientation. 

The causes and organizations to which 
Frances Lee has devoted herself mirror the 
breadth of her passion. From the Center for 
Southeast Asian Refugees to the San Fran-
cisco Bilingual Vocational Training Program, 
her commitment to the Bay Area community 
has enriched our lives. 

Mr. Speaker, the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors has declared May 9th as 
‘‘Frances Lee Day’’ in the City and County of 
San Francisco. I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the achievements of this out-
standing woman, and in congratulating her on 
her retirement.
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A TRIBUTE TO MS. CONNIE MITCH-
ELL, WINNER OF DELAWARE’S 
HOME-BASED BUSINESS ADVO-
CATE AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ms. Connie Mitchell—winner of 
the Delaware Home-Based Business Advocate 
Award. Ms. Mitchell earned this honor through 
her work as President of Mitchell Business 
Services. 

As you know, advocates for small and 
home-based business have always been ex-
tremely important to the economic vitality of 
each State and to our national economy. 
Home-based businesses provide opportunities 
for millions of people to earn a living and pro-
vide financial stability for their families. 
Through her work, Connie has distinguished 
herself and many other home-based business 
advocates in Delaware’s small business com-
munity. 

Throughout my years in public service I 
have consistently counted Delaware’s home-
based businesses to be amongst the very best 
in the country, and recognition of Ms. Mitchell 
further confirms my belief. 

Connie Mitchell’s accomplishments and in-
novative leadership in the community have 
placed Mitchell Business Services and many 
other home-based businesses in a position to 
rise above and meet the challenges of the fu-
ture; I commend her on her receipt of this 
award and I look forward to Ms. Mitchell’s con-
tinued success.

A TRIBUTE TO RYAN GERMAN, 
WINNER OF THE DELAWARE 
YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Ryan German, owner of Caffe 
Gelato in Newark, Delaware and winner of the 
Delaware Young Entrepreneur award. 

Mr. German established Caffe Gelato in 
Downtown Newark during his senior year as a 
business student at the University of Dela-
ware. It has since turned into one of the most 
popular eateries in the city thanks to the ef-
forts, dedication and creativity of its owner, Mr. 
German. 

Throughout my years in public service I 
have consistently counted Delaware’s small 
businesses amongst the very best in the coun-
try. Mr. German’s recognition further confirms 
my belief. 

As you know, small businesses have always 
been extremely important to the economic vi-
tality of each State and to our national econ-
omy. Small businesses account for the major-
ity of all new jobs being created daily, and 
provide opportunities for millions of people to 
earn a living and provide financial stability for 
their families. Through his work, Ryan has dis-
tinguished himself as an outstanding leader in 
the small business community. 

Ryan German’s accomplishments and entre-
preneurial skills have placed Caffe Gelato in a 
position to rise above and meet the challenges 
of the future; I commend him on his receipt of 
this award and I look forward to Mr. German’s 
continued success.
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Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to re-
member and honor the life of my friend, Mr. 
Sunil ‘‘Sunny’’ Aghi, who recently passed 
away. 

Sunny’s colleagues and the community will 
always remember his activism, dynamism and 
deep sense of commitment to the democratic 
principles. He believed passionately in the 
democratic process and worked to support 
that process. As a leader of the Indo American 
community, he brought issues of importance 
to the community to the forefront of the polit-
ical debate. Sunny’s leadership inspired other 
Indian Americans to become engaged and 
civically involved. 

Sunny also fought diligently to bridge the di-
vide between the United States and India. He 
sought to promote a positive relationship be-
tween India and the United States through an 
open, honest and productive dialogue between 
the two nations. 

Mr. Aghi’s dedication to serving the commu-
nity was unrivaled and his passing has left a 
void. I am deeply saddened by his sudden 
passing and join his family, friends, col-

leagues, and the Indian American community 
in mourning his death. Today I rise to ask 
Congress to pay tribute to Sunny’s energy, 
passion and dedication.
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CENTRAL NEW JERSEY HONORS 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF 
GREATER MIDDLESEX COUNTY, 
THE U.S.-ISRAEL RELATIONSHIP 
AND FIFTY-FIVE YEARS OF 
ISRAELI STATEHOOD 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Middlesex County whose members will dem-
onstrate their support for the U.S.-Israel rela-
tionship on May 4, 2003 with a Middlesex 
County community wide ‘‘Walk for Israel’’ in 
Johnson Park, Highland Park, New Jersey. I 
applaud the members of the Jewish Federa-
tion not only for their commitment to Israel, but 
for the service they provide to the less fortu-
nate members of our Central New Jersey 
community. Their heartfelt work to improve the 
lives of others regardless of race, religion, or 
ethnicity is a testament to their humanity and 
we are proud to have them here in New Jer-
sey. 

I also rise today to recognize the strong 
U.S.-Israel relationship and to celebrate the 
55th year of Israeli Statehood. Since it was 
founded in 1948 and with prompt U.S. rec-
ognition, Israel has stood firm as an ally of the 
United States and its interests in the Middle 
East. Our citizens maintain a deeply rooted 
friendship based upon common interests, a 
shared commitment to democracy, individual 
freedoms, and a rejection of extremism and 
terrorism. 

New Jerseyans have a special relationship 
with Israel. We have a special sister state re-
lationship with the State of Israel through the 
New Jersey-Israel Commission. Israel, as a 
valued partner in trade and cultural exchange, 
receives the continued support of our citizens. 

Since 1948, the State of Israel has com-
mitted itself to living in harmony and mutual 
respect with its neighbors and to arriving at a 
peaceful solution to the conflict with the Pal-
estinians. For most of the last three years, 
however, Israelis and Palestinians have found 
themselves in a violent and crippling deteriora-
tion of relations. Thousands have died in hor-
rible violence that has torn through the hearts 
of both the Israeli and Palestinian commu-
nities. 

With the introduction of the so-called ‘‘Road-
map’’ yesterday by President Bush, I hope we 
are at a renewed moment of hope. The people 
of New Jersey believe that the future security 
of Israel depends upon bringing end to ter-
rorism, bloodshed, and human suffering and to 
establishing a just, permanent peace with the 
Palestinians. 

I rise today in recognition of the Jewish Fed-
eration of Greater Middlesex County, the spe-
cial U.S.-Israel relationship, and to celebrate 
55 years of Israeli independence. Let us com-
mit ourselves to work together with Israel so 
that she will enjoy her next 55 years at peace 
with her neighbors.
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HONORING CHRISTOPHER STER-

LING BRENNECKE FOR EARNING 
THE RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Christopher Sterling Brennecke, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 1082, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in such scout activities as 
the H. Roe Bartle Scout Reservation for 7 
years and the Philmont Scout Ranch. Over the 
11 years he has been involved in scouting, he 
has earned 31 merit badges. Additionally, 
Christopher has held several leadership posi-
tions, serving as quartermaster, historian, 
scribe, librarian, patrol leader, assistant patrol 
leader and senior patrol leader. Christopher 
also has been honored for his numerous 
scouting achievments with such awards as the 
Arrow of Light Award, the God and Country 
Award and Warrior in the Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Christopher 
landscaped around the front of the Buckner 
Elementary School as well as the courtyard. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Christopher Sterling Brennecke 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout.
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A TRIBUTE TO SAM CALAGIONE, 
PRESIDENT OF DOGFISH HEAD 
BREWERY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Mr. Sam Calagione, President of 
Dogfish Head Brewery and winner of the Dela-
ware Small Business Person of the Year 
Award. 

Throughout my years in public service I 
have consistently counted Delaware’s small 
businesses amongst the very best in the coun-
try. Mr. Calagione’s recognition further con-
firms my belief. 

As you know, small businesses have always 
been extremely important to the economic vi-
tality of each State and to our national econ-
omy. Small businesses account for the major-
ity of all new jobs being created daily, and 
provide opportunities for millions of people to 
earn a living and provide financial stability for 
their families. Through his work, Sam has dis-
tinguished himself as an outstanding leader in 
the small business community. 

Sam Calagione’s accomplishments and en-
trepreneurial skills have placed Dogfish Head 
Brewery in a position to rise above and meet 
the challenges of the future; I commend him 
on his receipt of this award and I look forward 
to Mr. Calagione’s continued success.

A TRIBUTE TO DR. ALLEN 
BARNETT, RECOGNIZED FOR 
DELAWARE ENTREPRENEURIAL 
SUCCESS 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to Dr. Allen Barnett—President and 
CEO of AstroPower. A position which has 
earned him recognition in Delaware for his En-
trepreneurial success. 

Dr. Barnett has established one of the larg-
est and fastest growing independent solar 
electric power companies in the world. Dr. 
Allen Barnett’s creative, insightful and nec-
essary foray into sustainable energy is not 
only beneficial to the entire population for eco-
logical reasons but also for its economic stim-
ulus. 

Throughout my years in public service I 
have consistently counted Delaware’s cutting 
edge entrepreneurs amongst the very best in 
the country. Dr. Allen Barnett’s recognition fur-
ther confirms my belief. 

Dr. Barnett’s accomplishments and innova-
tive leadership in the community have placed 
AstroPower in a position to rise above and 
meet the challenges of the future; I commend 
him on his receipt of this award and I look for-
ward to Dr. Barnett’s continued success.
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RECOGNIZING HAROLD O. 
JOHANSON 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the numerous contributions of Mr. Har-
old O. Johanson on the occasion of his recent 
retirement as City Manager of El Monte, CA. 

A long time resident of El Monte, Mr. 
Johanson has dedicated his life to serving the 
city. He began his career with the city of El 
Monte as a Planning Intern in 1967. Three 
years later, he became an official employee of 
the city as an Assistant Planner. He quickly 
rose through the city ranks and over the years 
has held several positions including Planning 
Director, Director of Community Services, and 
City Manager. 

Over the course of this impressive career, 
Mr. Johanson dramatically changed the land-
scape of the city. Some of his greatest accom-
plishments were overseeing the establishment 
of the El Monte Aquatic Center, the Santa Fe 
Plaza Redevelopment Project, three First Time 
Home Buyer Programs, and numerous com-
mercial centers that brought much needed 
revenue to the city. The city flourished under 
Mr. Johanson’s strategic and watchful leader-
ship. 

As the current Treasurer for the San Gabriel 
Valley Boys and Girls Club and Secretary of 
the Downtown El Monte Business Association 
Board of Directors, and member of the 
Kiwanis Club, he has always been active in 
the community outside his work. While many 
will miss his presence in city hall, I know he 
will continue to work with the community. 

On April 24, 2003, the city of El Monte 
thanked Mr. Johanson for his years of com-

mitted work. I also would like to thank Mr. 
Johanson and recognize his dedicated service 
to the community of El Monte.
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CENTRAL NEW JERSEY CELE-
BRATES MEGAN BOYLE FOR HER 
RECEIPT OF THE CORE OF THE 
ARC ANNUAL DISTINGTUSIHED 
CITIZEN AWARD 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
thank Megan Boyle for her volunteer service. 
She has been chosen by CORE of the ARC, 
a coalition of local social service agencies, law 
enforcement officials, educators and commu-
nity activists, that seeks out and honors youth 
who have voluntarily given outstanding service 
to those with disabilities in the school commu-
nity. She is a senior at East Brunswick High 
School and she has worked actively as a vol-
unteer for the Sayerville Association for Brain 
Injured Children for three and one half years. 

Megan’s aunt introduced her to the Associa-
tion for Brain Injured Children and after partici-
pating in the Saturday program two or three 
times, she was committed. She volunteers 
each Saturday helping with art, board games, 
exercise, sports and other activities. Her com-
mitment expanded to summer camp with the 
Association over the past three summers. 

Megan has displayed a variety of talents 
working with both autistic children and children 
with Down’s syndrome. She has helped the 
children progress in the areas of learning skills 
and socialization skills. Her success and con-
fidence gained her a promotion at the summer 
camp. Her new responsibility put her in the 
leadership position of being in charge of seven 
counselors and twenty children for six weeks. 

It is only through the generosity of time and 
spirit of individuals like Megan that our com-
munity can meet the needs of those with dis-
abilities. It is not often that someone as young 
as Megan is so willing to share of her time 
and expertise. She tells us she is richer for 
this dedication to improving the lives of others. 
Clearly the individuals she has befriended and 
served are also better off. 

I ask that all the members join me in con-
gratulating Megan Boyle as a recipient of the 
CORE of the ARC’s Annual Distinguished Cit-
izen Award.
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HONORING KYLE ALAN 
BRENNECKE FOR EARNING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Kyle Alan Brenncke, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 1082, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in such scout activities as the H. 
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