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our commitment to an
branch of government.

This year on May 7th, the Chattanooga Bar
Association will honor the legal community of
Chattanooga, Tennessee with their annual
Law Day luncheon. During the luncheon, the
Chattanooga Bar Association will honor Judith
P. Medearis with the 2003 “Liberty Bell
Award.” This award, given to a person who is
not in the legal profession, is one of the CBA’s
highest honors. The purpose of the “Liberty
Bell Award” is to recognize community service
that has strengthened the American system of
freedom under law. In selecting the recipient
of this award, the Chattanooga Bar Associa-
tion considers activities which (1) promote a
better understanding of our Constitution and
the Bill of Rights; (2) encourage a greater re-
spect for the law and the courts; (3) stimulate
a deeper sense of individual responsibility so
that citizens recognize their duties as well as
their rights; (4) contribute to the effective func-
tioning of our institutions of government; and
(5) foster a better understanding and apprecia-
tion of the rule of law. | ask all Members of the
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating Judith Medearis for her contribution
to the Chattanooga community.

Beginning in 1999, the CBA began awarding
a college scholarship to the winner of the An-
nual Law Day Essay Contest. This year's
theme was “Celebrate Your Freedom—Inde-
pendent Courts Protect Our Liberties”. Megan
Galbreth, a Junior at Girls Preparatory School
is the winner for 2003. | join the CBA in con-
gratulating Megan for her award-winning
essay.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the United States House
of Representatives join me in thanking the
Board of Governors of the Chattanooga Bar
Association for their contributions and commit-
ment to the legal profession and to the Chat-
tanooga community. The members of the
Board of Governors Executive Committee are:
Lynda Minks Hood, Executive Director; Honor-
able Rebecca J. Stern, President; Alan L.
Cates, President-Elect; Michael K. Alston,
Secretary-Treasurer; Harold L. North, Jr., Im-
mediate Past President. Board members in-
clude: William H. Cox, Ill; James M. Haley, 1V;
Cynthia D. Hall; Steven M. Jacoway; Jason L.
Thomas; Joseph R. White and Wade Hinton.

——————

COMMENDING EDWARD J.
MCELROY OF THE BUREAU OF
IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS EN-
FORCEMENT

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
call to the attention of the House Mr. Edward
J. McElroy, an extraordinary federal em-
ployee—a person who would typically be re-
ferred to in this chamber as a bureaucrat. In-
deed, he is one, the interim director of the De-
partment of Justice’s new Bureau of Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement in New York.
But in my community in New York, we don'’t
think of him as a bureaucrat, or as a cog in
the impersonal and vast machinery of the fed-
eral government. In Queens, Ed McElroy is a
hero.

About 3 weeks ago | called him after discov-
ering that a young man in my community, Mo-
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hammad Sarfaraz Hussain, was on the verge
of being deported. Now eighteen, this young
man came to New York from Pakistan when
he was a seven year old little boy, to be with
his mother as she died in the hospital. Only a
few short years later, his father died of a heart
attack leaving him an orphan.

Despite these tragedies, Mohammad thrived
in Queens. Living with his aunt and uncle, and
with the support of his siblings and cousins,
his school and his friends, Mohammad has
grown to be the kind of young man all of us
hope our society produces: decent, modest
and responsible, a varsity basketball player
with a crowd of friends and a bright future
ahead of him.

But in February, after reporting to immigra-
tion officials in New York under the special
registration program implemented after 9/11 to
screen male aliens from high-risk states, Mo-
hammad was told that he was in our country
illegally and that our federal government would
seek his deportation. He was supposed to ap-
pear before a federal judge today.

A terrible tragedy was unfolding, a young
man, an orphan, who since he was in second
grade had only known life in America, was
only weeks away from being sent to Pakistan,
where he had no family and knew no one.

Mr. Speaker, this scenario is not what we
had in mind when the special screening proce-
dures were put in place. The new screening
policy makes a lot of sense for the security of
our nation, it made no sense when applied in
this case. The most threatening thing about
Mohammad Hussain is his jump shot.

But the story has a happy ending Mr.
Speaker because in New York, the federal
government is lucky enough to have Ed
McElroy making decisions about the enforce-
ment of immigration laws.

Instead of ducking his head, instead of hid-
ing behind rules and regulations to avoid mak-
ing a decision, Ed McElroy did the kind of job
we all hope our federal employees will do. He
investigated, he looked deeper, he performed
due diligence, he protected the interests of the
United States and most importantly, he did the
right thing.

After taking all the steps necessary to en-
sure that America’s interests were met first,
Ed McElroy notified me that he had reviewed
Mr. Hussain's case would exercise prosecu-
torial discretion in not removing him from the
United States.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot to be proud of in
a case like this. There is, of course, Moham-
mad Hussain, a young man like millions of
others who has come to this country in tragic
circumstances and has come to know, love
and live the American dream.

And, making the continuation of this Amer-
ican story possible is a federal employee, a
bureaucrat. A hero named Ed McElroy who
understands that his responsibility as a guard-
ian of our nation’s borders and laws is not just
the implementation of regulations, but the use
of judgement in the pursuit of justice.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to call the House’s
attention to the great job Ed McElroy has
done, and | know the whole House will join me
in thanking him for his service, which is a
credit to the entire United States government.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO WEST AN-
CHORAGE HIGH SCHOOL STU-
DENTS

HON. DON YOUNG

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to applaud the more than 1200 students
from across the United States that traveled to
Washington, D.C. this past weekend to com-
pete in the national finals of the We the Peo-
ple: The Citizen and the Constitution program.
Administered by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation and funded by the U.S. Department of
Education, We the People is the most exten-
sive educational program in the country devel-
oped specifically to educate young people
about the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

| am proud to announce that students from
West Anchorage High School in Anchorage
represented the state of Alaska in this national
event. These young scholars have worked
conscientiously to reach the national finals by
participating at local and statewide competi-
tions. As a result of their experience, they
have gained a deep knowledge and under-
standing of the fundamental principles and val-
ues of our constitutional democracy. For the
first time in the competition’s history, a team
from Alaska participated in the events’ final
round and finished the competition in 4th
Place.

The three-day We the People national com-
petition is modeled after hearings in the United
States Congress. The hearings consist of oral
presentations by high school students before a
panel of adult judges on constitutional topics.
The students are given an opportunity to dem-
onstrate their knowledge while they evaluate,
take, and defend positions on relevant histor-
ical and contemporary issues. Their testimony
is followed by a period of questioning by the
judges who probe the students’ depth of un-
derstanding and ability to apply their constitu-
tional knowledge.

The We the People program provides cur-
ricular materials at upper elementary, middle,
and high school levels. The curriculum not
only enhances students’ understanding of the
institutions of American constitutional democ-
racy, it also helps them identify the contem-
porary relevance of the Constitution and Bill of
Rights. Critical thinking exercises, problem-
solving activities, and cooperative learning
techniques help develop participatory skills
necessary for students to become active, re-
sponsible citizens.

Independent studies by the Educational
Testing Service (ETS) revealed that students
enrolled in the We the People program at
upper elementary, middle, and high school
levels “significantly outperformed comparison
students on every topic of the tests taken.”
Another study by Richard Brody at Stanford
University discovered that students involved in
the We the People program develop greater
commitment to democratic principles and val-
ues than do students using traditional text-
books and approaches.

| am proud to have the class from West An-
chorage High School represent my home state
of Alaska and | applaud their historic 4th Place
finish. It is inspiring to see these young people
advocate the fundamental ideals and prin-
ciples of our government, ideas that identify us
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as a people and bind us together as a nation.
It is important for future generations to under-
stand these values and principles, which we
hold as standards in our endeavor to preserve
and realize the promise of our constitutional
democracy. | wish these young “constitutional
experts” the best of luck in all of their future
endeavors.

———

IMPROVING EDUCATION RESULTS
FOR CHILDREN WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. MAX SANDLIN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1350) to reauthor-
ize the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act, and for other purposes:

Mr. SANDLIN. Mr. Chairman, | rise today to
speak regarding H.R. 1350, the Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act.

It is with great regret that | feel compelled
to vote against the IDEA reauthorization bill. |
had looked forward to voting on a bill that fi-
nally provides adequate resources for students
with disabilities, their families, and teachers. |
had looked forward to voting on a bill that
would continue to protect the unique needs of
children with disabilities. Unfortunately, the
measure offered by the majority failed on both
these counts and does a disservice to the
teachers and the children that they serve.

| am profoundly disappointed that once
again our Congress has failed to live up to the
funding promises of the original Individuals
with Disabilities Education Act, passed in
1975. The original bill recognized our federal
responsibility to help states provide a free and
appropriate public education to students with
disabilities. While the original law promised to
fund 40% of states’ costs to educate these
special needs children, Congress has never
funded more than 18%. Without appropriate
funds, schools are caught in a failing bal-
ancing act, trying to provide adequate re-
sources to students with disabilities while also
meeting the needs of typical students. | know
the rural schools in the First District of Texas
simply cannot wait any longer for the relief
they so badly need. We should have finally
committed ourselves to fulfilling the promise of
IDEA with mandatory funding for these stu-
dents. Anything less is unacceptable.

| am also deeply concerned regarding the
discipline provisions in H.R. 1350 for children
with disabilities. No one believes that teachers
and principals should not have the right to dis-
cipline students. However, this bill eliminates
protections that children with disabilities de-
serve in consideration of their limitations. Cur-
rent law requires schools to determine wheth-
er a student’s actions were the result of a dis-
ability before determining a punishment. This
new bill does not do so and puts more stu-
dents at risk for suspension or expulsion. It is
important that we retain protections for the
best interests of these children, and remember
the challenges they endure.

This IDEA bill also fails to protect families
who feel their school system is not complying
with their children’s needs. Previously there
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was no statute of limitations on parents’ rights
to file grievances against the schools. This
new bill requires that they do so within one
year of the incident. Often times parents aren’t
aware of the rights that their children are enti-
tled to under IDEA and do not fully understand
what services would best suit their child. While
we should discuss the need for closure on po-
tential liability for schools, certainly parents
should have more than one year to appeal
their schools’ decisions.

My mother was a school teacher for 30
years and has well impressed upon me the
challenges of teaching children with disabilities
without the resources to back it up. | have
talked with parents of special needs children
at length about the struggles they face in get-
ting their children the services they so badly
need. Our parents and teachers desperately
need our help and this bill fails to meet the
mark. For these reasons, | cannot support the
IDEA re-authorization bill, but will continue to
fight in Congress to give our communities the
educational resources they deserve.

————————

TRIBUTE TO AIR FORCE LT.
GENERAL ROGER DEKOK

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the life and career of my friend, Air
Force Lt. General Roger DeKok.

General DeKok died suddenly last week
while on a business trip. My heartfelt condo-
lences, and those of the many individuals in
the South Bay he commanded and who were
his friends, go to his wife, Carol, and family.

| first met General DeKok when he assumed
command in August 1996 of the Space and
Missile Systems Center (SMC) at Los Angeles
Air Force Base in my district. SMC is the Air
Force’s pre-eminent procurement center for
space-based systems, including the nation’s
sophisticated surveillance satellites and tech-
nology to track and intercept enemy missiles.

Commander of SMC for only two years,
General DeKok excelled in motivating people.
His loyalty, warmth and kind personality are
virtues for which he will be remembered.
Under his leadership, SMC continued its tradi-
tion of excellence and continued to produce
many of the high quality space-based systems
necessary for the war fighter of the 21st cen-
tury.

General DeKok’s activities and passion cen-
tered on the frontiers of outer space. He
served in numerous space plans and oper-
ations positions, from detachment level to
space policy work in the White House, and
commanded two space wings.

While serving at the Pentagon in 1983, he
coordinated the Air Force Space Plan. During
his assignment to the White House National
Security Council, he helped develop and co-
ordinate the U.S. National Space Policy that
was signed by President Reagan in January
1988. Prior to assuming his last position as
vice commander of Air Force Space Com-
mand at Peterson AFB, he served as deputy
chief of staff for plans and programs at Head-
quarters U.S. Air Force, where he was respon-
sible to the secretary of the Air Force and the
chief of staff for planning, programming and
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manpower activities within the corporate Air
Force.

General DeKok retired from the Air Force in
April 2002 after 34 years of service and joined
TRW Inc., which was later acquired by Nor-
throp Grumman Corp. At the time of his pass-
ing, he was vice president and deputy general
manager of Northrop Grumman’s Command,
Control & Intelligence Division.

Roger DeKok deserves the thanks of a
grateful nation. He will be sorely missed by his
family, friends and the communities he served.

——

CONGRATULATING CHARTER
SCHOOLS ACROSS THE UNITED
STATES FOR THEIR ONGOING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATION

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 29, 2003

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Education and Workforce Committee,
as well as co-chair of National Charter School
Week, | strongly support the H. Res. 204, leg-
islation honoring National Charter Schools
Week.

Public schools are America’s commitment to
providing a high quality education for every
child. | am dedicated to ensuring that all chil-
dren have the opportunity to receive a quality
education regardless of what public school
they attend. This includes charter schools,
which are models of successful education re-
form and one of the fastest growing education
innovations working to improve our public edu-
cation.

As a National Co-Chair of Charter Schools,
| would like to take a minute to celebrate the
first decade of Charter Schools in the United
States. Traditionally, charter schools are inde-
pendent public schools, designed and oper-
ated by educators, parents, community mem-
bers and others. Since the first charter school
began operation in 1992 in St. Paul, Min-
nesota, the number of charter schools has
grown to nearly 2,700, serving 500,000 stu-
dents around the country.

| am proud to say that we currently have
128 charter schools operating across the state
of Wisconsin. In my congressional district
alone, we have 20 charter schools presently
and that number grows each year.

Just last week, | took the opportunity to visit
the LaCrosseroads Charter School in my
hometown of La Crosse, Wisconsin, and was
impressed by all of the wonderful things that
have been accomplished there in just the past
several years. The interests, involvement and
stewardship of these charter school students
extend well beyond La Crosse and reach out
beyond the borders of this country with their
active participation in the Red Cross School
Chest Program. For  this program,
LaCrosseroads students have been collecting
school supplies for Red Cross distribution to
children in other countries, who are unable to
attend school because of war or natural disas-
ters.

Charter schools have consistently been at
the forefront of my priority list, and | am
pleased that Wisconsin is one of seven states
with over 100 exceptional charter schools. |
have consistently advocated for increased
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