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Wojniak, Sr.—Beloved family man, World War
Il veteran, community leader, and friend and
mentor to many.

Mr. Wojniak was born in 1919 in the St.
Hyacinth area of Cleveland. As a young boy,
he moved with his family to West Virginia
where his father found work as a coal miner.
Tragically, in 1935, Mr. Wojniak’s father died
in a mining accident. His family remained in
West Virginia for a few years. After Mr.
Wojniak graduated from high school, his family
relocated to Pittsburgh. Soon after, World War
Il broke out. Mr. Wojniak enlisted in the U.S.
Army 815 Engineers Corps, and fought in Italy
and Northern Africa. He returned to Cleveland
after the war, and enrolled in college at West-
ern Reserve University. In 1951, he graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree, and in 1954,
he graduated with a Master of Science degree
in Social Administration. During college, he
met and married Jennie Pogroszewski.

Together, Mr. and Mrs. Wojniak raised four
children. His life revolved around family, com-
munity, faith and heritage. His professional life
was dedicated to helping others. For more
than a quarter century, Mr. Wojniak worked on
behalf of our elderly at the State of Ohio De-
partment of Aging. His deep affection for his
Cleveland community and his Polish heritage
were clearly reflected through his civic involve-
ment and volunteer spirit. Mr. Wojniak worked
diligently to secure an official proclamation to
name the Broadway-Forman area of Slavic
Village as “Solidarity Square. *“ Throughout his
adult life, Mr. Wojniak was highly active in vet-
erans’ groups and Polish fraternal organiza-
tions, including the Polish National Alliance
and the Polish American Congress. Notably,
Mr. Wojniak was the longest-serving President
of Polish-Americans, Inc.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and remembrance of Edward John
Wojniak, beloved husband of Jennie, beloved
father of Barbara, Elizabeth, Edward and Mi-
chael; beloved grandfather of nine; beloved
brother, and trusted and loyal friend to many.
Mr. Wojniak's joyous life was defined by his
deep dedication to family, and his exceptional
service to community and country. His strong
spirit, energy and good works have served to
uplift the lives of countless individuals, fami-
lies—and the entire Cleveland community.

——

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT FOR
CUBAN OPPOSITION DAY

HON. LINCOLN DIAZBALART

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | ask that the following Proclamation
by the Miami-Dade County Office of the Mayor
and the Board of County Commissioners be
included in the RECORD.

Whereas: As the Apostle of the Cuban Inde-
pendence Jose Marti once said: ‘“‘Liberty is
very expensive and it is necessary either to
resign oneself to live without it or to decide
to pay its price;” and

Whereas: Realizing that Cubans are per-
secuted and exiled in their own land, de-
prived of their most elemental rights, fired
from their jobs, subjected to a cruel and sys-
tematic hate campaign, and suffering defa-
mation towards them and their families, the
thousands of men and women, that for years
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have confronted with civic activism that tyr-
anny, deserve the admiration and support of
all; and

Whereas: On Monday, May 13, 2002, coin-
ciding with the 71st Anniversary of Pedro
Luis Boitel’s birthday, a Cuban murdered by
the Castro regimen, a group of Cuban exile
institutions have agreed to declare May 13th,
“International Support for the Cuban Oppo-
sition Day,” and

Whereas: The efforts of these Cuban orga-
nizations are not only against the Fidel Cas-
tro dictatorship, but against all forms of op-
pression anywhere on earth, because the de-
fense of human rights does not know bound-
aries of any particular nation, thus the rep-
resentatives of these organizations invite
Cubans, inside and outside the island, as well
as those sympathetic to this worth cause, to
join this noble effort; and

Whereas: It is fitting and proper that offi-
cial acknowledgement be given to the orga-
nizers, and participants of these plethora of
organizations, and wish them complete suc-
cess in their quest for a Cuba with liberty
and justice for all;

Now Therefore: Be It Resolved, That I,
Alex Penelas, Mayor of Miami-Dade County,
Florida, On Behalf Of The Board of County
Commissioners And This Community, do
hereby proclaim Monday, May 13, 2002, as
International Support for the Cuban Opposi-
tion Day.

In Observance Thereof: | call upon the good
people of Miami-Dade County to join me in
recognizing the importance of this endeavor
aimed to obtain the most laudable aspira-
tions of the human race—to live in freedom.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF 55 YEARS OF
ISRAELI INDEPENDENCE

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
acknowledge that on May 7, 2003 the State of
Israel will be celebrating its independence and
fifty five years of statehood. Since its founding
in 1948, Israel has served as a staunch ally
on behalf of America’s vital interests in the
Middle East and internationally.

Mr. Speaker, being that the citizens of the
United States and Israel maintain a deeply
rooted friendship based upon a commonality
of interests and shared core ideals, including
a dedication to democracy and individual free-
doms, | ask that we rise up in recognition of
Israel’s independence.

| would also like to recognize the special
sister relationship that the State of New Jersey
has forged with the State of Israel, through the
New Jersey-Israel Commission. Israel has re-
peatedly proven itself as a valued partner in
trade and mutual cultural exchange, and has
earned the support of New Jersey’s citizens.

Mr. Speaker, at this time | would like to rec-
ognize a special group of constituents from
the 6th District of New Jersey who will be
showing their support for this unique relation-
ship by “Walking For Israel” on May 4th. | ask
that my colleagues to join me in commending
the Jewish Federation of Greater Middlesex
County for sponsoring such an event. It is my
hope that America’s citizens will mark this oc-
casion and demonstrate their support for the
US-Israeli relationship with similar events
across the country.
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HONORING FATHER EVAGORAS
CONSTANTINIDES

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sincerity and enthusiasm that | wish to
congratulate Father Evagoras Constantinides
for his numerous contributions to the citizens
of Northwest Indiana. Father Constantinides
has been a fixture of the community since
1969, and he will be honored at a dinner pre-
sented by Friends of Hospice on Friday, May
2, 2003.

Mr. Speaker, Father Constantinides was
born in Lapithos, Cyprus in 1918 and was
educated in his village through his second
year of high school, where he graduated with
the Gold Medal Award for academic excel-
lence. He entered Athens College in 1932,
where he was accepted on a yearly scholar-
ship with the school’'s science section. Father
Constantinides had no trouble maintaining his
scholarship for six years, and he graduated
with honors while receiving the Delta Public
Speaking Prize and the English Language
Prize. This dedication and commitment to his
studies exemplifies the hard work on which
Father Constantinides prides himself.

After finishing his collegiate studies in
Greece, Father Constantinides journeyed
across the world to America to continue his
studies and broaden his experiences. In 1938,
he enrolled at Fenn College, which is now
Cleveland State University, to study civil engi-
neering. During his four years at the Univer-
sity, he served as a Greek teacher and as the
Hellenic Board of Education Secretary for the
Greek Orthodox Community of the Annun-
ciation of Cleveland, Ohio. Although he en-
joyed his time in Cleveland, his final year was
interrupted by World War 1l. As a British sub-
ject, Father Constantinides entered the Cana-
dian Army as a private in the fall of 1942.
After completing his basic training, he was en-
rolled in the officer training program, from
which he graduated as a 2nd Lieutenant in the
Engineer Corps with proficiency in explosives,
mines, and demolitions. His outstanding ability
as a military officer, coupled with his excellent
intellect, allowed Father Constantinides the
opportunity to work for the United States Cen-
tral Intelligence Group translating Japanese
documents and the Greek Constitution into
English.

After returning to the United States following
his discharge in 1947, Father Constantinides
began extensively studying theology, and on
March 11, 1956 he was ordained into the
priesthood. He was appointed pastor of the
SS. Constantine and Helen parish in Gary on
September 1, 1969, and his gracious pres-
ence has been felt throughout Northwest Indi-
ana since his arrival. In 1971, Father
Constantinides was instrumental in the con-
struction of the Hellenic Cultural Center in
Merrillville. His efforts also led to the design
and construction of the SS. Constantine and
Helen Cathedral, one of the ten largest Ortho-
dox churches in the Americas, in 1975. It was
during this time that Father Constantinides be-
came deeply involved in the work of Hospice
of the Calumet Area.

In addition to the many contributions within
his own parish, Father Constantinides has
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dedicated his talents to improving the commu-
nity, the Nation, and the world. During his 26-
year tenure at SS. Constantine and Helen, he
trained ten assistants who are now serving the
Greek Orthodox Church with distinction. He
was honored with the office of Protopresbyter
in 1972, and he served as the Treasurer and
member of the National Presbyters Council
from 1970-1974, and again from 1980-1982.
He received the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese
of North and South America Service Award
and Gold Cross in 1976 for his struggles and
lobbying activities for the liberation of invaded
Cyprus, a cause he continues to pursue. Fa-
ther Constantinides offered his wisdom and
his faith in various countries, including Russia,
Kenya, Uganda, and India. He has also au-
thored four Sunday school books for children,
and has translated six Orthodox Service books
from Greek to English.

Since his retirement in June 1995, Father
Constantinides has devoted his time to the Or-
thodox Christian Mission Center, as well as
writing, lecturing, and substituting at churches
in the Chicago Diocese. In September and
October 2002, he traveled to Argentina, Chile,
and Ecuador at the behest of His Eminence
Metropolitan Taraslos of Buenos Aires to per-
form missionary work. Father Constantinides
also devotes much of his time to his loving
wife, Maria, and their four children.

Mr. Speaker, at this time | ask that you and
my other distinguished colleagues join me in
thanking Father Evagoras Constantinides for
his contributions to the citizens of Northwest
Indiana, and to citizens of countries through-
out the world. His love for his fellow man is an
inspiration to us all, and | am proud to rep-
resent him in Congress.

———

A TRIBUTE TO TEMPLE SINAI OF
GLENDALE, CA

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Temple Sinai in Glendale, California.
This week, Temple Sinai celebrates its 75th
Anniversary, marking the extraordinary history
of the synagogue and its congregation.

Temple Sinai was incorporated under Cali-
fornia State Law on June 22, 1928, as the
Sinai Community Center. At that time, the
fledgling congregation consisted of fewer than
a dozen Jewish families and met in the Ma-
sonic Hall located above the Ralph’'s Grocery
Store at the corner of Orange and Broadway
in Glendale. Using various venues for its func-
tions until 1939, the congregation found its
first permanent home at 425 West Windsor
Road. Ten years later, the congregation con-
structed the first segment of its current home
at 1212 North Pacific Avenue, and it has since
grown both in physical plant and congrega-
tional census.

Today the congregation has 300 member
families—including mine—of all ages and
backgrounds, serving Jews who live in Glen-
dale, Burbank, Los Angeles, La Canada, La
Crescenta, Pasadena, South Pasadena, San
Marino, and Thousand Oaks. There are 240
students in the combined Religious and He-
brew Schools. A larger cadre of volunteers
manages the many opportunities for involve-
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ment in the community, from ritual and reli-
gious services to advisory and policy-making
bodies.

The goals of the congregation embody the
values of Judaism and its continuity. The con-
gregation strengthens Judaism and Jewish
values within and among the members of the
local Jewish community, provides strength and
support to members of the community who ex-
perience tragedy and grief in their lives, cele-
brates with members of the community the
joyous occasions of their families, provides
leadership experiences for Jews in the com-
munity so that they can undertake leadership
of the synagogue in the future, and educates
non-Jews as to the norms and traditions of Ju-
daism.

| am proud to be able to recognize Temple
Sinai for its 75 years of offering a place of sol-
emn and joyous worship to the people of
Glendale and the nearby foothill communities.
My heartfelt “Mazel Tov” on this milestone.
Today, Temple Sinai exemplifies the role con-
gregations of every faith have within commu-
nities as a refuge for all who come to worship
together regardless of differences. | ask all
Members to join me in congratulating Temple
Sinai for their 75 years of remarkable achieve-
ment and to wish Temple Sinai all the best as
your congregation grows from strength to
strength.

———

PROPOSAL SEEKS TO CURTAIL
IDENTITY THEFT

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, for the fourth
consecutive session of Congress, | am intro-
ducing the Personal Information Privacy Act
(PIPA), which would help restore individuals’
control over the use of their Social Security
numbers and personal information.

Over the years, the Social Security humber
(SSN) has unfortunately become a de facto
national identifier. SSNs are required to re-
ceive a driver’s license from every state, and
many companies require consumers to pro-
vide their SSN as a condition of doing busi-
ness. This means that should one’s SSN fall
into the wrong hands, it can be used to steal
one’s identity, run up thousands of dollars of
false charges in your name, and wreak havoc
on your credit history.

The issue of identity theft has grown to be
the largest single complaint received by the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), and curbing
the rampant use of the SSN—"the key to
identity theft"—is paramount in reducing iden-
tity theft and restoring citizens’ ability to pro-
tect their personal information.

Under this legislation, PIPA, businesses
would be prohibited from refusing to sell
goods or services to individuals that do not
want to provide their SSN. Furthermore, with-
out written consent, one’s SSN could not be
used for commercial purposes or used as an
identifier. Neither could information on prod-
ucts or services bought by an individual and
where they were purchased—known as trans-
action histories—be sold to third parties.

Lastly, individuals would be permitted to
seek redress for violations of this measure in
civil courts, with the statute of limitations be-
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ginning to toll three years after the offense
was discovered. PIPA would also establish
penalties for the use of Social Security num-
bers without a consumer’s consent of up to
$25,000 for a single offense, and up to
$500,000 for repeated violations.

Any victim of identity theft could tell you the
difficulty of restoring one’s credit and good
name. Identity theft is on the rise, and topped
the FTC's consumer fraud list for the third
year in a row. Unless action is taken to curb
the widespread use of SSNs as identifiers or
as a condition of doing business, this crime
will continue to harm increasing numbers of
our citizens.

| urge my colleagues to cosponsor this leg-
islation, and give Americans the ability to bet-
ter safeguard themselves from identity theft.

————

RECOGNITION OF MASSACHUSETTS
STATE TROOPER SCOTT McDON-
ALD

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to call your
attention to the story of a citizen of the First
Congressional District of Massachusetts, State
Trooper Scott McDonald. Recently, the Mas-
sachusetts State Police awarded Scott a
Medal of Lifesaving, an honor bestowed upon
Troopers who undertake significant actions in
the saving of another life.

During patrol on August 4, 2002, Trooper
McDonald responded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent in the town of Deerfield. He arrived at the
scene to find a truck overturned on the road.
The driver was unconscious, without a pulse
and not breathing. Immediately, Scott adminis-
tered CPR on the accident victim. While per-
forming resuscitation, a passing motorist
stopped, identified herself as a doctor and
said she would pronounce the victim dead.
However, Trooper McDonald continued life-
saving efforts. Amazingly, the driver was ulti-
mately revived and flown to Baystate Medical
Center in Springfield.

Mr. Speaker, Trooper McDonald is a fine
example of the Commonwealth’s outstanding
first responder community. Troopers like Scott
are especially important in the First Congres-
sional District, as many of the towns rely on
the State Police for their emergency and law
enforcement needs. | join the Massachusetts
State Police, the City of Holyoke, and Scott's
family and friends in honoring Massachusetts
State Trooper Scott McDonald.

————

TRIBUTE TO FRED LEVY
HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life of Fred Levy, an extremely gift-
ed educator who dedicated much of his life to
expanding horizons for his students. Mr. Levy,
an instructor at Cabrillo College for over 30
years, passed away April 9, 2003, at the age
of 69. A valued teacher, husband and father,
all who knew him respected Fred for his pas-
sion and sincerity. Mr. Levy is survived by his
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