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irreversibility, increased morbidity and mor-
tality beyond acceptable levels and migra-
tion. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

40. Given the continued deterioration of 
the situation, and the likelihood of increased 
needs and a wider affected population experi-
encing irreversible outcomes of the crisis, 
the mission recommends the following: 

A. Issue demarche to other donor countries 
and request further assistance (see Reftel F). 

B. Establish a reserve allocation of 150,000 
MT from the Emerson Trust that can be used 
to respond to needs at the height of the hun-
gry-season (July–September). Food would be 
distributed through NGOS and the World 
Food Program. 

C. Continue CSB contributions and deliv-
eries through NGOS and the World Food Pro-
gram to meet the deterioration of nutri-
tional status in developing hot-spots. Based 
upon needs, up to 25,000 MT of CSB should be 
made available for delivery in July and Au-
gust 2003. 

D. Use additional agency funding to meet 
immediate needs and put in place livelihood 
interventions and counter-famine measures 
particularly through U.S. non-governmental 
organizations now implementing the joint 
emergency operation. 

E. Broaden the normal pool of imple-
menting agencies and the tools to meet 
needs (i.e., beyond traditional food and non-
food programs). It has become clear over the 
last several months that our NGO partners 
are quickly coming to a saturation point re-
garding their capacity and additional surge 
capacity is needed. 

F. Provide follow-up CDC assistance to 
track epidemic outbreaks and implement ap-
propriate nutritional and mortality surveys 
to deepen the understanding of the overall 
magnitude of the crisis. 

G. Press the United Nations for the ap-
pointment of a special envoy and/or a senior 
operational humanitarian coordinator to es-
tablish an effective and credible emergency 
response across UN agencies. This point can-
not be over-stated. Brazeal.
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FREEDOM’S OBLIGATION 

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit the words of John Marc Sianghio, Jr., 
a young man from Oswego, Illinois, to the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. John was recently 
named a winner in the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Voice of Democracy scriptwriting contest 
for 2003. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars holds a 
Voice of Democracy competition each year in 
order to give high school students an oppor-
tunity to express their patriotism. This year, an 
overwhelming 80,000 students across the 
country participated in the contest. John’s 
essay reflects upon the responsibilities inher-
ent to life in a free nation—freedom’s obliga-
tion. 

I commend the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
for their continued commitment to fostering a 
sense of patriotism and responsibility in the 
youth of our great nation. And I congratulate 
John on his success and wish him the best of 
luck in his future endeavors.

2002–2003 VFW VOICE OF DEMOCRACY 
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST 

‘‘FREEDOM’S OBLIGATION’’ 
(Illinois Winner.—John Marc Sianghio, Jr.) 
Lady Liberty stands vigil over a city, and 

a nation that does not sleep. In her torch 
shines perpetual daylight, fueled by the 
great virtue that is tireless action. ‘‘Action’’ 
she demands. Even her silence cries out to 
the world, ‘‘Give me your tired, your poor, 
your huddled masses yearning to breathe 
free.’’ 

Though the words say ‘‘give me’’ the sub-
text shouts ‘‘come!’’ It is not an invitation, 
it is a command: not a gift, a demand. The 
imprisoned lightning in her torch thunders 
with a message understood in every lan-
guage, that the Republic over which she 
stands with its liberties and justices, is not 
for all. It stands only for all those with the 
boldness to take it, for all those willing to 
pay its price. This precious freedom is open 
only to those who can meet its obligation. 

That obligation can only be action, for 
America is a republic born of a hard and 
painful labor, a republic that earned its free-
dom at the point of a gun, and that has held 
its freedom with the same. America is a na-
tion that did not emerge as the random off-
spring of intercoursing tribes. It emerged by 
the active will of its people. Nor was its rev-
olution won in the minds of inert philoso-
phers, rather in the hearts of the masses; 
hearts that not only had passive sentiment, 
but that physically pumped charged blood 
into live limbs, stirring them to action: 
Hearts that bled freely so that the flag of 
independence might be striped in scarlet . . . 
But that once vibrant crimson has faded 
through uncounted years of stagnancy. 

Stagnancy is the greatest treason. We jus-
tify it in this age by referring to it by an 
alias. Like the devil it is, it has many 
names. It is called caution, debate, delay, fil-
ibuster, complaint, apathy, and inaction. If 
it is not action . . . it is treason. 

Treason was not a word in my vocabulary 
when I immigrated to this country. I was 
two at the time. Freedom when I first set 
foot on American soil meant that I would be 
out of the coach class seat that held me for 
twenty two hours, that I could stretch my 
legs on solid ground. Was that true freedom? 
Of course not. I had to learn freedom. I had 
to earn freedom. 

From the moment I was first old enough to 
realize the opportunities and liberties gifted 
to me by American Freedom, the enormity 
of Freedom’s obligation was already creeping 
onto my shoulders. As I have grown older 
and learned more and more about my rights, 
the responsibilities wrapped inside these 
rights also began to emerge. 

As immigrants to this country, there was a 
long difficult process which my family and I 
had to undertake to stay in this country. 
This process required much sacrifice by each 
individual involved. However, we wanted to 
work to earn the freedoms we enjoyed. Had 
we not done it, we would have debased our 
honor and lowered ourselves to the state of 
common thieves. The sacrifices I have made 
earned me my freedom. Your story, your 
struggles, your road to earning freedom is 
probably much different. However, our obli-
gations to freedom are in essence the same. 

So what is the spirit of our obligation? 
What is the common labor that must be un-
dertaken to be worthy of Lady Liberty’s em-
brace? It is simply love. Patriotic love. 

I speak of a patriot’s love, not as the lust 
of a fool who thinks he serves his country by 
ignoring her laws and making his own rules 
because he believes they are better. I speak 
of true love, like that in marriage. Free-
dom’s obligation is the marriage of our 
minds and our souls. It is a dreamer’s desire 

for the ideal, guided by the rational hands of 
what is real. Our obligation is to strive for 
that ideal. Realistically, we know that true 
freedom can only come when every human 
being is rid of their every chain, chains of 
poverty, chains of addiction, and chains of 
hatred. Still we are obligated as individuals 
to strive for the ideal of freedom. The ideal 
that every person is created equal because 
every person creates himself equal. It starts 
with one. It starts with me, and it starts 
with you. If we do not meet our obligations, 
this ideal can never be reached. If we do not 
meet our obligations, we cheapen freedom, 
and we cheapen ourselves. 

For it is freedom’s obligation, the great 
price at which freedom comes, that gives it 
its value. That is why we must act, so free-
dom may retain its value, and that we as in-
dividuals may maintain our integrity and 
human worth as well. For the obligation of 
freedom is Lady Liberty’s call to the indi-
vidual who longs to be free. Who, like a new-
born child that struggles for its first life sus-
taining breath, expands his lungs against the 
weight of apathy so that he may breathe 
free.
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HONORING 2002 PRE-TEEN AMER-
ICA SR. TITLEHOLDER KATIE 
BECK 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
a moment to recognize and honor Katie Beck 
for being named 2002 Pre-Teen America Na-
tional Sr. Titleholder, and thank her for her 
outstanding contributions to her community. 
Competing against talented young ladies from 
all across the country, Katie distinguished her-
self through a demonstrated commitment to 
community, steadfast character, and drive: all 
the values that we, as parents, teachers, com-
munity members, and legislators, hope to in-
still in our next generation. 

As a parent, I understand the demands that 
our young people face, which is why I am so 
encouraged by what Katie has accomplished. 
In addition to being an active member of her 
church, captain of the dance team, and the 
starting pitcher for her softball team, Katie has 
maintained an A average in school from 
grades first through eighth. Her energy and 
dedication have earned her numerous acco-
lades and honors including: Duke University 
TIP Award, President’s Education Award, and 
the National Science Award. At a time when 
our country needs youth leadership more than 
ever, Katie has answered the challenge and 
set a course that can serve as an example for 
us all. This is a young lady who exemplifies 
the Arkansas spirit, and who is destined for 
great things. 

Just qualifying for the rigorous Pre-Teen 
program speaks volumes for the character and 
accomplishments of the young women who 
compete; however, by being named Pre-Teen 
America Sr. Titleholder, Katie has also shown 
maturity and poise beyond her years on top of 
her many accomplishments. And already, at 
such a young age, Katie has demonstrated 
leadership, and exemplary character and 
grace. 

Again, I say to Katie, ‘‘Congratulations.’’ You 
are a credit to yourself, your wonderful par-
ents, your community, and your state, which is 
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why it is such an honor for me to be able to 
thank you again for your contributions to the 
community and residents of White Hall.

f 

RECOGNITION OF AL HENDERSON 

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Al Henderson of Boise, Idaho as the 
recipient of The Salvation Army’s William 
Booth Award for service to community. The 
William Booth Award is one of the highest 
awards that may be conveyed upon an indi-
vidual by The Salvation Army. 

Al Henderson’s many past civic associations 
include being co-founder of Idaho Working 
Partners and the World Sports Humanitarian 
Hall of Fame, The Salvation Army advisory 
board chairman, Chamber of Commerce board 
member, Rotary Club member, American Can-
cer Society, West Side Optimists Club and the 
Boise City Library Board. Mr. Henderson is 
also closely involved with the good works of 
the University Christian Church in Boise. Cur-
rently he serves part time as an employee for 
the Federal Emergency Management Adminis-
tration. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate Al Hen-
derson for his receipt of this distinguished 
award. I have had the honor of being person-
ally acquainted with Al for many years, and I 
can think of no other person more worthy or 
deserving of such an award. I have been in-
spired by Al’s principled character and his 
steadfast commitment to the State of Idaho. 
His achievements, continued unselfish work, 
and sense of community serve as a lustrous 
model of exemplary citizenship.

f 

IN HONOR OF A DECADE OF MARK 
SIMON’S PENINSULA INSIDER 
COLUMN 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Mark Simon, who for ten years has educated, 
amused, irritated, informed and instructed the 
readers of the San Francisco Chronicle with 
his well-written, well-read column. 

‘‘From beaches to redwoods,’’ Mark Simon 
loves the region of which he writes. Over the 
years, the people, politics and problems of our 
region have all become grist for his Chronicle 
column. He has regaled us with tales of John 
Madden’s taste for tamales and kept us up to 
date on the unfolding of the Century Loan 
scandals. He has raised awareness and in-
formed his readers on issues as diverse as 
campaign finance reform, gunshot locators, 
Devils Slide, and breast cancer treatment for 
low income women in our community. Mark 
has reported on every side of Stanford, from 
sports to the opening of the Cantor Art Mu-
seum. His columns have traced the dynamic 
changes in our community: Silicon Valley’s 
ups and downs, the birth and death of a San 
Francisco Bay Olympic bid, and the constant 
rising and falling of housing prices. He has 

filled the narrative of our region with a variety 
of colorful events and characters, spotlighting 
the Tour de Peninsula, former monks, great 
achievers such as LaDoris Cordell, and even 
his own beloved sons. We know them all now 
and we’re grateful to Mark as a son of the Pe-
ninsula, for his unswerving love of it. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Mark Simon for his service to our 
community as the Chronicle’s chronicler of life 
on the San Francisco Peninsula and the mag-
nificent 14th Congressional District. No one 
has done it better or with as much knowledge, 
guts, intelligence or love of our area.
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APPLAUDING THE ANAHEIM CITY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to praise the Anaheim 
City School District for emphasizing the impor-
tance of literacy in their curriculum. 

With a few thousand dollars left in its Propo-
sition 10 budget, the early childhood education 
office put together ‘‘literacy baskets’’ that in-
cluded crayons, alphabet books, puzzles, and 
other educational materials. 

These baskets will be given to adults to take 
home and throw ‘‘literacy parties’’ where they 
can invite neighbors, friends and relatives over 
and discuss practical tips on teaching toddlers 
how to read. The program has been so suc-
cessful, that it is quickly running out of bas-
kets. 

A survey by UCLA and the Field Institute 
shows that nearly half of all adults do not read 
to their children. Educators believe that rate is 
worse for low-income families. 

I want to applaud the Anaheim City School 
District for working hard to promote literacy to 
young children. The ‘‘literacy baskets’’ will help 
to improve early literacy and make a dif-
ference for thousands of kids.

f 

WARREN HIGH SCHOOL’S CONTIN-
UED TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 

HON. MIKE ROSS 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, it was only two 
years ago that I was congratulating the War-
ren High School Lumberjacks, and their head 
coach, Bo Hembree, for winning the Arkansas 
AAA Boys High School State Football Cham-
pionship, and here we are again. It is an im-
pressive feat just to win one state title, but 
winning two in three years is a real testament 
to preparation, character, and purpose. I think 
it also demonstrates the spirit of determination 
and hard work that has always distinguished 
Arkansans. 

As a concerned parent, I understand even 
more that paramount among my duties as a 
U.S. Congressman is to provide the necessary 
resources to our students, teachers, and 
schools that will enable our young men and 
women to excel and succeed in all their en-
deavors. Educating the next generation is an 

important issue not only in the classroom, and 
the halls of Congress, but also around our 
kitchen tables at home. 

I have long been an advocate of athletics 
and extracurricular activities as a supplement 
to academic excellence for their ability to instill 
leadership, character, and perseverance. Ac-
tivity outside the classroom instills a habit of 
serving the community, preparing them to take 
leadership roles and eventually shape the 
larger world around them. 

Championships are won in the heart as 
much as on the field. The will to overcome ad-
versity, the daily drive to succeed, and the 
mental toughness to perform under pressure 
carried the young men during their champion-
ship season, and will provide them with a well 
to draw from throughout their entire lives. 

That is why it brings me so much pleasure 
to again congratulate the Warren High School 
football program on winning the AAA Boys 
High School Football Championship: It is evi-
dence of a culture of excellence and hard 
work among the student body, coaching staff, 
Warren High School faculty, and the commu-
nity. We can all take great pride in the accom-
plishments of this team, and how they 
achieved their goals. I am proud of you. It is 
an honor for me to salute the coaches, par-
ents, and players who stayed the course, and 
met adversity and challenge to become cham-
pions.

f 

RECOGNITION OF COURTNEY 
FLOYD 

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
bring to the attention of the House the distin-
guished accomplishments of Courtney Floyd 
of Boise, Idaho. Courtney is the recipient of 
the Salvation Army’s Emily Reno award for 
service to community. 

Courtney, the daughter of Greg and Su-
zanne Floyd, is a senior at Centennial High 
School in Boise, Idaho, where she serves as 
a student council officer, cheerleader, and 
member of the Key Club. In addition to her ex-
tensive involvement in school activities, 
Courtney has served her community in various 
volunteer capacities—through her involvement 
with Special Olympics, soup kitchens, humani-
tarian aid projects, and retirement centers. 

A key element in the Salvation Army’s 
Christmas food drives; Courtney has initiated 
the collection of more than 590,000 pounds of 
food for the needy during the past 3 years. Mr. 
Speaker, I wish to convey a special thanks to 
Courtney Floyd for her hard work and sense 
of community. Courtney’s unselfish actions 
epitomize the ministry and mission of the Sal-
vation Army.

f 

IN HONOR OF WILLIAM R. BRODY 

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 30, 2003

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
William R. Brody, M.D., Ph.D., who has 
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