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countries that have privatized their ATC sys-
tems—Great Britain and Canada have had nu-
merous problems. Both countries’ systems are
financially distressed and suffering from per-
formance setbacks. The perceived gains by
privatizing the ATC systems in these coun-
tries—lower fees and increased efficiency—
have actually translated into higher fees, nu-
merous flight cancellations, delays, and very
recently, a $250 million bailout of no privatized
company by the British government. This is
not a model that the U.S. wants to emulate.

In the existing ATC system, the FAA and
the Congress make decisions on safety issues
in the overall best public interest, with input
from system users. If there is any move to-
wards privatization or some form of govern-
ment corporation, how will the public be as-
sured that ATC operations will be managed
with a primary goal of protecting the interest of
airline passengers and ensuring safety and
security?

The basic question that needs to be asked
is whether we should risk the uncertainties of
creating a new system to promote ATC safety
and security when we already have in place a
system with an outstanding safety record. The
answer is simple: No.

That is why we must act now to halt any ef-
forts to privatize or corporatize our nation’s air
traffic system functions. This bill prohibits the
Department of Transportation from authorizing
the conversion of any FAA facilities, or the
outsourcing of any work currently performed
by FAA employees (including air traffic control-
lers, systems specialists, and flight service
station employees), in the ATC system to pri-
vate or public entities other than the U.S. gov-
ernment. Importantly, however, this bill would
not impact the contract tower program, the
safety benefits of which have been well docu-
mented.

This bill would guarantee the continued in-
tegrity of our nation’s air traffic control system.
| urge my colleagues to support this critical
piece of legislation.

————

TRIBUTE TO MR. CRAIG SWALLOW

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to extend
my heartiest congratulations to Mr. Craig
Swallow, of the Green Valley High School. Mr.
Swallow has been selected as a Semifinalist
of the National Council of Economic Education
(NCEE)/Nasdaq National Teaching Awards.
This achievement recognizes high school
teachers for their originality, creativity, and ef-
fectiveness in furthering students’ awareness
of financial markets, the process of capital for-
mation, principles of investment, personal fi-
nance, entrepreneurship, and the operation of
market economies.

This recognition, and Mr. Swallow’s place
among the twenty finest high school educators
in this field, gives credit not only to this fine
teacher's outstanding capabilities, but also his
dedication, in equipping his students for suc-
cess in a highly-competitive, economically-
complex professional environment. This
achievement demonstrates Green Valley High
School's commitment to provide our students
with the comprehensive and rigorous curricula
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that will ensure the achievement of their future
goals.

Mr. Swallow's teaching abilities are an ex-
ample to all parents, teachers, and students.
By gaining this prestigious professional acco-
lade, Mr. Swallow becomes an example of the
potential towards which all teachers can strive
as they impart the most beneficial forms of
knowledge to our children. | am proud to rep-
resent teachers like Mr. Swallow, whose dedi-
cation and knowledge, guarantee the future
success of Green Valley High School, Hender-
son, Clark County, and all of Nevada.

————

A TRIBUTE TO AMERICA—A 21ST
CENTURY ANTHEM

HON. MARK FOLEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
bring to your attention a truly stirring song, “A
Tribute to America—A 21st Century Anthem.”
Written by Ann Miller and performed by her
son, Ted Maliaris—both from South Florida—
this song serves as an inspiration for all Amer-
icans during the war on terrorism.

“A Tribute to America” was written with the
hopes of uniting the country after the attacks
on September 11, 2001. The purpose of the
song was to heal the emotional wounds re-
ceived that September day. The song con-
tinues to accomplish just that.

From Francis Scott Key's “Star Spangled
Banner” during the War of 1812 to Irving Ber-
lin’s “God Bless America” during World War 1,
history provides examples of how music con-
tributes to the steadfastness of America in the
face of adversity. Even as we sang “God
Bless America” on the Capitol steps just one
day after the terrorist attacks, the United
States regained its resolve to defeat terrorism
wherever it rears its ugly head.

Please join me in recognizing the help that
“A Tribute to America” has given in the heal-
ing process, and in thanking Ann Miller and
Ted Maliaris for providing “A Tribute to Amer-
ica.”

——————

UNIVERSAL SERVICE

HON. C.L. “BUTCH” OTTER

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, just as railroads
brought prosperity to small towns in rural
America during the Industrial Revolution, glass
fibers and silicon wafers are driving today’s In-
formation Age. Data is the commodity in this
new economic revolution, and it can travel at
the speed of light.

Through E-commerce, rural America can
again be revitalized. But this train is bypassing
some parts of the country, especially rural
areas—some of which | represent. The Fed-
eral Communications Commission (FCC) must
favor policies that foster real competition and
promote consumer choice, not bureaucracy
and regulation. FCC policies should not create
disincentives for companies to deploy new
fiber solely because they may have more re-
sources and greater expertise then some of
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their competitors. Such policies breach the
basic principles of the free market: that true
competition naturally encourages development
of cheaper services and better technologies.
True competition can never exist if regulators
insist on creating competitive parity in the in-
dustry at the expense of advancing tech-
nology.

Mr. Speaker, as we examine the develop-
ment and deployment of high-speed commu-
nications technologies, we must ensure the
existence of true competition, we must restore
consumer driven integrity to the market, and
we must not stifle progress.

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF KYRIAKI S.
CHRISTODOULOU AND THE WOM-
EN’S ISSUES NETWORK OF THE
PANCYPRIAN ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICA

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the Women'’s Issues Network (WIN)
of the Pancyprian Association of America on
the occasion of their annual dinner dance. An
outstanding community service organization in
my district, WIN is dedicated to the education,
health, and a better quality of life for the
Astoria community. This year they will be hon-
oring Kyriaki S. Christodoulou, for her invalu-
able service and commitment to the commu-
nity.

Kyriaki S. Christodoulou was born in Klirou
and raised in the suburb of Agios Dometios,
Nicosia, the second of four children of the
Christodoulou family. Ms. Christodoulou’s, par-
ents instilled in her and her siblings the value
of education and hard work. Ms. Christodoulou
and her siblings attended the Grammar School
(Gregoriou) in Nicosia, now under occupation.
During her high school years, she was very
active in the Debating and Literary Societies
and was twice awarded for here creative writ-
ing by the Pancyprian Youth Artistic Group
(KLON). Following the invasion in 1974, she
came to the United States to further her edu-
cation.

Ms. Christodoulou attended Hunter College
and earned a Bachelors degree in Sociology
and a Master of Science in Social Research.
During her studies, Ms. Christodoulou worked
with a variety of international organizations in-
cluding the Consulate General of Cyprus in
New York, the Permanent Mission of Cyprus
to the United Nations, the International Labor
Organization Liaison Office in New York, the
United Nations Division of Palestinian Rights,
the Greek Tourism Organization and the Na-
tional League for Nursing.

Since 1993, she has directed the Cyprus
Children’s Fund, a not-for-profit organization
established in 1974 following the Turkish inva-
sion of Cyprus to aid enclaved and needy
Cypriot children. The Cyprus Children’s Fund
also administers annual scholarship awards.

Ms. Christodoulou’s spirit of volunteerism
has led her to active participation in several
community organizations. She has held the
positions of General Secretary for the
Pancyprian Association Dancing Division, the
Pancyprian Association Women’s Issues Net-
work (WIN), and the Panpaphian Association
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of America. She served a 4-year term as the
General Secretary of the Cyprus Federation of
America, an umbrella organization rep-
resenting Greek Cypriot associations and
brotherhoods throughout the United States.

In addition, Ms. Christodoulou, who has a
14-year-old son, was President of the Parent-
Teacher Association of the Greek Afternoon
School of St. Demetrios and is currently serv-
ing on the School Board of the St. Demetrios
Greek American School.

In recognition of these outstanding achieve-
ments, | ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Ms. Christodoulou and the Pancyprian
Association’s Women’s Issues Network, for
their passion and commitment to the better-
ment of the Astoria community.

TRIBUTE TO THE PLEASANTON
RAGE UNDER-12 GIRLS SOCCER
TEAM

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the accom-
plishments of a very talented group of young
women in California’s 11th District. The
Pleasanton Rage Soccer Team has won the
2003 Under 12 Girls Cal-North Snickers State
Cup Championship and will now advance to
the Far West Regional Championship in Ha-
waii this June.

On the afternoon of Sunday March 2, 2003,
the Rage beat the Bay Oak Bombers of Ala-
meda 2 to 1 in the final game of the cham-
pionship at Lucchesi Field in Petaluma, Cali-
fornia.

This is the first time in 13 years that an
Under-12 girl's soccer team from Pleasanton
has won this title of State Cup Champions.

The team of 16 girls has been working ex-
tremely hard—training three days a week
since last July and attending tournaments to
prepare them for this prestigious title. In Janu-
ary, the team played their first round of games
for the State Cup Tournament in Morgan Hill,
California. They played against teams from a
pool of 51 in their age group from clubs in the
Cal North district which stretches as far south
as Bakersfield and all the way to the Oregon
border in the north. Through their first six
games in the State Cup Tournament, they
shut out every opponent. They entered the
finals with an amazing record of 17 goals for
and 0 goals against.

Impressively the only goal they gave up
came in the first minutes of the Championship
game on a penalty shot. After adjusting to the
artificial grass surface, the Rage came back to
seal the win with 2 consecutive goals for the
biggest win of their lives.

Each player was given a 1st place medal
and the team was awarded a large trophy for
their accomplishment. Parents were on hand
to give out Hawaiian leis while many fans with
blue and white hair and face paint were there
to show their support of this amazing young
Rage team. The Pleasanton Rage Girls U-12
team is currently ranked #1 in the State and
#12 in the Nation.

They have earned the right to represent
California in the Far West Regional in Hawaii
from June 23-June 28th, 2003. In the week
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long tournament they will compete against
teams from Hawaii, Alaska, Washington, Or-
egon, Wyoming, Utah, Arizona, Nevada, and
Colorado.

The Championship Rage players are
Michelle Avendano, Krista Bormann, Sammy
Cloutier, Marisa Fraticelli, Tanya Hanson,
Stacey Hildebrand, Claire Kennedy, Olivia
Klei, Ashley Loughmiller, Amanda Luxford,
Ashlyn Mazur, Rachael McGlinchy, Sophie
Metz, Carlee Payne, Katie Voss, and Kim
Zetterlund. They are coached by Gary Oetman
and Paul Ratcliffe and trained by Phillipe Blin.

The team is to be congratulated for their re-
markable performance and provided with the
best wishes of everyone in California’s 11th
District as they continue to compete at the na-
tional level.

————

24TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. TOM DeLAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, on April 10, 1979,
the Taiwan Relations Act became law, and the
United States affirmed its friendship with the
people of Taiwan.

That friendship remains a cornerstone of
America’s vision for a free, secure, and pros-
perous Asia at peace with itself and the com-
munity of nations.

The TRA requires the United States to pro-
vide Taiwan sufficient arms to defend herself
and demands a peaceful resolution to its dis-
pute with Beijing.

Under the TRA, the Taiwanese are assured
the United States will not allow bullying or
blackmail across the Taiwan Strait.

Today, its 24th anniversary, this historic leg-
islation is even more relevant than at its en-
actment.

Though Taiwan is one of America’s largest
trading partners, our friendship is much deep-
er than an economic partnership. Our two na-
tions are bound by common values of self-de-
termination, freedom, and economic oppor-
tunity.

We are also bound by a common resistance
to the efforts of any regime to repress man’s
God-given human rights.

“The price of liberty is eternal vigilance,”
Thomas Jefferson said.

Free men and women in Taiwan, whose
neighbors on the mainland suffer under the
boot-heel of Communist tyranny, have no
choice but to live that sentiment every day.

Taiwan is a free nation, and must remain
so. Her open and tolerant society should be
seen by Beijing not as a threat, but a model
for progress.

| have traveled to Taiwan several times.
Anyone who has can tell you it is home to a
vibrant, modern nation of free and prosperous
people, grateful for America’s friendship.

It is now our responsibility to ensure that
friendship grows even stronger. Our responsi-
bility in such times is no less than to ensure
the security of free men everywhere in the
world.

The House of Representatives understands
this responsibility, and has affirmed its support
for Taiwan numerous times since TRA, includ-
ing in its overwhelming passage of the Taiwan
Security Enhancement Act in February, 2000.
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So, too, does the President. He has made
it clear the United States will do whatever it
takes to defend Taiwan. His Administration
has provided Taiwan with essential weapons
systems and continues to expand our eco-
nomic partnership. The House will continue to
work with the Administration to ensure Tai-
wan'’s security.

For 24 years, the United States has cul-
tivated a relationship with Taiwan, whose roots
run to the core of our shared love of liberty.
Against the harsh winds of despotism, that re-
lationship has bloomed, and through the eter-
nal vigilance of our two nations, billions will
one day enjoy its fruit.

————

HONORING FORMER PRISONERS-
OF-WAR

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 10, 2003

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join my colleagues in recognizing National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day.

As others have said, America’s former
POWSs are national heroes. Their service to
our country placed them in dangerous situa-
tions and led to their capture and imprison-
ment.

Many suffered brutally at the hands of their
captives. Many died.

During this time of hostilities in Iraq, we par-
ticularly remember the service members held
prisoners there and ask for their humane treat-
ment as we seek their immediate release. We
also ask for an accounting of all the missing.

We take great pride in the successful res-
cue of Pfc. Jessica Lynch. We hope for her
swift recovery.

Mr. Speaker, we shall never forget the tens
of thousands of Americans who endured the
hardship of enemy confinement—individuals
like Bob Brigham of Torrance, California.

An Army private during World War Il, Mr.
Brigham was captured by the Nazis July 27,
1944 at St. Lo, France.

Nine months to the day, he was liberated
from the camp at Memmengin, Germany, but
not after hard labor digging air raid shelters
under the camps railroad tracks.

Brian Ward of San Pedro was captured by
the North Vietnamese when his F—4 bomber
was shot down 2 days after Christmas 1972
while on a combat mission northeast of Hanoi.

Both he and his pilot suffered broken arms
and back injuries as a result of their ejection.
They were immediately captured, stripped of
everything but their underwear, and trans-
ported to the “Hanoi Hilton”. Two weeks later,
they were transferred to a prison known as the
“Zoo"” a few miles southeast of Hanoi.

Mr. Ward was returned to the United States
on March 29, 1973 as the next-to-last prisoner
released from Hanoi.

There are other former POWs among the
residents of my District. | salute them all. Their
physical and emotional scars remain a re-
minder of the high price of liberty.

Mr. Speaker, | also join my colleagues in re-
membering those whose fate in time of war re-
mains unknown.

While patriotic ceremonies and speeches
will commemorate this day, for the families of
the missing, the war is never over. Their loved
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