April 10, 2003

children with diabetes. Mr. Speaker, on behalf
of the millions of Americans with diabetes and
their friends and family, | urge my colleagues
to join me in honoring the life and legacy of
Dr. Donnell D. Etzwiler.

——————

HONORING THE WOODIS FAMILY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the Woodis
family of Montrose, Colorado for their willing-
ness to dedicate their time and energy to ben-
efit the disabled. The Woodis family is raising
a puppy to be a companion dog for a person
with a physical disability, and today | would
like to pay tribute to their efforts before this
body of Congress and this nation.

Sons Jeff and Ethan Woodis have raised
pigs for their 4-H club, so when the club re-
quired a community service project, they
turned to Canine Companions, an organization
founded in 1975 to provide dogs trained to
help disabled people achieve greater inde-
pendence. Airlie, a female Black Labrador re-
triever, came to Montrose to live with the
Woodis family and to learn thirty basic com-
mands to help her prepare for life as a com-
panion dog. After the initial training, Airlie will
go to California for six months of advanced
training before graduation. Then, the Woodis
family will hand Airlie’'s leash to her new
owner. Raising Airlie has been a community-
wide effort, with help coming from numerous
local organizations and businesses.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize the Woodis family for their contributions
to the quality of life of disabled Americans. By
helping to raise and train Airlie, the Woodis
family is helping to provide increased inde-
pendence and freedom, as well as a loving
companion, for a disabled American. | thank
them for their efforts.

—————

HONORING MASTER SGT. ROBERT
J. DOWDY

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor an American hero, Robert Dowdy, who
lost his life during the conflict with Iraq. Master
Sgt. Robert J. Dowdy, 38, was a native of
Cleveland and a member of the 507th Mainte-
nance Company of Fort Bliss, Texas.

First Sergeant Robert Dowdy was a loving
son and devoted husband. A passionate dis-
tance runner, Robert placed second in a 10-
kilometer run in el Paso, Texas, 2 years ago
and contended in a 20-kilometer foot race
over a mountain there in 1999.

Robert Dowdy had been in the Army for 18
years and was 2 years from retirement. His
older sibling, Jack Dowdy expressed on his
brother’'s behalf that Robert Dowdy had been
looking forward to retirement to spend more
time with his wife and 14-year-old daughter.
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On behalf of the people of the 11th Con-
gressional District and the United States Con-
gress, | extend my heartfelt sympathy.

———

TRIBUTE TO MARY LU AFT

HON. ROB PORTMAN

OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding service of Mary Lu
Aft, a friend and distinguished constituent, who
has enriched the lives of countless individuals
in the Cincinnati area. On April 25, 2003, Mary
Lu will complete an unprecedented fifth and
final term as Chair of the Board of Trustees of
the Friends of the Public Library.

Friends of the Public Library is an organiza-
tion that raises funds for materials, programs
and services that support the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County. The Public Li-
brary system has a circulation of 12.8 million
books, videos and other materials, and is the
fourth busiest library system in the country.

Mary Lu is an invaluable part of the Cin-
cinnati community. Since 1998, she has
served as Chair of the Board of Trustees of
the Friends of the Public Library, and, since
1989, has also served as its Chair of Book
Sales. Over the years, Mary Lu has been inte-
gral to the success of “Friends.” During her
service, she oversaw and coordinated used
book, warehouse, and branch sales, which
have raised over $1.6 million for the Public Li-
brary programs and purchases. Mary Lu also
planned and coordinated the recycling of over
3 million books, which were donated to
“Friends” or retired from the Library’s circula-
tion. Her leadership and hard work have made
the Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton
County a national model for such initiatives,
and, of course, have been a tremendous ben-
efit to those in the Cincinnati area.

Mary Lu also has been active with a number
of other good causes and organizations. Since
1981, she has served as a consultant to the
American Red Cross, and she continues to
give her time and energy to the United Way of
America. Among her other activities, Mary Lu
is the Co-Chair of the 2003 International Con-
ference of Volunteer Administrators.

Mary Lu’s success has not gone unnoticed.
She received the Great Rivers Girl Scout
Council Woman of Distinction award in 2000
and the Cincinnati Enquirer's Woman of the
Year award in 1999.

Mr. Speaker, | hope my colleagues will join
me in recognizing Mary Lu’s many accom-
plishments as she steps down as Chair of the
Board of Trustees of Friends of the Public Li-
brary on April 25, 2003. | know Mary Lu will
continue to make a difference in our commu-
nity and Nation. All of us in Southwestern
Ohio wish her the very best in her future en-
deavors.

E727
TRIBUTE TO MILLIE BEALL

HON. SCOTT MCINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Millie Beall
of Steamboat Springs, Colorado for her ex-
traordinary service to her community. Millie
has long been recognized as a leader in
Steamboat Springs, and today | would like to
acknowledge her accomplishments before this
body of Congress and this nation.

Millie moved to Steamboat Springs in 1971
for the ski season and never left. Since then
she has served on the Steamboat Springs
School Board for eight years, including four as
its president, and another eight years as a
member of the Routt County Education Foun-
dation. Among many other activities, Millie has
been involved with the El Pomar Youth in
Community Service program, the Community
Committee for the Arts, and the Yampa Valley
Community Foundation, and the Northwest
Colorado Philanthropy Days. She currently
serves as the executive director of Routt
County United Way and works to raise funds
for a wide variety of projects. Spending most
of her career in community service, Millie has
received numerous awards, most recently re-
ceiving recognition from the Steamboat Ski
and Resort Corporation.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize Millie Beall for her outstanding commit-
ment to her community. Millie holds a key
leadership role in Steamboat Springs, and her
community is immeasurably better off because
of her efforts. | wish Millie the best in all of her
future endeavors.

———

A TRIBUTE TO COL. DAVID
PERKINS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

HON. CHARLES F. BASS

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. BASS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to one of the many brave U.S. soldiers
selflessly participating in Operation Iragi Free-
dom. Col. David Perkins of Keene, New
Hampshire, a community | represent in Con-
gress, is the commander of the 2nd Brigade
Combat Team of the 3rd Infantry Division. Col.
Perkins led what has been referred to as the
opening maneuver of the amazingly swift push
of coalition forces into Baghdad.

On March 31, 2003, in a feint designed to
draw the Iragi Republican Guard away from
Musayyib, where the division was to cross the
Euphrates River, Col. Perkins focused atten-
tion on a bridge at Hindiyah, 50 miles south of
Baghdad. The Granite Stater was reportedly
“unfazed by Iragi soldiers shooting at him”
from the other side of the river as he told his
men the bridge was not worth taking.

Col. Perkins then led a contingent of his
men to the town's abandoned Baath party
headquarters, where they destroyed a large
weapons cache. In an historic event, just 4
days later, Col. Perkins’ combat team and
other brigades rolled through the streets of
Baghdad.
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Let the record show that | am enormously
proud that a soldier from my District has
played such a heroic and vital role in what will
ultimately be the liberation of the people of
Iraq from the brutal regime of Saddam Hus-
sein. The world will be a much safer place be-
cause of the efforts of Col. Perkins and other
fine men and women who risk their own lives
on our behalf.

——————

HONORING PRIVATE BRANDON
ULYSSES SLOAN

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. | rise to honor an
American hero, Brandon Ulysses Sloan, who
lost his life during the conflict with Irag. Private
Brandon Ulysses Sloan was a native of Cleve-
land and a member of the 507th Maintenance
Company of the United States Army. He was
born on October 7, 1983, in Cleveland, Ohio
to the union of Tandy U. and Kimberly T.
Sloan.

Brandon Sloan exhibited a unique blend of
personality and strength. A loving child, Bran-
don always played and enjoyed spending time
with other children. Brandon later became a
big brother to his sister Brittany, with whom he
shared a close friendship.

Brandon began his education in the East
Cleveland School District, and remained in the
district until the family moved to Euclid, Ohio.
While in the East Cleveland Schools, he de-
veloped a love for basketball and continued in
various athletic pursuits.

During the formative years, the family en-
joyed many happy times together. Brandon in
particular enjoyed playing basketball and de-
veloped a knack for making good friends.

In 1996, the family moved to Oakwood Vil-
lage, Ohio in the Bedford School District.
There, Brandon became a Bedford “Bearcat”,
participating in high school football as a defen-
sive lineman.

Brandon confessed a hope in Christ during
his high school years and was baptized at The
Historic Greater Friendship Baptist Church.

Later he decided to pursue a military career.
He joined the United States Army to serve his
country. After having served one year, Bran-
don gave his life for his country.

Precious memories are cherished by his fa-
ther, Rev. Tandy U. Sloan; mother, Kimberly
T. Sloan; sister, Brittney; two grandmothers,
Dr. R. Pippen (James) and Luberta Sloan. He
also had a host of uncles, aunts and cousins.
His friends are numerous but to name a few:
Stephon, Romel, Cleo and Eddie (U.S. Marine
Corps), all who mourn his loss.

On behalf of the people of the 11th Con-
gressional District and the United States Con-
gress. | extend my heartfelt sympathy.

———

IN HONOR OF EDWARD H.
HUNDERT, M.D.

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Edward H. Hundert, M.D., President
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of Case Western University, as he is recog-
nized by the American Heart Association for
his unwavering dedication and exceptional
achievement within the Cleveland medical
community—most notably, for his significant
role in launching the Cleveland Clinic Lerner
College of Medicine of Case Western Reserve
University.

In 1982, Dr. Hundert earned his medical de-
gree from Harvard Medical School. From 1984
through 1997, Dr. Hundert served on the fac-
ulty of Harvard Medical School. He held posi-
tions in the departments of psychiatry and
medical ethics, and also served as Associate
Dean of student affairs. Dr. Hundert's
groundbreaking research in the area of med-
ical education helped define professionalism
and ethics in medicine on a national level.
Moreover, for six consecutive years Harvard
Medical School graduates voted Dr. Hundert
as the “Faculty Member Who Did the Most for
His Class.”

In 1997, Dr. Hundert relocated to the Uni-
versity of Rochester as professor of psychiatry
and medical humanities, and served as Asso-
ciate Dean, then Dean of the University. Dr.
Hundert has served as President of Case
Western Reserve University for the past year.
During this time, Dr. Hundert's leadership, ex-
pertise and exceptional interpersonal abilities
has created a new sense of partnership, pos-
sibility and energy within the Cleveland med-
ical community, which is clearly reflected
through the partnership between the world-re-
nown Cleveland Clinic and the newly created
Cleveland Clinic Lerner College of Case West-
ern Reserve University.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor and recognition of Edward H.
Hundert, M.D., President of Case Western
University, whose vision, vast experience and
outstanding leadership have elevated the sta-
tus of medical research, education and ethics
within the Cleveland community and beyond—
reinforcing the image of Cleveland as the core
of medical innovation, advancement and dis-
covery for individuals within our community,
across the nation, and around the world.

————

HONORING THE BONFILS BLOOD
CENTER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize an organiza-
tion that has been dedicated to providing life-
saving care to the citizens of Colorado for
sixty years. Bonfils Blood Center operates
several community donor centers statewide,
including one in Pueblo, Colorado. | would like
to take this opportunity to thank the employ-
ees and donors of Bonfils Blood Center before
this body of Congress and this nation.

Since 1943, Bonfils has been an integral
part of the health care system in Colorado,
and now serves more than ninety health care
facilities across the state. When the centers
first opened, Bonfils annually collected 1,600
units of blood; today the center collects nearly
200,000 units each year. Pueblo’s Bonfils
Center opened in 1990 and consistently sup-
plies about ten percent of the blood collected
each year in Colorado. In addition to their
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blood supply services, Bonfils also operates
the Colorado Marrow Donor Program and Lab-
oratories at Bonfils. This vital public service is
possible only with the help of innumerable do-
nors and local organizations, the community
support Bonfils relies on to continue its long
record of success.

Mr. Speaker, it is a great privilege to recog-
nize the Bonfils Blood Center and its employ-
ees for their dedication to health care in Colo-
rado. Hospitals and patients all over Colorado
rely on Bonfils for a safe and adequate blood
supply, a service Bonfils has effectively deliv-
ered for six decades. It is my distinct pleasure
to honor that record of success today.

————

RENEWABLE ENERGY IN AMERICA

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 9, 2003

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
address the importance of renewable energy
in America. America’s energy consumption is
at an all time high and rising. In order to ad-
dress the imbalance between consumption
and domestic production, one part of the solu-
tion is to continue the advances in research
and development of renewable energy re-
sources.

In my home state of Nevada, the sun shines
more than 300 days out of the year. We are
also blessed with an abundant amount of
other renewable energy sources such as geo-
thermal, wind and biomass. Nevada is a per-
fect laboratory for renewable energy research.

We also can boast that we have one of the
top research centers in the country for renew-
able energy. Since the 1970’'s, The Desert Re-
search Institute or DRI has been actively re-
searching ways to put renewable resources to
better use, especially for commercial use. In
the past, DRI has conducted solar energy re-
search by developing a facility where it was
completely cooled and heated by solar energy.

At the present time, DRI scientists and engi-
neers are developing a solar and wind pow-
ered system that produces hydrogen for a fuel
cell with excess renewable energy so that
continuous power can be provided for off-grid
sites. These fuel cells also potentially would
power hydrogen fuel cell cars. This technology
is a cornerstone in President Bush’s national
energy plan.

Because the research being conducted in
Nevada, it will not only have an impact in my
home state, but will also impact all Americans
in the long term from having a more secure
and environmentally sustainable mix of energy
sources.

————

POSTAL CIVIL SERVICE RETIRE-
MENT SYSTEM FUNDING RE-
FORM ACT OF 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS
OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 8, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of S. 380, the Postal Civil Service Retirement
System Funding Reform Act of 2003. I'd like
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