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“The cut in foster care and adoption pro-
grams, if achieved by reducing the number of
children eligible for foster care assistance
payments, would lead to the elimination of
benefits for 65,000 abused and neglected chil-
dren.”

“The cut in the food stamp program, if
achieved by lowering the maximum benefit,
would lead to a reduction in the average ben-
efit from an already lean 91 cents per meal to
84 cents.”

When’s the last time one of the plutocrats
in Congress waded through a meal that cost
84 cents?

The Senate budget is not as egregious. It
calls for a total of about $900 billion in tax
cuts, and there is no demand for cuts in enti-
tlement programs. But it is not a reasonable
budget. In fact, there’s something obscene
about a millionaires’ club like the Senate
proposing close to a trillion dollars in tax
cuts for the rich while the country is already
cutting social programs, running up huge
budget deficits and fighting a war in the
Middle East.

At least in the House budget the first—if
not the worst—of the cuts are in plain view.
In the Senate plan the inevitable pain of the
Bush budget policies remains concealed.

“There is a significant human toll in the
Senate budget, but it’s in the future,” said
Robert Greenstein, the center’s executive di-
rector. “What | mean is that given the defi-
cits we’re already in, you can’t keep doing
tax cuts like this—you can’t keep cutting
your revenue base—without it inevitably
leading to sharp budget cuts.”

House and Senate conferees are now trying
to resolve the differences in the two budget
proposals. They will do all they can to mini-
mize the public relations hit that is bound to
come when you’re handing trainloads of
money to the rich while taking food off the
tables of the poor. So you can expect some
dismantling of the House proposal.

But no matter what they do, the day of
reckoning is not far off. The budget cuts are
coming. In voodoo economics, the transfer of
wealth is from the poor and the working
classes to the rich. It may not be pretty, but
it’s the law.

———

A CELEBRATION OF YOUTH IN
HONOR OF SELENA AND JAMES
BURNETTE

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the birth and life of my
grandchildren, Selena Anastasia and James
Azarial, born February 26, 1997 to Elizabeth
and Fred Burnette. My wife Bonnie and | join
with James and Selena’s other grandparents,
Bonnie and Charles Burnette, to celebrate
these children.

In James and Selena’s birth year we made
great advances in space technology. Onboard
our flight to Mars was “Sojourner.” This roving
device, the first autonomous vehicle to travel
on another planet, sent back to earth chemical
analyses of soil and rocks. Sojourner was one
of the greatest achievements in our space
travel history.

Inventors play a unique role in our history
creating new products to improve our way of
life. Invention comes from the Latin, inventio,
to discover or find out. Today, we continue to
“find out” and create new ways to travel, grow
food, communicate, and continue exploration
of uncharted territory.
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| hope that for these children curiosity will
always be their guide so that they and their
generation will continue scientific research to
invent ways to make their own lives better.

| hope that as we consider legislation for
these new issues we consider what we can
contribute to our children and grandchildren by
encouraging invention. | hope that we can
leave Selena and James, and children and
grandchildren everywhere, a brighter future
because of our decisions today.

——————

TRIBUTE TO SGT. JAMES W.
HALLMAN

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor one of this nation’s most dedi-
cated citizens, Sergeant James W. Hallman,
Jr. On February 24, 2003, we lost James
when he was senselessly gunned down during
a morning stroll in Cantonment, the randomly
chosen victim of a crime that has no expla-
nation. We will forever miss James, but his im-
pact and influence on our Northwest Florida
community will never be forgotten.

A 34-year veteran of the Pensacola Police
Department, James was the epitome of every
law enforcement officer in the world. James
was awarded the prestigious Silver Cross from
the department in 1989 for going above and
beyond the call of duty when he attempted to
rescue two children near the 17th Avenue
boat ramp. It was that dedication and deter-
mination to serve his community to the fur-
thest lengths of his abilities that made him a
hero to all and an officer to whom so many
have tried to model themselves after.

Probably best known as the “Candy Man,”
James could always be found passing out
candy to children when he was out patrolling
schools and housing developments. As Chief
John Mathis said at his funeral, “there is little
doubt in my mind that right now, James is
passing out candy to angels in heaven.”

James’ dedication to serving his community
did not end upon his retirement from the po-
lice force in 1998. He was a member of the
East Brent Baptist Church, the Brownsville
Masonic Lodge, 32 Degree Scottich Rite and
York Rite Mason, and the Hadji Shrine Tem-
ple. He was a man who lived to serve his
community and for that we will be forever
grateful.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to offer my sincere
and heartfelt condolences to the family of Sgt.
James W. Hallman for their loss. His friends
knew him as a kind man with an easy laugh
and his coworkers knew him more for putting
his fingers in his pocket to pull out candy than
for putting his hand on his gun belt. On this
such occasion, we honor one of America’s
greatest citizens, Sgt. James W. Hallman, Jr.,
whose legacy will live on long beyond his
passing.
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IMPORTANT
RECORDS TO

TRANSMITTAL OF
CONGRESSIONAL
POLAND

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today | wish
to direct the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to a sad anniversary. Almost 60
years ago, on April 13, 1943, Americans
awoke to a startling announcement from Radio
Berlin: the disclosure that thousands of bodies
of Polish officers had been found by the Ger-
mans in a remote wood near the Dneiper
River called Katyn Forest. These men had
been captured in the fall of 1939 by the Red
Army and executed the following spring by the
NKVD which later became the KGB. Until the
German discovery all trace of these men had
disappeared.

The German discovery put tremendous
strain on the western alliance from the mo-
ment it was announced. Our mortal enemy
had accused the Soviet Union, a great ally
who had just defeated the Wehrmacht at Sta-
lingrad, of the unspeakable crime of murdering
prisoners of war. For many in the West, it ap-
peared to be a cheap propaganda stunt by Jo-
seph Goebbels. Perhaps the Germans had
murdered the Poles and were merely covering
their tracks by blaming the crime on the Sovi-
ets. But as more and more facts were col-
lected, it became abundantly clear that the
Russians, not the Germans, had the blood of
the Poles on their hands.

Over the next two years the governments of
the United States and Great Britain took great
pains to hold together the Alliance with the
Soviet Union and downplayed Soviet responsi-
bility for the murders in Katyn Forest and at
two other sites that took the lives of more than
14,000 Polish officers. Eyewitness reports that
should have been made public were classified
top secret and subsequently disappeared. An
Ambassador to the Balkans was forbidden to
disclose incriminating documents and photo-
graphs. Polish broadcasters were censored by
the Office of War Information.

Finally, between September, 1951 and De-
cember, 1952, a Select Committee of the U.S.
Congress stepped in to investigate this hor-
rible crime. This committee held hearings in
six cities and four countries, received testi-
mony from 81 witnesses and took depositions
from another 100 who could not appear in per-
son. Its published report of 2,162 pages filled
seven volumes. In many ways, this investiga-
tion was Congress at its best. It meticulously
assembled a body of fact that left no doubt
about its principal conclusions: first, that the
Soviets were guilty; and second, that the State
Department and Army Intelligence (G-2) had
engaged in a determined effort to shield the
American people from the truth.

| recently learned that the seven-volume
published record of the Select Committee to
investigate the Katyn Forest massacre is not
available anywhere in Poland. At the request
of the Polish Government, | have arranged to
provide Poland with a copy of this record
which most experts believe is the most com-
prehensive body of record ever assembled on
this subject. | would like to thank the Librarian
of Congress, Dr. James H. Billington, and his
fine staff for their extensive cooperation and
assistance in this matter.
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On Friday, | will present this document to
Ambassador Przemyslaw Grudzinski, who will
accept it on behalf of the Polish government.
These records will then travel to Poland with
Mr. Allen Paul, an American author whose
book, Katyn: Stalin’'s Massacre and the Seeds
of Polish Resurrection, provides a comprehen-
sive overview of the crime and the context in
which it occurred. Mr. Paul's book has recently
been translated into Polish and will be re-
leased at an event in Warsaw on April 12. He
will place the hearing record at that time, in
my behalf, in the hands of Mr. Andrzej
Przewoznik, Secretary General of the Polish
Government Council on War Archives, Public
Monuments and Historic Sites.

It is to be hoped that the record established
by the Select Committee will aid public offi-
cials, historians and many others in efforts to
understand the terrible crime of Katyn and its
continuing impact on Russo-Polish relations. |
am including with this statement some ex-
cerpts of Mr. Paul’s reflections on the impor-
tance and scope of the select committee
which will be delivered on April 12 in Warsaw
at a Conference on the 60th Anniversary of
Disclosure of the Katyn Forest Massacre.

Mr. Speaker, as we observe the anniversary
of the discovery of this tragedy, let us hope
and pray that humanity is spared such trage-
dies in the future.

THOUGHTS ABOUT THE CONGRESSIONAL
INVESTIGATION OF KATYN

At this moment we are only a few hours
away from the sixtieth anniversary of Radio
Berlin’s sensational announcement that the
Wehrmacht had found the bodies of thou-
sands Polish officers in Katyn Forest who
had been ‘‘bestially murdered by the Bol-
sheviks.” Fresh from their catastrophic de-
feat at Stalingrad, the Germans were eager
to divert the world’s attention from the
pierced veil of Wehrmacht invincibility, and
they correctly surmised that this, too, was a
golden opportunity to sow seeds of discord in
the Western Alliance. At that moment the
victims—men who had served Poland faith-
fully, in fact one might say, valiantly, men
who represented the present and future lead-
ership of their nation, fathers and husbands,
physicians and engineers, professional sol-
diers and shopkeepers, unfortunate souls
placed by an unkind fate in Soviet hands,
prisoners of war who were not recognized as
POWs by their captors—from the moment
the news crackled over the airwaves from
Berlin, these tragic victims became geo-
political pawns and would remain so for
years to come.

. . . Amidst all the atrocities of World War
Two why have the crimes commonly referred
to as the Katyn Forest Massacre been so en-
during? Poland’s feisty wartime Ambassador
to the Soviet Union, Stanislaw Kot, proved
to be eerily prophetic on this issue. In 1941,
exasperated by continued stonewalling by
the Soviet government on the case of his
country’s missing soldiers Kot said, ‘‘People
are not like steam. They cannot evaporate.”
More than 60 years later, we are still think-
ing, writing and debating the facts of the
case because, | suspect, it provides such a
powerful mirror into the human soul.

Let me turn now to one of the great mile-
stones on the arduous path to truth about
the terrible murders in Katyn Forest, that
being the work of what was officially called
“The Select Committee to Conduct an Inves-
tigation and Study of the Facts, Evidence
and Circumstances on the Katyn Forest Mas-
sacre.”

On September 18, 1951 the United States
Congress authorized what would become the
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most comprehensive neutral investigation of
this crime ever undertaken. It followed by
five years an abortive attempt to address
this darkest of tragedies at the Nuremberg
trials. That charade collapsed under the
sheer weight of Soviet prosecutorial inepti-
tude. In 1948 the Poles themselves—through
their London-based government-in-exile—
completed their own investigation and pub-
lished it as, The Crime of Katyn: Facts and
Documents. It was the most complete record
of the crime at the time but it was far from
what the Poles had hoped for: a high profile,
independent investigation and trial to prove
once and for all that the Soviets—not the
Germans—were responsible for these brutal
murders.

In their conclusion to the 1948 report, the
Poles had emphasized Roman-law canon: i.e.
‘““nobody can be judge in his own case.” The
Soviets had attempted with disastrous effect
to judge their own case at Nuremberg. The
Poles knew that they, no more than the So-
viets, could judge this case, thus they called
for an international tribunal to affix guilt
and mete out punishment.

In a sense the investigation sponsored by
the U.S. Congress vindicated the Poles’ find-
ings in 1948. The congressional investigation
lasted from September 18, 1951 to December
22, 1952. It resulted in hearings in six cities
and four countries; 81 witnesses were heard;
and private depositions were taken from 100
individuals, most of whom required anonym-
ity to protect relatives still in Poland. The
final report of 2,162 pages filled seven vol-
umes. After all was said and done, the Select
Committee of Congress concluded, just as
the Polish Government-in-Exile had four
years earlier, that an international tribunal,
in this case the new United Nations Inter-
national Court Justice, should investigate
the crime.

This similarity of findings in no way di-
minishes the scope and importance of the
congressional investigation. Once and for all
it put the United States clearly on the side
of the truth in this case and that was no
small accomplishment. The committee clear-
ly, meticulously and, | would say, coura-
geously documented U.S. concealment of So-
viet guilt and its de facto pursuit of an ends
justifies the means policy.

. . . Like the recommendations of the Pol-
ish government-in-exile in 1948, the rec-
ommendations of the Select Committee of
Congress were never acted on. During the
war geopolitical realities—principally the
fear that the Soviets would sign a separate
peace with Germany—stood squarely in the
way. After the war geopolitical realities—the
fact that the Soviets could block action at
the United Nations—continued to stand
squarely in the way.

. . The words of Sir Owen O’Malley and
Ambassador Stanislaw Kot ring just true
today as the day they were uttered. Kot told
us in 1941, “People are not like steam. They
cannot evaporate.” Kot would tell us today
that the quest for justice for Poland’s offi-
cers and deportees will inevitably continue.
And surely O’Malley would tell us that jus-
tice, if found nowhere else, must be found in
our own hearts.

———————

IN MEMORY OF ODELIA ROBINSON

HON. STEPHANIE TUBBS JONES
OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 3, 2003
Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, Odelia

V. Robinson, known for her focus on eco-
nomic development and safety during the dec-
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ade, represented Mount Pleasant on Cleve-
land City Council.

Robinson took office in 1990 with a promise
to bring housing and youth services back to
the community that had seen little construction
in recent decades. When she resigned for
health reasons at the end of 1999, her accom-
plishments included the new Zelma George
Recreation Center as well as new houses,
apartment buildings and a shopping center.

Robinson grew up in the Miles Heights area,
where she was a lifelong member of Liberty
Hill Baptist Church and taught Sunday School.
She graduated from John Hay High School in
1948 and enrolled in the Cleveland College of
Western Reserve University. She also took
business administration courses at Cleveland
State University. In 1953, she married Clar-
ence Robinson, a bus driver who spent his
weekends playing baritone saxophone in
bands.

Odelia Robinson was the office manager for
the American Civil Liberties Union in the
1960s and later worked for the Benjamin Rose
Institute, an agency that provides services to
the elderly. She also served on the boards of
Hill House, the Murtis H. Taylor MultiServices
Center and the Inner City Renewal Society.

On behalf of the people of the 11th Con-
gressional District of Ohio and the United
States Congress, | offer my sympathies to the
family of Odelia Robinson.

————

A CELEBRATION OF YOUTH IN
HONOR OF ALEXANDER FRED-
ERICK BURNETTE

HON. NICK SMITH

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 3, 2003

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor of the birth and life of my ninth
grandchild, Alexander Frederick Burnette, born
May 31, 2000, born to our daughter Elizabeth
and her husband, Fred. My wife Bonnie and |
join with Alexander's other grandparents,
Bonnie and Charles Burnette, in celebrating
Alexander.

Alexander faces a great world of great op-
portunity. Scientific discoveries and advanced
technology daily improve our lives. They allow
us to live longer, better, and more productive
lives. In the year of Alexander’s birth scientists
finished a map of the human genome. This
was a huge scientific achievement which will
help doctors and scientists improve our health
and life.

Today, we continue to push forward with
scientific advancements. Like information tech-
nology and biotechnology breakthroughs of
the past ten years, nanotechnology holds the
potential to revolutionize our way of life. How-
ever, the science is still very much in its fledg-
ling stage, so it is important that the federal
government coordinate and fund basic re-
search into the fundamental aspects of
nanotechnology so that its potential can one
day be realized.

| hope that as we consider legislation for
these new issues we consider what we can
contribute to our children and grandchildren by
encouraging new technologies. | hope that we
can leave Alexander, and his generation every
where, with a brighter future because of what
we accomplish today.
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