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Mariposa County. | urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Sheriff C.A. “Pelk” Richards
many more years of success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO NANCY RIVARD
HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am delighted
to pay tribute to one of my most extraordinary
constituents, a beacon of kindness in the
world, Ms. Nancy Rivard. This outstanding
woman is a former airline attendant who sin-
gle-handedly founded the Airline Ambassadors
International (AAl), an extraordinary non-profit
organization dedicated to improving the lives
of needy children from all over the world.

Ms. Rivard’'s desire to establish this organi-
zation, dedicated to making a difference in the
lives of needy children began over ten years
ago. After years of trial, turmoil and rejection
her dream finally became a reality when AAI
was founded in 1996. Every year this wonder-
ful organization makes a difference in the lives
of over 100,000 children in 25 of the world’s
most troubled countries by having its members
hand-deliver food, clothing, medicine, school
supplies and personal care products directly to
the children in the receiving countries. Since
its inception AAI has seen the ranks of its vol-
unteers grow to more than 400 people who
have contributed over 600,000 hours of their
time.

Mr. Speaker, this remarkable organization is
made up of 4 different components. First, the
Humanitarian Aid Program coordinates the
local effort to collect and sort humanitarian
and medical supplies. Volunteers arrange the
pick up and packing of donations and then
with the help of a participating airline, they
ship the items to the countries that are cur-
rently receiving aid. From there the donations
are hand-delivered directly to the children. The
volunteers also are involved with facility refur-
bishing, holiday parties and planting trees.
Second is the Children’'s Escort Program,
which supplies volunteer escorts for children in
need of medical care in the United States. AAl
provides the adoption agency or nonprofit or-
ganization with a previously screened and
qualified escort at a significantly reduced air-
fare. The child’s airfare is provided through the
“Miles for Kids” program. The third component
is the Youth Programs. These programs give
young people the chance to be involved in the
humanitarian missions, a unique opportunity
that offers adolescences the chance to help
needy kids their own age and experience kind-
ness and compassion on a whole new level.
AAl also co-sponsors an annual youth art
competition that has received entries from
over 60,000 children in approximately 62
countries. Finally, the fourth component of AAI
involves members volunteering at special
events, locally, nationally and internationally
with goals to better the world and bring good-
will into action.

Mr. Speaker, Nancy Rivard’'s tireless work
has helped countless children in their time of
need. Her selflessness, passion and drive
have not only given the world’s needy children
the chance to experience things they had only
dreamed of, but more importantly, she has
given these children a glimmer of hope. Her
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plan to build Airline Ambassadors into an or-
ganization of even more strength and ability is
an ambitious plan, one that should be ap-
plauded. Nancy was recently presented with a
well-deserved “National Caring Award” for her
accomplishments with AAI.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to say that this
remarkable woman is one of my longtime con-
stituents and it delights me to think that | am
representing such a fine example of the Amer-
ican people. | urge all my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Nancy Rivard, for this
exceptional woman is truly an inspiration to all
of us, proving that one person can make a dif-
ference.

————

COMMENDING THE ADMINISTRA-
TION’S POSITION ON THE ISSUE
OF TAIWAN

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, Secretary of
State Powell was in Beijing recently, asking for
Beijing’s assistance on the issues of North
Korea and Iraq. Beijing responded by asking
the Bush Administration to consider “trade-
offs,” especially more American flexibility on
the issue of Taiwan. | want to commend Sec-
retary Powell and the Bush Administration for
refusing to participate in this sort of irrespon-
sible horse-trading.

We continue to support peaceful solution to
any political disagreements between the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and Taiwan. At the
same time, Congress has repeatedly voiced
its commitment to defend the people of Tai-
wan from aggression, and we have backed
this commitment with economic, political and
military cooperation. | believe that this Admin-
istration has done an exemplary job of rein-
forcing this commitment by refusing to com-
promise Taiwan’'s security in the face of Bei-
jing’s attempts at coercion.

Meanwhile, Beijing has turned a deaf ear to
Taiwan President Chen Shui-Bian's calls for
renewed dialogue between the two. This lack
of communication will certainly result in mis-
understanding, and could lead to dangerous
miscalculations by both sides. These sorts of
miscalculations can in turn lead to the sort of
military confrontation that we all wish to avoid.
| therefore strongly urge Beijing’s new leader-
ship to remove Chinese missiles from the area
along the Taiwan Strait and to embrace a
peaceful approach to managing the cross-
strait relationship.

It is time for bilateral dialogue on economic
cooperation, democratic governance, improved
human rights and peaceful resolution of all
issues between Taiwan and the People’s Re-
public of China.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LA-
BORERS’ INTERNATIONAL UNION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | know that all Members of the
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House of Representatives will want to join me
in saluting the Laborers’ International Union of
North America (LIUNA) on the 100th anniver-
sary of its founding. LIUNA, through its mil-
lions of members over the years, has long
played a vital role in building America through
the construction of highways, bridges, dams
and power plants, factories, office buildings,
schools, churches, hospitals, apartments, and
houses throughout the country.

The first president of the AFL-CIO, Samuel
Gompers, convened the meeting in April,
1903, that resulted in the creation of the Inter-
national Hod Carriers’ and Building Laborers’
Union of America. That union represented just
8,000 workers. In 1965, the name was
changed to the Laborers’ International Union
of North America to reflect the expansion of
the union beyond the construction field.

Today, LIUNA consists of approximately
800,000 members in more than 650 locals
throughout the country. LIUNA members work
in a wide variety of fields including local, state
and federal governments, health care, ship-
building and hazardous waste removal.

LIUNA is one of the most innovative unions
in the labor movement, with state of the art
training centers across North America. LIUNA
has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment
to protecting the rights of laborers and is
among the most successful unions at orga-
nizing within the labor federation today.

LIUNA’s success is predicated on the pro-
tection and promotion of its members—goals
that are achieved through the dedication and
hard work of union officers and their rep-
resentatives working at all levels of govern-
ment. The efforts of these men and women to
protect and enhance the welfare of LIUNA's
members serves to better the lives of all work-
ers throughout the United States.

LIUNA'’s efforts to raise the standard of liv-
ing for laborers are deserving of our attention
and admiration. This is an extraordinary union
whose leadership works hard every day to
protect members’ health and safety, provide
laborers a strong voice in the workplace, pro-
vide extensive skill training to empower mem-
bers to reach their full potential, and perhaps
most importantly, to ensure dignity, respect
and security for laborers in the workplace.

Mr. Speaker, | join LIUNA’s officers and
members in celebrating their 100th Anniver-
sary, and | salute the work of the Laborers
International Union of North America. | encour-
age my colleagues to similarly respect the
positive impacts LIUNA has had within their
home districts and states, and | encourage
them to express their support of this historic
anniversary.

———

182 YEARS OF FREEDOM AND
INDEPENDENCE IN GREECE

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in com-
memoration of the 182 years that have passed
since the Greek people’s revolution from the
Ottoman Empire. Nearly 400 years ago, the
Greek people embarked on a powerful revolu-
tion against the Ottoman oppressors. As
Bishop Germanos of Patras raised the Greek
flag at Agia Lavras following the fall of Con-
stantinople, the ancient Greeks forged a
mighty wave of democracy and freedom.
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Long after the triumphs of 1821, Greece
continues to prove itself as a loyal ally of the
United States and an internationally recog-
nized advocate of democracy. Greece is one
of only three nations in the world beyond
those of the former British Empire to be allied
with the United States in every major inter-
national conflict of the 20th century. | have lit-
tle doubt this impressive and dependable rela-
tionship will continue throughout the 21st cen-
tury and beyond. In the Balkans, Greece has
played a steady hand of democracy in the
face of regional unrest and instability.

As we continue in our efforts to free the
world of terrorism, Greece again stands firm
with the United States. Our efforts in the war
against terror would not be as successful with-
out the continued assistance from our allies in
Greece. Greece'’s reliability as a stable de-
mocracy and key NATO ally is critical in our
efforts to advocate international peace and
stability.

As we celebrate 182 years of freedom and
independence, | salute and thank the Greek
people for their spirit and their ongoing pursuit
of peace. To Greece, a free and democratic
ally: “Cronia polla hellas”.

——————

COMMENDING THE NEW YORK
CITY COUNCIL’'S EFFORTS AT
SUPPORTING PEACE

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, as we begin an
unjust invasion of Irag, | think that it is appro-
priate that this chamber hears from citizens
and leaders on the local level, and not just the
representatives of the Administration.

Last week, on March 12, 2003, the New
York City Council courageously passed resolu-
tion 549-A, condemning current plans for an
invasion of Irag. They did so representing their
constituents, who have made it abundantly
clear through letters, faxes, emails and public
protests, that the costs are too great and the
evidence too suspect to support an invasion.
The resolution represents the voice of the
people of our great city.

| applaud the majority of the members of the
Council for their principled fight for peace and
diplomacy. | commend them for resisting the
tempting safety of silence and risk being un-
fairly labeled and misunderstood as “unpatri-
otic.”

We live in a time where no one wants to
challenge our foreign policy decisions for fear
of being perceived not supportive of freedom
or of our brave men and women who poised
for the invasion of Irag. However, when history
records where elected leaders were at the
time that this fateful decision between war and
international cooperation was made, it will be
clear that it was the City Council of New York
who stood strongly as voices for peace.

| invite you to read excerpts of their resolu-
tion, so that it can be clear why the elected
representatives of the citizens of the City of
New York, still recovering from the attack of
September 11, believe that real peace and de-
mocracy should be secured by law, not force.
NEW YORK CITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION URGING

MILITARY RESTRAINT IN IRAQ

Resolution calling on the government of

the United States to make all efforts to
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work through the United Nations Security
Council in a manner that would reaffirm our
Nation’s commitment to the rule of law and
the primacy of human rights in our inter-
national relationships, and to take all appro-
priate steps toward securing the participa-
tion of other nations and international bod-
ies in the effort to ensure that Irag does not
possess biological, chemical or nuclear weap-
ons and toward promoting human rights for
all the people of Iraqg; and further calling on
the government of the United States to work
through the United Nations Security Council
and with other nations to ensure the
unimpeded access of United Nations weapons
inspectors to all areas of and facilities in
Irag and to ensure that the inspectors be
given a full and fair opportunity to conduct
their efforts in accordance with United Na-
tions Security Council resolutions; and fur-
ther calling upon the Council of the City of
New York to oppose a pre-emptive military
attack on Irag unless it is demonstrated that
Iraq poses a real and imminent threat to the
security and safety of the United States or
its allies or unless other options for achiev-
ing compliance with United Nations resolu-
tions calling for the elimination of weapons
of mass destruction and the means for their
development have failed.

By Council Members Perkins, Baez, Bar-
ron, Boyland, Brewer, Clarke, Comrie, Davis,
DeBlasio, Dilan, Espada, Foster, Gerson,
Gioia, Gonzalez, Jackson, Koppell, Liu,
Lopez, Martinez, the Speaker (Council Mem-
ber Miller), Monserrate, Moskowitz, Quinn,
Reed, Reyna, Sanders, Seabrook, Serrano,
Stewart, Vann and Yassky.

Whereas, The manner in which the United
States government is responding to the cri-
sis involving Iraq has caused great concern
among many New Yorkers, resulting in one
of the largest public demonstrations in the
history of the City of New York on February
15, 2003; and

Whereas, The Council of the City of New
York is the locally elected voice of the peo-
ple of the City of New York; and

Whereas, Saddam Hussein has violated
United Nations resolutions requiring his gov-
ernment to destroy biological, chemical and
nuclear weapons, cease the development of
such weapons and permit international in-
spection of all areas and facilities to ensure
compliance with such resolutions; and

Whereas, Although international weapons
inspections barred by Iraq in 1998 have been
reinstituted in response to international
pressure, particularly from the United
States, there is evidence that despite some
cooperation, Iraq is not fully complying with
United Nations resolutions; and

Whereas, It is imperative that Irag not be
allowed to possess, use or export biological,
chemical or nuclear weapons, or weapons of
terror, and that Iraq fully comply with
United Nations resolutions; and

Whereas, Since taking power in 1979, Sad-
dam Hussein’s regime has committed human
rights violations against the Iraqi people on
a massive scale—documented by Amnesty
International, Human Rights Watch and oth-
ers—and we condemn these crimes and the
ongoing oppression of the lraqi people, in-
cluding the Kurdish, Shiite and the other mi-
nority groups; and

Whereas, It is in the interest of all nations,
including the United States, that threats to
world peace and violations of human rights
be dealt with in accordance with inter-
national law and, whenever possible, on a
multilateral basis; and

Whereas, A pre-emptive United States
military attack on lIraq, absent a real and
imminent threat to the security and safety
of the United States or its allies and absent
the support of the international community
would violate our commitments to the
United Nations charter; and
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Whereas, War has grave repercussions in
terms of loss of life; and

Whereas, While it is difficult to project the
financial costs of war, a thorough analysis
published by the National Bureau of Eco-
nomic Research estimates that the total cost
of invasion, occupation, peace-keeping, re-
construction, nation-building and necessary
humanitarian assistance might range from
$150 to $750 billion;

Whereas, Such cost would place an enor-
mous strain on our nation’s ability to main-
tain the infrastructure, human services and
social programs necessary for our nation’s
security, general welfare and progress; and

Whereas, It has not been substantiated
that all other means of disarming Saddam
Hussein in accordance with United Nations
resolutions have been attempted and have
failed; and

Whereas, The United States government
has not articulated how a military attack
would result in the formation of an Iraqi
government that rejects the development of
nuclear, biological or chemical weapons and
promotes freedom and democracy; and

Whereas, In the event that our armed
forces are called into combat in Iraq, we rec-
ognize, honor and appreciate the commit-
ment, service and valor of our military per-
sonnel, and together with their families, we
fervently hope for their safe return; and

Whereas, This resolution speaks of the
United States’ response to the current crisis
involving Irag and does not address any ac-
tion the United States might take in re-
sponse to any future humanitarian crisis;
now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the government of the
United States should make all efforts to
work through the United Nations Security
Council in a manner that would reaffirm our
nation’s commitment to the rule of law and
the primacy of human rights in our inter-
national relationships, and should take all
appropriate steps toward securing the par-
ticipation of other nations and international
bodies in the effort to ensure that Iraq does
not possess biological, chemical or nuclear
weapons and toward promoting human rights
for all the people of Iraqg; and be it further

Resolved, That the government of the
United States should work through the
United Nations Security Council and with
other nations to ensure the unimpeded ac-
cess of United Nations weapons inspectors to
all areas of and facilities in Irag and to en-
sure that the inspectors be given a full and
fair opportunity to conduct their efforts in
accordance with United Nations Security
Council resolutions; and be it further

Resolved, That the Council of the City of
New York opposes a preemptive military at-
tack on Iraq unless it is demonstrated that
Irag poses a real and imminent threat to the
security and safety of the United States or
its allies or unless all other options for
achieving compliance with United Nations
resolutions calling for the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction and the means
for their development have failed.

—————

IN MEMORY OF MARINE LANCE
CORPORAL THOMAS SLOCUM OF
THORNTON, CO

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, |
learned today that Colorado has suffered its
first casualty in the war on Iraqg. Lance Cor-
poral Thomas Slocum was one of nine Ma-
rines killed near Al Nasiriyah on Sunday,
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