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Since he became president of M&DS in
1997, the company has met or exceeded its fi-
nancial goals every year while increasing
sales from $1 billion to over $2 billion. Under
Mr. Hansen’s leadership, M&DS has received
several business awards and distinctions, in-
cluding the highest technical accreditation ever
accorded a single company, SEI SE/SW
CMMI Maturity level 5 from the Carnegie Mel-
lon Institute. Computerworld magazine also
featured the company as one of the “Top 100
Best Places to Work in IT” for the last two
years.

Mr. Hansen directed a broad array of infor-
mation technology business areas with capa-
bilities in system engineering and integration,
architectural definition, and large-scale data
and information software systems design, de-
velopment and implementation. Additionally,
major elements of the company are engaged
in system operations, maintenance and en-
hancement at customer facilities.

Mr. Hansen’s business philosophy is driven
his unwaivering commitment to the highest
ethical standards. He strongly believes that if
you genuinely care about your customers and
help them succeed, you succeed. To maintain
competitiveness, Mr. Hansen believes a com-
pany must attract and retain the best employ-
ees and create an environment that allows
them to flourish.

Mr. Hansen began his career in 1968 with
GE Aerospace (GEA) in Valley Forge, Penn-
sylvania. In 1974, he became program man-
ager supporting the Landsat satellite system.
In 1977, he joined Management & Data Sys-
tems where he held a number of increasingly
responsible engineering and program manage-
ment positions. In 1988, Mr. Hansen took on
the assignment of managing GEA’s Aerospace
Information Technology component. In 1989,
he transferred to Syracuse, New York as Gen-
eral Manager of Engineering, Ocean and
Radar Systems, and in 1992 he assumed the
same position at Government Electronic Sys-
tems in Moorestown, New Jersey.

In January 1994, Mr. Hansen returned to
M&DS as vice president, Requirements Man-
agement Systems, and in March 1995 as-
sumed the role of executive vice president of
M&DS. Mr. Hansen was then named president
of Management & Data Systems in March
1997.

With his career at M&DS near its end, Mr.
Hansen said that if he could leave just one
thing behind, it would be M&DS Guiding Prin-
ciples or what he calls “the right stuff’—his
recipe for a world-class business. He urged
employees to read, understand and person-
alize them, and he encouraged them to make
certain that decisions are made in the best in-
terest of the country, the customer and the
corporation.

Mr. Speaker, fellow colleagues, please join
me in paying tribute to the exemplary accom-
plishments of Mr. Marcus C. Hansen, for his
achievements as a business leader and patriot
who exemplifies the spirit that has made this
country great. | wish Marc continued success
as he utilizes his energies and talents in new
and exciting ways. | wish Marc and his wife
Cheryl much happiness in the future.
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TRIBUTE TO MR. VINCENT L.
BARILE, DEPUTY UNDER SEC-
RETARY FOR MEMORIAL AF-
FAIRS

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to pay tribute to Mr. Vincent L.
Barile, Deputy Under Secretary for Memorial
Affairs, who retired after 28 years of service at
the Department of Veterans Affairs, VA.

Vince began his career with VA in 1975 as
a veterans’ benefits counselor. In 1976, he
transferred to the Budget Service in VA's cen-
tral office. From 1979 to 1984, he served as
a budget analyst in the Veterans Health Ad-
ministration, where he rose to supervisor of
budget formulation and operations.

In 1984, Vince joined the National Cemetery
Administration, NCA, as the director of budget
and planning. In this position he was respon-
sible for the formulation and implementation of
the annual budget, all planning activities, and
other activities including emergency prepared-
ness, energy conservation and safety pro-
grams. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs pro-
moted Vince to Deputy Under Secretary for
Management for NCA in 1990.

In 2002, Vince was appointed Deputy Under
Secretary for Memorial Affairs. In this capacity,
Vince oversaw budget and planning, informa-
tion systems, communications, human re-
sources, administration, contracting, memorial
programs, state cemetery grants, and oper-
ations and construction for 120 national ceme-
teries. Vince testified before the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee frequently on memorial affairs
issues, where he brought extensive knowledge
and experience to the witness table.

When asked what they will remember most
about Vince Barile, employees he supervised
say that he was a mentor and a teacher. He
often conducted impromptu sessions in the
hallways, always credited his employees for
their work, and helped them find opportunities
to learn. As evidence of the high regard he
had for his employees, Vince summed up his
remarks at his farewell party by saying that his
Exceptional Service Award was not his award,
but one in recognition of all his employees. He
noted that if his career was considered suc-
cessful, it was because of the people who
worked for and with him. He then applauded
his staff.

With Vince's retirement, VA is losing vast in-
stitutional knowledge and a real friend to
America’s veterans. Thank you, Vince, for
your 28 years of dedicated service to the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and the Nation.

———

HONORING THE MEN AND WOMEN
OF THE U.S. ARMED FORCES

HON. ANDER CRENSHAW

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, the United
States of America is the proud home to the
best trained, most versatile, and most com-
mitted voluntary military force in the world.

The men and women of our armed forces
defend our lives, our freedom, and our loved
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ones at a moment’'s notice, without question.
This incredible commitment provides an incal-
culable benefit to the citizens of the United
States of America; for this, | rise today on be-
half of the Fourth Congressional District of
Florida to say thank you.

There is a tremendous sense of patriotism
among those in the military. These men and
women answer a call to duty that often means
the difference between life and death. The
men and women of our armed forces are the
first sent to confront the unknown; they face
danger until the last threat is gone.

This unwavering commitment to defending
our freedom extends beyond asking our sol-
diers, sailors, airmen, and marines for their
duty; this commitment includes asking their
parents, their spouses, and their children to
stay strong while they are fighting for freedom
on a foreign shore.

To the men and women of our Armed
Forces, thank you. Your sacrifice is priceless.
Your dedication is greatly appreciated.

————

HONORING SHERIFF C.A. “PELK”
RICHARDS

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Sheriff C.A. “Pelk” Richards for
his commitment and dedication to the
Mariposa County Law Enforcement. On Fri-
day, May 2nd his retirement will be celebrated
at Sheriff C.A. “Pelk” Richards’ Retirement
Dinner in Mariposa, California.

Pelk Richards has been an active member
of the community throughout his life. He is a
Mariposa native who was born in San Diego
and raised in Mariosa County. Pelk graduated
from Mariposa County High School and mar-
ried his high school sweetheart, Dorothy. In
his younger years, he was a steer and team
roper while taking part in the Triangle Roping
Club and the California Cowboys Association.

On July 1, 1972 Mr. Richards joined the
Mariposa County Sheriff's Office as a Deputy
Sheriff/Jailer. Pelk was very progressive and
worked his way up the rank structure at the
Sheriff's Office. He was promoted to Sergeant
in 1977 while receiving the Outstanding Ser-
geant Award, and again promoted to Com-
mander in 1985 and later moved up to Under-
sheriff in 1990. Pelk was sworn in as
Mariposa’s 21st Sheriff in January of 1999.

During his career, Sheriff Richards solved
all homicides assigned to him and was
deemed to be a Court expert in Narcotics. In
1990, he was awarded the “J. Edgar Hoover”
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year Award.
Pelk was also responsible for writing 417(b)
California Penal Code-Protecting Peace Offi-
cers Legislation. Immediately after taking of-
fice, Sheriff Richards gathered his command
staff and created a Mission, Vision, and Value
Statement which held to the mission “to con-
trol, prevent, and reduce crimes in all our
communities, while being courteous, profes-
sional, and respectful.” He also developed a
Terrorism Response Plan for Mariposa County
in response to the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11th.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to honor Sheriff
C.A. “Pelk” Richards for his dedication to
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Mariposa County. | urge my colleagues to join
me in wishing Sheriff C.A. “Pelk” Richards
many more years of success.

———

A TRIBUTE TO NANCY RIVARD
HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am delighted
to pay tribute to one of my most extraordinary
constituents, a beacon of kindness in the
world, Ms. Nancy Rivard. This outstanding
woman is a former airline attendant who sin-
gle-handedly founded the Airline Ambassadors
International (AAl), an extraordinary non-profit
organization dedicated to improving the lives
of needy children from all over the world.

Ms. Rivard’'s desire to establish this organi-
zation, dedicated to making a difference in the
lives of needy children began over ten years
ago. After years of trial, turmoil and rejection
her dream finally became a reality when AAI
was founded in 1996. Every year this wonder-
ful organization makes a difference in the lives
of over 100,000 children in 25 of the world’s
most troubled countries by having its members
hand-deliver food, clothing, medicine, school
supplies and personal care products directly to
the children in the receiving countries. Since
its inception AAI has seen the ranks of its vol-
unteers grow to more than 400 people who
have contributed over 600,000 hours of their
time.

Mr. Speaker, this remarkable organization is
made up of 4 different components. First, the
Humanitarian Aid Program coordinates the
local effort to collect and sort humanitarian
and medical supplies. Volunteers arrange the
pick up and packing of donations and then
with the help of a participating airline, they
ship the items to the countries that are cur-
rently receiving aid. From there the donations
are hand-delivered directly to the children. The
volunteers also are involved with facility refur-
bishing, holiday parties and planting trees.
Second is the Children’'s Escort Program,
which supplies volunteer escorts for children in
need of medical care in the United States. AAl
provides the adoption agency or nonprofit or-
ganization with a previously screened and
qualified escort at a significantly reduced air-
fare. The child’s airfare is provided through the
“Miles for Kids” program. The third component
is the Youth Programs. These programs give
young people the chance to be involved in the
humanitarian missions, a unique opportunity
that offers adolescences the chance to help
needy kids their own age and experience kind-
ness and compassion on a whole new level.
AAl also co-sponsors an annual youth art
competition that has received entries from
over 60,000 children in approximately 62
countries. Finally, the fourth component of AAI
involves members volunteering at special
events, locally, nationally and internationally
with goals to better the world and bring good-
will into action.

Mr. Speaker, Nancy Rivard’'s tireless work
has helped countless children in their time of
need. Her selflessness, passion and drive
have not only given the world’s needy children
the chance to experience things they had only
dreamed of, but more importantly, she has
given these children a glimmer of hope. Her
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plan to build Airline Ambassadors into an or-
ganization of even more strength and ability is
an ambitious plan, one that should be ap-
plauded. Nancy was recently presented with a
well-deserved “National Caring Award” for her
accomplishments with AAI.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to say that this
remarkable woman is one of my longtime con-
stituents and it delights me to think that | am
representing such a fine example of the Amer-
ican people. | urge all my colleagues to join
me in paying tribute to Nancy Rivard, for this
exceptional woman is truly an inspiration to all
of us, proving that one person can make a dif-
ference.

————

COMMENDING THE ADMINISTRA-
TION’S POSITION ON THE ISSUE
OF TAIWAN

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. ENGLISH. Mr. Speaker, Secretary of
State Powell was in Beijing recently, asking for
Beijing’s assistance on the issues of North
Korea and Iraq. Beijing responded by asking
the Bush Administration to consider “trade-
offs,” especially more American flexibility on
the issue of Taiwan. | want to commend Sec-
retary Powell and the Bush Administration for
refusing to participate in this sort of irrespon-
sible horse-trading.

We continue to support peaceful solution to
any political disagreements between the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and Taiwan. At the
same time, Congress has repeatedly voiced
its commitment to defend the people of Tai-
wan from aggression, and we have backed
this commitment with economic, political and
military cooperation. | believe that this Admin-
istration has done an exemplary job of rein-
forcing this commitment by refusing to com-
promise Taiwan’'s security in the face of Bei-
jing’s attempts at coercion.

Meanwhile, Beijing has turned a deaf ear to
Taiwan President Chen Shui-Bian's calls for
renewed dialogue between the two. This lack
of communication will certainly result in mis-
understanding, and could lead to dangerous
miscalculations by both sides. These sorts of
miscalculations can in turn lead to the sort of
military confrontation that we all wish to avoid.
| therefore strongly urge Beijing’s new leader-
ship to remove Chinese missiles from the area
along the Taiwan Strait and to embrace a
peaceful approach to managing the cross-
strait relationship.

It is time for bilateral dialogue on economic
cooperation, democratic governance, improved
human rights and peaceful resolution of all
issues between Taiwan and the People’s Re-
public of China.

———

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LA-
BORERS’ INTERNATIONAL UNION

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, | know that all Members of the
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House of Representatives will want to join me
in saluting the Laborers’ International Union of
North America (LIUNA) on the 100th anniver-
sary of its founding. LIUNA, through its mil-
lions of members over the years, has long
played a vital role in building America through
the construction of highways, bridges, dams
and power plants, factories, office buildings,
schools, churches, hospitals, apartments, and
houses throughout the country.

The first president of the AFL-CIO, Samuel
Gompers, convened the meeting in April,
1903, that resulted in the creation of the Inter-
national Hod Carriers’ and Building Laborers’
Union of America. That union represented just
8,000 workers. In 1965, the name was
changed to the Laborers’ International Union
of North America to reflect the expansion of
the union beyond the construction field.

Today, LIUNA consists of approximately
800,000 members in more than 650 locals
throughout the country. LIUNA members work
in a wide variety of fields including local, state
and federal governments, health care, ship-
building and hazardous waste removal.

LIUNA is one of the most innovative unions
in the labor movement, with state of the art
training centers across North America. LIUNA
has repeatedly demonstrated its commitment
to protecting the rights of laborers and is
among the most successful unions at orga-
nizing within the labor federation today.

LIUNA’s success is predicated on the pro-
tection and promotion of its members—goals
that are achieved through the dedication and
hard work of union officers and their rep-
resentatives working at all levels of govern-
ment. The efforts of these men and women to
protect and enhance the welfare of LIUNA's
members serves to better the lives of all work-
ers throughout the United States.

LIUNA'’s efforts to raise the standard of liv-
ing for laborers are deserving of our attention
and admiration. This is an extraordinary union
whose leadership works hard every day to
protect members’ health and safety, provide
laborers a strong voice in the workplace, pro-
vide extensive skill training to empower mem-
bers to reach their full potential, and perhaps
most importantly, to ensure dignity, respect
and security for laborers in the workplace.

Mr. Speaker, | join LIUNA’s officers and
members in celebrating their 100th Anniver-
sary, and | salute the work of the Laborers
International Union of North America. | encour-
age my colleagues to similarly respect the
positive impacts LIUNA has had within their
home districts and states, and | encourage
them to express their support of this historic
anniversary.

———

182 YEARS OF FREEDOM AND
INDEPENDENCE IN GREECE

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 25, 2003

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in com-
memoration of the 182 years that have passed
since the Greek people’s revolution from the
Ottoman Empire. Nearly 400 years ago, the
Greek people embarked on a powerful revolu-
tion against the Ottoman oppressors. As
Bishop Germanos of Patras raised the Greek
flag at Agia Lavras following the fall of Con-
stantinople, the ancient Greeks forged a
mighty wave of democracy and freedom.
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