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Tom’s leadership, D-MORT teams have re-
sponded to numerous disasters, including the
September 11th attacks and the Oklahoma
City bombings.

Mr. Speaker, directing these teams during
such tragic situations is a daunting task. How-
ever Tom handled them with ease. He was al-
ways looking to help others while controlling
the situation with his calm and collective de-
meanor. His leadership will certainly be
missed.

It is truly an honor to recognize a man
who’s work has had such a positive and bene-
ficial impact on so many lives. Mr. Shepardson
leaves behind his wife Jacqueline, daughter
Laura and two sons Peter and Christopher.
Certainly they will miss Tom greatly, as will D—
MORT and its members.

———

TRIBUTE TO MRS. HORTENSE
RIDELY TATE ON HER 104TH
BIRTHDAY

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to recognize Mrs.
Hortense Ridely Tate on her 104th birthday.

Born on March 9, 1899, Mrs. Tate was
aware at an early age of the importance of
education in her life. Upon completing high
school, Mrs. Tate enrolled in Washburn Col-
lege where she began her studies to become
an English teacher, inspired by her father who
was an elementary school principal. After
completing college in 1921, Mrs. Tate took her
first job at the Montclair YWCA in Montclair,
New Jersey as Director of Cultural Programs.
Over the next seventy-five years, Mrs. Tate
made the YWCA her home away from home,
serving as a committee member, board mem-
ber, and eventually its President.

In addition to her involvement at the YWCA,
Mrs. Tate took a position in 1930 as a teacher
at the Robert Treat Junior High School in
Newark, New Jersey. While there she rose to
the position of head guidance counselor and
was an early mentor to me as | started my
teaching career at Robert Treat Junior High
School.

While being extremely involved in the edu-
cation community, Mrs. Tate also has a long
history of community activism. She was a
founding member of the National Council for
Negro Women started by Mary McCloud Be-
thune as well as the Montclair Public Library
and Human Relations Council, the League of
Women Voters, her church, and the Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority.

Through her community service as well as
her dedication to educating our country’s chil-
dren, Mrs. Tate has always been an active
member in the 10th congressional district of
New Jersey. It was a distinct honor and privi-
lege to have worked with her and | wish her
the very best on this momentous occasion.
Mr. Speaker, | know that my colleagues here
in the U.S. House of Representatives join me
today on wishing a very happy birthday to
Mrs. Tate and in wishing her health and happi-
ness in the years to come.
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HONORING THE TOWN OF
HAMPDEN

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to take this opportunity to honor the
125th birthday of Hampden, Massachusetts,
March 28, 2003.

Hampden is located in the core of the 2nd
district congressional district of Massachu-
setts. At the time of separation from
Wilbraham in 1878, industries were becoming
active in Hampden. There is evidence that
Hampden could have well turned into one of
the many New England factories or industrial
towns. However, it underwent an agricultural
period that ultimately resulted in the establish-
ment of Hampden as a residential town.

Throughout the course of Hampden'’s history
many key points have characterized the town
and helped it to retain the essence of its
founders. Elizabeth Sessions, a prominent
founding member of Hampden, is part of a
four-generation legacy. The Sessions resided
in Hampden from 1790-1933, and provided
the present day town hall that is utilized by the
town of Hampden. Also, the parents and sib-
lings of Foster Fiercely, the Governor of Mas-
sachusetts, resided in the town of Hampden
and made it a point to invite the residents to
his inauguration. Additionally, in the early in-
dustrial days of Hampden, Edwin Marcus
Chaffee (1806-1872), invented the mill and
calender, which are used in the processing of
Rubber. Andrew Jackson Davis became a
multimillionaire copper king in Montana, but
was born in Hampden during its industrial era.
Another famous name to come out of Hamp-
den is Thornton W. Burgess, an author of a
variety of children’s books. Furthermore, his
home and land became part of the Audubon
Society to preserve the legacy for future gen-
erations.

In celebration of the 125th birthday of
Hampden, Massachusetts, the Hampden His-
torical Society is hosting a dual celebration.
the March 28, 2003 event is dedicated solely
to the presentation of all Proclamations re-
ceived and the original petitions presented
from 1878. On Memorial Day, additional fes-
tivities are being held, which will consist of a
parade and fan-style celebration. In closing, |
would like to honor the 169 people, who in
1877 set aside differences with neighboring
towns to finally petition, and ultimately create,
what is nhow known as the town of Hampden.

————

HONORING BROOKLYN CHINESE-
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 15TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

HON. NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Ms. VELAZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the 15th anniversary of the Brooklyn
Chinese-American Association.

The Brooklyn Chinese-American Association
(BCA) has developed into the largest service
and community development organization for
the Asian communities of Brooklyn since its in-
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ception in 1987. BCA addresses the needs
and concerns of Asian Americans, which
therefore enhances the strength and cohesive-
ness of our neighborhoods.

Since BCA's beginnings, Brooklyn's Asian-
American communities have seen tremendous
growth with recent estimates of more than
250,000 Asian-American residents. Sunset
Park has seen such a significant increase that
it is now called “Brooklyn’s Chinatown.” Due
to this population boom BCA provides numer-
ous services and programs to ease transition
of recent immigrants.

These programs include three early child-
hood education centers, nine youth-oriented
programs, comprehensive bilingual social
services, crime prevention and victim services.
BCA also organizes community events and
economic development projects. One annual
event BCA is proud of is the annual Chinese
New Year's parade, which brings local resi-
dents together to celebrate their heritage and
traditions.

In celebration of BCA’s 15th anniversary, |
would like to acknowledge their hard work and
dedication to enhancing the lives of Asian
Americans in Brooklyn. Over the years, BCA'’s
achievements have enabled them to offer pro-
grams that bring great joy to many residents.

| hereby join the Brooklyn Chinese-Amer-
ican Association along with Asian-Americans
throughout the city to celebrate BCA’s 15th
anniversary.

———

FREEDOM FROM UNNECESSARY
LITIGATION ACT

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to in-
troduce the Freedom from Unnecessary Litiga-
tion Act. As its title suggests, this bill provides
an effective means of ensuring that those
harmed during medical treatment receive fair
compensation while reducing the burden of
costly malpractice litigation on the health care
system. This bill achieves its goal by providing
a tax credit for negative outcomes insurance
purchased before medical treatment. The in-
surance will provide compensation for any
negative outcomes of the medical treatment.
Patients can receive this insurance without
having to go through lengthy litigation and
without having to give away a large portion of
their award to a trial lawyer.

Relying on negative outcomes insurance in-
stead of litigation will also reduce the costs im-
posed on physicians, other health care pro-
viders, and hospitals by malpractice litigation.
The Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act
also promotes effective solutions to the mal-
practice crisis by making malpractice awards
obtained through binding, voluntary arbitration
tax-free.

The malpractice crisis has contributed to the
closing of a maternity ward in Philadelphia and
a trauma center in Nevada. Meanwhile, earlier
this year, surgeons in West Virginia walked off
the job to protest increasing liability rates.
These are a few of the examples of how ac-
cess to quality health care is jeopardized by
the epidemic of large (and medically question-
able) malpractice awards, and the resulting in-
crease in insurance rates.
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As is typical of Washington, most of the pro-
posed solutions to the malpractice problem in-
volve unconstitutional usurpations of areas
best left to the states. These solutions also ig-
nore the root cause of the litigation crisis: the
shift away from treating the doctor-patient rela-
tionship as a contractual one to viewing it as
one governed by regulations imposed by in-
surance company functionaries, politicians,
government bureaucrats, and trial lawyers.
There is no reason why questions of the as-
sessment of liability and compensation cannot
be determined by a private contractual agree-
ment between physicians and patients. The
Freedom from Unnecessary Litigation Act is
designed to take a step toward resolving these
problems through private contracts.

Using insurance, private contracts, and
binding arbitration to resolve medical disputes
benefits patients, who receive full compensa-
tion in a timelier manner than under the cur-
rent system. It also benefits physicians and
hospitals, which are relieved of the costs as-
sociated with litigation. Since it will not cost as
much to provide full compensation to an in-
jured patient, these bills should result in a re-
duction of malpractice premiums. The Free-
dom from Unnecessary Litigation Act benefits
everybody except those trial lawyers who prof-
it from the current system. | hope all my col-
leagues will help end the malpractice crises
while ensuring those harmed by medical inju-
ries receive just compensation by cospon-
soring my Freedom from Unnecessary Litiga-
tion Act.

———————

TRIBUTE TO PATRICK D.
MCLAUGHLIN

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, on March 21,
2003 my friend and constituent, Patrick D.
McLaughlin, will retire from 36 years of service
with United Parcel Service. On that day, Pat
will complete a very distinguished career that
he began in 1967 as an office assistant. Since
then, he has enjoyed a steady rise through the
UPS ranks.

During this most recent tenure as the Up-
state New York Public Affairs Coordinator, Pat
has been a valuable source of information, al-
ways providing a straightforward assessment
on the local impact of national policy being de-
bated in Washington. UPS provides hundreds
of steady, good paying jobs in my Congres-
sional District. Pat's capable advocacy on be-
half of these employees deserves our recogni-
tion and demonstrates his unwavering commit-
ment to the betterment of the Central New
York community.

In knowing and working with Pat through the
years, we have developed a lasting friendship
that will continue even though his duties at
UPS will soon come to an end. As a friend, |
am grateful for the opportunity to formally ac-
knowledge his meaningful contributions to our
community and honor his service to UPS on
the floor of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Good luck, Pat. Thank you for your hard
work.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on March 11,
2003, | was unable to vote on H.R. 441 (roll-
call vote 50), H. Con. Res. 77 (rollcall 51), and
H. Res. 19 (rollcall vote 52). Had | been
present, | would have voted “yes” on all three
measures.

———

RECOGNIZING BESSIE C. ALLEN
HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call the attention of my colleagues to Mrs.
Bessie C. Allen. Through her work as an edu-
cator Mrs. Allen has clearly demonstrated her
affection and dedication to the community and
state of New Jersey. She is truly a woman of
unique character, leadership and ability. Mrs.
Allen is a role model to all the young people
whose lives she strives to enrich.

Bessie C. Allen has exhibited an tireless
commitment to education throughout her life.
In 1960, Mrs. Allen graduated from Ebenezer
High School in Dazell, South Carolina. She
later graduated from South Carolina State Col-
lege with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Home Economics Education. Mrs. Allen went
on to get her Masters of Arts Degree in Urban
Education from the New York State University,
Buffalo, NY, and a Masters of Science Degree
in Educational Administration & Supervision
from Kean College in Union, New Jersey. In
2001, Mrs. Allen attended the Comer Prin-
cipal's Academy and Comer training at Yale
University in Stanford, Connecticut.

Bessie C. Allen served as an Extension
Home Economist for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture at Clemson University in Clemson,
South Carolina where she diligently helped
rural families and 4—-H Clubs to improve life in
Lee County, South Carolina. After teaching
home economics at several schools, Mrs.
Allen served as Head Teacher and Depart-
ment Chairperson of Neptune High School,
devoting her talents to the department of
Home Economics, Physical Education, Health,
Art, Music and Industrial Arts. Mrs. Allen also
served as Vice President of Neptune High
School.

Currently, Mrs. Allen is an esteemed and
greatly admired Principal of the Gables Ele-
mentary School of Neptune, New Jersey and
has been honored many times over for her
diligent service. Bessie C. Allen was named
Outstanding Young Educator in New York
State, Teacher of the Year in the State of New
Jersey and one of ten Teachers of the Year in
the United States. In addition to these honors,
Mrs. Allen has received the distinguished hon-
ors of Who's Who in American Education, the
Worlds Who's Who of Women, Two Thousand
Notable American Women and International
Leaders in America. In 1989, Mrs. Allen re-
ceived the Degree of Declaration as a Lifetime
Deputy Governor of the American Biographical
Institute.

Mrs. Allen is married to Frederick Allen. To-
gether they enjoy the company of their seven
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children and eight grandchildren. Mrs. Allen
has spent thirty-nine years in her profession
as an educator and throughout this time has
continually strived to improve the lives of her
students and the quality of her community.
Bessie C. Allen is an exceptional woman
whose strong character and talents are greatly
appreciated by all who know her. On this day,
I ask my colleagues to join me in commending
this extraordinary individual for her dedicated
service.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE GIFT OF
LIFE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL
ACT OF 2003

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 12, 2003

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to re-
introduce the Gift of Life Congressional Medal
Act of 2003. This legislation creates a com-
memorative Congressional medal of honor for
organ donors and their families for performing
such a brave and self-less act. Recognition of
these gifts of life also publicizes our critical na-
tional need to increase organ donation. | want
to thank Senator FRIST a heart and lung trans-
plant surgeon himself, for introducing com-
panion legislation in the Senate.

There is a serious shortage of available and
suitable organs for donation. Over 80,000 peo-
ple are currently waiting for an organ trans-
plant; 2,200 are children under age 18. Every
13 minutes a new name is added to the list.
Because of low donor rates, in 2001 alone
over 6,000 people died for lack of suitable
organ. Physicians can now successfully trans-
plant kidneys, lungs, pancreases, livers, and
hearts with considerable success. But, without
expanded efforts to increase organ donation,
the supply of suitable organs will continue to
lag behind the need. Incentive programs and
public education are critical to maintaining and
increasing the number of organs donated each
year.

Health and Human Services’ (HHS) Sec-
retary Thompson has been a strong advocate
for organ donation throughout his years in
public service. Under his leadership, HHS has
already implemented initiatives to raise the
public awareness of this vital act of giving life.
The Gift of Life Congressional Medal Act is a
great opportunity for us to work with Secretary
Thompson to draw attention to this life-saving
issue. It sends a clear message that donating
one’s organs is an act that should receive the
profound respect of our nation.

The Gift of Life Congressional Medal Act es-
tablishes a nonprofit fund to be used to de-
sign, produce, and distribute a Congressional
medal of honor to organ donors or to a sur-
viving family member. Enactment of this legis-
lation would have no cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment. The Treasury Department would pro-
vide a small initial loan for start-up purposes,
which would be fully repaid. Subsequently, the
program would be self-sufficient through chari-
table donations.

This is non-controversial, non-partisan legis-
lation to increase the rate of organ donation.
I ask my colleagues to help bring an end to
transplant waiting lists and recognize the enor-
mous faith and courage displayed by organ
donors and their families. This bill honors
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