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we studied the precipitous rise in anti-Semi-
tism in France during our initial stop there, 
mindful of the contributing presence of mil-
lions of Arab Muslims though the French au-
thorities are not indifferent to the Jewish 
plight. We were warmly greeted and candidly 
briefed by Howard Leach, the American Am-
bassador to France in his official residence. 
Israel’s ambassador, Nissin Zvllli, was gra-
cious as well. Both ambassadors pointed at 
the linkage between the events in the Middle 
East and the French scene. Our moving 
meeting with the legendary Nazi-hunter 
Beatte Klarsfeld reminded us that the Holo-
caust’s ghosts are not altogether expunged. 
This sense was reinforced at the Drancy Me-
morial on the outskirts of Paris, where 
French Jews were herded into the sur-
rounding building complex before deporta-
tion to death. 

I painfully watched in disbelief on Israeli 
TV the shattering dream, so close to realiza-
tion though so far, of Israel’s first astronaut 
on his maiden voyage. Ilan Ramon’s call 
from outer space to remember that we are 
all one human family on a precious but frag-
ile planet Earth will long echo. His radiating 
and captivating optimism is so sorely miss-
ing and needed at this trying time. He, 
whose mother survived Auschwitz, along 
with his inspiring American colleagues 
aboard the Columbia, taught us how vulner-
able are our most noble human aspirations 
and that the road to accomplishing them is 
strewn with broken pieces of a reality we are 
yet pledged to redeem through shalom’s per-
sistent promise of peace.

Rabbi Israel Zoberman, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Beth Chaverim in Virginia 
Beach, is a member of the Rabbinic Cabinet 
of United Jewish Communities.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life 
and memory of William C. Wright of Pueblo, 
Colorado. Bill was a hero who saved the lives 
of five people and was a constant contributor 
to his community. Today, I stand before this 
body of Congress and this nation to honor the 
heroism of William C. Wright, and commemo-
rate his recent passing. 

In a span of less than ten years, Mr. 
Wright’s selflessness and quick thinking saved 
the lives of five people. In June of 1964, while 
working on a construction site, Bill saved an 
18-month-old girl who had stepped in front of 
a moving truck. Bill risked his own life by 
jumping in front of the truck and cushioning 
the girl’s fall with his own body. Then, a few 
weeks later, Bill stopped his car at an accident 
on La Veta Pass. Seeing a man pinned be-
neath the overturned car, Bill lifted the car, 
freeing the man to crawl to safety. Always 
humble, Mr. Wright said he doubted his own 
physical strength. The strength of his resolve 
saved the trapped man’s life. 

Less than a year later, Bill saved a young 
girl in a busy intersection in Gunnison, Colo-
rado. Then, while traveling to Golden, Bill 
again paused to check on a vehicle stopped in 
the middle of the road. He saw a five-year-old 
boy brush against the gearshift, sending the 
car down a steep incline. Bill dashed after the 
car and, after breaking the window with his 

shoulder, stopped the car, saving the boy in-
side it. Finally, during a trip to Las Vegas, Bill 
saved another young girl, though he himself 
suffered a fractured elbow and a broken wrist. 
Mr. Wright’s quick actions and selfless thinking 
saved the lives of five individuals, making him 
a true hero who will be deeply missed. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great sadness that 
we mourn the loss of Mr. William Wright. He 
saved many lives, and was a hero for Pueblo 
and all of Colorado. As we mourn Bill’s pass-
ing, our thoughts are with those who knew 
him, and we are sure that his memory will live 
on in the lives of all those he touched, and es-
pecially those he saved.
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Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I am proud today 
to recognize the 60th anniversary of Interstate 
Worldwide Relocation, headquartered in north-
ern Virginia, a worldwide relocation and trans-
portation management company specializing 
in household goods moving and storage. 

A sterling example of the American dream 
fulfilled, Arthur E. Morrissette started the com-
pany on March 15, 1943, with a used truck 
worth $450, a dolly and a few furniture pads. 
His first move was billed at $12.50, and in the 
winter of that year he sold bundles of firewood 
just to keep the business going. Today, Inter-
state is a multi-million dollar enterprise, oper-
ating a fleet of approximately 300 vehicles, 
employing more than 300 people in northern 
Virginia and consisting of over 500 representa-
tives worldwide. 

Interstate, ranked in the nation’s top twenty 
for relocation and transportation management 
companies, is committed to its motto of pro-
viding ‘‘Top Hat Service.’’ The company has 
been recognized by both industry and commu-
nity organizations for its outstanding customer 
service and safety efforts. To mention a few, 
American Moving and Storage Association 
honored Interstate in 2001 with a first place 
Safety Initiative Award and Fleet Safety 
Award. Fairfax County Economic Development 
Authority awarded its 2001 Blue Diamond 
Quality First Award to Interstate distinguishing 
the company as a business that provides high 
quality customer service above and beyond in-
dustry standards. 

In addition, Interstate was awarded the 2001 
National Capital Ethics Award by the Greater 
Washington and Northern Virginia Chapter of 
the Society of Financial Services Professionals 
as a business that exemplifies a strong com-
mitment to business excellence and to the 
highest standards of civic and social responsi-
bility, integrity and ethical conduct. 

Interstate also has become the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense’s second-largest mover, and 
has provided a superior level of service to mili-
tary families moving domestically, and inter-
nationally. 

The company also has a long standing com-
mitment to serving the needs of the commu-
nity, both locally and across the Common-
wealth. Interstate’s dedication to the support of 
education from the elementary school level 

through and including endowed scholarships 
at universities in the Commonwealth is com-
mendable. 

It is an honor to present Interstate World-
wide Relocation as an example of the busi-
ness values America holds dear and as an ex-
ample of an outstanding corporate citizen. On 
behalf of the northern Virginia community, we 
wish the entire Interstate family of manage-
ment and employees another 60 years of ‘‘Top 
Hat Service.’’
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Yolanda J. Martin in recognition of her dedica-
tion to helping those in need. 

Yolanda was born in the town of Puerto 
Armuelles in the Republic of Panama. How-
ever, she spent her formative years of ele-
mentary and high school in the city of Colon. 

She immigrated to the United States in 1981 
and has been a resident of Brooklyn ever 
since that time. Yolanda has a strong desire to 
improve her community by assisting the less 
fortunate. She believes that we must provide 
children and adults with the necessary re-
sources to become educated and gain finan-
cial independence. Through education and fi-
nancial development, she feels communities 
can empower themselves. She has shown a 
consistent dedication to these ideals through 
both her professional and personal life. 

At fourteen, Yolanda joined the Boy Scouts 
Explorer unit where she was exposed to 
Emergency Medical rescue trainings. This ex-
perience cultivated her fascination with the 
medical field. Yolanda has become a State 
certified Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT), Nurses Assistant, C.P.R. and First Aid 
Instructor, and HIV/AIDS Educational Instruc-
tor. As a way of giving back to the community, 
she worked as an EMT from 1990 to 1995, re-
sponding to 911 calls with a volunteer ambu-
lance service. She volunteered an average of 
20 to 30 hours a week. 

Yolanda began her professional career in 
the United States working with mentally dis-
abled people for the State of New York State 
from 1982 to 1985. For the next three years, 
she worked at the New York State Division for 
Youth. Yolanda followed this experience by 
working for the Board of Education as a bilin-
gual Paraprofessional in Special Education. 

More recently, she has founded three 
childcare services: Parents United for a Better 
Society Inc., child care center number one and 
child care center number two, and Minnie’s 
Family Group Day Care, where she serves as 
the Executive Director and CEO. 

The center offers the community 95 slots for 
day care, after school programs, summer pro-
grams, and universal pre-kindergarten for chil-
dren up to 13 years old. Adult training and 
parenting classes are provided to the parents 
and others in the community as well. Yolanda 
is presently working on creating an additional 
day care center that will provide 178 childcare 
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slots and a senior citizen day care program in 
the East New York area of Brooklyn. 

Yolanda participates in a wide array of com-
munity activities. She helps distribute food to 
disadvantaged families in the community and 
assists undocumented residents with referrals 
to the appropriate agencies that can address 
their needs. Yolanda is the President and 
founder of a women’s support group called In-
novation and serves on the Board of Directors 
for the New York Lions Club. She is also a 
member of the Panamanian Black Chambers 
of Commerce, the Prospect Park Alliance 
group, the Interfaith Medical Center Auxiliary, 
and the PNM group of North America. 

When Yolanda is not working with others in 
the community, she spends time with her chil-
dren and family. She has three children, Ron-
ald, Kendra, and Courtney. Yolanda is known 
for her excellent cooking as well as her interior 
decorating ability. She also enjoys the per-
forming arts, horseback riding, and grooming 
horses. 

Mr. Speaker, Yolanda is devoted to improv-
ing her community. As such, she is more than 
worthy of receiving our recognition today and 
I urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
this truly remarkable woman.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, Whereas, John Alex-
ander Greco has devoted himself to serving 
others through his membership in the Boy 
Scouts of America; and 

Whereas, John Alexander Greco has shared 
his time and talent with the community in 
which he resides; and 

Whereas, John Alexander Greco has dem-
onstrated a commitment to meet challenges 
with enthusiasm, confidence and outstanding 
service; and 

Whereas, John Alexander Greco must be 
commended for the hard work and dedication 
he put forth in earning the Eagle Scout Award; 

Therefore, I join with Troop 150, the resi-
dents of Minerva, and the entire 18th Con-
gressional District in congratulating John Alex-
ander Greco as he receives the Eagle Scout 
Award.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life 
and memory of Donald Lee Kriz and thank 
him for his contributions to the community of 
Glenwood Springs, Colorado. Donald passed 
away recently, and will be truly missed in his 
community. 

Donald was born in Nebraska in 1929 and 
later moved to Greeley, Colorado, after having 
served in the U.S. Navy. While in the Navy, 
Donald was stationed in the Philippines for 13 
months. After arriving in Greeley in the early 

1950s, Donald worked for a farm equipment 
company. Then in 1965, he and his brother 
started Mountain Mobil Mix, a ready-mix con-
crete company in Frisco. The business 
boomed, and eventually expanded to cover 
over eight Western Slope counties. After hav-
ing become a leader in concrete technology, 
Mr. Kriz sold the business in 1982. Once re-
tired, Donald divided his time between his be-
loved Colorado and Arizona. 

Donald was a leader in the business com-
munity, but his influence did not stop there—
he was also an avid philanthropist. Donald 
was well known as a generous soul. He 
helped many young people with their college 
tuitions, their first homes and even with start-
ing a business. Mr. Kriz was not only gen-
erous with his money, but also with his time. 
He helped to raise money for Garfield Youth 
Service through the annual ‘‘Kiss-a-Pig’’ fund-
raiser for many years. Donald was a gracious 
and giving man, whose community benefited 
significantly from his knowledge, time and ef-
forts. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sadness 
that I remember the life of Donald Lee Kriz. 
The many people he impacted deeply value 
his dedication and generosity. My thoughts 
and prayers are with Donald’s family and 
friends during this difficult time.
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Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, today I am 
introducing the ‘‘Federal Living Wage Respon-
sibility Act of 2003,’’ legislation to mandate a 
livable wage for employees under Federal 
contracts and subcontracts. Forty-eight rep-
resentatives currently cosponsor this important 
legislation. 

Nearly a third of the members of the U.S. 
labor force work full-time, year-round and still 
do not earn enough to sustain a family above 
the poverty threshold of $18,400 per year for 
a family of four. Employees who work hard at 
full-time jobs should be paid a wage that 
assures they will not live in poverty. 

To address this problem, this Act requires 
that: 

Employees of Federal contracts or sub-
contracts of more than $10,000 be paid the 
greater of $8.85 per hour or the hourly wage 
necessary to reach the poverty level. 

Individuals hired by the United States gov-
ernment also receive a living wage, helping 
thousands of more workers to stay above the 
poverty level. 

Employees of Federal contracts or sub-
contracts and individuals hired by the United 
States government receive benefits such as 
medical or hospital care, vacation and holiday 
pay, disability and sickness insurance, life in-
surance and pensions. 

Although Congress passed laws such as the 
Davis-Bacon Act and the Service Contract Act 
to help ensure that employees of Federal con-
tractors earn a decent wage, thousands of 
federal workers and federally-contracted work-
ers still do not earn enough to support them-
selves or their families. 

This legislation will allow hard-working 
Americans to earn quality wages and to in-
crease their savings for such essential needs 
as their retirement and their children’s edu-
cation. We believe the Federal government 
must take responsible, workable steps to re-
ward working Americans and to help keep 
them out of poverty. This bill represents a 
practical step toward that goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this important legislation.
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Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to express 
my strong support for the resolution offered by 
my colleague from Rhode Island. This resolu-
tion expresses the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives with regard to the need for im-
proved fire safety in nonresidential buildings in 
the aftermath of the tragic fire on February 20, 
2003, at a nightclub in West Warwick, Rhode 
Island, and expresses the condolences of 
Congress to the families and friends of the 
people who died in that horrible fire. 

I was deeply saddened to learn of the tragic 
deaths of the 99 people who were killed and 
more than 180 others who were injured in the 
fire, including the death of Derek Gray. Derek 
was a Dracut, Massachusetts resident and 
only 22 years old when he died as a result of 
the nightclub fire. I want to express my deep 
condolences to Derek’s family, as well as to 
the families and friends of all of the people 
who died or were injured as a result of the 
fire. 

The Station nightclub fire was a massive 
tragedy—one in which nearly 100 people lost 
their lives. What we know about that horrible 
event is that the people who perished that 
night were the victims of a lack of protec-
tions—or enforcement of existing protections—
to ensure the safety of club-goers. Last month, 
numerous others lost their lives in a Chicago 
nightclub stampede for the same reason. 

We in Congress have a duty to the people 
who lost their lives and their families to work 
to ensure that these events never occur again. 
We need to dramatically increase safety pro-
tections at entertainment facilities across this 
country, and we need to do it now.
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A TRIBUTE TO EVELYN MEDORA 
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OF NEW YORK 
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Tuesday, March 11, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Evelyn Medora Moss in recognition of her 
commitment to her community. 

Born in the Republic of Panama to George 
Leopole and the late Imogene Elisa Ashley, 
Evelyn came to the United States in the early 
1960s. She is truly one of Panama’s and 
America’s success stories. Realizing early on 
that education was a key for a successful fu-
ture, Evelyn attended the University of Pan-
ama and received a degree in Home Econom-
ics in 1959. After graduating, she took a job 
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