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called for the creation of the Great Society, 
a program unprecedented in scope of social, 
educational, and vocational opportunities, in 
which several million Americans benefited. 
The assignment for funding policy for the en-
tire program fell upon Chairman Flood and 
his subcommittee. During the 14 years of his 
chairmanship, the National Institute of 
Health budget increased six-fold, research 
for cancer intensified new federal programs 
for educational development sprung up, and 
many national health and research centers 
were created. 

Also, for the first time, the government of-
fered support for psychiatric training, prac-
tical nursing and specialized education. 

It was his clout in the appropriations proc-
ess that had much to do with his successful 
leadership in the enactment of the 1969 legis-
lation which created the Black Lung pro-
gram for first retired coal miners, and later 
secured benefits for their widows. 

By the time of his retirement a decade 
later, his constituents alone received several 
hundred million dollars of benefits.

The powerful subcommittee assignment 
brought a multitude of benefits for the folks 
back home. 

Funds were obtained to help construct the 
new library at King’s College. The first fam-
ily practice medicine program between 
Wilkes University and Hahnemann Univer-
sity in Philadelphia was inaugurated. Stu-
dents could now take many of their medical 
school classes on the Wilkes University cam-
pus. 

The first federally funded rural health cen-
ter on Route 940 in White Haven opened, with 
others in the area soon to follow. The re-
gional mental health center, headquartered 
in Nanticoke, was the first of its kind in the 
country. Marywood University’s School of 
Social Work gained national recognition be-
cause of its network of services funded by 
Washington. 

Beyond the realm of the Washington scene 
and significant projects for his district, it 
was another legend, that of individual con-
stituent service, for which Flood perhaps be-
came best known. 

There was, it seemed, no aspect of human 
need in which the government could not play 
a part and that Flood did not deliver assist-
ance. 

Flood’s long public career brought many 
types of recognition. There were 13 honorary 
degrees, the top national awards of the 
American Cancer Society, the American 
Heart Association, the Disabled American 
Veterans, the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
and hundred more. 

The lasting tribute that the congressman 
treasured most, however, was the naming of 
Daniel J. Flood Elementary School in the 
north end of Wilkes-Barre in his honor. The 
school is located just a few blocks from the 
simple, family home where his devoted wife, 
Catherine, resides to this day. 

The ceremony in Flood’s honor will be held 
Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. in the King’s College 
chapel at North Franklin and Jackson 
streets.

Mr. Speaker, Daniel Flood’s wife, Catherine, 
who will be present at the ceremony today, 
was indeed a partner in the Congressman’s 
career and family. His loyal staffers and allies 
such as Michael Clark, John McKeown and 
Councilman Jim McCarthy, serve as a tribute 
to how Dan Flood conducted himself as a 
Congressman. 

My Colleagues, Congressman Flood serves 
as a model of responsiveness to the people 
he represented and I feel fortunate to have 
had the opportunity to work with him over the 
years. He is indeed a legend.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
rise and pay tribute to a remarkable young 
man from my district. As Captain of a United 
States Coast Guard ship, Lieutenant Kris 
Johns has dedicated his life to the safety and 
security of our nation. I am honored today to 
call the attention of this body of Congress and 
our nation to Kris and his selfless and coura-
geous service. 

As a high school student, Kris set the lofty 
goal of becoming a ship Captain in the United 
States Coast Guard. Kris’ teachers and friends 
knew that he was a special young man who 
would work tirelessly to make his dream a re-
ality. Following high school, Kris attended the 
United States Coast Guard Academy. While 
there, he continued to excel and was admitted 
to officer training school. 

Upon graduation from the Coast Guard 
Academy, Kris was assigned to the United 
States Coast Guard Cutter Sherman, where 
he began as a Communications Officer and 
was soon promoted to Gunnery Officer. Last 
June, Kris realized his dream, as he received 
orders to take command of the United States 
Coast Guard Cutter Halibut stationed in Cali-
fornia. 

Kris has served honorably aboard the Hal-
ibut and earned the respect of the men under 
his command. Kris and his crew spend each 
day undertaking missions for homeland secu-
rity, search and rescue, and drug enforce-
ment. Our nation is truly a safer place as the 
result of the service of Kris and his men. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay 
tribute to Kris Johns. Kris spends his life pro-
tecting and serving all Americans. I am proud 
of Kris and his many accomplishments. Thank 
you Kris for your service.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Private William 
Schaub, a World War I veteran from New 
York. His son lives in XXX. 

This Veterans’ Day, I will have the pleasure 
of recognizing Private Schaub for his heroism 
and bravery as a United States Soldier who 
fought in the First World War. He was sent to 
the battle fields in Europe and fought in the 
major battles of St. Mihiel, Meuse-Argonne, 
and Essey-Pannes. 

There are few among us who can recall the 
horrors of this war to end all wars that scarred 
an entire generation. One of the deadly inno-
vations that typified the battles fought by our 
soldiers was the use of poisons gas. Mustard, 
Sarin, and Chlorine Gas were used offensively 
to debilitate Allied Troops. 

Often troops were not adequately supplied 
with gas masks to protect them from this poi-
son. Indeed an improvised method was devel-
oped by our troops to protect those without 

masks. Taking advantage of naturally occur-
ring ammonia, troops tied handkerchiefs over 
their face to destabilize the fumes. 

Such method was employed by Private 
Schaub in a Mustard Gas attack on his divi-
sion. He was treated for Bronchitis, gas expo-
sure and sinus conditions and honorably dis-
charged on April 15, 1919. 

I will present Private Schaub’s son with the 
Purple Heart, the oldest military decoration in 
the world, more than 80 years overdue. 

Though he earned this honor, he never re-
ceived it from the Defense Department and I 
am pleased to have the opportunity to present 
to his family the Purple Heart for his selfless 
devotion to duty and service to the United 
States.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the life and work of an 
exceptional individual who I have long been 
proud to call my friend, Fire Chief Louis 
Imparato. On Tuesday, November 25, 2003, 
members of the City of Passaic (NJ) Fire De-
partment joined together with the F.M.B.A. to 
celebrate Chief Imparato’s retirement. 

During his tenure as Fire Chief, Lou 
Imparato used his position of leadership to 
serve as a powerful voice for the fire services 
both at home and in Washington, DC. It is 
therefore only fitting that Chief Imparato be 
recognized in this, the permanent record of 
the greatest freely elected body on earth. 

Over the past 35 years, Lou Imparato has 
tirelessly served the men, women, and chil-
dren of the City of Passaic. Appointed to the 
fire department on January 8, 1968, Lou rap-
idly advanced up the chain of command until 
1988, when he was named Deputy Chief. 
Three short years later, Lou became Passaic’s 
Fire Chief—a position that he has held with 
distinction for the past twelve years. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps Chief Lou’s greatest 
achievement and lasting legacy was his work 
in helping me to draft the Firefighter Invest-
ment and Response Enhancement (FIRE) Act. 

Early in my career in Congress, Lou came 
to me at one of our many meetings address-
ing public safety needs and asked why the 
Federal government spent nearly zero dollars 
supporting our Nation’s 32,000 career, volun-
teer, and combination fire departments. I did 
not have a good answer for him, so we began 
to investigate what could be done. 

Together, we drafted the FIRE Act—the first 
ever comprehensive Federal commitment to 
local fire departments. I introduced the legisla-
tion in Congress and, after a massive lobbying 
effort from fire departments across the coun-
try, it passed the House and Senate and was 
signed into law by President Clinton in 2000, 
creating the Assistance to Firefighters Grant 
Program. 

In its first 3 years of existence, the program 
has distributed over $1.2 billion directly to fire 
departments across the country from equip-
ment, training, and other fire prevention activi-
ties. Chief Lou’s own department in Passaic 
has already received close to $200,000 
through the program. 
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The passage of the FIRE Act, which will 

help fire departments across the country better 
serve their communities for years to come, 
has been one of my greatest achievements 
while in Congress. I trust that Chief Imparato 
feels the same way about this piece of history-
making legislation because we accomplished it 
together. Fire departments across the Nation 
will long owe Lou an immense debt of grati-
tude for his inspired work. 

Committed to enhancing the work environ-
ment for firefighters throughout the State of 
New Jersey as well as on the national level, 
Lou served for 3 years as the President of the 
Local F.M.B.A., and for 10 years as the Local 
F.M.B.A. State Delegate. His great dedication 
and personal valor has been widely noted by 
the people he has served and by his peers—
most notably when the New Jersey State 
F.M.B.A. honored him by asking him to serve 
as the Chairman of their Valor Awards Dinner. 

As you can see, every aspect of Chief 
Imparato’s life’s work epitomizes the noble 
spirit of selfless service that we all strive to 
achieve. The sense of excellence and initiative 
that has driven Lou’s life work has made him 
living proof that those who dedicate them-
selves to helping others are among the most 
valued and loved members of the community. 

Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States 
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to recognizing 
the efforts of public servants like Lou 
Imparato. I ask that you join our colleagues, 
the men and women of the City of Passaic, 
fire departments across the country, and me in 
recognizing the invaluable service of Chief 
Louis Imparato.

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SHILOH BAPTIST 
CHURCH AND THE REVEREND 
JAMES B. RODGERS 

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute to 
The Shiloh Baptist Church and The Reverend 
James B. Rodgers. On December 21, Rev-
erend Rodgers will officially be installed as the 
twenty-seventh Pastor of the Shiloh Baptist 
Church, the oldest African-American church 
west of the Mississippi River and the first Bap-
tist Church organized by African-Americans in 
Sacramento. I ask all my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating the Shiloh Baptist Church 
family and Dr. James B. Rodgers, Pastor, on 
this momentous occasion. 

The Shiloh Baptist Church, located in the 
Fifth Congressional District of the State of 
California, was established in 1856 as the old-
est African American Baptist Church West of 
the Mississippi River and the second oldest 
African American church in the City of Sac-
ramento. Since the church had no facilities 
upon its establishment in which to hold reli-
gious services, it forged a strong relationship 
with the Chinese Americans in the area, which 
resulted in an offer being extended for Shiloh 
to hold religious services at the Chinese 
Chapel, located at historic Sixth and H Streets 
in Sacramento. 

Shiloh has overcome many obstacles to its 
missionary services, including bank fore-
closure in the 1860s; significant reductions in 

its membership because of relocations; de-
struction of the church facility by fire in 1861 
and 1905; and the inability to secure building 
loans on several occasions. However, today 
Shiloh stands firm as a testament to the 
strong faith, perseverance, determination, 
character and courage of its founders and 
early congregations. 

Since its establishment, Shiloh has provided 
dedicated service to the citizens of the Capital 
Region, much of which was accomplished dur-
ing 26 plus years of outstanding leadership by 
Pastor Emeritus Willie P. Cooke. Shiloh has 
provided many services through its many min-
istries and has participated in numerous com-
munity based programs, including but not lim-
ited to, establishment of an Elderly Apprecia-
tion Day; the participation in the annual Sac-
ramento Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebra-
tion; host church for the Sacramento Children 
Summer Food Program; organized a prison 
ministry for youth incarcerated in the California 
Youth Authority and the Sacramento County 
Probation Department; and instituted a Care-
giver’s Program to provide services to sick 
and residence-bound citizens. 

In recognition and appreciation of these 
community services, Shiloh has received nu-
merous Presidential, Congressional, Guber-
natorial, and State Legislative commendations 
dating back more than 40 years. 

For the past 18 months, Shiloh has contin-
ued its mission under the direction of Pastor 
Emeritus William P. Cooke. However, Shiloh 
recently called on Dr. Rodgers to serve as its 
27th pastoral leader and to add to the rich reli-
gious and community history it has developed 
over the past 147 years. 

The Reverend James B. Rodgers has 
served faithfully in the ministry, preaching and 
teaching the gospel for over 32 years. In prep-
aration for his calling to the ministry and in 
continuation of his ministerial duties, Dr. Rod-
gers commenced his academic studies with 
the United States Naval Academy and has 
earned an Associate of Arts Degree in Busi-
ness; a Bachelor of Arts in Theology; a Mas-
ters of Theology; a Doctorate of Theology; and 
a Masters in Education Administration. 

Dr. Rodgers’ official installation as pastor 
will occur during a three-day ceremony at Shi-
loh Baptist Church commencing with a com-
munity night on Friday, December 19, 2003, 
and concluding with the installation on Sun-
day, December 21, 2003. These services are 
designed to introduce Dr. Rodgers to the Shi-
loh family and to the Greater Sacramento 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to thank and 
congratulate the Shiloh Baptist Church for 
nearly 150 years of invaluable service to the 
City of Sacramento. I would like to especially 
welcome Dr. James B. Rodgers to our com-
munity and to the Shiloh Baptist Church. I ask 
all my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
Shiloh Baptist Church and Dr. Rodgers contin-
ued success in all their future endeavors.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
rise and pay tribute to a remarkable young 

lady from my district. Tabetha Salsbury is a fif-
teen-year-old resident of Pueblo, Colorado 
who spent last summer restoring a 1935 John 
Deere tractor. Tabetha did a wonderful job 
that resulted in a finely renovated machine. 
Recently, Tabetha’s hard work paid off when 
she became a national champion in tractor 
restoration. I am proud to recognize her ac-
complishments here before my colleagues 
today. 

All summer, Tabetha worked tirelessly dis-
assembling, fixing and reassembling the trac-
tor. When she had finished, Tabetha and her 
family took the time to transport the newly re-
furbished tractor to its previous owner so that 
he could see his old machine in its newfound 
glory. 

Through her talent and dedication in the ga-
rage, Tabetha has achieved a historic first. As 
national champion, Tabetha is the first female 
that has ever finished in the top three in the 
national competition. She has proven herself 
as capable as any young tractor mechanic in 
Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay 
tribute to Tabetha Salsbury. She has proven 
what can be accomplished through hard work. 
Tabetha’s tenacity and dedication set a fine 
example for young men and women through-
out our nation and it is my honor to rise and 
congratulate her on a well-deserved award.
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Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Staff Sgt. John 
L. Folsom, a Korean War veteran from Lady 
Lake, Florida in my Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

On Sunday, November 2nd, I had the pleas-
ure of recognizing Staff Sgt. Folsom for his 
heroism and bravery as a United States Sol-
dier who fought in the Korean War from Janu-
ary 1951 to February 1954. He continued his 
service to the Nation for 10 years after the 
conclusion of the Korean War, retiring in No-
vember 1964, having achieved the rank of 
Staff Sergeant (E–6). 

On February 5, 1953 Staff Sgt. Folsom was 
wounded in his right leg by a sniper attack as 
his unit was ‘‘digging in’’ at the top of a hill in 
Seoul. 

I will present Staff Sgt. Folsom with the Pur-
ple Heart, the oldest military decoration in the 
world, 50 years overdue. 

Though he earned this honor, he never re-
ceived it from the Defense Department and I 
am honored to have the opportunity to present 
to him the Purple Heart for his selfless devo-
tion to duty and service to the United States.
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Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker: 
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