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COMMEMORATING HUMAN RIGHTS
DAY

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate International Human
Rights Day which is to be observed on the
10th of December. Human Rights Day cele-
brates the day of December 10, 1948 when
the United Nations General Assembly adopted
and proclaimed the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights as the standard for equal and
inalienable rights for all mankind. This historic
document has been the foundation for free-
dom, justice, and equality around the world.

Sadly, 55 years since its inception, human
rights abuses are still endemic. | would like to
draw attention to the widespread problem of
human trafficking. The trafficking of persons is
a modern-day form of slavery, involving vic-
tims who are typically forced, defrauded or co-
erced into sexual or labor exploitation.

It is the fastest growing criminal enterprise,
occurring around the world and in individual
countries. Annually, nearly one million people,
mostly women and children, are trafficked
worldwide, including 50,000 persons into the
United States.

The fact of the matter is that the violent sub-
jugation and exploitation of women and girls is
on-going and not enough is being done by
governments to adequately address it. Take
for example Skopje, Macedonia. In a market-
place, women are forced to walk around a
stage naked while brothel owners point their
fingers to make a selection. Women are sold
like cattle and they are treated like slaves.

In Krong Koh Kong, Cambodia, 14 year old
girls stand outside of a row of shacks where
they charge the equivalent of $2 or $3 dollars
for sex, half of which goes to their pimps.
These girls, many of whom have AIDS, are
discarded when they become too sick to con-
tinue working.

Around the world, women and girls are sold
as slaves and are forced to engage in unpro-
tected sex because clients offer more money
for such acts. These women have no control
over their lives, their health, or their futures.
Trafficking victims in the sex industry are ex-
posed to HIV/AIDS, at much higher rates than
the general population with no access to med-
ical care. The fear of infection of AIDS among
customers has driven traffickers to recruit
younger girls, erroneously perceived to be too
young to have been infected.

The State Department's annual Trafficking
in Persons Report classifies countries that
allow human trafficking into three tiers. Some
have observed that the United States has
been soft on certain Asian countries thought to
be lax on trafficking, such as Indonesia, the
Philippines, India, and Thailand. But because
these countries are allies in the war on terror,
they may have been given a pass.

Mr. Speaker, in commemoration of Human
Rights Day, | call upon governments around
the world and the government of the United
States to renew their commitment to com-
bating this form of modern-day slavery. Elimi-
nating this transnational criminal activity is one
of the greatest challenges of our time. We
must dedicate our efforts to the prevention of
human trafficking, protection of victims, and
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prosecution of traffickers. To deny a person
their right to freedom is the greatest affront to
the ideals established 55 years ago set forth
by the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
We can and must do better.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS

On December 10, 1948 the General Assembly
of the United Nations adopted and pro-
claimed the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights the full text of which appears in the
following pages. Following this historic act
the Assembly called upon all Member coun-
tries to publicize the text of the Declaration
and ‘““to cause it to be disseminated, dis-
played, read and expounded principally in
schools and other educational institutions,
without distinction based on the political
status of countries or territories.”

PREAMBLE

Whereas recognition of the inherent dig-
nity and of the equal and inalienable rights
of all members of the human family is the
foundation of freedom, justice and peace in
the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for
human rights have resulted in barbarous
acts which have outraged the conscience of
mankind, and the advent of a world in which
human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech
and belief and freedom from fear and want
has been proclaimed as the highest aspira-
tion of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be
compelled to have recourse, as a last resort,
to rebellion against tyranny and oppression,
that human rights should be protected by
the rule of law,

Whereas it is essential to promote the de-
velopment of friendly relations between na-
tions,

Whereas the peoples of the United Nations
have in the Charter reaffirmed their faith in
fundamental human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human person and in the
equal rights of men and women and have de-
termined to promote social progress and bet-
ter standards of life in larger freedom,

Whereas Member States have pledged
themselves to achieve, in co-operation with
the United Nations, the promotion of uni-
versal respect for and observance of human
rights and fundamental freedoms,

Whereas a common understanding of these
rights and freedoms is of the greatest impor-
tance for the full realization of this pledge,

Now, Therefore the General Assembly pro-
claims this Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as a common standard of achieve-
ment for all peoples and all nations, to the
end that every individual and every organ of
society, keeping this Declaration constantly
in mind, shall strive by teaching and edu-
cation to promote respect for these rights
and freedoms and by progressive measures,
national and international, to secure their
universal and effective recognition and ob-
servance, both among the peoples of Member
States themselves and among the peoples of
territories under their jurisdiction.

ARTICLE 1

All human beings are born free and equal
in dignity and nghts.They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act to-
wards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

ARTICLE 2

Everyone is entitled to all the rights and
freedoms set forth in this Declaration, with-
out distinction of any kind, such as race, col-
our, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinion, national or social origin,
property, birth or other status. Furthermore,
no distinction shall be made on the basis of
the political, jurisdictional or international
status of the country or territory to which a
person belongs, whether it be independent,
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trust, non-self-governing or under any other
limitation of sovereignty.
ARTICLE 3

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and
security of person.

ARTICLE 4

No one shall be held in slavery or ser-
vitude; slavery and the slave trade shall be
prohibited in all their forms.

ARTICLE 5

No one shall be subjected to torture or to
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment.

ARTICLE 6

Everyone has the right to recognition ev-

erywhere as a person before the law.
ARTICLE 7

All are equal before the law and are enti-
tled without any discrimination to equal
protection of the law. All are entitled to
equal protection against any discrimination
in violation of this Declaration and against
any incitement to such discrimination.

ARTICLE 8

Everyone has the right to an effective rem-
edy by the competent national tribunals for
acts violating the fundamental rights grant-
ed him by the constitution or by law.

ARTICLE 9

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary ar-

rest, detention or exile.
ARTICLE 10

Everyone is entitled in full equality to a
fair and public hearing by an independent
and impartial tribunal, in the determination
of his rights and obligations and of any
criminal charge against him.

ARTICLE 11

(1) Everyone charged with a penal offence
has the right to be presumed innocent until
proved guilty according to law in a public
trial at which he has had all the guarantees
necessary for his defence.

(2) No one shall be held guilty of any penal
offence on account of any act or omission
which did not constitute a penal offence,
under national or international law, at the
time when it was committed. Nor shall a
heavier penalty be imposed than the one
that was applicable at the time the penal of-
fence was committed.

ARTICLE 12

No one shall be subjected to arbitrary in-
terference with his privacy, family, home or
correspondence, nor to attacks upon his
honour and reputation. Everyone has the
right to the protection of the law against
such interference or attacks.

ARTICLE 13

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
movement and residence within the borders
of each state.

(2) Everyone has the right to leave any
country, including his own, and to return to
his country.

ARTICLE 14

(1) Everyone has the right to seek and to
enjoy in other countries asylum from perse-
cution.

(2) This right may not be invoked in the
case of prosecutions genuinely arising from
non-political crimes or from acts contrary to
the purposes and principles of the United Na-
tions.

ARTICLE 15

(1) Everyone has the right to a nationality.

(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of
his nationality nor denied the right to
change his nationality.

ARTICLE 16

(1) Men and women of full age, without any
limitation due to race, nationality or reli-
gion, have the right to marry and to found a
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family. They are entitled to equal rights as
to marriage, during marriage and at its dis-
solution.

(2) Marriage shall be entered into only
with the free and full consent of the intend-
ing spouses.

(3) The family is the natural and funda-
mental group unit of society and is entitled
to protection by society and the State.

ARTICLE 17

(1) Everyone has the right to own property
alone as well as in association with others.
(2) No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of
his property.
ARTICLE 18

Everyone has the right to freedom of
thought, conscience and religion; this right
includes freedom to change his religion or
belief, and freedom, either alone or in com-
munity with others and in public or private,
to manifest his religion or belief in teaching,
practice, worship and observance.

ARTICLE 19

Everyone has the right to freedom of opin-
ion and expression; this right includes free-
dom to hold opinions without interference
and to seek, receive and impart information
and ideas through any media and regardless
of frontiers.

ARTICLE 20

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of
peaceful assembly and association.

(2) No one may be compelled to belong to
an association.

ARTICLE 21

(1) Everyone has the right to take part in
the government of his country, directly or
through freely chosen representatives.

(2) Everyone has the right of equal access
to public service in his country.

(3) The will of the people shall be the basis
of the authority of government; this will
shall be expressed in periodic and genuine
elections which shall be by universal and
equal suffrage and shall be held by secret
vote or by equivalent free voting procedures.

ARTICLE 22

Everyone, as a member of society, has the
right to social security and is entitled to re-
alization, through national effort and inter-
national co-operation and in accordance with
the organization and resources of each State,
of the economic, social and cultural rights
indispensable for his dignity and the free de-
velopment of his personality.

ARTICLE 23

(1) Everyone has the right to work, to free
choice of employment, to just and favourable
conditions of work and to protection against
unemployment.

(2) Everyone, without any discrimination,
has the right to equal pay for equal work.

(3) Everyone who works has the right to
just and favourable remuneration ensuring
for himself and his family an existence wor-
thy of human dignity, and supplemented, if
necessary, by other means of social protec-
tion.

(4) Everyone has the right to form and to
join trade unions for the protection of his in-
terests.

ARTICLE 24

Everyone has the right to rest and leisure,
including reasonable limitation of working
hours and periodic holidays with pay.

ARTICLE 25

(1) Everyone has the right to a standard of
living adequate for the health and wellbeing
of himself and of his family, including food,
clothing, housing and medical care and nec-
essary social services, and the right to secu-
rity in the event of unemployment, sickness,
disability, widowhood, old age or other lack
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of livelihood in circumstances beyond his
control.

(2) Motherhood and childhood are entitled
to special care and assistance. All children,
whether born in or out of wedlock, shall
enjoy the same social protection.

ARTICLE 26

(1) Everyone has the right to education.
Education shall be free, at least in the ele-
mentary and fundamental stages. Elemen-
tary education shall be compulsory. Tech-
nical and professional education shall be
made generally available and higher edu-
cation shall be equally accessible to all on
the basis of merit.

(2) Education shall be directed to the full
development of the human personality and
to the strengthening of respect for human
rights and fundamental freedoms. It shall
promote understanding, tolerance and
friendship among all nations, racial or reli-
gious groups, and shall further the activities
of the United Nations for the maintenance of
peace.

(3) Parents have a prior right to choose the
kind of education that shall be given to their
children.

ARTICLE 27

(1) Everyone has the right freely to partici-
pate in the cultural life of the community,
to enjoy the arts and to share in scientific
advancement and its benefits.

(2) Everyone has the right to the protec-
tion of the moral and material interests re-
sulting from any scientific, literary or artis-
tic production of which he is the author.

ARTICLE 28

Everyone is entitled to a social and inter-
national order in which the rights and free-
doms set forth in this Declaration can be
fully realized.

ARTICLE 29

(1) Everyone has duties to the community
in which alone the free and full development
of his personality is possible.

(2) In the exercise of his rights and free-
doms, everyone shall be subject only to such
limitations as are determined by law solely
for the purpose of securing due recognition
and respect for the rights and freedoms of
others and of meeting the just requirements
of morality, public order and the general
welfare in a democratic society.

(3) These rights and freedoms may in no
case be exercised contrary to the purposes
and principles of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 30

Nothing in this Declaration may be inter-
preted as implying for any State, group or
person any right to engage in any activity or
to perform any act aimed at the destruction
of any of the rights and freedoms set forth
herein.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF WOODS-VAL-
ENTINE MORTUARY’S 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Woods-Valentine Mortuary in Pasadena,
California. Woods-Valentine Mortuary, one of
the oldest African-American, family-owned and
operated businesses in the twenty-ninth Con-
gressional District, is celebrating its seventy-
fifth anniversary on December 14, 2003.

The James Woods Funeral Parlor, located
at 87 S. Vernon Avenue in Pasadena, was
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founded in 1928 by James and Annie Mae
Woods. In 1950, after the death of Mr. Woods,
his nephew Fred W. Valentine continued to
run the business for Mrs. Woods. In 1954,
Fred and his wife, Arzella, purchased the busi-
ness and it became the Woods-Valentine Mor-
tuary. The Valentines relocated the business
to its current location at 1455 N. Fair Oaks Av-
enue in 1963 and built a new structure, which
received a Pasadena Beautiful Foundation
award for architectural design and color co-
ordination.

Woods-Valentine Mortuary has a well-de-
served reputation as a professional, compas-
sionate and dignified business. The mortuary
staff members serve the community not only
by offering counseling and funeral services,
but also by their immense community and
civic involvement.

Fred and Arzella Valentine have served on
the boards of many professional and civic or-
ganizations, such as the Los Angeles County
Funeral Directors Association, the National Fu-
neral Directors Association, the California
Board of Funeral Directors, the Pasadena Al-
tadena Links, and the Soroptomist Club. The
Valentines are also members of many civic or-
ganizations including the San Gabriel Valley
Black Business Association, the Pasadena
Chamber of Commerce, the Pasadena Urban
League, and are lifetime members and past
board members of the Pasadena NAACP. In
addition, the Valentines have sponsored
Northwest Pasadena Little League teams for
forty years, volunteered for many years in
Pasadena’s public schools and libraries, and
contribute annually to many scholarship funds.
They are also active in their church, Friend-
ship Baptist Church.

Woods-Valentine Mortuary is truly a family-
owned business. Fred and Arzella's daugh-
ters, Janyce Valentine and Gail Valentine Tay-
lor, are part owners. Arzella’s sister, Vannie
Brown, Fred’s brothers, Clifton Valentine (who
died in 1999) and James Adkins, along with
Laven Lanier, James Barker, Ernest Gomez,
Lenston Marrow, James Ross, Leo Vaughn,
Julius Henderson and Juan Wooden, are other
members of the “Woods-Valentine Mortuary
family” who have greatly contributed to the
success of the business.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring Woods-Valentine Mortuary for its sev-
enty-five years of dedicated service to the
community.

H.R. 6

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, December 8, 2003

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
compliment the Chairman of the Conference
Committee, Mr. TAuzIN of Louisiana, and my
colleagues on the Committee from both the
House and the Senate for an excellent job
under extremely difficult circumstances. | am
very pleased that we have been able to re-
solve their differences and reach an agree-
ment on this extremely important legislation.
Our national energy security requires that we
move rapidly to utilize all of our existing fossil
energy resources in ways that are both more
efficient and more protective of our public
health and environment.
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