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This week we pause to honor Jim Ridling as
he retires from the post of President and CEO
of Southern Guaranty Insurance Company in
Montgomery. Jim was never content with
building Southern Guaranty into a business
success. He also focused his sights on mak-
ing Montgomery a continued success. And we
are ever grateful. 1 wish him and his wife
Catherine all the best, but | somehow believe
that Jim’'s days of service to Montgomery are
far from over.

——————

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL MITCHELL
PAIGE

HON. MARY BONO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mrs. BONO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to the life of one of
our nation’s greatest, and most decorated, war
heroes Marine Colonel Mitchell Paige. Colonel
Paige passed away this past weekend on No-
vember 15, 2003 in his home in La Quinta,
California. He is survived by his wife Marilyn,
his six children, fifteen grandchildren and six
greatgrandchildren. | want to extend my deep-
est condolences to Marilyn, who is a wonder-
ful woman and whom | know Colonel Paige
loved very deeply, as well as her entire family.

Colonel Paige served with distinction in the
Marine Corps for nearly twenty-eight years
with a career that spanned from the date of
his enlistment on September 1, 1936 to his re-
tirement on July 1, 1964. The numerous
awards and medals bestowed upon Colonel
Paige included the Medal of Honor, the Purple
Heart, and the Presidential Unit Citation.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt bestowed
the Medal of Honor, the highest award for
valor given a member of the U.S. Armed
Forces, on then Platoon Sergeant Paige for
his heroic actions on October 26, 1942 during
World War II's Battle of Guadalcanal. His ca-
reer and service to our nation are so exem-
plary that the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, Gen. Michael W. Hagee, added Colo-
nel Paige’s autobiography, “A Marine Named
Mitch,” to the U.S. Marine Reading Program.
His actions are so legendary that the Hasbro
Toy Company used his likeness for their 1998
Medal of Honor GI Joe model.

Words cannot justly describe the valor and
steadfastness to duty that were displayed by
Colonel Paige during the Battle of Guadal-
canal. To understand his heroism, one must
first understand the importance of the airstrip
that his Marine Platoon fought to control dur-
ing the fall of 1942. During that fall, the Japa-
nese Army was building an airstrip in the Sol-
omon Islands from which they would be able
to disrupt communication and supply lines be-
tween the United States, Australia and Great
Britain. On August 7, 1942, in a surprise at-
tack, the Marines landed and quickly seized
control of the field. The Marines completed
construction and put the field into operation. In
the battles that followed, the two sides contin-
ued to struggle for control of the island.

On October 26, 1942, Platoon Sergeant
Paige led his platoon of thirty-three men in de-
fending the critical ridge from which the op-
posing forces planned to launch their final as-
sault against the airfield. During the fighting,
each and every member of Paige’s platoon
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was wounded or killed. The only Marine able
to fight, Paige moved up and down the line
pulling the dead and wounded back into their
foxholes. Sergeant Paige held the Japanese
Army back by firing short bursts from each of
the four water-cooled Browning machine guns
that his platoon had been given to defend the
critical ridge. His actions convinced the Japa-
nese that the crest of the hill was well de-
fended. In truth, it was, defended by a single
Marine named Platoon Sergeant Mitchell
Paige.

Sergeant Paige’s heroism did not end there.
In the morning mist, near the end of the fight-
ing, Sergeant Paige grabbed one of the water-
cooled Brownings, a job for which the weapon
was never designed, and walked down the hill
towards the location of the enemy who were
preparing to outflank his position. Firing as he
went, Sergeant Paige took out the remaining
enemy forces on the ridge. Later, joined by a
makeshift line consisting of communication
personnel, riflemen, runners, cooks and
messman, Sergeant Paige led a bayonet
counterattack against the enemy. The counter-
attack was successful and the Japanese
forces, having suffered staggering losses, re-
ceded all because a single Marine fought with
valor and distinction on a small island a little
over sixty-one years ago.

After the Battle of Guadalcanal, Colonel
Paige continued to serve in the Marines for
another twenty-two years. His service and love
of country can best be summed up in his own
words: “I am proud to be a citizen of a nation
whose objective is peace and goodwill for all
mankind. A nation which has contributed so
much for the benefit of peoples all over the
world. A nation, under God, with liberty and
justice for all. | am proud to be an American.
I can never believe it is old fashioned to love
our Flag and Country nor can | ever believe it
is being square to stand in readiness behind
our Flag to defend those ideals for which it
stands against all enemies, foreign and do-
mestic.”

America owes Colonel Paige a debt of grati-
tude. His actions, the actions of a single Ma-
rine, most certainly turned the tide in the Pa-
cific Conflict during World War Il. His actions
saved countless lives of American servicemen
and his actions quite literally won the War. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to recognize and pay
tribute to the life of a man who lived with valor
and honor, a man who loved his country and
fought bravely defending her, a man who was
a patriot and an American Hero, Marine Colo-
nel Mitchell Paige.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, | was unable to
participate in the following votes due to a per-
sonal matter that kept me at home. If | had
been present, | would have voted as follows:

Rollcall vote 620, on S.J. Res. 22, recog-
nizing the Agriculture Research Service of the
Department of Agriculture, | would have voted
“yes.”

Rollcall vote 621, on S.J. Res. 18, com-
mending the Inspectors General, | would have
voted “yes.”

E2331

Rollcall vote 622, on H. Con. Res. 299, hon-
oring Mr. Sargent Shriver, | would have voted
“yes.”

Rollcall vote 623, on the motion to change
the convening time, | would have voted “yes.”

———

COMMENDING THE RECORDING
ACADEMY ON THE ANNOUNCE-
MENT OF ITS CULTURAL POLICY
INITIATIVE

HON. KAREN McCARTHY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Ms. MCCARTHY of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend the National Academy
of Recording Arts and Sciences, also known
as the Recording Academy, on the announce-
ment of the GRAMMY Cultural Policy Initiative.

The Recording Academy is dedicated to im-
proving the quality of life and cultural condition
for music and those who make it. An organiza-
tion of 18,000 musicians, songwriters, pro-
ducers and other recording professionals, the
Recording Academy is internationally known
for the GRAMMY Awards, and is responsible
for numerous groundbreaking outreach, pro-
fessional development, cultural enrichment,
education and human services programs.

An outstanding example of the Recording
Academy’s commitment to music is the Na-
tional Recording Registry at the Library of
Congress. It was an honor for me to be a
sponsor with Representative STENY HOYER of
the National Recording Preservation Act of
2000 which established the registry. The Re-
cording Academy now works with the Library
of Congress to ensure the preservation of our
national audio heritage for the enjoyment and
education of generations to come. As a result
of these efforts the National Recording Reg-
istry at the Library of Congress includes early
recordings by ragtime composer Scott Joplin,
inventor Thomas Edison, and singer Bessie
Smith, plus more recent works by Bob Dylan,
Aretha Franklin, and Frank Sinatra.

The first 50 recordings in the National Re-
cording Registry truly represent the breadth
and brilliance of our recorded heritage in both
music and the spoken word, and each year
more landmark recordings will be preserved
and protected through their addition to the
Registry.

To further advance its cultural mission, the
Recording Academy unveiled its GRAMMY
Cultural Policy Initiative on September 17 in
Washington. Neil Portnow, President of the
Recording Academy, launched this Initiative
on behalf of NARAS to advance the rights of
recording artists through advocacy, education
and dialogue. Coordinated by Daryl Friedman,
Senior Executive Director of the Washington
office of the Recording Academy, the advo-
cacy team will utilize its chapters and mem-
bership nationwide to educate the public
through seminars and other grassroots events.

The Academy is also set to launch the
GRAMMY Town Hall, a nationwide series of
discussions with music industry leaders on
critical issues such as file sharing, copyright
protection, and intellectual property.

Mr. Speaker, the importance of music to my
life and to the lives of people around the world
cannot be overstated. Music transcends bor-
ders and breaks down cultural barriers. Young
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Americans reap the lifetime benefits from
music instruction in our schools. Music creates
timeless memories. Music strikes a chord in all
of us.

We must also recognize the economic im-
pact of music. One of the bright spots of the
U.S. trade economy is our recording industry.
Recorded music generates a trade surplus for
our nation and is one of America’s leading ex-
ports, touching virtually every nation on the
planet.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Mr. Portnow, Mr. Friedman and Recording
Academy Chairman Dan Carlin for launching
this important initiative.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. LINDA T. SANCHEZ

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Ms. LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, in order to deal with the recent
floods that struck the Lynwood, South Gate,
Watts, and Willowbrook areas of my district, |
was absent for rollcall vote 620 on S.J. Res.
22, recognizing the Agricultural Research
Service; rollcall vote 621 on S.J. Res. 18,
commending the service of Inspectors Gen-
eral; rollcall vote 622 on H. Con. Res. 299,
honoring Sargent Shriver; and rollcall vote 623
on the motion to change the meeting times for
Tuesday, November 18, 2003, to 10 a.m. for
Morning Hour and 11 a.m. for legislative busi-
ness.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“aye” on each of these rollcall votes.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, due to official busi-
ness in my district, | was unable to vote during
the following rollcall votes. Had | been
present, | would have voted as indicated
below.

Rollcall No. 620, “yes”; rollcall No. 621,
“yes”; rollcall No. 622, “yes”; and rollcall No.
623, “yes.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 23RD
STREET ASSOCIATION

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the 23rd Street Association on the
occasion of their Annual Award Luncheon.
This year, the 23rd Street Association is hon-
oring Cushman & Wakefield and Kenneth
Krasnow for their dedication and service to the
community.

Named New York Top Tenant-Rep Firm on
Co-Star's Top 50 Manhattan Office Leases
list, Cushman & Wakefield is the largest New
York-based commercial real estate firm, rep-
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resenting tenants in three of the city’s top 10
deals last year. The firm's retail brokers have
also won the coveted Real Estate Board of
New York (REBNY) Retail Deal of the Year
Award every year since the award’s inception.
Cushman & Wakefield is New York City's larg-
est property manager, managing approxi-
mately 52 million square feet of property.
Founded in New York City in 1917, Cushman
& Wakefield now operates 163 offices in 49
countries and employs over 11,000 profes-
sionals.

Ken Krasnow, Senior Managing Director for
the New York Metro Region, joined Cushman
& Wakefield in 1987 and spent ten years as
a commercial leasing broker in Midtown Man-
hattan. Mr. Krasnow rose through the ranks,
serving as Director of Business Development
and Regional Managing Director for Cushman
& Wakefield’s Stamford and Long lIsland of-
fices before his promotion to Senior Managing
Director. Mr. Krasnow has responsibility for
the firm’s offices in midtown and downtown
Manhattan, White Plains, NY, Stamford, CT,
and Melville, Long Island, with approximately
175 brokers generating $200 million in annual
revenue. Recently named one of Real Estate
New York's “40 under 40" and one of Real
Estate Forum’'s “next great leaders,” Mr.
Krasnow is responsible for the strategic direc-
tion, business growth and development at
Cushman & Wakefield as well as profitability
of the region for the firm.

Despite his heavy business obligations, Mr.
Krasnow has made time for civic and chari-
table works. He is active in numerous organi-
zations, including REBNY, YM/WREA and the
Westchester County Association, and serves
as a member of the boards of the National
Conference for Community and Justice, St.
Mary’'s Foundation for Children and the Ave-
nue of the Americas Association.

I would also like to commend the 23rd
Street Association for its success in enhancing
the quality of life for families and businesses
in the area bounded by the Hudson and East
Rivers from 17th to 28th Street. Incorporated
in 1929 by 22 local business people, today’s
23rd Street Association has approximately 300
members. Their projects include conducting
business-training programs in local junior high
schools, mobilizing the community to support
a $2.5 million renovation of Madison Square
Park, working with the local police to combat
drug dealing and other crime, and developing
annual summertime concert programming and
children’s entertainment in the community.

The Association is fortunate to represent in-
dividuals and organizations that are so com-
mitted to the advancement of their community.
In recognition of the invaluable contributions
and the selfless efforts of tonight's honorees,
| ask that my colleagues join me in saluting
the 23rd Street Association on 74 extraor-
dinary years of service to the community.

———

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 1904, HEALTHY FORESTS
RESTORATION ACT OF 2003

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, November 18, 2003

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
join with my colleague, the Honorable BART-
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LETT in asking the members appointed as con-
ferees of H.R. 1904 to preserve the language,
approved by our Senate colleagues, enhanc-
ing the penalties for interstate commerce in
cockfighting and dog fighting. Our freestanding
legislation (H.R. 1532), which | have co-spon-
sored with Mr. BARTLETT, already has the bi-
partisan support of 122 cosponsors, and we
are confident of the strong support for this leg-
islation in the House. The House has also pre-
viously approved an amendment to the farm
bill that covered the core provision of our leg-
islation: increasing the maximum jail time to
allow for the imposition of felony-level pen-
alties for violations of Section 26 of the Animal
Welfare Act.

We are not aware of any organizational op-
position to the legislation, except from groups
and individuals directly involved in dogfighting
and cockfighting activities. On the other hand,
we have secured endorsements from a wide
range of veterinary, animal welfare, agricul-
tural, and law enforcement organizations. In
fact, more than 80 state and local law enforce-
ment agencies have endorsed this legislation,
as a necessary complement to their law en-
forcement efforts.

We believe that animal welfare warrants
passage of the legislation. Both dogfighting
and cockfighting involve animals pumped up
with stimulants to make them more aggres-
sive, whose handlers force them to keep fight-
ing even as they suffer terrible injuries. Chil-
dren are often exposed to these violent spec-
tacles and taught that such animal suffering is
enjoyable entertainment. Some dogfighters
steal family pets to use as bait for training
their dogs. Others abandon their fighting dogs,
leaving them to roam and wreak havoc in our
neighborhoods, or end up at animal shelters
where they cannot be adopted due to their ag-
gressive training. All in all, animal fighting is a
brutal business that merits serious penalties.

However, there is also an economic reason
to enact this legislation. In the fall of 2002,
there was an outbreak of Exotic Newcastle
Disease in southern California. The California
state veterinarian has documented that the
network of cockfighting enthusiasts in the
Southwest was primarily responsible for the
dramatic spread of this avian disease—which
resulted in quarantines in California, Arizona,
Nevada and Texas, and an extreme disruption
of normal agricultural practices. Before the
containment effort was completed, the federal
government spent $200 million on containment
and compensation, and ordered the killing of
3.8 million birds, primarily from commercial
poultry operations. As a result, the Texas
Poultry Federation and other agricultural orga-
nizations have embraced our legislation. By in-
creasing the penalties for animal fighting, we
may be able to shrink the size of the cock-
fighting industry and prevent future outbreaks
of END, or other diseases that jeopardize our
agriculture industry.

| thank the conferees for their consideration
and hope that they will agree to include the
Senate-passed animal fighting provisions in
the final Healthy Forests legislation.
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