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A TRIBUTE TO WESNER MOISE, 

M.D. 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in honor of 
Wesner Moise, M.D. in recognition of his com-
mitment and service to his community and his 
outstanding accomplishments in the field of 
medicine. 

Wesner is the director of Geriatric Medicine 
at Interfaith Medical Center. He has been a 
solo practitioner at the same Brooklyn location 
for 27 years. He earned his medical degree 
from the State University of Haiti. He joined 
St. Johns Episcopal Hospital, now Interfaith 
Medical Center, for a rotative internship after 
completing an additional six-month rotation in 
pathology. He spent the next three years in 
the Department of Medicine and became chief 
resident. He remained very active in the Insti-
tution and served on different committees: 
Quality Assurance, Infection Control and the 
Medical Executive Committee. 

Wesner has always had a special interest in 
the elderly. He provides free seminars to sen-
ior centers, screening examinations and flu 
vaccine. He is also a founding member of the 
Haitian Association of Physicians Abroad 
(AMHE), New York Chapter and frequently 
lectures on health care issues affecting the 
Haitian community. He is a member of the 
American College of Physicians, the New York 
State Medical Society, Kings County Medical 
Society and American Geriatric Society. 

Dr. Moise and his wife Mireille, an artist, 
have been married for thirty-three years. They 
are very proud of their three children who all 
graduated from Harvard University. Patrick, an 
entrepreneur, is developing a software com-
pany in Seattle, Washington. Astrid is an as-
piring academic cardiovascular surgeon. She 
is presently doing research on stem cells and 
angiogenesis at the University of Pennsyl-
vania. Michael, a financial analyst, is presently 
pursuing his MBA at Columbia University. The 
Moises are the quintessential ‘‘Interfaith Fam-
ily.’’ His wife and four sisters all worked as 
registered nurses at Interfaith. 

Dr. Moise’s philosophy can be summarized 
as follows: Be all you can be, make a dif-
ference for your community, be a role model 
for your children, and be supportive of your 
family. 

Mr. Speaker, Wesner Moise, M.D. has dedi-
cated his time and medical expertise to the 
community through his own practice and his 
work at Interfaith Medical Center. As such, he 
is more than worthy of receiving our recogni-
tion today and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in honoring this truly remarkable person.

f 

IN HONOR OF GARY A. BELLER 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 17, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Gary A. Beller of New York, 
in recognition of his retirement from an ex-
traordinarily accomplished and distinguished 
career of over thirty years in the corporate 
legal profession. 

The practice of law is itself a worthy pursuit. 
It is an accomplishment to do outstanding 
work for outstanding companies, as Mr. Beller 
has done for two venerable giants of the finan-
cial services industry—American Express early 
in his career and more recently MetLife. But 
what I have learned is that the preeminent 
characteristic of the career of Gary Beller is 
his devotion to best practices and legal excel-
lence; setting the standard for highly ethical 
and skilled legal work and consistently ex-
ceeding that standard out of sheer energy, tal-
ent, and sense of responsibility. 

As 2003 draws to a close, Gary Beller re-
tires from his position as senior executive vice 
president and general counsel for MetLife. Mr. 
Beller joined MetLife in November 1994 and 
has since overseen the company’s extensive 
legal affairs group as well as the mergers and 
acquisitions department. One of the notable 
accomplishments of his tenure at MetLife was 
his contribution to bringing the company public 
in 2003 from its previous status as a mutual 
company. MetLife became one of the most 
widely held public stocks as result of the suc-
cessful completion of the transaction. 

This is the kind of high quality work that has 
made Gary Beller well known and respected 
professionally. To those who know him and 
work with him, Mr. Beller personifies the best 
of the corporate legal profession. The perfect 
example is his chairmanship of the Insurance 
Marketplace Standards Association, an organi-
zation devoted to establishing the best in eth-
ical market conduct for the insurance industry. 

In addition to his professional success, Mr. 
Beller has also been a leader in his commu-
nity. He served as Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Citizens Crime Commission of 
New York for 10 years and remains a Vice 
Chairman today. He is also a member of the 
Board of Directors of Lenox Hill Neighborhood 
House, one of New York City’s renowned so-
cial service agencies. 

In recognition of his outstanding accomplish-
ments, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the dedication and service of Gary Beller 
as he retires from MetLife. He is a role model 
of civic involvement, corporate loyalty and pro-
fessionalism, and service to the legal profes-
sion. He deserves our congratulations and 
well wishes as he begins his retirement.
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RECOGNIZING JAMES RILEY TEE-
TER FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK 
OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize James Riley Teeter, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 351, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

James has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
4 years James has been involved with scout-
ing, he has earned 32 merit badges and has 
held numerous leadership positions, serving 
as Patrol Leader, Quartermaster, Scribe, As-
sistant Patrol Leader, and Troop Guide. 
James is also a Brotherhood Member in the 

Order of the Arrow and is a Warrior in the 
Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, James repaired 
the restroom facilities at the Platte County 
Fairgrounds in Tracy, Missouri. He pressure 
washed, painted, and mortared the restrooms, 
and also cleaned up the surrounding ground. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending James Riley Teeter for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

f 

TRIBUTE TO AL KELLY 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
rise and pay tribute to a remarkable man from 
my district. Alfred E. Kelly from Alamosa, Col-
orado. He has dedicated his life to the better-
ment of others, and I am proud to call his con-
tributions to this body of Congress. 

Al has been the Director of the San Luis 
Valley Health Education Center for the last 25 
years. His tenure in this position has been de-
fined by his brilliance and unwavering dedica-
tion. Over the past quarter century, Al has 
been instrumental in the creation and adminis-
tration of numerous charitable organizations, 
including the Tu Casa battered women’s pro-
gram, Hospice De Valle, and the Casa de Oro 
Center. 

Al is also a founding member of the Valley 
Community Fund, an organization that assists 
31 non-profit organizations in their fund raising 
efforts. He has also spearheaded numerous 
community programs for the benefit of low-in-
come students, senior citizens and patients. 

Despite his steadfast dedication to those in 
need, Al is a loving and devoted father, hus-
band and friend. His engaging personality, in-
tegrity and conviction result in Al having a 
positive impact on everyone he meets. Scores 
of people throughout the San Luis Valley and 
our State have had their lives enhanced as 
the result of their interactions with Al. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to pay tribute to 
Al Kelly. Al’s selfless dedication to serving 
those in need is a shining example to all 
Americans. The many charitable organizations 
that Al has supported are a testament to his 
altruistic spirit. On behalf of the countless peo-
ple he has helped, and a grateful Nation, I 
would like to thank Al for all that he has done.

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SENATOR 
RICHARD J. CODEY, PRESIDENT 
OF THE NEW JERSEY SENATE 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
rise today to recognize an outstanding public 
servant from my home state, Senator Richard 
J. Codey; as he ascends to the position of 
President of the New Jersey Senate. Senator 
Codey is being honored by his many friends 
and family members at a special ceremony at 
the Essex County Hall of Records in Newark. 
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Senator Codey has established an out-

standing reputation for both his legislative 
achievements and his contributions to the 
community. Senator Codey was elected to the 
Assembly in 1973 and re-elected three times. 
He has served in the Senate since 1981. He 
represents the 27th legislative district, which 
includes Caldwell, Essex Fells, Fairfield, Liv-
ingston, Maplewood, North Caldwell, Orange, 
Roseland, South Orange, West Orange, and 
part of Newark. Senator Codey was selected 
Senate Co-President for the 210th Legislative 
Session beginning January 8, 2002. He will be 
selected President at the 211th Session of the 
Legislature in January, 2004. Senator Codey 
was Senate Minority leader from 1998 until 
2002. He chaired the Senate Health, Institu-
tions and Welfare Committee from 1982 to 
1992, and has been a champion of the men-
tally ill and disabled in state institutions and 
group homes statewide. As a result of an un-
dercover investigation he initiated, strict back-
ground checks and improved training stand-
ards for all employees of state psychiatric in-
stitutions were put into effect. 

Senator Codey has received numerous hon-
ors and awards, including the state Psychiatric 
Association’s ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ award and 
the state Mental Health Association’s service 
award. 

A graduate of Fairleigh Dickinson University, 
Senator Codey is a licensed insurance broker 
and president of the Olympic Agency. He is 
married to the former Mary Jo Rolli. They are 
the proud parents of two sons, Kevin and 
Christopher. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues here in 
the U.S. House of Representatives to join me 
in congratulating Senator Codey and wishing 
him all the best as he continues his out-
standing public service.

f 

THE IMPORTANCE OF SELECTING 
MIAMI AS THE PERMANENT SEC-
RETARIAT OF THE FREE TRADE 
AREA OF THE AMERICAS AND 
THE VITAL PROTECTION OF 
FLORIDA CITRUS 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, South 
Florida is honored, as leaders from over thirty 
nations from the Western Hemisphere con-
vene in my beautiful hometown of Miami to 
discuss what is to be one of the largest free 
trade agreements in history. 

The FTAA would be the world’s largest free 
market, with combined GDP of nearly $13 tril-
lion in over 30 countries, and nearly 800 mil-
lion consumers. The creation of the FTAA 
would foster economic growth and opportunity, 
promote regional integration and good govern-
ance. In concert with my colleagues in the 
U.S. Congress, I have corresponded and met 
numerous times with Ambassadors Zoellick 
and Cobb to discuss at length the selection of 
Miami as the headquarters for the Secretariat. 

Miami is a perfect location for the Secre-
tariat due to its bustling economy, multilingual 
population and its role as the hub for Latin 
America. 

I have supported efforts on behalf of Miami 
that involve the Permanent Secretariat of the 

Free Trade Area of the Americas; especially 
the most current appropriations of $8.5 million 
that will assist our local South Florida commu-
nity. 

Free trade cannot encompass nations that 
are dictatorial, ruthless, and that lack regard 
for freedom and human rights. Ruthless re-
gimes cannot be allowed entry into any free 
trade agreements as they lack the funda-
mental premise for market-based trade to suc-
ceed freedom. Without a democratic system of 
government, free trade cannot flourish. Brutal 
dictatorships in our Hemisphere should not 
have access into any form of free trade agree-
ments until they hold independent elections, 
free its political prisoners, allow freedom of 
press, and respect and upheld other basic lib-
erties. 

It is the hope of our South Florida commu-
nity that the Administration will select Miami as 
the U.S. candidate city to serve as home to 
the FTAA Secretariat, when an agreement is 
completed. Miami’s special and close relation-
ship with our Latin neighbors make the city a 
natural choice to play this important role. 

As leaders of the Western Hemisphere meet 
to discuss the vital issue of a tentative FTAA, 
it is important to remember our local citrus in-
dustry. 

As we strive to open new markets and ex-
pand opportunities for U.S. workers and busi-
nesses through seeking new trade agree-
ments, we must ensure that our workers and 
businesses have fair opportunities to compete 
in the increasingly global marketplace. 

Any reduction of tariffs on imported orange 
juice would impede these important objectives. 
These tariffs help to promote competition, ena-
bling us to compete on a level playing field in 
the global marketplace. 

It is very clear that any reduction in the tariff 
would have serious consequences on Florida’s 
citrus industry and could potentially devastate 
the State’s economy. The citrus industry is the 
State’s second largest, contributing over $9 
billion to our economy. In addition, the citrus 
industry accounts for nearly 90,000 direct and 
indirect jobs throughout Florida and the coun-
try. 

As delegates congregate in South Florida to 
discuss the future of trade in the Western 
Hemisphere, I call upon our leaders of the 
Hemisphere to not forget the hard workers of 
Florida and the importance of Florida Citrus.

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO AL HOMANN 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 11, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
rise and pay tribute to a remarkable man from 
my district. Al Homann from Silverton, CO was 
recently named Silverton’s ‘‘Citizen of the 
Year,’’ and I am proud to call his contributions 
to the attention of this body of Congress. 

The charitable acts that culminated in Al’s 
recognition as ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’ are too 
numerous to list. He is an active member of 
the American Legion, and an organizer of the 
‘‘Hoop Shoot,’’ a yearly event that raises funds 
for local scholarships. In addition, Al has 
spread his joy for life to countless audience 
members as a performer in the Miner’s Union 

Theater. Al has also volunteered in countless 
community events, including Fourth of July pa-
rades and sporting events. Silverton is truly a 
better place as the result of Al’s selfless dedi-
cation 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to pay tribute to 
Al Homann. His selfless dedication to serving 
others is a shining example to all Americans. 
The many charitable events that Al has sup-
ported are a testament to his altruistic spirit. 
On behalf of the countless people he has 
helped, and a grateful nation, I would like to 
thank Al Homann for all that he has done, and 
congratulate him on his receipt of a well-de-
served award.

f 

RECOGNIZING PATRICK TAYLOR 
SAMPSELL FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Patrick Taylor Sampsell, a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 351, and in earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Patrick has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
three years Patrick has been involved with 
scouting, he has earned 44 merit badges and 
has held numerous leadership positions, serv-
ing as Patrol Leader, Quartermaster, Scribe, 
Assistant Patrol Leader, and Senior Patrol 
Leader. Patrick has also received the honor of 
Arrow of Light, is a Brotherhood Member in 
the Order of the Arrow, and is a Brave in the 
Tribe of Mic-O-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Patrick refur-
bished 60 fire hydrants in Platte City, Missouri 
by scraping, cleaning, and repainting the hy-
drants orange and black. He also cleaned the 
area surrounding the hydrants. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Patrick Taylor Sampsell for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

f 

RED HOT MAMAS 

HON. C.L. ‘‘BUTCH’’ OTTER 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 17, 2003

Mr. OTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and praise the efforts of a group of 
women known across America as ‘‘Idaho’s 
Ambassadors of Fun.’’ They are the Red Hot 
Mamas—a family oriented musical-comedy 
troupe from Coeur d’Alene, ID. These are 
women in the prime of their lives, all over the 
age of 30, who revel in sharing their good 
humor and infectious high spirits. The ladies 
wear brightly colored house dresses and 5-
foot-tall hats made from empty grocery car-
tons, milk jugs, balloons or other household 
items. They can be found most days in one 
parking lot or another in Coeur d’Alene, prac-
ticing their precision drill-team routines. The 
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