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and well-being of the men, women, and chil-
dren of Bloomfield, a beautiful community lo-
cated in the heart of my district. He has begun 
a tradition of excellence in the Bloomfield Po-
lice Department—a tradition which, under his 
continued direction, will continue long into the 
future. It is only fitting that he be honored, in 
this, the permanent record of the greatest 
freely elected body on earth. 

During a period in our history when home-
town security has become such a critical 
issue, Chief McNiff has worked diligently to 
ensure the continued efficiency and effective-
ness of the Bloomfield Police Department, 
while fostering its close relationship with the 
community. He has initiated programs de-
signed to increase the capacity of his police 
officers to act as first responders, and bal-
anced these programs with community-based 
initiatives geared toward maintaining a high 
quality of life for the citizens of Bloomfield. 

Among the many innovative and successful 
programs that Chief McNiff has instated are 
the D.A.R.E. program, the Anti-Crime Squad, 
the Bloomfield/Newark Border Patrol, and the 
Community Policing Unit. Under his leader-
ship, the Bloomfield Police Department has 
collectively worked with the Auto Theft Task 
Force and the Essex County Prosecutor’s Nar-
cotics Unit. Largely as a result of Chief 
McNiff’s extraordinary vision and guidance, the 
Bloomfield Police Department now ranks 
among the best in Essex County, New Jersey. 

The services rendered to the people of 
Bloomfield by John McNiff have been widely 
recognized. Chief McNiff has received com-
mendations from organizations representing all 
levels of local, State, and Federal law enforce-
ment, and has been publicly honored for his 
service both by the New Jersey State Senate 
and General Assembly. Most recently, John 
McNiff was the recipient of the distinguished 
John I. Crecco Foundation’s ‘‘Public Safety 
Award’’ and was recognized by the Ancient 
Order of the Hibernians for his work. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves so much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing individuals who have 
devoted themselves to serving the special 
needs of the people in their community. The 
integrity, dedication, and skilled leadership that 
Chief John McNiff has brought to the Town-
ship of Bloomfield is beyond compare. 

I ask that you join our colleagues, the Essex 
County PBA, and me in gratefully recognizing 
the invaluable services that Chief John McNiff 
has provided to the men and women of 
Bloomfield, New Jersey.
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WENTWORTH MILITARY ACADEMY 
MEMORIAL SERVICE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. IKE SKELTON 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 24, 2003

Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, on Sunday, 
October 12, 2003, a memorial service was 
held on the campus of Wentworth Military 
Academy in Lexington, MO. Retired Lieutenant 
Colonel Jim Ahrens presided. This service 
paid tribute to the many Wentworth Alumni 
who served in the military and paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice. I commend the remarks of 
Lieutenant Colonel Ahrens to this body.

TEXT FOR MEMORIAL SERVICE 
Invocation: Let us pray 
Almighty and most merciful God. Look 

with favor upon us gathered here this morn-
ing—in thy presence—on this sacred ground, 
and inspire our hearts and minds as we lov-
ingly celebrate the deeds of Wentworth Ca-
dets, old boys, whose sacrifices—blood, 
sweat, and tears—made in the name of free-
dom and human dignity—shall stand forever 
as the foundation stones of our great nation. 
Bless us now, O God, that our thoughts, de-
sires and deeds throughout this memorial 
service may be inspired by You according to 
Your holy name. Amen. 

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT 
Friends: We gather here on this historic 

ground—this sacred ground—Cadet Corps, 
old boys and their families, Wentworth staff, 
faculty and friends—we gather here near the 
Memorial Chapel, its entrance guarded by 
the Mooney Memorial—just down this tree 
shaded hill from the doughboy and the Hall 
of Honor—to remember, to honor and to re-
turn thanks for Wentworth cadets who made 
the supreme sacrifice. We gather to lovingly 
remember Wentworth old boys who gave 
their lives in the service of their country. 
Today we are particularly mindful of the 
vets we single them out now for honor be-
cause, like other Wentworth old boys, they 
fought and served and some died coura-
geously. It is now their time—their turn—for 
special recognition. 

How thankful we are for their dedication, 
their loyalty, perseverance—for their patri-
otism. How thankful we are for their sac-
rifices made in the line of duty—in times of 
terrible trial and tribulation—crisis—peril—
times of grievous suffering—times of war. 

Alumni from Wentworth have served in 
eight conflicts and have sacrificed their lives 
in six of them. 

41 served in the Spanish American war and 
two died. 

3 are known to have served in the Phil-
ippine Insurrection and one parished. 

At least 552 served in WW I and fourteen 
died, including one faculty member. 

At least 813 served in WW II and 87 died, in-
cluding another faculty member. 

213 served in Korea and nine paid with 
their lives. 

We don’t know exactly how many served in 
the Vietnam conflict, but we know that elev-
en made the supreme sacrifice. 

Approximately 30 served in the first Gulf 
War that we know of and apparently all re-
turned at the end of the conflict. Many are 
serving, as we speak, in the second Gulf War, 
which includes the War on Terror. 

These men gave their lives for all of us in 
this country. Because of the closeness of our 
alumni it seems as if they became a part of 
all of our lives and we all feel their loss. 
What we have to day is a heritage that is 
made all the more rich by what they gave for 
us.

Today we honor all who have given their 
lives. There is no doubt that their example 
has served as an inspiration for all of us to 
do what we can do to end conflict, but we all 
know equally well that we could be called 
upon to make the supreme sacrifice for our 
country and fellow humankind. We must also 
remember those Wentworth faculty, staff, 
cadets and acquaintances who are no longer 
with us as well as those who have died in the 
past year 

Memorial prayer 
Let us pray. Almighty God, bless now our 

memories of Wentworth cadets—and their 
loved ones who waited patiently behind—
bless our memories of old boys who made the 
supreme sacrifice—old boys who march no 
more in our ranks—who answer no more rev-
eille roll call—who stand no more on the 
Quadrangle for sunset retreat. 

Bless, oh God, our remembrance of them 
that the spirit of their heroism—their 
dreams of a better life in a world at peace 
their sacrifices for us—may inspire us here 
on this Wentworth campus, and wherever we 
go, to live together in brotherly love—ac-
cording to your golden rule. May their mem-
ory live on—heartening and inspiring—
teaching us the meaning of heroism, patriot-
ism—brotherly love. And, O God, inspire us 
so we may never take for granted or forget 
our Wentworth heroes. May we be inspired in 
the days and weeks to come to walk a little 
slower by this Huey helicopter and the 
doughboy—to walk a little slower by the 
Mooney memorial, and in our hearts do an 
‘‘eyes right and render a smart hand salute—
as we pay our respects to our fallen com-
rades—Wentworth cadets who made the su-
preme sacrifice. Amen
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. W.J. (BILLY) TAUZIN 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall vote 
567 I intended to vote ‘‘nay.’’
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TRIBUTE TO 177TH FIGHTER WING 
OF THE NEW JERSEY AIR NA-
TIONAL GUARD 

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the 177th Fighter Wing of the 
New Jersey Air National Guard. Recently, the 
177th received the Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award (AFOUA) for exceptionally meritorious 
service from January 1, 2000 through Decem-
ber 31, 2001. The Air Force Outstanding Unit 
Award, established by the Department of De-
fense in 1954, recognizes units that have dis-
tinguished themselves by exceptionally meri-
torious service or outstanding achievement 
that clearly sets the unit above and apart from 
similar units. 

During this two year period, the 177th ac-
complished its mission with a high degree of 
war readiness and combat capability. The 
Wing deployed highly trained, combat ready 
personnel in support of Aerospace Expedi-
tionary Force 9. They were one of the first 
units to have its aircraft generated with live 
missiles and ready to fight shortly after the at-
tacks on the World Trade Center. In addition 
to these accomplishments, the unit and its 
members have been recognized for its out-
standing environmental stewardship, recruiting 
efforts, and community support. 

The 177th is the home to 17 single seat F–
16C, Fighting Falcon, aircraft and has been lo-
cated at the Atlantic City International Airport 
in Egg Harbor Township since 1958. However, 
the 177th traces its roots back to September 
1917 as the 119th Aero Squadron. The 119th 
Aero Squadron, an active duty training squad-
ron during World War One, was demobilized 
in May 1919. In 1930, the 119th Observation 
Squadron was given federal recognition as 
part of the 44th Infantry Division, New Jersey 
National Guard, 119th Fighter Squadron at 
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Newark. In 1958, the 119th Fighter Squadron 
moved to the former Navy facility in Egg Har-
bor Township, New Jersey, and was re-des-
ignated the 119th Tactical Fighter Squadron. 
In 1962 the unit became the 177th Tactical 
Fighter Group, the 177th Fighter Interceptor 
Group in 1972, 177th Fighter Group in 1992, 
and finally became the 177th Fighter Wing in 
1995. The 177th has been activated twice to 
federal service since World War Two. In 1961, 
the unit was called up for the ‘‘Berlin Crisis’’ 
and in 1968 for the ‘‘Pueblo Crisis,’’ which 
sent unit members to all corners of the globe 
including Vietnam. Years later, 70 unit mem-
bers were activated in support of ‘‘Desert 
Storm.’’ As the events of September 11th un-
folded the 177th, through years of preparation, 
training and commitment launched to our na-
tion’s emergency and desperate call for help. 
These Air Guard warriors brought with them 
the character and core values of generations 
of heroic citizen soldiers and airmen. Since 
October 2001, the Wing has had an active in-
volvement in Operation Noble Eagle, Oper-
ation Southern Watch, Operation Northern 
Watch, Operation Enduring Freedom and Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom. 

The 177th’s stated mission is ‘‘to be Amer-
ica’s premier fighter unit, comprised of proud 
citizen airmen, recognized as superbly skilled 
and motivated, committed to unwavering serv-
ice to Community, State, and Nation.’’ In 
South Jersey, we know that the 177th su-
perbly executes its mission every day. Their 
recognition as one of the best in the Air Force 
serves to confirm their excellence to the rest 
of the country. I am personally grateful to the 
177th for its outstanding service to South Jer-
sey, the state of New Jersey and the United 
States. I congratulate them on this well de-
served honor.
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FLORIDA: THE STATE OF 
EDUCATION 

HON. CLIFF STEARNS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the problems 
affecting public schools are all to familiar: poor 
academic achievment, community conflict over 
the curriculum, ineffective instructive methods, 
financial mismanagement and a growing in-
ability to meet the needs of families. Less well 
known is the fact that these ills are shared by 
state school systems all over the world. In 
spite of countless reform efforts stretching 
back over decades, schools have yet to crack 
the code on educational success. Despite 
agreement that the system is a failure, pos-
sible solutions are a source of great con-
troversy. In developing a strategy for change, 
it would be helpful to look to a model that is 
enjoying great success in my home state of 
Florida. 

Florida leads the nation not only in providing 
education choices for children but also in inno-
vative education opportunities for low-income 
families and children with disabilities. The 
state provides A+ scholarships for students in 
failing schools, McKay Scholarships for stu-
dents with disabilities, tax credits for donations 
to scholarship organizations, and over 200 
charter schools. Eligible high school students 
may take college courses for high school and 

postsecondary credit. These scholarships redi-
rect the flow of education funding, channeling 
it directly to individual families rather than to 
school districts allowing families to select the 
public or private schools of their choice and 
have all or part of the tuition paid. Scholar-
ships are advocated on the grounds that pa-
rental choice and competition between public 
and private schools will improve education for 
all children. 

School Vouchers known as the Opportunity 
Scholarship Program (OSP) in Florida was 
created under Governor Bush’s A+ Plan, re-
flects Florida’s commitment to higher stand-
ards in education for Florida’s students. OSP 
allows parents whose children are assigned to 
a failing school to choose between sending 
their child to a higher performing public school 
or to apply state generated funding toward pri-
vate school tuition. For the purpose of OSP, a 
school is considered failing if it has received a 
failing grade in the previous year as well as 
one other failing grade in the three previous 
years.

When a parent has been notified that his or 
her child is eligible for the Opportunity Schol-
arship Program, a parent may choose one of 
three options. They may: 

Transfer his/her child to a higher performing 
public school; 

Enroll his/her child in a participating private 
school; 

Retain his/her child in the low performing 
school. 

The McKay Scholarship Program for Stu-
dents with Disabilities makes a school voucher 
available to any special education student in 
Florida public schools. This program is the 
second largest school voucher program in the 
country, and with approximately 375,000 eligi-
ble special education students it is likely to be-
come the largest soon. Currently, over 9,000 
students use McKay vouchers. 

In 2001, lawmakers approved the John M. 
McKay Scholarships for Children with Disabil-
ities. These scholarships are available to all 
Florida school children who have an IEP (Indi-
vidual Education Plan) and have spent at least 
7 months attending special classes in the pub-
lic school system. 

The law allows public school children with 
any type of IEP disability designation (phys-
ical, emotional, mental or general learning dis-
ability), whose parents are dissatisfied with 
their progress in the public school, to receive 
a scholarship from the state. Their parents are 
then able to choose a school they consider to 
be better suited for the child. This scholarship 
is meant to supplement the cost of private 
schooling for children with disabilities, not to 
cover the total amount. These scholarships 
are not income based and follow the student 
through high school. 

Efforts to promote educational choice are in 
no way a condemnation or indictment of the 
public school system or its teachers. The goal 
is simply to provide educational alternatives to 
a group of people who, because of financial 
circumstances alone, have none. Insuring 
quality education for all of Florida’s children 
will help to assure a bright future for Florida. 
These scholarship programs are designed to 
liberate parents who are limited by financial 
circumstance, to choose the school best suit-
ed for their child’s unique academic needs. 

The success of school choice programs in 
Florida should be a lesson to us on the na-
tional level. It is only when parents are in-

volved in their child’s educational life that chil-
dren respond and flourish.
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TRIBUTE TO SALLY KANTER 

HON. ROBERT WEXLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

Mr. WEXLER. Mr. Speaker, last month I 
was truly saddened when I learned of the loss 
of one of South Florida’s truly great political 
leaders and activists, a mentor to many includ-
ing myself and a woman who helped shape 
politics in her community for the past several 
decades, Sally Kanter. 

It is an honor and privilege to have known 
Sally as a long-time friend and as a staunch 
political activist for more than 15 years. There 
was no one more dedicated than Sally to the 
struggle of upholding democratic ideals of up-
lifting the less fortunate, providing for a quality 
education for all children, protecting the envi-
ronment and a woman’s right to choose and 
fighting for the rights of Seniors. If there was 
a cause to champion, Sally was the first to join 
the fight and the last to give up no matter 
what the circumstance. 

It is not an exaggeration to say that a gen-
eration of democratic political leaders from 
West Palm Beach to Tallahassee to Wash-
ington would not be where they are today 
without Sally’s guidance, support and political 
acumen. I can recall numerous times when I 
sought out Sally’s advice on difficult issues or 
during troubling times. Sally was always there 
to provide poignant words of wisdom—her ad-
vice was readily available, honest and always 
to the point. 

As the President of the Golden Lakes 
Democratic Club, Sally was an inspiration to 
the entire community. Small of stature but big 
of heart, Sally was the quintessential leader—
leading by example with unrivaled passion and 
resoluteness. I marveled at Sally’s tenacity 
and determination to secure everyone from 
Presidential candidates, Governors, Senators 
and Members of Congress to appear before 
her club. She was fervent in her beliefs, stub-
born in her resolve and established a remark-
able legacy of improving the lives of others. In 
a day and age when people make too many 
promises, Sally’s word was as good as gold—
it was always ‘‘what can I do for you’’ and 
‘‘when do you need it done.’’ 

To Sally’s family, please know I mourn with 
you in your loss—a loss felt throughout South 
Florida. Today, I wish to remember Sally for 
her dedication to the extraordinary tradition of 
tikkun olam—betterment of the world—through 
her steadfast commitment to the community at 
large. While she is no longer with us, her life’s 
example forever remains.
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IN RECOGNITION OF DR. JOSEPH 
KORN 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 28, 2003

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a man whose professional life has 
been dedicated to finding a cause—and a 
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