E2094

Mike Brady bravely served our country in
the Vietnam War from 1962 to 1967 as a
Navy Machinist mate 3rd Class on the USS
Long Beach. Upon his return to New York, he
became an active member of the Vietnam Vet-
erans of America.

Mike Brady displayed an overwhelming con-
cern for children that showed through his
many actions. He was a co-founder of the
Smithtown Veterans Youth Program. This val-
uable program provides the youth of
Smithtown and the surrounding communities a
safe place to go every weeknight of their sum-
mer vacation to enjoy friendship and fun. This
program has been used as a nationwide
model by veteran’s organizations in an effort
to fight drugs and keep America’s youth drug-
free.

Mike also worked with children as a little
league coach. His patience and commitment
to children made a difference in the lives of so
many. The ancient saying that “it takes a vil-
lage to raise a child” was one that Mike un-
derstood and embraced.

Mike Brady is described by his family and
friends as a simple, caring person, who con-
stantly gave back to the community with his
service and dedication to every person he
met. These admirable characteristics led Mike
Brady to be honored as a recipient of the
Chapel of Four Chaplains Humanitarian
Award. He joins recipients such as Bob Hope
and Ronald Reagan who received the award
with the purpose of recognizing the service
that a veteran provides to their comniunity
above and beyond the call of duty.

Some people come into our lives and leave
without a trace. Some stay for awhile and re-
main close to our hearts. And we are never,
ever the same. Mike Brady has left his mark
on the Smithtown Community and he will be
missed.

————

HONORING RUSH ELEMENTARY ON
THEIR 50TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. RANDY NEUGEBAUER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Speaker, it gives
me great pleasure to rise today to celebrate
Rush Elementary th School in Lubbock,
Texas' 50th anniversary, which will occur on
October 24th. Rush Elementary has played an
intergral role in developin gand nurturing
young students in West Texas for half a cen-
tury. The faculty’s contributions to the lives of
young people have strengthened the founda-
tion of the community and continue to be an
invaluable resource.

The school strives to continue the spirit of
connnunity service that was characteristic of
George A. Rush, the school's namesake. Mr.
Rush was a pioneering citizen who helped lay
the foundation on which Lubbock was built.
Mr. Rush served on the first Lubbock City
Council and originally owned the 9.5 acres of
land where the school is now built. By empha-
sizing community outreach, the facility has fos-
tered in its students a spirit of serving others
with dedication. We have been especially for-
tunate in my home, that my wife, Dana, at-
tended Rush. Senate Majority Leader BILL
FRIST's wife Karyn, also benefited from attend-
ing Rush during her elementary years.
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Rush Elementary School was founded in
1953 and it only consisted of four classrooms
in two temporary buildings with combined
grade levels. The existing building opened on
December 19, 1957. Mrs. Maggie Hammer
served as the head teacher of the four teacher
staff. In 1959 twelve classrooms were added,
followed by a new gymnasium and an air-con-
ditioning system in 1989, as well as technical
upgrades to support a new computer system.
Rush currently enrolls 580 students.

Today, as we celebrate the 50th anniversary
of Rush Elementary School in Lubbock,
Texas, | thank them for their service to the
area. | am proud to join the citizens of Lub-
bock, and others who have benefited from the
elementary school, in extending my deepest
thanks and appreciation for all of their hard
work. Our community would not be the same
without the unparalleled contributions of the
school and its dedicated faculty and staff.

———

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE AND FOR THE RECON-
STRUCTION OF IRAQ AND AF-
GHANISTAN, 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. SILVESTRE REYES

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, October 17, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 3289) making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
defense and for the reconstruction of Iraq
and Afghanistan for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2004, and for other purposes.

Mr. REYES. Mr. Chairman, tomorrow we will
vote on spending 86.9 billion dollars of Amer-
ican taxpayers’ hard-earned money on our on-
going military operations and reconstruction in
Iraq and Afghanistan.

This massive request for supplemental
funds to pay for our activities in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan brings home—to the pocketbooks of
every American taxpayer—the cost of our in-
volvement in these countries.

If this bill passes tomorrow, we will have
spent a total of 175 billion dollars on Irag and
Afghanistan—38 billion dollars more than we
are spending for Federal health, education
and labor programs here at home. And 47 bil-
lion dollars more than we are spending for our
veterans, housing, economic development,
NASA, environmental protection and scientific
research here at home.

| am not going to argue about our activities
in Afghanistan—they are wholly appropriate
and necessary in order to dismantle the Al-
Qaeda terrorist network.

However, Iraq is different.

We have gotten ourselves into a situation in
Iraq that is both dangerous to our troops and
critically important to our worldwide leadership
duties and responsibilities. The situation is
now so serious that, to me, it is less important
that we arrived at this point by serious mis-
calculation, perhaps manipulation and half-
truths, than to understand that “failure is not
an option.”

We have the most professional, most dedi-
cated, best-trained and best-equipped military
in the world. It is absolutely necessary that we
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supply anything and everything to support and
ensure the safety and success of our troops.
They represent the best this country has to
offer, and their sacrifices should never be
taken lightly or for granted. As commander in
chief, the president committed them to this
war, and now we must provide them with all
the resources and support they need. | sup-
port every penny of this request that supports
our troops. And in addition to supporting them
this week, we must also remember to fully
support and fund the veterans programs that
they will rely on in the future.

The Administration is asking us to support a
request for reconstruction in Iraq of 18.6 billion
dollars that, according to Ambassador L. Paul
Bremer (administrator of the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority), is probably just the down
payment. Bremer has indicated that recon-
struction costs alone may top 60 to 70 billion
dollars.

This bill would provide 5.7 billion dollars to
rehabilitate Irag’'s electric power infrastructure.
In my district, which includes the city of El
Paso, and in other districts on the U.S.-Mexi-
can border, hundreds of thousands of our own
citizens don’t have electricity. Never mind that
a failure in our own power grid caused a huge
blackout in the Northeast recently, and that
Hurricane Isabel left hundreds of thousands in
the dark, while many of my colleagues were
told by Federal disaster relief agencies that
they don't have the funds to help.

Also included in this bill is 793 million dol-
lars for health care programs and upgrades to
hospitals and clinics. El Paso, a city of
700,000, is in desperate need of affordable
health services and is in the midst of a health
care crisis caused by severe budget cutbacks
at the State and Federal levels.

This bill includes 4.3 billion dollars to ex-
pand access to safe drinking water and im-
prove sanitation. Hundreds of thousands of
people along our Nation’s border don't have
safe drinking water or sanitation services. In
fact, nearly 5,000 households in the El Paso
area lack complete plumbing.

This supplemental includes another 500 mil-
lion dollars for transportation and tele-
communications projects in Irag. Meanwhile,
more than 10,000 households in the El Paso
area have no telephone service available for
their use.

Mr. Speaker, there are those in the Adminis-
tration who talk about our “responsibility” to
provide these services to rebuild Irag when we
along the border are constantly told there is
not enough money to assist in the develop-
ment of these services here at home. What
about the responsibility to our own citizens in
our own country?

This Administration comes to us and the
American people expecting to receive a blank
check with no questions asked. It seems to
think the tragedy of Sept. 11, 2001, can be
used to ramrod anything and everything. It
acts as though it is unpatriotic to ask for jus-
tification and accountability. Mr. Speaker, it is
not unpatriotic to ask for justification and ac-
countability for the taxpayers’ money—it is one
of the most patriotic actions a member of this
body can take.

The request for funds to rebuild Iraq is bun-
dled together in this bill with the money essen-
tial to support our troops. At the same time
that their sons and daughters are being
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wounded and killed in Irag, the American peo-
ple are being asked to pay the bill for pro-
grams and projects in lIrag that are des-
perately needed here.

| intend to support this flawed supplemental
request, but only because the safety of our
brave men and women in uniform depends on
it.

——

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING

AMERICA’S JEWISH COMMUNITY

ON ITS 350TH ANNIVERSARY,

AND SUPPORTING THE DESIGNA-

TION OF AMERICAN JEWISH HIS-

TORY MONTH

SPEECH OF

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 15, 2003

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 106, a
concurrent resolution that recognizes the
350th anniversary of Jewish life in the United
States. The resolution encourages all Ameri-
cans to celebrate September 2004 as Amer-
ican Jewish History Month.

| am proud to represent notable Jewish
American artists, musicians, doctors, spiritual
leaders, entrepreneurs, lawyers, inventors,
and authors that reside in South Florida. |
wish to celebrate and honor 350 years of Jew-
ish life in America with my Jewish friends,
and, through this resolution, commemorate
this landmark event with the Jewish commu-
nity nationwide.

Mr. Speaker, the success of the American
Jewish community is testament to the basic
American rights to liberty, opportunity, and in-
clusion. These men and women of Jewish de-
scent have substantially transformed the Na-
tion and its communities.

American Jewish culture has played a crit-
ical role in the multi-dimensional evolution of
this country. In part because of Judaism’s em-
phasis on social justice and in part because of
Jews’ experience as a marginalized minority,
Jews led many of the protest and social jus-
tice movements of the 1960s and 1970s. In
turn, Judaism continues to respond to
changes in American culture; feminism,
environmentalism, and other social move-
ments have influenced how many Jews prac-
tice their religion.

The story of Jews in America is also the
story of America itself. Thus, it is only fitting
that this Congress recognize the enormous
contributions of the American Jewish Commu-
nity to our Nation by designating an American
Jewish History Month.

——————

CONGRATULATING NED MCcGINLEY
FOR BEING HONORED AT THE
ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS
NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S DINNER

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to call the attention of the House of Rep-
resentatives to Ned McGinley of Wilkes-Barre,
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Pennsylvania who will be honored at the An-
cient Order of Hibernians National President’s
Dinner Saturday, October 25, 2003 at King's
College in Wilkes-Barre.

| am proud to say that Mr. McGinley is the
first National President of the Ancient Order of
Hibernians who is from Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. Mr. McGinley earned this honor through
his 25 years of leadership in the Ancient Order
of the Hibernians, where he has served on its
National Board as Director and National Orga-
nizer.

The Ancient Order of Hibernians is the old-
est and largest Irish-Catholic organization in
the United States. It was founded in New York
with its roots in Northeastern Pennsylvania
around 1836.

Mr. McGinley has proved that he is a strong
leader and is involved in a variety of activities
in the community. Mr. McGinley is a graduate
of Wilkes College in Wilkes-Barre and worked
as an educator there for over 30 years. He
created a Division Il wrestling program at
King's College and was inducted into the Divi-
sion Il Wrestling Hall of Fame.

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege and honor to
represent a man who has displayed a lifetime
leadership role in serving his community. | ask
that my colleagues pay tribute to Ned
McGinley as he receives this well deserved
honor.

———

HONORING FRANCES “FRANKIE”
BOCK FOR 28 YEARS OF VOL-
UNTEERISM

HON. JOHN P. MURTHA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. MURTHA. Mr. Speaker, | rise before my
colleagues today to honor a very special lady
from the 12th Congressional District of Penn-
sylvania, Frankie Bock. With her visionary
ideas and tireless work, she has touched the
lives of countless people with her compassion
and dedicated service to the terminally ill and
their families in Southwestern Pennsylvania.

Caring for others is not just a concept to
Frankie Bock; it has been a way of life for
over 60 years. With three younger siblings and
fragile parents who depended on her, 10-year-
old Frankie was indoctrinated into care giving
as a means of family survival. Eventually, as
a young mother of six children of her own,
Frankie somehow found time to become in-
volved with Cub Scouts and also began teach-
ing Sunday School at the First Lutheran
Church. She would continue teaching for 35
years, while also serving in the Church’s Be-
reavement Ministry. Volunteerism not only be-
came a way of life for her, but would lead her
to her true calling, hospice care.

In 1977, Frankie Bock saw a need and set
out to fill it. She joined forces with Dr. Earl
Shope, who had been providing hospice care
on his own, visiting patients at their homes to
comfort them. Together, they established Lau-
rel Highland Hospice of Pennsylvania. The
hospice movement worldwide was in its in-
fancy at the time, but it was a natural transi-
tion for Frankie. Laurel Highland Hospice was
the first rural hospice in the United States and
the first formal hospice in Pennsylvania. Its
name was changed to Windber Hospice after
it was given a home by the Windber Hospital.
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Frankie's calling was helping people when
they most needed it—at the end of their lives,
when they were suffering from pain and the
knowledge that there was no hope for a cure
for their illness. Their only hope was that
someone would care; that someone could
somehow ease the pain; that someone would
understand.

Many of us, too many of us, know the an-
guish of losing a friend or a loved one to a
fatal illness. To us, but moreover to those who
are ill and suffering, people like Frankie are
truly angels of mercy sent by God. From kind-
ness, compassion and companionship to man-
aging pain and sickness with needed medi-
cines, to helping families prepare both emo-
tionally and financially for what was to come,
Frankie saw the enormous need and made all
these things possible.

From its humble beginnings a generation
ago, the Windber Hospice Program has
reached impressive milestones. It has grown
enormously and now serves a large portion of
Southwestern Pennsylvania, to include six
counties. Its impact reaches much farther,
however. Because it inspired the establish-
ment of numerous similar programs, it serves
as a powerful example of just how much one
person can truly make a difference in the lives
of so many.

In 1981, the Windber Palliative Care Unit
was opened, a direct result of the establish-
ment of the hospice program Frankie and Earl
started. Its newest facility was just dedicated
in 2000. Presently, the program boasts 90 vol-
unteers serving in the Palliative Care Unit,
Home Care, Bereavement, and Pastoral Care.
No one is denied services due to the lack of
insurance or the inability to pay.

After more than 25 years and the recent
passing of her dear friend and hospice co-
founder Dr. Shope, Frankie continues to train
hospice volunteers and touch the lives of hun-
dreds of terminally ill patients, providing per-
sonal care to the dying and loving comfort to
their families. She also volunteers her “spare”
time to help further the cause of Children’s
Hospice International. Frankie and the volun-
teers at Windber Hospice hosted CHI's 14th
World Congress in Johnstown recently. It was
attended by 150 health care providers from
around the world.

Few would argue that Frankie sets the
standard for volunteerism and community
service. Her name is familiar to many families
in the area because so many of them at one
time or another have had a loved one in the
program. | felt her name should be heard here
in Congress as well, because she embodies
the best the American spirit has to offer.

Frankie, | cannot think of twenty-eight years
better spent. Thank you, Frankie, for your
amazing work on behalf of dying patients and
their families.

———

TRIBUTE TO GERALD LOSEY IN
APPRECIATION FOR HIS DEDI-
CATED SERVICE TO HIS COMMU-
NITY

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 20, 2003

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate and acknowledge Gerald Losey,
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