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Mr. Speaker, Hugh Errol Boston has
achieved his life ambition in establishing his
own business and has used his success to
give back to his community. As such, he is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition.
| hope that all of my colleagues will join me in
honoring this truly remarkable individual.

——

TRIBUTE TO OYSTER BILINGUAL
SCHOOL

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as the His-
panic Heritage Celebration—2003 draws to a
close, | rise to pay tribute to Oyster Bilingual
Elementary School, a pearl right here in the
Nation’s Capital. For over 30 years, Oyster
School has proudly served the Hispanic com-
munity in Washington, DC.

The Oyster School, named after former D.C.
Public Schools Superintendent, James F. Oys-
ter, first opened its doors in the 1920’s.

By 1970, the Oyster School was home to
many immigrant families from Central America
who began to settle in the Adams Morgan
neighborhood in the District of Columbia.

These new parents along with community
activists pushed for the creation of a bilingual
program, one that would best instruct their
children, whose first language was Spanish.

In the spring of 1971, the D.C. Public
School Board approved a two-way bilingual
program at the Oyster School. From the be-
ginning, the Oyster School program was a
partnership effort.

In addition to support from D.C. Public
Schools, Oyster Bilingual Elementary School
received Federal funding and a grant from the
Ford Foundation for teacher training, cur-
riculum development, and program evaluation.

As a result, a generation before the “No
Child Left Behind Act” weaved “scientifically-
based research” into the education lexicon,
Oyster School put into place a scientifically-
based model for teaching children to achieve
to high standards in two languages—Spanish
and English.

At the Oyster Bilingual Elementary School,
approximately half the students speak Spanish
as their first language and half the students
speak English.

Students come from diverse ethnic and
socio-economic groups. This year, 35 percent
of Oyster’s students are eligible for free or re-
duced-price lunch. All students are expected
to master the D.C. Public Schools content in
both languages. Oyster students measure up
and test well in both languages, consistently
placing Oyster Bilingual Elementary School in
the top ten of the over 100 elementary schools
in the District of Columbia.

The Oyster Bilingual Elementary School is a
model for the Nation. It has received numer-
ous accolades, including a citation for excel-
lence from the U.S. Department of Education
and an Exemplary School Award from the Na-
tional Association for Bilingual Education.

Perhaps a more significant measure of the
value of the Oyster Bilingual Elementary
School experience is the fact that until D.C.
Public Schools introduced a lottery system for
admission, hundreds of parents would camp
out for days in order to get a coveted “first
come, first serve” slot at the school.
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Oyster Bilingual Elementary School has fos-
tered a sense of community and shared val-
ues between the immigrant community and
the largely upper-middle class residents of the
Woodley Park neighborhood. When the school
faced closure in the early 1990’s because of
its dilapidated facilities, the community rallied
and formed the 21st century school fund.

Through this community-public-private part-
nership, the financing was made available to
build the first new school building in the Dis-
trict of Columbia in 20 years—a beautiful new
facility that will serve both the growing His-
panic community and the D.C. community at
large.

Oyster Bilingual Elementary School’s long-
term success is a product of community in-
volvement and public-private partnerships.

The school has produced many distin-
guished alumni who serve as role models and
continue to serve the Hispanic community in
our nation’s capital. Among them are:

Mirna Amaya, a child development specialist
who works at Mary's Center for Maternal and
Child Care in D.C;

Nathanial Beers, a doctor at Children’s Hos-
pital Medical Center;

Olga Artiga, a kindergarten teacher at Oys-
ter. Her sister Connie Artiga Oliver runs the
after-school care program at Oyster; and

Cecilia Arce, a library assistant and a parent
of three children at Oyster.

As Oyster Bilingual Elementary School be-
gins to serve a new generation of students |
commend it for staying true to its mission,
which states:

“We believe that native Spanish-speaking
children will learn to perform better in English
in an environment that respects their native
language and provides continued growth in
their native language. In addition, we believe
that the education of English speaking children
will be enriched by achieving competency in a
second language at an age when achieving
such competency is easiest.”

Mr. Speaker, the administration at Oyster
School is fulfilling this mission and | urge my
colleagues in Congress to commend them for
their efforts.

HONORING TAIWAN'S NATIONAL
DAY
HON. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. Mr.
speaker, | rise today to belatedly mark the oc-
casion of Taiwan’s National Day, October 10,
2003. It nonetheless gives me great pleasure
to report that Taiwan is a thriving democracy
that guarantees and protects essential human
rights of all its citizens.

Taiwan stands as a remarkable testament to
what humankind is capable of when freedom
and democracy combine to fuel the economic
engine. Even with only 23 million citizens, Tai-
wan remains one of Asia’s strongest economic
“tigers”. With the world’s 17th largest econ-
omy and the world’s 15th largest trade vol-
ume, Taiwan has made significant contribu-
tions to the global economy.

Mr. Speaker, Taiwan remains a critical U.S.
ally, and it is my hope that Taiwan will con-
tinue to serve as a beacon for freedom and
democracy throughout East Asia.
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Today | would like to extend my solidarity to
the 23 million freedom loving citizens of Tai-
wan and their democratically elected leader,
President Chen Shui-bian in commemoration
of Taiwan'’s recent National Day of celebration.

——

A TRIBUTE TO ROY KING
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Roy King for his dedication to his community
which has earned him the Thomas R. Fortune
Exemplary Service Award.

Roy was born in Georgia and at the age of
6 months he and his family moved to Far
Rockaway, NY, where he still resides.

Roy attended public elementary school and
junior high schools and graduated from Far
Rockaway High School. After high school, he
attended Queens Borough Community Col-
lege, receiving a degree in physical education.

As someone who loves to be around chil-
dren, Roy applied for a position in security and
was hired by the New York City Board of Edu-
cation where he worked for several years. In
1977, Roy was hired as a counselor for the
New York City Department of Social Serv-
ices—Youth Division where he still works as a
child care specialist at the Atlantic Diagnostic
Center.

Roy was introduced to the Unity Democratic
Club by J.J. Johnson, where he also is an ac-
tive member of the Men’s Council.

He has been a member of St. John Baptist
Church in Rockaway Beach, NY for over 20
years where Elder J.D. Williams is the Pastor.
He is a faithful member of the Usher Board
and the Men'’s Ministry.

With his wife Anne, Roy has a beautiful
home in Rockaway Beach, where they are
raising three girls and two grandchildren. All
his children and other children around him call
him “Pa Pa”. Roy feels blessed to have his
mother and five siblings living in the Far Rock-
away area as well.

Mr. Speaker, Roy King has shown that he is
committed to his community through both his
professional choices and participation in the
Unity Democratic Club. As such, he is more
than worthy of receiving our recognition. |
hope that all of my colleagues will join me in
honoring this truly remarkable individual.

———

URGING THE SAUDI AMBASSADOR
TO THE UNITED STATES TO
HELP RESOLVE A LONG STAND-
ING DISPUTE

HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to urge the Saudi Ambassador to the United
States to help resolve a long standing dispute
between another Saudi Prince—a cousin to
the Ambassador—and a resident in my home
state.

Nearly 20 years ago, Prince Abdul Aziz, son
of Prince Salman, the current Governor of Ri-
yadh, borrowed $1.7 million from Bob Burch in
Colorado.
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In 1991, an independent accounting study
confirmed the debt. Regrettably, after prom-
ising to honor the results of the study, Prince
Abdul Aziz never paid up.

Bob Burch had been a great friend to the
Royal family, supporting them through medical
and personal crises, college degrees and even
a plane crash.

This is a time of great challenge in the U.S.
relationship with Saudi Arabia. Never before
have we asked the Saudis to work so closely
with us to fight terrorism. It is in that spirit of
cooperation that | urge the Saudi Ambassador
to work to put this longtime dispute behind us.

——

INTRODUCING THE AFFORD-
ABILITY IN HIGHER EDUCATION
ACT OF 2003

HON. HOWARD P. “BUCK” McKEON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
voice my strong support for the Affordability in
Higher Education Act, legislation | authored to
address the college cost crisis that is facing
our Nation. This bill moves beyond the rhet-
oric, and offers real solutions that will hold col-
leges accountable and empower consumers
as we all work together to keep higher edu-
cation affordable.

For decades, the cost of higher education
has been rising dramatically. Tuition increases
have far outpaced increases in the rate of in-
flation and the growth in family incomes, and
these skyrocketing costs are having a dev-
astating impact on American students and
families. This is not a new problem. Over half
a decade ago | stood here and voiced these
same concerns. And several years before that,
Senator FRANK LAUTENBERG was leading a
similar charge to keep college affordable. Yet
in all that time, we have been unable to find
solutions, and the cost of college just keeps
going up.

According to the Advisory Committee on
Student Financial Assistance, cost factors are
preventing 48 percent of college-qualified low-
income students from attending a four-year in-
stitution, and 22 percent from having access
to any college at all. At the rate we are going,
by the end of the decade 2 million students
will lose out on the chance to achieve the
dream of a college education. This is unac-
ceptable, and | believe we can no longer
stand idly by while our Nation's students, the
future of our country, are being priced out of
the promise of higher education.

The Affordability in Higher Education Act is
simple in its purpose, but monumental in its
potential to help struggling students and fami-
lies. The bill proposes to empower the con-
sumers of higher education—students and
parents—with significant information on higher
education, and hold colleges and universities
accountable for the dramatic cost increases
that are hampering our Nation’s ability to
make the dream of higher education a reality
for needy students.

The bill establishes a “College Affordability
Index,” a standard measure by which the con-
sumers of higher education can understand
and compare tuition increases in real terms.
Using data already being reported by colleges
and universities, the U.S. Department of Edu-
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cation will make information about college
costs, including the College Affordability Index,
publicly available through a user friendly
website.

The bill provides colleges and universities
with ample time to meet the challenge of af-
fordability, and beginning in 2008, schools will
begin to be held accountable for their cost in-
creases. Using the College Affordability Index,
schools that increase their tuition and fees by
more than twice the rate of inflation over a
three year period will be required to provide
more information and undertake actions to im-
prove affordability.

| believe one of the most important factors
in addressing the college cost crisis is the
need to empower consumers. Parents and
students simply do not have access to ade-
quate information necessary to make informed
decisions in the higher education marketplace.
And as we empower consumers and encour-
age accountability, we must also embrace in-
novation.

That's why the Affordability in Higher Edu-
cation Act includes a demonstration program
that will encourage schools to look for innova-
tive strategies to hold down costs without sac-
rificing quality. The bill would grant waivers to
schools which apply and are chosen to partici-
pate—allowing these institutions to have the
freedom to find new ways to improve afford-
ability and ultimately, increase access.

The face of higher education has changed
significantly in recent years, and while college
costs are a formidable barrier, the fact is, to-
day’s students face other obstacles as they
work to reach their higher education goals.
One of the most needless and often frustrating
obstacles is an inability to transfer credits
among institutions.

Recent data from the Department of Edu-
cation tells us that over half of the nation's
postsecondary education students attend more
than one college or university. Yet many of
these students struggle to transfer their cred-
its, and as a result must retake coursework
which costs both time and money. The bill rec-
ognizes that students deserve to have free-
dom and flexibility, and would make it easier
for students to transfer credits. Let me be
clear—the bill does not mandate coursework,
nor does it require that particular credits be
accepted to or from particular institutions. It
simply makes it clear that credits cannot be
denied based solely on what organization ac-
credited the institution, so long as it is recog-
nized by the U.S. Secretary of Education.
Such territorial or political practices are harm-
ing students, and must not continue.

As colleges and universities strive to meet
the challenge of affordability, | also believe we
must also do our part at the Federal level to
make that possible. Schools often tell us that
they are burdened by voluminous and often
unnecessary regulations and paperwork re-
quirements. We must ease that burden by
eliminating such cumbersome requirements.
Last year, through the FED UP initiative, we
made great strides in reducing red tape and
eliminating unnecessary and costly regula-
tions. The bill I'm offering today will continue
that effort, and help institutions as they work
to increase affordability.

Taken together, the reforms in this bill will
make a real difference to the millions of stu-
dents and families who are counting on us.
The future of our Nation—today more than
ever—depends on our ability to educate our
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students. We cannot allow the continued ex-
plosion of college costs to go unchecked. The
time has come to find solutions, and today, |
believe we are taking a step in the right direc-
tion.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
supporting this important measure, Mr. Speak-
er; and | look forward to a higher education
system that is accessible to every single
American student who strives for it, regardless
of financial circumstances. Our students, and
our Nation, deserve nothing less.

———

TRIBUTE TO DUB RITER

HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 16, 2003

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a truly great American, great leader and
dear friend—A.W. “Dub” Riter of Tyler,
Texas—whose passing on September 23, was
mourned by friends and admirers from East
Texas to the White House. Dub was admired
and respected not only for his many civic con-
tributions and professional success but also
for his goodness, compassion and humility.
Dub truly cared about people and wanted to
make life better for everyone. He gave self-
lessly of his time, talent and financial backing
to countless civic, business and educational
causes locally, statewide and nationally, and
in doing so he sought to help others—not call
attention to himself.

Dub was my dear friend and advisor for
many years. He was a highly recognized and
successful banker, retiring from his 50-year
banking career as senior chairman of the
Board of NCNB in Tyler (how Bank of Amer-
ica) in 1988. Throughout his career and after
his retirement, he was tirelessly devoted to a
host of community and State activities and or-
ganizations.

Education was particularly important to Dub.
In 1997 Gov. George W. Bush appointed him
to serve as a member of the Board of Regents
of The University of Texas System for a six-
year term ending Feb. 1, 2003. Gov. Rick
Perry then asked him to extend his term
through the legislative session this year. He
was a vice chairman of the board and a mem-
ber of the Finance and Planning Committee,
Facilities Planning and Construction Com-
mittee and the Student, Faculty and Staff
Campus Life Committee. Dub was currently
serving as a member of the Governor’'s Select
Task Force on Public Education.

Dub and his wife, Betty Jo, also were de-
voted to The University of Texas at Tyler,
where Dub served as chairman of the devel-
opment board. Dr. Rodney Mabry, UT Tyler
President, said that Dub was the “heart and
soul” of the university the past several years.
Dub and Betty Jo donated a $1.35 million gift
to UT Tyler to create the Dub and B.J. Riter
Millennium Carillon Tower and Plaza and were
involved in many activities at the university.

Dub also served as chairman of the Univer-
sity of Texas Health Center at Tyler Develop-
ment Board and was a past president of the
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