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selflessly devoted himself in service to our na-
tion, his fellow trade union members, New 
York’s Irish-American community, and his fam-
ily and friends. 

A remarkable union leader, Jack Ryan 
served as the president of Local 74 of the 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
for almost 14 years. During that time, he in-
creased its membership ranks dramatically 
through a series of successful organizing cam-
paigns and mergers. Local 74’s membership 
now surpasses 14,000 members, of whom 
4,500 are employed in the custodial division of 
the New York City public schools. 

In 1959, Jack Ryan began his career of 
service to others by joining the U.S. Marine 
Corps after high school. He proudly served his 
country as a Marine for 4 years, and then re-
turned to New York, began working for the 
United Parcel Service in Albany, and com-
menced his career in the trade union move-
ment. In 1964, he was elected shop steward, 
representing more than 500 coworkers, and 
proudly held that position until 1980. During 
this time, Jack Ryan also served as elected 
trustee and a member of the Executive Board 
of Teamsters Local 294 in Albany, becoming 
the full-time business agent of Local 294 from 
1980 through 1983. 

After leaving the Teamsters, Jack Ryan be-
came an International Representative for 
SEIU. In recognition of his outstanding leader-
ship qualities, he was promoted to Regional 
Coordinator, and then named International 
Trustee for SEIU’s Local 74 by the Union’s 
International President, John Sweeney. Be-
cause he was so effective and respected as 
trustee, Jack Ryan was asked by Local 74’s 
Executive Board to run for its presidency. In 
June of 1990 he was elected president of 
Local 74 by an overwhelming majority. 

Because of his outstanding leadership abili-
ties, Jack Ryan was also elected to positions 
in both the SEIU and other prominent labor or-
ganizations. He serves on SEIU’s Executive 
Board, and has been elected Secretary of the 
SEIU New York State Services Council and 
Vice President of the New York City Central 
Labor Council. In 1991 he was elected a Vice 
President of New York State AFL–CIO and 1st 
Vice President of SEIU’s New Jersey State 
Service Council. 

Proud of his heritage, Jack Ryan has also 
been awarded numerous accolades and hon-
ors by New York’s Irish-American community. 
A member of the Irish American Labor Coali-
tion, he was named an honoree at its annual 
dinner in 1998. He also received the Pro Deo 
et Patria award from the New York City Board 
of Education Emerald Society in 1991, was 
honored by the Emerald Isle Immigration Cen-
ter, and served as Grand Marshal of the Glen 
Cove St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 1995. His 
achievements have also been recognized by 
Black Trade Unionists, the Jewish Labor Coa-
lition and the Greater New York Boy Scouts of 
America. 

Jack Ryan has always remained devoted to 
his family. He is the caring father of three 
wonderful children, Patrick and Meghan Ryan 
and Colleen Simmons; and the beloved grand-
father of five, Gregory and Alyssa Simmons, 
and Nathan, Jeremy, and Matthew Ryan. 

In recognition of his outstanding accomplish-
ments, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring Jack Ryan on the occasion of his retire-
ment. He will truly be missed.
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the great heroism of Mr. 
Gregg Froehner of Chester, New York, who 
courageously gave his life on the morning of 
September 11, 2001. The people of Gregg’s 
hometown of Wayne, New Jersey, gathered 
on Saturday, October 11, 2003, to dedicate 
Froehner Memorial Park as an eternal com-
memoration of Gregg’s lifetime commitment to 
serving others. 

Through his thoughts and actions on the 
fateful morning of September 11th, 2001, 
Gregg Froehner demonstrated his great love 
for mankind in the face of unthinkable terror 
and confusion. His selfless assistance to the 
men and women who were trapped in the 
North Tower, without any regard for his own 
danger, was an unforgettable manifestation of 
the unique strength and spirit that makes the 
people of America so special. It is only fitting 
that Gregg he honored for his unwavering 
commitment to others in this, the permanent 
record of the greatest freely elected body on 
earth. 

Born on March 22, 1955, Gregg Froehner 
and his family first moved to Wayne, New Jer-
sey when he was four years old. Growing up, 
Gregg took an active role in the community, 
volunteering as a Little League Coach, becom-
ing an Eagle Scout, and enlisting as an active 
member of Preakness Volunteer Fire Com-
pany No. 4. By 1978, Gregg had graduated 
from William Paterson University with a de-
gree in Public Administration, had been pro-
moted to the rank of Captain at the fire house, 
and was working full time as a dispatcher for 
the Wayne Police Department. The following 
year, Gregg was hired by the Port Authority of 
New York and New Jersey, thereby realizing 
his life-long dream of becoming a police offi-
cer. 

As an officer with the Port Authority, Gregg 
continually underwent specialized training, 
graduating from the New York City Police De-
partment Emergency Service Unit’s elite spe-
cialized training school, attending Army Chem-
ical Identification and NBC Warfare School, 
completing a counter-terrorism course in toxic 
bio-chemical agents, graduating from courses 
in hazardous materials and confined space 
rappelling, and attending rescue diver training. 
Gregg applied this training daily during his 21 
year career, receiving countless citations and 
awards for his rescues. 

What made Gregg Froehner such a special 
individual, however, was neither his training 
nor his frequent acts of heroism, but rather his 
capacity to give of himself to everyone he en-
countered. When called upon to assist others, 
Gregg was often the first one to respond, sac-
rificing rest and his personal time until the job 
was completed. Despite his gratitude for the 
many awards, commendations, and citations 
that Gregg received during his tenure at the 
Port Authority, he never let the praise of oth-
ers be the guiding force in his life. In fact, 
upon Gregg’s passing, his wife was aston-
ished to find a number of citations and medals 
that she had not been aware that Gregg had 
received. It was this sense of humility and 

compassion that led Gregg to be one of the 
first responders to the scene on that tragic 
morning in 2001. 

Arriving a mere six minutes after the first 
plane hit the North Tower on the morning of 
September 11th, Gregg Froehner led an 
Emergency Services Unit into the burning 
tower to rescue the private citizens who were 
still trapped inside. Without a moment’s hesi-
tation, he and his team rushed in and started 
making their way up through the building, floor 
by floor, ultimately reaching the 40th floor be-
fore the building collapsed. 

On a day when Americans everywhere were 
forced to witness the very worst that mankind 
had to offer, the actions of men such as 
Gregg served as a reminder of the compas-
sion that still existed in the world. To this day, 
foremost among the many unforgettable im-
ages that have been permanently inscribed in 
the minds of the American people are those of 
the courageous men and women who worked 
so valiantly to save the lives of others. The 
great sacrifice and love that was demonstrated 
by men and women such as Gregg Froehner 
has left an indelible mark on the lives of every 
American citizen, and will have a profound im-
pact on generations to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Gregg’s family and friends, and my-
self in recognizing the great compassion and 
bravery of Gregg Froehner.
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to discuss 
an issue of great importance to our children—
afterschool programs. The parents of more 
than 28 million school-age children work out-
side the home, and the Urban Institute esti-
mates that at least seven million and as many 
as 15 million ‘‘latchkey children’’ go to an 
empty house on any given afternoon. It is dur-
ing these after-school hours that children are 
more likely to be involved in crime, substance 
abuse, and teenage pregnancy. As a result, it 
is essential that we provide children with orga-
nized activities or programs to go to after-
school. 

To highlight the ongoing need for after-
school programs, the Afterschool Alliance—a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to ensuring 
that all children have access to after-school 
programs by 2010—has organized the fourth 
annual nationwide day of awareness for after-
school programs called Lights on Afterschool! 
This event is the only national event cele-
brating after-school programs and the impor-
tant role they play in the lives of children, fam-
ilies and communities. Sponsored by the 
JCPenney Afterschool Fund, with additional 
support provided by the C.S. Mott Foundation, 
Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, and the 
Open Society Institute, Lights on Afterschool! 
was launched in October 2000 with celebra-
tions in more than 1,200 communities nation-
wide. This year’s event will be its largest yet 
with over 5,000 communities organizing more 
than 6,000 events. These activities will take 
place at schools, 4–H clubs, YMCAs, church-
es, parking lots, on fair grounds, at shopping 
malls and State capitals. 
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In my own district, events will take place at 

the Eastchester After School Program, the 
Eastchester After School Youth Program 
(E.A.S.Y.), and the Yonkers School Age Child 
Care Alliance. I applaud these sites for open-
ing their doors to parents, neighbors, business 
leaders, and elected officials to showcase their 
programs. I also hope these visits will help 
build support for after school programs. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, not all working 
families and their children have access to after 
school programs and additional sites are des-
perately needed. In polling done by the After-
school Alliance, nearly two-thirds of respond-
ents reported difficulty in finding quality, afford-
able programs. In addition, a 31-State study of 
after-school funding found that 75 percent of 
2002 requests for Federal after-school support 
went unfunded because there was not enough 
money to go around. 

We must do more for families in need. After-
school programs are invaluable to local com-
munities—keeping our children safe and in-
volved in positive, enriching activities, helping 
working families, and improving academic 
achievement. With the power of united voices, 
and the continued support of organizations like 
the JCPenney Afterschool Fund, the After-
school Alliance, 4–H Afterschool, the 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers, Boys & 
Girls Clubs of America, the Inner-City Games 
Foundation, Junior Achievement and the 
YMCA of the USA, we can certainly reach our 
goal of after-school for all.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Grant Stanley, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 354, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Grant has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
nine years Grant has been involved with 
scouting, he has held numerous leadership 
positions, serving as Troop-Patrol Leader, Bu-
gler, Assistant Patrol Leader, and Troop 
Guide. Grant is also a Brave in the Tribe of 
Mic-o-Say. 

For his Eagle Scout project, Grant built a 
practice pitching mound at the A.J. Wilson 
Sports Complex in Kansas City North. This in-
volved negotiations with the head of the sports 
complex, obtaining donations of materials from 
several sources, drawing up the plans, mate-
rials list, project plan, soliciting leaders and 
boys to help, and supervising the construction. 
This mound will be used by many baseball 
teams during practices and games. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Grant Stanley for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to pay tribute to Public School 183, The 
School for Discovery, on the occasion of its 
centennial celebration. Located on the East 
Side of Manhattan in New York’s 14th Con-
gressional District, P.S. 183 is truly a micro-
cosm of the great city whose families it has 
served for one hundred years. It is one of the 
finest examples of academic success in an 
ethnically and religiously diverse atmosphere. 

P.S. 183 has a long tradition of offering its 
pupils a science-based curriculum, aptly earn-
ing it the nickname ‘‘The School for Dis-
covery’’. Along with its strong literacy and 
mathematics programs, P.S. 183 promotes 
vigorous interdisciplinary learning, making it 
one of the most highly regarded elementary 
schools in Manhattan. The success of its edu-
cational approach, teaching methods, and cur-
riculum has led New York City Schools Chan-
cellor Joel Klein to name P.S. 183 one of the 
highest performing schools in New York City, 
a fitting tribute during the school’s centennial 
year. 

P.S. 183 has worked cooperatively with 
community organizations to expand its ability 
to offer educational opportunities to students. 
The Vanderbilt Y helped it build a computer 
lab. Friends of St. Catherine’s Park offered its 
butterfly garden to help first graders learn 
about butterflies. The Manhattan School of 
Music offers violin instruction to older stu-
dents. Additionally, students are working with 
Rockefeller University to observe and record 
environmental changes on the grounds there. 

Beyond its tremendous academic success, 
P.S. 183 exposes its students to the cultural 
diversity that makes New York City a great 
metropolis. Nearly one out of every two stu-
dents at P.S. 183 is a member of an ethnic 
minority group. Half of its remarkably diverse 
student body speak a foreign language. With 
its nearly 600 pupils speaking 43 different lan-
guages and representing fully 86 different na-
tions, walking the hallways of P.S. 183 is a 
truly global experience, perhaps rivaled only 
by its neighbor a mile to the south, the United 
Nations. 

In honor of its 100th Anniversary, P.S. 183 
will be holding a series of interactive edu-
cational events and programs for its alumni, 
students and families. The programs include 
an historical walking tour of the neighborhood 
surrounding the school, ‘‘a living history’’ 
where an actress will re-enact a day in the life 
of a newly arrived immigrant to the neighbor-
hood in 1916, and a street fair with carnival 
rides and games. 

In recognition of Public School 183’s out-
standing educational contributions to its com-
munity, I ask that my colleagues join me in sa-
luting The School for Discovery on its 100th 
Anniversary.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to recognize the numerous contribu-
tions made by Rita Kay for the children of 
Long Island. A selfless and dedicated woman, 
Rita has spent more than 30 years working on 
a variety of children’s causes, and is well 
known for her intense involvement in Chil-
dren’s Medical Fund of New York (CMF). 

Rita was compelled to ease the plight of 
sick children because of a combination of per-
sonal tragedy and great joy. After suffering 
several miscarriages and the pain of a stillborn 
child, Rita and her husband Barry were 
blessed with the births of their two sons, Brian 
and Bradley. In a fervent desire to help sick 
children and their parents, Rita joined CMF, 
the fundraising component of Schneider Chil-
dren’s Hospital of the North Shore—Long Is-
land Jewish Health System. Through her 
many efforts, Rita has helped build the chil-
dren’s hospital into the 13th largest pediatric 
care center. 

Rita’s love for, and devotion to, children has 
been evidenced by the numerous events she 
has chaired and in which she has participated. 
Rita is best known for the longstanding rela-
tionship she has nurtured between Americana 
Manhasset shopping center and CMF, and the 
successful fashion luncheon sponsored by the 
Americana on behalf of CMF. The luncheon 
has helped CMF raise hundreds of thousands 
of dollars since its inception. 

Rita’s fundraising efforts have included an 
emphasis on corporate sponsorship. Under 
her leadership, Roslyn Savings Bank and 
Astoria Federal have become involved in 
CMF. Most recently, Rita cochaired CMF’s 
Wall Street Dinner Dance at Chelsea Piers, 
which raised an astronomical $4,000,000 for 
CMF and Schneider Children’s Hospital. 

Rita’s hard work is more incredible because 
of the number of other organizations in which 
she is involved. Rita supports and fundraises 
for Partner’s in Women’s Health, the Long Is-
land Cancer Campaign, the Ronald McDonald 
House, the Mental Health Association of Nas-
sau County, and the Nassau County Museum 
of Art. All of this, in addition to her full-time job 
as the Marketing Director for David Morse & 
Associates. 

Despite all of Rita’s volunteer efforts, her 
priority remains her family. Today, Rita is sur-
rounded not only by her husband Barry and 
their sons Brian and Bradley, but also her 
daughters-in-law Helaine and Caren, and her 
four grandchildren, Jesse, Logan, Dylan, and 
Zoe. They are incredibly proud of Rita for all 
of her hard work and accomplishments over 
the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Rita Kay for her dedi-
cation and devotion to the children of Long Is-
land.
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