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an award winning system that enables pa-
tients and their providers to receive simulta-
neous translation during exams through the
use of wireless technology.

As an active leader in the community,
Gouverneur hosted “Celebrate Better Hearing
and Speech Month” in May 2002. The event
raised public awareness and offered free
speech and language screenings to children
from a widely diverse community in their own
native languages. As a result of the collabora-
tion, many children were screened and ap-
proximately 75% were flagged for possible
speech and language difficulties.

In recognition of Gouverneur Healthcare
Services’ outstanding contributions to the com-
munity and their commitment to the quality of
life of the diverse New York City community,
| ask that my colleagues join me in saluting
Gouverneur Healthcare Services on the occa-
sion of their Annual Chinese New Year Cele-
bration.

——————

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT J. “BOB”
LEWIS

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that | rise to honor
Mr. Robert J. “Bob” Lewis, Deputy Executive
Director for Federal Relations of the National
Association of Water Companies (NAWC).
Bob retired January 10, 2003. Bob has had a
very distinguished career providing over 32
years of leadership and direction in govern-
ment and association service.

Bob has a Juris Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School and is a member
of the D.C. and Michigan Bar Associations.
Bob started his career in D.C. as a Legislative
Assistant for Senator Robert P. Griffin (R-MI).
He then went on to serve as a Staff Assistant
to President Nixon on the White House Do-
mestic Council; General Counsel of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission; partner at Ballard,
Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll; Vice President for
the Pharmaceutical Manufactures Association;
Senior Vice President for Federal Relations at
the Tobacco Institute and Vice President for
Public Affairs at the Generic Pharmaceutical
Industry Association. Bob and his wife, Mar-
garet, have two children and two grand-
children.

During his time at NAWC, Bob was respon-
sible for developing and implementing
NAWC's Federal government relations strat-
egy including both legislative and regulatory
activities. As a senior manager, Bob also saw
to the day-to-day operations of the associa-
tion. Bob's dedication to these duties was a
true asset to NAWC as well to those who
worked directly with him. His honesty, fairness
and integrity are of the highest caliber and, his
concern for others is genuine. Bob completes
his tenure at NAWC as the instrumental figure
in carrying out the strategies that led to many
important victories for the association and its
members.

Since my arrival in Washington, | have had
the privilege of working with Bob in developing
legislation that will help local water companies
continue to provide clean, affordable drinking
water. His effectiveness as an advocate on
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these issues is a true testament to his dedica-
tion and passion for his work. His profes-
sionalism will be missed, but his accomplish-
ments will remain.

Again, | would like to congratulate Bob on
his career accomplishments and wish him the
best of luck in his future endeavors.

———
IT IS TIME TO KEEP OUR PROMISE
TO FILIPINO VETERANS OF

WORLD WAR 11
HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, |
rise today to ask for the support of my col-
leagues for H.R. 664, “The Health Care for
Filipino World War 1l Veterans Act.”

Almost 60 years ago, President Franklin D.
Roosevelt drafted the soldiers of the Phil-
ippines into service in World War Il, because
the Philippine was a territory of the United
States at that time. Fighting side-by-side with
soldiers from the United States mainland, the
Filipino soldiers were instrumental in the suc-
cessful outcome of the war. However, shortly
after the war’s end in 1946, Congress passed
the Rescissions Act which took away prom-
ised benefits from many of the Filipino vet-
erans and declared that their service was
deemed not to be service in the military forces
of the United States.

We owe not only a debt of gratitude to
these brave veterans, but we owe them rec-
ognition as veterans of the United States mili-
tary. And we owe them the benefits they were
promised! Now in their 70s and 80s, they are
in desperate need of health care, and approxi-
mately five veterans are dying each day.

| have introduced, H.R. 664, with a number
of original co-sponsors from both parties, in-
cluding Congressmembers SIMMONS, EVANS,
CUNNINGHAM, PELOSI, ISSA, ROHRABACHER,
ABERCROMBIE, MILLENDER-MCDONALD, TIAHRT,
LOFGREN, AND SCOTT. This bill would provide
access to VA medical facilities for the Filipino
veterans who are now living in the United
States and would restore the designation of
veteran to these brave men.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Anthony
Principi, testified in a June 13, 2002 hearing
before the VA Health Subcommittee in support
of H.R. 4904, the version of this bill in the
107th session. The House of Representatives
passed these health care benefits on July 22,
2002 but they were unable to get passed by
the Senate before adjournment of last year's
session. Senator INOUYE has reintroduced a
similar bill in the 108th session in the Senate
(S. 68).

There is overwhelming support for H.R. 664.
We must quickly pass this bill to begin the
process of restoring benefits that are deserved
by the Filipino World War |l veterans.

———

IN MEMORY OF THE HON. FRED V.
SKOK

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. LaTOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, | recently
lost a dear friend and revered colleague, Lake
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County Probate Judge Fred V. Skok, who died
January 10 after a brief iliness.

Judge Skok left behind a beloved wife of 39
years, Linda; daughters Heidi Skok Thorp of
Glenmont, NY, and Gretchen Skok DiSanto of
Concord Township; sons-in-law James Thorp
and Dino DiSanto, and two grandsons, Harry
Thorp and Hugh Thorp. A daughter, Christine
Marie Skok, and his parents, Victor and Mary
(Shume) Skok, are deceased

Judge Skok was a legal legend in Lake
County. He was elected County Prosecutor in
1960 and Probate Court Judge in 1972. He
was set to retire this year after serving 30
years on the bench. He was a 1952 graduate
of Princeton University and earned his law de-
gree at the former Western Reserve University
Law School in Cleveland.

| consider myself blessed to have known
Judge Skok for many years, and | looked to
him as a mentor while | served as County
Prosecutor before coming to Congress. Judge
Skok was a quiet, scholarly man with a tre-
mendous wit and a voracious intellect. He was
revered in legal circles and doing the right
thing was second nature to him.

Judge Skok will also be remembered for his
great devotion to Lake Metroparks, and main-
taining the environmental beauty of Lake
County. As a 30-year resident of Concord
Township, few things brought more pride to
the judge than preserving the sprawling park
space by his home and throughout the county.

The passing of Judge Skok brought great
sadness to those who knew him. On behalf of
the 14th Congressional District of Ohio, |
share my heartfelt condolences with his family.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE
PANPAPHIAN ASSOCIATION OF
AMERICA

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to pay tribute to the Panpaphian Association
of America, Inc., on the occasion of the Fourth
Evagoras Pallikarides Award of Merit. An out-
standing organization established in 1987, the
Panpaphian Association has enriched its com-
munity through its promotion of the rich culture
of Cyprus.

Founded by a small group of Cypriot Ameri-
cans of Panpaphian ancestry, the Panpaphian
Association of America has grown consider-
ably in the past two decades. It has played a
significant role in educating others about Cy-
prus and it history, traditions, and customs.
The Panpaphian Association’s contributions to
the community include a choir and a soccer
team, as well as various educational lectures
on Paphian archaeological excavations and
their findings. Originally a small community or-
ganization, the Panpaphian Association pros-
pered remarkably and has developed into a
pillar of the Cypriot American community.

In addition to supporting Cyprus and in-
creasing awareness of Cypriot heritage, the
association is involved in motivating and aid-
ing its community in various ways. It promotes
and stresses the importance of education
through its annual academic excellence
awards. Further, the association has made a
major effort in fundraising for those who re-
quire medical attention, and it has made help-
ful donations to Paphos Hospital.
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In 1999, the Panpaphian Association estab-
lished the Evagoras Pallikarides award, hon-
oring the memory of Pallikarides, a Cypriot
hero who was killed in 1956 while fighting for
his country’s freedom. Dennis C. Droushiotis,
the Trade Commissioner of the Republic of
Cyprus, has been selected as the honored re-
cipient of the 2003 Evagoras Pallikarides
Award of Merit.

Among his many accomplishments are the
establishment of the first Cyprus Trade Center
in the United States and the implementation of
many successful exports and investments pro-
grams, leading to the exponential growth of
Cypriot exports to the U.S. The Trade Center’s
bilateral initiatives were a crucial factor in the
United States becoming the main exporter to
Cyprus and the growth of two-way trade.

Mr. Droushiotis is also the founding member
of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber of Commerce, in-
augurated in 1998 by President Glafcos
Clerides and Minister Nicos Rolandis. He has
served as a delegate to the World Trade Or-
ganization, the United Nation 33rd and 37th
General Assembly Sessions, and other such
prestigious gatherings. His many civic involve-
ments include work with the European Travel
Commission, the Cyprus Olympic Committee,
and the Cyprus Children’s Fund.

Throughout his life, Mr. Droushiotis has
been committed to the cause of justice, peace,
and prosperity for Cyprus. He has been hon-
ored by the Cyprus Chamber of Commerce,
and in 2000, he received the Ellis Island
Medal of Honor for his work in international
trade. As an individual who has contributed
greatly not only to his nation but to both the
Cypriot and Cypriot American communities, he
is truly worthy of the Evagoras Pallikarides
Award.

The organization has also chosen Charles
Socrates as 2003 Member of the Year. Mr.
Socrates, who originates from a small village
in Cyprus, immigrated to the United States
and, despite limited resources, developed a
successful career while establishing an exten-
sive network of family and friends. The
Panpaphian Association honors Mr. Socrates
today for his hard work and pride in his eth-
nicity.

In recognition of the Panpaphian Associa-
tion of America’s many contributions for the
Cypriot American community, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in saluting this organization
and all of tonight's honorees on the fourth an-
niversary of their annual Evagoras Pallikarides
Award of Merit.

TRIBUTE TO LINUS TRUJILLO

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride that | rise today to honor Linus Trujillo of
Pueblo, Colorado for the selfless act of cour-
age he displayed on November 8, 2002. Linus’
quick actions, along with the efforts of other
students from Centennial High School, helped
Edith Lichtenberg to safety after flames en-
gulfed her home.

On November 8, 2002, billowing smoke one
block from Centennial High School prompted a
group of students—Prince Speights, Clint
Albrecht, Nick Pino, Kathy Ortiz, Linus Trujillo,
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and Taylor Proctor—into action. Driving toward
the smoke, the group quickly discovered the
bushes and trees in 86-year-old Edith
Lichtenberg’'s yard ablaze and used a cell
phone to contact emergency dispatchers. The
flames rapidly spread to the house and the
group moved swiftly to make sure no one was
in the home. With the fire engulfing the front
of the house, the students jumped the locked
fence around the backyard to warn anyone
who might still be inside. Noticing the back
door open and seeing Ms. Lichtenberg still in-
side, they caught her attention and guided her
outside away from the flames. Linus coura-
geously assisted in getting Ms. Lichtenberg
out of the house, and the group moved her to
safety.

The youths maintained their composure dur-
ing a time of adversity and conducted them-
selves in a fashion that has brought honor to
themselves, their families, their school, and
the entire community of Pueblo. It is always
heartening to see young Americans meet such
an extraordinary circumstance successfully.
Courage like theirs strengthens and protects
our communities everyday.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to rise today and
recognize the heroic efforts of Linus Trujillo
before this body of Congress and this nation.
Linus’ quick actions, coupled with those of his
fellow students, prevented a terrible fire from
ending in great tragedy. Their selfless actions
are an inspiration to us all, and it is an honor
to represent such an outstanding group of
Americans in this Congress.

———

HONORING TONYA MITCHELL: A
HEROIC PUBLIC SERVANT

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor one of Florida’s heroes, Tonya Mitchell.
Tonya Mitchell, a valiant public servant, was
abducted on January 31, 2003, while driving a
mail truck across northwest Miami-Dade
County. Tonya Mitchell, extraordinarily com-
posed, drove throughout Miami North-Dade
and Broward Counties at gunpoint while doz-
ens of patrol cars and news choppers fol-
lowed. For five terrifying hours, including a
two-hour standoff, Tonya Mitchell, unlike most
people facing a life or death situation, main-
tained a remarkably calm demeanor until she
was finally released to safety.

Tonya Mitchell, a 32—year-old mother of two
from Miramar, Florida, is an example of true
courage. The target of a very dangerous situa-
tion, she overcame fear and convinced her ab-
ductor, after the two-hour standoff, not to com-
mit suicide. Because of her committed faith,
she persuaded a man who put her life in
grave danger to turn himself in to the authori-
ties. Tonya Mitchell, a deeply religious woman,
is not only a survivor, but a model of bravery.

United States postal employees have a visi-
ble presence in our community. My district,
and districts across our country, function more
effectively because of their invaluable work.
Tonya Mitchell is a three-year veteran of the
postal service who often fills in on her col-
league’s routes. She is a devotee to her com-
munity and as seen through last week's expe-
rience, a devotee to human kind. Mr. Speaker,
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the South Florida community is very proud of
Tonya Mitchell. Clearly seen through the dedi-
cation she has in her work and through her
extraordinarily bold composure, she is truly a
hero and a role model to us all.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | regret
that | missed roll call votes 18 and 19 on Feb-
ruary 5, 2003. 1 was on my way to attend the
funeral for a family member who passed away
earlier in the week. Had | been present, |
would have voted “no” on the Motion to Re-
commit H.J. Res. 18 and voted “yes” on H.
Res. 51, expressing the House of Representa-
tives condolences to the families and crew of
the Space Shuttle Columbia.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO CITRUS
GIRL SCOUT TROOP 378

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the Heart
of Florida Girl Scout Troop 378 in Citrus
County, Florida for their service to the Com-
munity and to the people of my district.

The troop recently learned about the impor-
tance of voting and about the functions of
American government as part of the ‘I-Count’
Voter Education program and each Troop
Member participating in the program received
a patch upon completion.

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, those in the
Girl Scout program measure their accomplish-
ments and award merit based on the number
of patches they accumulate. As part of earning
this patch, the girls studied intently and lis-
tened to a speech | gave about the impor-
tance of voting—and how one vote can be the
deciding factor in some instances.

It was when | spoke to the girls and had the
chance to meet them and hear about all they'd
done in the community that | realized the tre-
mendous amount of work they'd done and
their intense dedication to the Girls Scout pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, let me briefly mention just a
few of the things this group of girls has done
throughout their years of involvement with this
program.

As Daisies the girls learned to do crafts and
learned the Girl Scout promise. They went on
campouts, marched in parades and sang at
Surry Place Nursing home.

As Brownies, the troop went to nursing
homes to sing, volunteered at various events
and continued to appear in local parades.

As Juniors, they collected old, unused cell
phones to benefit battered women, helped at
the local “Relay for Life,” which benefits the
American Cancer Society, and presented the
local volunteer firefighters with cookies to
thank them for their work in the community.

Now that the girls are Cadets they are still
collecting cell phones and will be continuing
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