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those in need. Seeds are inexpensive and 
with a little tender loving care they become 
a nourishing gift beyond compare. 

Schaller said MANNA is also grateful for 
more informal donations of fresh vegetables, 
preferably between 8 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. week-
days. So, if your garden is producing more 
than you can possibly preserve, consider a 
donation to MANNA. 

You’ll have the joy of imagining, as John-
son does, the pleasure your gift will bring. 

[From New Horizons, Nov./Dec. 2002] 
T.C. ROBERSON HIGH SCHOOL FUTURE 

FARMERS OF AMERICA 
Here in Asheville, a city of 60,000 people in 

the hills of western North Carolina, the 
MANNA Food Bank feeds people in need 
across a 19-county area. They do their best 
to keep food moving to soup kitchens, the el-
derly, child daycare centers for families with 
low incomes and anywhere else where people 
have trouble putting food on the table. 

A few years ago, Lonnie Johnson, the 
Roberson FFA Chapter advisor, heard about 
MANNA’s ‘‘Plant a Row for the Hungry’’ pro-
gram, where local citizens donate a portion 
of their garden vegetables to the food bank. 

Johnson recognized the opportunity and 
pounced on it. ‘‘There are people in our com-
munity who have needs, and if we can help 
meet those needs, then there’s a lot of learn-
ing that can go on.’’ Johnson says. 

BREAKING GROUND 
Roberson FFA members quickly latched 

onto the project. For many, it’s a hands-on 
component for horticulture class. For others, 
it’s afterschool volunteerism. 

Jacob Laughter, a junior who currently 
serves as FFA chapter president, has been at 
Roberson High since the project began. ‘‘I 
got to break ground for the beginning of our 
garden with our new Troy-Bilt tiller. I was 
also part of the seeding process, where we 
dug small holes to plant our seeds.’’

Senior Jenny Stove, the FFA chapter sec-
retary, is just glad she has the opportunity 
to be involved. ‘‘I think I love to work in the 
garden more than all else,’’ she says. ‘‘Be-
hind our greenhouse, we have corn that 
grows mile-high, spinach that the local rab-
bits eat, onions, collard greens cucumbers 
and zucchini.’’

It’s fresh vegetables like these that are 
considered delicacies at the food bank, where 
most of the food distributed is packaged in 
cans and boxes. ‘‘People really get excited 
when they get fresh produce,’’ Johnson says. 

While this modest, one-third of an acre 
garden isn’t breaking any records for size, 
everything from the garden is donated to the 
food bank. So far, the small parcel of ground 
has yielded hundreds of pounds of vegetables, 
and counting.

Deborah Stines, a junior, likes the harvest 
best. ‘‘I enjoy working in the garden because 
I like to pick the vegetables and be able to 
say to myself, ‘Hey, I planted this, and it 
grew!’ ’’ When the time for harvest arrives, 
the FFA crew loads and drives the procedure 
to MANNA’s loading dock, where workers 
eight the load and give the students a re-
ceipt. 

IN THE NEWS 
The chapter’s efforts haven’t gone unno-

ticed. Editors at the Asheville Citizen-Times 
caught wind of the FFA chapter’s project in 
July. In a lengthy editorial, they had this to 
say: ‘‘Kudos to Johnson and his students, 
who have pointed the way for other schools.’’ 
After this appeared in the newspaper, the 
phone in the agriculture shop started ring-
ing. 

As a result of the editorial, people from the 
school and the community called and wanted 
to visit the garden. ‘‘It just perked them up 

and made them feel good,’’ Johnson says. 
Soon thereafter, a local television station 
and the school’s own televised news program 
quickly picked up the story. 

While these FFA members appreciate the 
positive publicity their FFA chapter his re-
ceived, they realize something more impor-
tant is happening. Their gardening project 
has built public awareness of hunger—a 
move that will put Asheville, and the world, 
a few steps closer to making sure everyone 
has enough food to eat. 

IN THEIR OWN WORDS 
Krystal Dorsey, a sophomore, didn’t have 

any community service experience a couple 
of years ago. ‘‘After working on this 
project,’’ she says, ‘‘I started to realize how 
important it is to do things for others, as 
well as how awesome it feels.’’

Jessica Stouder, a junior, echoes those sen-
timents: ‘‘It makes me glad to see that if 
students are working like this to help a 
cause here in little Asheville, then think of 
the big difference we could make all over the 
country.’’
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TRIBUTE TO NICK PINO 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I rise today to honor Nick Pino of 
Pueblo, Colorado for the selfless act of cour-
age he displayed on November 8, 2002. 
Nick’s quick actions, along with the efforts of 
other students from Centennial High School, 
helped Edith Lichtenberg to safety after flames 
engulfed her home. 

On November 8, 2002, billowing smoke one 
block from Centennial High School prompted a 
group of students—Prince Speights, Clint 
Albrecht, Nick Pino, Kathy Ortiz, Linus Trujillo, 
and Taylor Proctor—into action. Driving toward 
the smoke, the group quickly discovered the 
bushes and trees in 86-year-old Edith 
Lichtenberg’s yard ablaze and used a cell 
phone to contact emergency dispatchers. The 
flames rapidly spread to the house and the 
group moved swiftly to make sure no one was 
in the home. With the fire engulfing the front 
of the house, the students jumped the locked 
fence around the backyard to warn anyone 
who might still be inside. Noticing the back 
door open and seeing Ms. Lichtenberg still in-
side, they caught her attention and guided her 
outside away from the flames. Nick coura-
geously assisted in getting Ms. Lichtenberg 
out of the house, and the group moved her to 
safety. 

The youths maintained their composure dur-
ing a time of adversity and conducted them-
selves in a fashion that has brought honor to 
themselves, their families, their school, and 
the entire community of Pueblo. It is always 
heartening to see young Americans meet such 
an extraordinary circumstance successfully. 
Courage like theirs strengthens and protects 
our communities everyday. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to rise today and 
recognize the heroic efforts of Nick Pino be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. 
Nick’s quick actions, coupled with those of his 
fellow students, prevented a terrible fire from 
ending in great tragedy. Their selfless actions 
are an inspiration to us all, and it is an honor 
to represent such an outstanding group of 
Americans in this Congress.

IN RECOGNITION OF GOUVERNEUR 
HEALTHCARE SERVICES 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to pay tribute to Gouverneur Healthcare Serv-
ices, on the occasion of their Annual Chinese 
New Year Celebration. Founded in 1885, 
Gouverneur Healthcare Services has a rich 
and lengthy history of providing innovative 
healthcare services for New Yorkers and their 
families. 

In 1885, Gouverneur made history by be-
coming America’s first public hospital to estab-
lish a tuberculosis clinic. As a pioneer in 
healthcare, it was also the first institution to 
employ a female physician on its ambulance 
service as well as the first to set up day camp 
on a boat for undernourished adults and chil-
dren. A century later, Gouverneur established 
Project HELP, the first psychiatric mobile crisis 
unit for homeless, mentally ill individuals. 
These are just a few examples of 
Gouverneur’s ability to create innovative pro-
grams to fulfill the needs of our community. 

Gouverneur’s 210 bed Nursing Facility has 
provided outstanding skilled nursing and reha-
bilitation care for over a quarter of a century. 
Care is provided in an ethnically and culturally 
sensitive manner, with special programs for 
Chinese and Hispanics. In addition, 
Gouverneur’s ambulatory care facility, with 
over 300,000 visits in FY 1998, is one of the 
city’s busiest. Among Gouverneur’s many no-
table services is the Diagnostic and Treatment 
Center, which is the largest in New York 
State, providing more than 300,000 visits each 
year. The center focuses on maintaining pa-
tient wellness through a wide range of out-
patient diagnostic and healthcare services in-
cluding general medicine, pediatrics, gyne-
cology, obstetrics, HIV care, behavioral health, 
dentistry, podiatry, dermatology and an eye 
clinic. 

Gouverneur aims to reach all members of 
the culturally and ethnically rich Manhattan 
community. Special programs include the 
Asian Bicultural Unit, which provides psy-
chiatric services for members of the Asian 
community, and the Roberto Clemente Center 
and the Sylvia Del Villard Continuing Day 
Treatment Program, which offer mental health 
programs designed to suit the needs of the 
Latino community. 

Gouverneur’s attentive concern and dedica-
tion to a multi-cultural patient population have 
made it a leader in providing services to non-
English speaking patients. Gouverneur’s staff 
is multilingual and is devoted to meeting each 
patients’ individual needs. For example, 
Gouverneur’s nursing facility provides Chi-
nese, English and Spanish menus, with an 
emphasis on individual food preferences. 

Gouverneur’s multicultural services depart-
ment works diligently to ensure that each and 
every patient feels comfortable while his or her 
healthcare needs are addressed. The depart-
ment has members and volunteers that pro-
vide interpreting services in various lan-
guages, and printed materials are available in 
English, Chinese and Spanish throughout the 
facility. Gouverneur has also piloted TEMIS, 
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an award winning system that enables pa-
tients and their providers to receive simulta-
neous translation during exams through the 
use of wireless technology. 

As an active leader in the community, 
Gouverneur hosted ‘‘Celebrate Better Hearing 
and Speech Month’’ in May 2002. The event 
raised public awareness and offered free 
speech and language screenings to children 
from a widely diverse community in their own 
native languages. As a result of the collabora-
tion, many children were screened and ap-
proximately 75% were flagged for possible 
speech and language difficulties. 

In recognition of Gouverneur Healthcare 
Services’ outstanding contributions to the com-
munity and their commitment to the quality of 
life of the diverse New York City community, 
I ask that my colleagues join me in saluting 
Gouverneur Healthcare Services on the occa-
sion of their Annual Chinese New Year Cele-
bration.

f 

TRIBUTE TO MR. ROBERT J. ‘‘BOB’’ 
LEWIS 

HON. GARY G. MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. GARY MILLER of California. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that I rise to honor 
Mr. Robert J. ‘‘Bob’’ Lewis, Deputy Executive 
Director for Federal Relations of the National 
Association of Water Companies (NAWC). 
Bob retired January 10, 2003. Bob has had a 
very distinguished career providing over 32 
years of leadership and direction in govern-
ment and association service. 

Bob has a Juris Doctorate from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Law School and is a member 
of the D.C. and Michigan Bar Associations. 
Bob started his career in D.C. as a Legislative 
Assistant for Senator Robert P. Griffin (R–MI). 
He then went on to serve as a Staff Assistant 
to President Nixon on the White House Do-
mestic Council; General Counsel of the Fed-
eral Trade Commission; partner at Ballard, 
Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll; Vice President for 
the Pharmaceutical Manufactures Association; 
Senior Vice President for Federal Relations at 
the Tobacco Institute and Vice President for 
Public Affairs at the Generic Pharmaceutical 
Industry Association. Bob and his wife, Mar-
garet, have two children and two grand-
children. 

During his time at NAWC, Bob was respon-
sible for developing and implementing 
NAWC’s Federal government relations strat-
egy including both legislative and regulatory 
activities. As a senior manager, Bob also saw 
to the day-to-day operations of the associa-
tion. Bob’s dedication to these duties was a 
true asset to NAWC as well to those who 
worked directly with him. His honesty, fairness 
and integrity are of the highest caliber and, his 
concern for others is genuine. Bob completes 
his tenure at NAWC as the instrumental figure 
in carrying out the strategies that led to many 
important victories for the association and its 
members. 

Since my arrival in Washington, I have had 
the privilege of working with Bob in developing 
legislation that will help local water companies 
continue to provide clean, affordable drinking 
water. His effectiveness as an advocate on 

these issues is a true testament to his dedica-
tion and passion for his work. His profes-
sionalism will be missed, but his accomplish-
ments will remain. 

Again, I would like to congratulate Bob on 
his career accomplishments and wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors.

f 

IT IS TIME TO KEEP OUR PROMISE 
TO FILIPINO VETERANS OF 
WORLD WAR II 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker and colleagues, I 
rise today to ask for the support of my col-
leagues for H.R. 664, ‘‘The Health Care for 
Filipino World War II Veterans Act.’’ 

Almost 60 years ago, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt drafted the soldiers of the Phil-
ippines into service in World War II, because 
the Philippine was a territory of the United 
States at that time. Fighting side-by-side with 
soldiers from the United States mainland, the 
Filipino soldiers were instrumental in the suc-
cessful outcome of the war. However, shortly 
after the war’s end in 1946, Congress passed 
the Rescissions Act which took away prom-
ised benefits from many of the Filipino vet-
erans and declared that their service was 
deemed not to be service in the military forces 
of the United States. 

We owe not only a debt of gratitude to 
these brave veterans, but we owe them rec-
ognition as veterans of the United States mili-
tary. And we owe them the benefits they were 
promised! Now in their 70s and 80s, they are 
in desperate need of health care, and approxi-
mately five veterans are dying each day. 

I have introduced, H.R. 664, with a number 
of original co-sponsors from both parties, in-
cluding Congressmembers SIMMONS, EVANS, 
CUNNINGHAM, PELOSI, ISSA, ROHRABACHER, 
ABERCROMBIE, MILLENDER-MCDONALD, TIAHRT, 
LOFGREN, AND SCOTT. This bill would provide 
access to VA medical facilities for the Filipino 
veterans who are now living in the United 
States and would restore the designation of 
veteran to these brave men. 

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs, Anthony 
Principi, testified in a June 13, 2002 hearing 
before the VA Health Subcommittee in support 
of H.R. 4904, the version of this bill in the 
107th session. The House of Representatives 
passed these health care benefits on July 22, 
2002 but they were unable to get passed by 
the Senate before adjournment of last year’s 
session. Senator INOUYE has reintroduced a 
similar bill in the 108th session in the Senate 
(S. 68). 

There is overwhelming support for H.R. 664. 
We must quickly pass this bill to begin the 
process of restoring benefits that are deserved 
by the Filipino World War II veterans.

f 

IN MEMORY OF THE HON. FRED V. 
SKOK 

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mr. LaTOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I recently 
lost a dear friend and revered colleague, Lake 

County Probate Judge Fred V. Skok, who died 
January 10 after a brief illness. 

Judge Skok left behind a beloved wife of 39 
years, Linda; daughters Heidi Skok Thorp of 
Glenmont, NY, and Gretchen Skok DiSanto of 
Concord Township; sons-in-law James Thorp 
and Dino DiSanto, and two grandsons, Harry 
Thorp and Hugh Thorp. A daughter, Christine 
Marie Skok, and his parents, Victor and Mary 
(Shume) Skok, are deceased 

Judge Skok was a legal legend in Lake 
County. He was elected County Prosecutor in 
1960 and Probate Court Judge in 1972. He 
was set to retire this year after serving 30 
years on the bench. He was a 1952 graduate 
of Princeton University and earned his law de-
gree at the former Western Reserve University 
Law School in Cleveland. 

I consider myself blessed to have known 
Judge Skok for many years, and I looked to 
him as a mentor while I served as County 
Prosecutor before coming to Congress. Judge 
Skok was a quiet, scholarly man with a tre-
mendous wit and a voracious intellect. He was 
revered in legal circles and doing the right 
thing was second nature to him. 

Judge Skok will also be remembered for his 
great devotion to Lake Metroparks, and main-
taining the environmental beauty of Lake 
County. As a 30–year resident of Concord 
Township, few things brought more pride to 
the judge than preserving the sprawling park 
space by his home and throughout the county. 

The passing of Judge Skok brought great 
sadness to those who knew him. On behalf of 
the 14th Congressional District of Ohio, I 
share my heartfelt condolences with his family.

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
PANPAPHIAN ASSOCIATION OF 
AMERICA 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 11, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to pay tribute to the Panpaphian Association 
of America, Inc., on the occasion of the Fourth 
Evagoras Pallikarides Award of Merit. An out-
standing organization established in 1987, the 
Panpaphian Association has enriched its com-
munity through its promotion of the rich culture 
of Cyprus. 

Founded by a small group of Cypriot Ameri-
cans of Panpaphian ancestry, the Panpaphian 
Association of America has grown consider-
ably in the past two decades. It has played a 
significant role in educating others about Cy-
prus and it history, traditions, and customs. 
The Panpaphian Association’s contributions to 
the community include a choir and a soccer 
team, as well as various educational lectures 
on Paphian archaeological excavations and 
their findings. Originally a small community or-
ganization, the Panpaphian Association pros-
pered remarkably and has developed into a 
pillar of the Cypriot American community. 

In addition to supporting Cyprus and in-
creasing awareness of Cypriot heritage, the 
association is involved in motivating and aid-
ing its community in various ways. It promotes 
and stresses the importance of education 
through its annual academic excellence 
awards. Further, the association has made a 
major effort in fundraising for those who re-
quire medical attention, and it has made help-
ful donations to Paphos Hospital. 
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