NCR\FM\A020C8.004

E1954

proportionality in sentencing and the con-
cept of an independent judiciary.

Ashcroft’s Machiavellian attacks on funda-
mental liberties under the pretext of com-
batting international terrorism are a be-
trayal of his oath to uphold the Constitu-
tion. President Bush should jerk Ashcroft’s
leash. Failing that, the judiciary committees
of Congress should.

——————

RECOGNIZING JOSE-LUIS OROZCO
FOR HIS COMMITMENT TO BILIN-
GUAL EDUCATION

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to José-Luis Orozco, whose commit-
ment to bilingual education is being honored
by the National Hispanic Caucus and the Na-
tional Association for Bilingual Education
(NABE) in Washington D.C.

Throughout the last quarter century, José-
Luis Orozco has established himself as one of
the premier bilingual educators in the United
States. His accomplishments and hard work
as an author, songwriter, performer and re-
cording artist in the field of bilingual education
will be recognized and commemorated in our
nation’s capital today.

Born in Mexico City, José-Luis Orozco dis-
covered his love of music at a young age
under the influence of his paternal grand-
mother. At age 8, he joined the Mexico City
Boys Choir, traveling to 32 countries where he
gained the cultural knowledge he shares with
children through his wonderful books and
songs.

At age 19, Orozco immigrated to California
where he gained a bachelors degree at the
University of California, Berkeley and a Mas-
ters in Multicultural Education from the Univer-
sity of San Francisco.

Originally a teacher, José-Luis Orozco found
his true passion in sharing with children the
songs and rhymes he picked up on his world
travels.

Over his more than 30 year career as an
author, songwriter, performer and recording
artist, José-Luis Orozco has shared his work
with millions of children throughout the coun-
try. He has recorded 13 volumes of Lirica
Infantil, Latin American children’s music, and
written two award winning books, Diez Deditos
(Ten Little Fingers) and De Colores and other
Latin American Folk Songs for Children.
These works have become an essential teach-
ing tool used in tens of thousands of multi-
lingual classrooms across the country.

José-Luis Orozco’'s determination to enrich
the lives of children has made him a true leg-
end in multilingual education. The world will
forever remember José-Luis Orozco as the
educator who has and will continue to make
learning fun for millions of children through the
medium of music.
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to honor and pay
tribute to a leader in the volunteer fire services
community, Louis A. Rickards, of Lewes, Dela-
ware. A tireless advocate, Mr. Rickards was a
dedicated leader within the fire community.
Tragically, on February 3, 2002, Louis
Rickards passed away. This Sunday, October
5, 2003, Mr. Rickards’ admirable life will be
honored as part of the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Memorial in Emmitsburg, Maryland.

Not surprisingly at the time of his death,
Louis was on his way to a Delmarva Volunteer
Fireman's Association Executive Meeting in
Virginia, a lasting example of the dedication
Louis gave to the firefighting community
throughout his 39 years of service. His level of
devotion to the community is exceptional
among individuals, and his record of service is
exemplary.

Louis began his career with the Lewes Vol-
unteer Fire Company at age sixteen as a vol-
unteer firefighter, then rising in the ranks to
serve as Fire Chief for seven years, and as
the Company’s President for thirteen terms
until his death in 2002. His passion for the fire
services extended beyond the walls of the fire
house, and he shared this with others as the
primary author of a book published on the
100th year anniversary of the Lewes Volunteer
Fire Company. Louis further demonstrated his
commitment to public safety as a member of
the Delaware State police, retiring after 25
years of service.

This Sunday, Louis Rickards’ accomplish-
ments, along with those of 104 additional fall-
en firefighters will be memorialized at the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial, and their
names will be added to the roll of fallen he-
roes. His commitment to public service has
earned him a place in our Nation’s fire serv-
ices’ history, and he remains in our memories
as an example for those who wish to dedicate
their lives to the safety of others.

———————

THANKING SUPPORTERS OF THE
RAVENSWOOD LINE REHABILITA-
TION

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my appreciation to the members of
the Transportation Appropriations Committee
for their leadership in support of the rehabilita-
tion and expansion of Chicago’s Ravenswood
Elevated Line.

Built more than a century ago, the
Ravenswood Line, known by Chicagoans as
the “Brown Line,” is one of the City’s fabled
elevated trains and serves as a vital link be-
tween the area that I'm proud to represent—
the northwest side—and downtown. Along the
way, it winds through some of Chicago’s his-
toric neighborhoods: Ravenswood, North Cen-
ter, Wrigleyville, Lakeview, Lincoln Park, and
of course, the Loop.
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With more than 60,000 commuters each
day, ridership has increased approximately 73
percent since 1979. In the past year alone, the
number of riders has increased by 10 percent,
the highest rate of growth anywhere in the
Chicago Transit Authority’s (CTA) rail trans-
portation system.

Because of the Brown Line’'s age, it can
only accommodate six-car trains, and not the
eight-car trains used elsewhere on the CTA
system. Thus, the Ravenswood Line is not
able to handle the growing demand. In fact, it
is not unusual for commuters to wait several
full trains before being able to board a train in
the morning rush hour. Clearly, the Brown
Line renovation is necessary to keep pace
with the rapidly growing demand for mass
transit services in Chicago.

For these reasons, since arriving in Con-
gress | have worked closely with the City of
Chicago, CTA, and U.S. Department of Trans-
portation to ensure that the Brown Line revital-
ization received the support it needed to con-
tinue. | was also pleased to appear before the
Transportation Appropriations Subcommittee
to discuss why expanding the line is so impor-
tant to ensure the safety of Chicago com-
muters and to improve its efficiency.

| am pleased that both Committees agree
that the Brown Line rehabilitation is a critically
necessary and worthwhile project. It was in-
cluded in the original Transportation Equity Act
for the 21st Century (TEA-21), and | am
hopeful that it will be included in the upcoming
bill to reauthorize TEA-21. On behalf of Chi-
cago’s riders, | am deeply grateful that the
members of the Appropriations Committee in-
cluded this project in the Fiscal Year 2004
Transportation-Treasury Bill passed two weeks
ago by this body. Because of this support, the
Ravenswood Line rehabilitation project will be
able to stay on schedule, benefiting my dis-
trict, and indeed the entire City of Chicago.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to personally thank
all the members who supported this project
crucial to lllinois’ Fifth Congressional District,
particularly Speaker Hastert and Congressman
Lipinski for their assistance, hard work and
unyielding commitment to the project. Further,
I look forward to working with them in support
of this project as the bill moves into con-
ference and onto the President’s desk for sig-
nature.

REMEMBERING ARIE TAYLOR

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, Colo-
rado is poorer this week because of the death
of Arie Taylor. As the Denver Post accurately
stated in a recent editorial, Ms. Taylor—the
first Africa-American woman to serve in our
Legislature—was one of the truly great figures
in Colorado politics. An outspoken champion
of equality and opportunity, Ms. Taylor exem-
plified the tradition of collegiality that was once
the hallmark of Colorado’s political debates. A
role model for many Coloradans, Ms. Taylor
also should be an example of how we as leg-
islators and public figures should conduct our-
selves.

The complete editorial from the Denver Post
follows:
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ARIE TAYLOR 1927-2003, ROLE MODEL FOR ALL

Colorado politics lost one of its truly great
figures with the death Saturday of Arie Tay-
lor, the first African-American woman elect-
ed to the legislature.

Like many of Denver’s African- Americans,
Taylor moved to Colorado after serving in
the military. The Ohio native served as a
staff sergeant in the Women’s Air Force from
1951 to 1955. Although she never had been sta-
tioned in Denver, she had heard favorable
things about the city from an Air Force col-
league and moved here in 1958. About two-
thirds of her family eventually followed her
from Cleveland.

Taylor, who studied at Miami University
of Ohio and Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity, ran an accounting business for many
years and also held jobs with the city.

A fervent champion of minority and wom-
en’s rights, Taylor, 76, was beloved on both
sides of the aisle.

A passionate warrior on behalf of causes in
which she believed, Taylor was good
humored and gregarious, and she genuinely
enjoyed what she did.

Taylor represented House District 7 from
1972 until 1984 and won a reputation as an
outspoken advocate for African-Americans,
women, the poor, the elderly and other
groups of people who were disadvantaged.

During the 1968 Democratic National Con-
vention in Chicago, she castigated Southern
delegations for being all white and was de-
scribed by a Chicago paper as a ‘“‘large, fierce
black woman.”

Taylor never shied away from that descrip-
tion. Indeed, when U.S. Rep. Scott Mclnnis
arrived at the Colorado Capitol after being
elected to the state legislature two decades
ago, his 2-year-old son said, ‘“‘Papa, now
there’s a big, fat black woman’ within Tay-
lor’s earshot. The mortified Mclnnis pro-
ceeded to lecture the boy.

Toward the end of the day, Taylor re-
counted the story to the chamber, and asked
the speaker of the House for an official re-
buke ‘‘against Rep. Scott Mclnnis,” noting
that “‘his son took one look at me and called
me a big, fat black woman. . . . He shouldn’t
lecture his son for telling the truth. The fact
is, | am a big, fat black woman.”

It’s worth noting that when Taylor served
in the legislature, there was a collegiality
among lawmakers that transcended party
lines. People who fought over issues tooth
and nail on the floor nonetheless were good
friends in private life, a tradition that sadly
seems to have been supplanted in recent
years by a take-no-prisoners mentality more
suited to professional wrestling than good
government.

““She was involved in many controversies,”
recalled Omar Blair, the first black president
of the Denver school board. ““She was a role
model for a lot of young people and even a
few old people like myself.”

Today, Coloradans of all colors have cause
to mourn the loss of the businesswoman and
lawmaker with the floppy hats and a heart
bigger than the Great Plains.

————

INDEPENDENCE OF THE REPUBLIC
OF CYPRUS

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 43rd anniversary of the Inde-
pendence of the Republic of Cyprus.

After 80 years of British colonial rule, Cy-
prus became an independent Republic on Oc-
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tober 1, 1960. Despite a history filled with dis-
appointment and tragedy, the people of Cy-
prus remain committed to the core principles
enshrined in their Constitution as well as the
basic rights and freedoms for all people of Cy-
prus—Greek Cypriots, Turkish Cypriots and
Cypriots from all ethnic and religious commu-
nities.

In recent years there have been significant
advances in US-Cyprus relations and in rela-
tions between Cyprus and members of the Eu-
ropean Union. Having signed the Accession
Treaty to the European Union on April 16,
2003, Cyprus should be joining the EU in May
of next year.

However, EU laws and financial benefits will
apply only to the southern Greek Cypriot part
of the island, which is the internationally rec-
ognized state. Unfortunately, the celebration of
this historic event, as well as the anniversary
of the independence of Cyprus, is clouded by
the fact that 37 percent of the Republic’s terri-
tory continues to be illegally occupied by Turk-
ish military forces in violation of UN Security
Council resolutions and international law.

The government of Cyprus is to be com-
mended for its continued efforts to seek a
peaceful solution to the nearly thirty-year-old
Turkish occupation. I'm proud that the United
States has repeatedly supported international
efforts, including dozens of United Nations’
resolutions, to resolve this dispute. The inter-
national community clearly is in agreement
that reunification underline any future settle-
ment. A “two-state” solution that would make
the division permanent would not only give
credence to an illegal invasion and the forced
displacement of over 200,000 Greek Cypriots,
it would be inconsistent with Cyprus’s history
and constitution.

I'm proud to state that | am a cosponsor of
H. Res. 320. This legislation supports the re-
moval of Turkish occupation troops from the
Republic of Cyprus and expresses strong sup-
port for the European Parliament to do the
same.

Mr. Speaker, Cyprus is to be congratulated
for its 43rd anniversary and for its relentless
pursuit of peace. However, until reunification is
complete, the people of Cyprus will be unable
to truly celebrate their independence.

CONCURRENT RECEIPT
HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker Congress should fully fund concur-
rent receipt this session. It's the right thing to
do. We owe it to the soldiers, airmen, sailors
and marines, who have served as a source of
great pride in our Nation, to fully fund the re-
tirement that they have earned without penal-
izing them because they are also disabled.
For every dollar given in disability pay, a dollar
is taken out of retirement pay. That is wrong.

Time and time again, our veterans’ needs
are being ignored. Not only do America’s vet-
erans face this issue of concurrent receipt, but
VA still needs $1.8 billion to bring the fiscal
year 2004 appropriation to the level set forth
by the Budget Resolution. Where are our pri-
orities?

Right now, there are 140,000 Americans
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. Now,
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more than ever, Congress needs to take ac-
tion and fully fund concurrent receipt. We must
promise this generation of servicemembers
that they will be entitled to a full retirement for
a career spent in the military. Today’s soldier
is tomorrow’'s veteran. We must show today’s
soldier that we will take care of him tomorrow.

Last year, the Bush Administration threat-
ened to veto any bill that contained concurrent
receipt. The Administration forced Congress to
compromise and our veterans paid the cost.
Conferees provided for a special compensa-
tion for 35,000 veterans who could prove that
they had a combat-related disability that made
them eligible for this special pay. Compen-
sating just 35,000 veterans, out of over
500,000 veterans affected, is absolutely unac-
ceptable! Now is the time for us to correct the
national embarrassment caused by the care-
less treatment of America’s veterans.

Any proposal that leads one to believe that
it is furthering last year’s authorizing of special
compensation, by limiting receipt of special
compensation to injuries or illnesses incurred
while undertaking official military duties only, is
a sham! This plan would fundamentally alter
eligibility requirements for disability compensa-
tion. A proposal such as this could also affect
VA health care and vocational rehabilitation
because these services are based on service-
connected disability status. | urge Congress to
reject any proposal that amends Title 38’s def-
inition of service-connection.

The Administration will argue that there is a
cost barrier to fully funding concurrent receipt.
This argument shows where the Administra-
tion’s priorities are misplaced. If we can come
up with another $87 billion for the war in Iraq,
then we can surely find the money to bring our
Nation’s military retirees on par with the rest of
federal employees. About $21 billion of the
$87 billion is to rebuild the Iraqi infrastructure.
If we can come up with $21 billion to build
schools and hospitals in Irag, then we cer-
tainly can come up with the money to fully
fund concurrent receipt for the men and
women who fought so bravely on behalf of this
great Nation.

| ask that Congress fully fund concurrent re-
ceipt this Session. | further ask that VA be
given the $1.8 billion it needs so that we can
show our veterans that we respect the sac-
rifices they made on our behalf. We need to
stop talking the talk and start walking the walk.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS, MARTIN J.
*HOOT” MCINERNEY

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 2, 2003

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to congratu-
late Martin J. “Hoot” Mclnerney, who will re-
ceive the 2003 Goodfellow of the Year Award
at the 14th Annual Tribute Breakfast on Fri-
day, October 3, 2003 sponsored by the Old
Newsboys' Goodfellows Fund of Detroit.

The prestigious award is presented to distin-
guished and noteworthy people who have con-
tributed significantly to the community. “Hoot”
Mclnerney richly deserves this honor.

Mr. Mclnerney is a successful car dealer
and philanthropist. He is involved in a number
of organizations and charities that reflect his
commitment to helping people. He is a found-
er of the St. Joseph Mercy Men of Mercy, the
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