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a man can do or where he can go if he
doesn’t mind who gets the credit.” Last year,
the Robert W. Woodruff Foundation, Inc. in At-
lanta, Georgia, donated more than $106 mil-
lion to aid schools, health care, art and cul-
tural activities and the conservation of natural
resources.

In my state, The Blue Foundation for a
Healthy Florida, the philanthropic arm of Blue
Cross and Blue Shield of Florida, serves to
positively impact Florida’'s many different
health care challenges. This includes a focus
on the uninsured and underserved. The Blue
Foundation provides aid to charities across the
state that provide outreach and care to the un-
derserved and uninsured population, as well
as address other pressing health care needs.

This nation was founded on a principle of
helping hands, charity, volunteerism, and the
free flow of aid and comfort to fellow Ameri-
cans. The grace of giving where one wants to
is one of our precious liberties. Foundations
touch the lives of every American—from ac-
cess to public libraries, development of the
polio vaccine, and even leading in the creation
of Emergency 911. Let us encourage this and
let charitable works thrive.

————

IN APPRECIATION FOR A
LIFETIME OF DEDICATION

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
thank an outstanding and dedicated con-
stituent of mine who is retiring after a lifetime
of caring for our nation's most beautiful
places.

Roger Giddings is a 42-year veteran of fed-
eral service who began his career in 1960 as
a seasonal park ranger for Glacier National
Park in Montana and Everglades National
Park in Florida. Giddings landed his first per-
manent National Parks Service assignment as
a supervisory park guide at Carlsbad Caverns
National Park in New Mexico. He has worked
at Colonial National Historic Park in Virginia,
Natchez Trace Parkway in Mississippi, the
NPS Headquarters in Washington, DC, and
Grand Canyon National Park in Arizona before
becoming superintendent of Hot Springs Na-
tional Park in Arkansas in 1981.

His work in Arkansas has resulted in preser-
vation and restoration of our national treasure,
our bathhouses. In the late 1980's he helped
to establish the Friends of Fordyce group that
worked to get the Fordyce Bathhouse rehabili-
tated into the Park’s Visitor Center. For this ef-
fort, the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion awarded the park it's highest honor, the
Historic Preservation Honor Award.

Giddings’s greatest challenge was to save
and restore the unique and historic Bathhouse
Row in Hot Springs, where an essential sta-
bilization project is already underway. When
he arrived at Hot Springs National Park, he
set to work not only to revitalize the bath-
houses, but all of downtown Hot Springs as
well. The results of his efforts can be seen by
all who come to visit, and his work has en-
sured that many more will visit Hot Springs
National Park in the future.

On behalf of all who have visited, enjoyed,
and shared the beauty of our National Parks,
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| want to thank Roger Giddings for his per-
sistent efforts not only at Hot Springs National
Park, but also at some of the most amazing
places in our great nation.

———

OPPOSING THE EPA’S FINAL NEW
SOURCE REVIEW RULE

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong opposition to the EPA’s recent decision
to gut the Clean Air Act—Ilandmark legislation
that protects the public from deadly air toxins.

With one swift blow the Bush Administration
has rolled back three decades of environ-
mental protection by allowing some 20,000 of
the oldest and dirtiest power plants, oil refin-
eries, incinerators, chemical plants and indus-
trial facilities that were exempted from the
Clean Air Act to avoid installing the newest
and best available pollution control tech-
nologies when they upgrade and modernize
their facilities. It is a reckless act that will
shower thousands of additional tons of smog
and soot from dirty Midwest power plants onto
the people and communities of New Jersey,
endangering the public health most severely in
densely-populated urban areas—such as
those in my district—that already suffer the ill-
effects of downwind industrial pollution.

The New Source Review program had been
the linchpin of our nation’'s clean air laws.
Since the late 1980’s—during successive Re-
publican and Democratic Administrations—the
EPA and the Department of Justice teamed up
to investigate and sue polluters who refused to
install “best-available” pollution control tech-
nologies when they modernized their plants
and increased emissions.

Some 540 “grandfathered” coal-fired power
plants nationwide cause 98 percent of the soot
emissions that lead to 30,000 premature
deaths and 170,000 asthma attacks each
year. Through the new source review process,
DOJ has filed suit against 53 of these plants
that are in violation of the Clean Air Act. Five
of the 53 admitted wrongdoing and settled
with the federal government—settlements that
will result in 393,000 less tons of sulfur diox-
ide, 175,000 less tons of nitrogen dioxide, and
10.7 million less tons of carbon dioxide being
released into the air we breathe each year.
Despite this success, in issuing this new rule,
the Administration has cast doubt on the
pending cases while announcing that it will no
longer pursue those polluters who have bro-
ken the law for years.

As a downwind state, New Jersey suffers
disproportionately from power plants that
refuse to clean up their act. New Jersey is hit
by increased emissions in the form of acid rain
and increased respiratory disorders. In fact,
because of these out-of-state polluters, New
Jersey has the worst air pollution and the sixth
highest rate of asthma in the nation. The soci-
etal and economic costs of air pollution come
in the form of missed school and work days,
more emergency room visits, more heart at-
tacks and strokes.

Unfortunately, this Administration has turned
a blind eye to environmental science, the writ-
ten comments of over 300,000 Americans who
opposed the New Source Review rule, and the
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enforcement successes of the NSR program
in favor of its corporate polluter friends. This is
a travesty. And at the same time that the Ad-
ministration is rewriting the Clean Air Act, it
has set about dismantling the EPA’s criminal
enforcement division. The President’s current
EPA budget proposal would eliminate 126
EPA enforcement positions over the last three
years—a 60 percent decline in civil enforce-
ment and compliance monitoring. Further, a
recent GAO report stated that EPA relied
heavily on anecdotal evidence to build a case
for the New Source Review rule—something
Jeffrey Holmstead, Assistant EPA Adminis-
trator for Air and Radiation, all but admitted in
newspaper reports when he stated that the
EPA “wished it had better data.” This perhaps
explains why EPA tried to catch the American
people off guard by signing the final rule two
days before the traditional Labor Day holiday
when many Americans were enjoying their last
few days of summer rest with their families.

Mr. Speaker, | share the view of countless
Americans and over 350 newspapers nation-
wide in calling the Bush Administration’s ac-
tions an outrage and a devastating blow to
public health. | urge all my colleagues in Con-
gress—Republican and Democrat—to dis-
approve this rule and come together to craft
new legislation that sets tough new standards
for the dangerous toxic pollutants that will now
cloud our air.

———————

TRIBUTE TO TONY AUTORE IN
RECOGNITION OF FOUR DECADES
OF EXEMPLARY COMMUNITY
SERVICE

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the dedication and achievements of
a constituent of mine who is a true asset to
his community, Tony Autore.

On Friday, September 26, 2003, the Chip-
pewa-Luce-Mackinac Community Action Agen-
cy Head Start Program Center in Cedarville,
Michigan will be designated the Autore Center,
in recognition of Tony’'s many years of devo-
tion to the important work of that agency.

To understand Tony's deep roots in the
eastern Upper Peninsula of Michigan, you
have to go back to the beginning, when Tony
was born in Sault Ste. Marie and went through
Catholic elementary school and public high
school there. He married Ethel Duff in 1949,
and over the years they have been blessed
with three sons, two daughters and seven
grandchildren. Tony also served in the U.S.
Army from 1952 through 1954.

Before entering military service, Tony began
his career as an employee of the local branch
of Standard Oil Company. After coming home
from the Army, Tony moved to Cedarville,
Michigan and with Ethel purchased Standard
Oil's delivery route for oil and propane for the
Cedarville/Hessel area. Moving to Cedarville,
where they still reside, they began developing
the community and business relationships that
continue today as a testament to their place in
the community.

Tony and Ethel both devoted themselves to
building a reputation for customer service that
survives today. One of their first innovations
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was automatic delivery of propane fuel and oil
for their customers, to avoid the problem of
customers running out of heating and cooking
fuel because they forgot to order it. That may
sound academic today, but it was a new idea
at the time Autore Oil began the program. The
business today represents a family tradition of
customer  service, with children Beth
McConkey and Steve and Scott Autore active
in the business. Even though Ethel is sup-
posed to be retired, you will often find her at
the Autore Oil offices as well, providing her in-
dispensable assistance.

Tony began his community service early,
and it would be hard to find another person
who has contributed more to Cedarville, the
eastern Upper Peninsula and to Michigan. He
established Cedarville Boy Scout Troop 40
and served on the board of the Les Cheneaux
Education Foundation which helped students
to pursue extracurricular interests in the arts,
music, woodworking or other activities that
kept them motivated, learning and moving for-
ward educationally.

Tony has served on the Mackinac County
Planning Commission, the Mackinac County
Housing Commission, and Mackinac County
Economic Development Corporation. He is a
member and past president of the Cedarville
Lions Club. He belongs to the Knights of Co-
lumbus, the Christopher Columbus Association
and served with the Clark Township Volunteer
Fire Department. As a member of the Les
Cheneaux Chamber of Commerce, Tony was
instrumental in hosting Michigan Outdoor Writ-
ers winter and summer conventions that
brought the attention of far flung readers to
the eastern Upper Peninsula’s attractions.

Perhaps Tony’'s crowning achievement is
what he has done to foster the health and
growth of the Chippewa-Luce-Mackinac Com-
munity Action Agency, headquartered in Sault
Ste. Marie. Tony served on its board of direc-
tors for 18 years and has been treasurer of
the board since 1989. He has always been
willing to step in when needed, most recently
as Vice Chair when that position was tempo-
rarily vacant.

The best example of Tony’s hands-on, ‘can-
do’ attitude is how he helped start a food com-
modity delivery program for the C—L-M Com-
munity Action Agency. His trucks and drivers
traveled three counties for at least seven
years to deliver food through the federal TSAP
program to as many as twenty different dis-
tribution sites, free of charge, until funding
came through for a paid driver and vehicle. He
assisted the Agency in developing the Head
Start Center which will bear his name after
September 26th. Because of his work in the
community, he was able to secure the use of
the Cedarville Town Hall for senior meals,
where they still are served today.

Over the years, the Community Action Di-
rector and staff have come to rely not just on
Tony’s capacity for hard work, but also on his
sage counsel and advice—not a small benefit
for an agency with a five and a half million an-
nual budget.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my col-
leagues join me in giving a well-deserved and
heartfelt round of congratulations to a real
Michigander, a devoted family man and a
shining example of service to his community,
which needless to say, contains many friends
and admirers of Tony Autore.
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READMIT TAIWAN TO THE UNITED
NATIONS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, as the United
Nations General Assembly convenes for its
58th session this week, | remind my col-
leagues that the Republic of China on Tai-
wan—a free and open democratic society and
a leading trade partner of the U.S.—is still
being denied membership to that world body.
It is time for the U.N. to readmit Taiwan.

Taiwan not only has a thriving democracy
and prosperous economy, but its 23 million
people make it larger than three quarters of
the existing member states of the U.N. It is
hard to conceive of any good reason to con-
tinue denying such a worthy country admis-
sion to this vitally important world body.

There exists now, and has existed before,
examples of parallel representation of the
countries in the U.N. | speak now of East and
West Germany which both held memberships
in the U.N. until their reunification in 1990.
Today both the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea and the Republic of Korea are mem-
bers of the United Nations.

Taiwan is not only a free and open democ-
racy, a bulwark for human rights and an im-
portant player in our global economy, but it is
a good neighbor to countries in need around
the world. Time and time again, Taiwan has
heeded calls by the U.N. and others for emer-
gency assistance to countries suddenly fallen
victims to natural disasters or war. Among oth-
ers, it has assisted Afghanistan, Kosovo, Tur-
key, Nicaragua, El Salvador, the fight against
aids in Africa, and the current relief needs of
Iraq.

The 23 million people of this country—who
have demonstrated in nearly every way imag-
inable that they are responsible citizens of the
world—deserve a voice at the U.N.

———

IN SUPPORT OF REAUTHORIZA-
TION OF TEA 21 AND H.R. 1789,
THE AMERICAN PARITY ACT

HON. NICK J. RAHALL, Il

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
call once again for reauthorization of the
Transportation Equity Act of the 21st Century
(TEA 21), which will expire in just over one
week.

Today, the House considers a five-month
extension to TEA 21. But it ought to be pass-
ing a meaningful surface transportation bill
that will address measurable needs in our in-
frastructure, provide desperately needed jobs,
and bolster our economy.

Several weeks ago, the American Society of
Civil Engineers (ASCE) said that we are failing
to maintain even the substandard conditions of
our transportation infrastructure. It described
our national roads system as “poor,” and our
national bridges and transit systems as “medi-
ocre.” For my home state of West Virginia, the
ASCE report said more than a third of state
roads are in poor or mediocre condition, and
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one-fifth of the state’s bridges are deficient or
functionally obsolete.

This should not come as a surprise to any-
one. The United States is in need of infra-
structure reinvestment. The Federal Highway
Administration, the General Accounting Office,
and industry trade groups have clearly com-
municated the shortcomings in our Nation’s in-
frastructure since last year.

Almost 30 percent of our bridges are struc-
turally or functionally deficient, and half our
interstate bridges are over 33 years old.

Of the 102,859 bridges that are part of our
Strategic Highway Network, which the Depart-
ment of Defense would use to mobilize
against global and domestic threats, over
20,000 of them are rated as deficient.

Twenty-four percent of both our Urban Bus
and Urban Rail maintenance facilities are sub-
standard.

Highway congestion in cities with less than
500,000 in population experienced an increase
of 217 percent in the years 1987 to 2000. It
is worth noting that most of America resides in
cities with less than 500,000 in population.

Traffic delays in rush hour traffic increase
travel times by 63 percent in urban areas.

Estimates place the loss of productivity and
motor fuel at $68 billion currently, and it is ex-
pected to near $100 billion by 2009.

Importantly, the FHWA has also noted the
benefits of economic investment in our infra-
structure. Every $1 billion we invest in our
highways creates 47,500 good-paying jobs at
a time when unemployment levels remain un-
steady, and it provides $6.1 billion of eco-
nomic activity in return, which would help re-
store our uneven economy.

Mr. Speaker, the FHWA said that we need
to invest $375 billion over the next six years
to sustain our surface transportation system in
its current condition to maintain economic
growth.

However, many in Congress and the Presi-
dent say that we cannot afford this investment
in our infrastructure, which is an investment in
our present and in our future. For this reason,
efforts to craft a meaningful surface transpor-
tation bill as the successor to TEA 21 stalled
months ago.

Congress should not oppose investment in
our infrastructure to ensure our future. We
know what needs to be done, yet we are
being delinquent in our responsibility to the
American people by not doing it. Congress
should enact a surface transportation bill as a
worthy successor to TEA 21.

Meanwhile, the Bush administration tells
Congress that what is needed is $87 billion for
Iraq. Furthermore, a House Budget Committee
study indicates that the cost of the Irag war
and occupation could easily reach $417 billion
over the next decade.

Mr. Speaker, this reflects skewed priorities.
Moreover, it raises concerns for what pro-
grams may be cut to pay for the Iraq funding.

My support for our brave troops is total, and
that means they must have every resource
made available to them. However, the task of
rebuilding Irag cannot be America’s responsi-
bility alone. We should draw upon the support
and aid of the world community.

However, we have needs at home as | have
suggested. That is why | am a proud cospon-
sor of H.R. 1789, the American Parity Act,
which would require that America’s priorities
be addressed with the same urgency that the
administration is giving to rebuilding Iraq.
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