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NYUMBANI ORPHANAGE
ANNIVERSARY BENEFIT

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, this week here in Washington, many
Members of this House are joining together to
commemorate the annual benefit for the
Nyumbani Orphanage for HIV positive children
in Nairobi, Kenya, which recently celebrated
its 11th anniversary. | have spoken on this
floor numerous times to note the enormous
achievements and contributions of the
Nyumbani program, and | know that | speak
for every House Member, regardless of party,
when | offer our congratulations and our en-
couragement for this program to continue to
serve the children of Kenya.

| particularly want to extend our congratula-
tions to Father Angelo D’Agostino, SJ, MD
and his outstanding staff who have built this
unique facility for HIV positive children in the
midst of AlD-ravaged sub-Saharan Africa. |
had the honor to visit Nyumbani several years
ago, as have several other Members of the
House and Senate, and | know we all salute
Father D’'Ag, his staff, and the children for the
great work they are doing. | particularly want
to congratulate the children who are members
of the “Watoto wa Mungu” singing group
whose recording “Shauri Yakou” has been
No. 1 on the Kameme FM Swahili hit parade
for four weeks now. The group also partici-
pated in a rock concert organized by the
Kenya United States Association with some of
the leading Kenyan singers and musicians.

One of the great reasons to celebrate this
year is that for the first time, the Nyumbani
program is receiving enthusiastic support from
the new Kenyan government of President
Emilio Mwai Kibaki, who was elected last De-
cember. | know that there was a great deal of
frustration in the past at the reluctance of the
national government to provide leadership on
the issues of AIDS prevention and treatment,
and at its unwillingness to provide the program
with the kind of support—financial, land, tech-
nical assistance—that is needed to serve the
very large HIV positive population. Under
President Kibaki, the government has sent the
first financial assistance to Nyumbani to help
with its medical and education programs. |
also understand the government is working
diligently to acquire the anti-retroviral drugs
needed to provide effective treatment to the
HIV population.

President Kibaki and those in his Adminis-
tration should note that we in the Congress
recognize and appreciate his leadership in
helping to address the very serious AIDS
problem that confronts not only Kenya, but
much of sub-Saharan Africa.

It was not long ago that it was a challenge
to even operate such programs in many Afri-
can nations, including Kenya. “When
Nyumbani was first established,” Father D’Ag
has written, “very few of us thought these chil-
dren would grow to adulthood, but through all
your love, prayers, care, attention and valued
contributions and donations, we are keeping
the kids alive, happy and educated. We ex-
pect them to become valued members of Ken-
yan society.” To the extent that AIDS aware-
ness, prevention and treatment becomes a
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critical initiatives of these governments, the
children of Africa face a very different and
more hopeful future, as do their countries.

Now it is the turn of the United States to fol-
low through on our commitment to greatly ex-
pand our AIDS assistance programs to Africa.
Although this program was cited as a primary
foreign policy and humanitarian initiative by
President Bush earlier this year, there are
many concerns that insufficient funding will
flow to the frontline efforts, like Nyumbani, that
are delivering services and health care, but
are close to being overwhelmed by the need.
We have promised to substantially increase
aid to Africa for AIDS prevention and treat-
ment, and | know that the child of Nyumbani,
and we in this chamber, are waiting to see if
that promise assistance actually reaches the
people in need.

The people of Nyumbani continue to raise
money through their “Nyumbani Gift Shop”
that sells locally made items and gives all
profits to the Nyumbani project. And of course,
efforts to secure private contributions and do-
nations to enable Nyumbani, like the dinner
Wednesday night, continue in the United
States and worldwide. More assistance for this
program is always needed, and welcome, as
are instruments for the band the children want
to form.

So while some have offered rhetoric about
addressing the AIDS crisis in Africa, Dr. D'Ag
and the men and women of the Nyumbani
program continue to achieve dramatic results
on the ground, every day. They are receiving
important new assistance from the Kenyan
government, and hopefully will soon benefit
from the promised U.S. assistance for the Afri-
ca AIDS initiative. Visiting this program was a
moving and inspirational day, and | hope that
every Member will do whatever is possible to
ensure that the Nyumbani Orphanage, and the
Lea Toto community outreach program, are
able to continue their work towards making Af-
rica AIDS-free and assuring that those who
have become HIV positive live longer and
more productive lives

Congratulations to Dr. D'Ag, the Nyumbani
and Lea Toto staff, and especially, to the chil-
dren and families of Nyumbani.

————

THE TRANSPORTATION, TREAS-
URY, AND INDEPENDENT AGEN-
CIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF
2003

HON. EARL POMEROY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. POMERQY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
opposition to the authorization of an automatic
cost-of-living (COLA) pay increase for Mem-
bers of Congress contained within H.R. 2989.
It is essential that Members have the oppor-
tunity to consider a pay raise independently of
funding for important transportation projects in
their districts.

| was disappointed with the automatic inclu-
sion of a Congressional pay raise in the bill
and | voted against the rule to allow consider-
ation of H.R. 2989 with the inclusion of this
provision. Unfortunately, the motion to prevent
consideration of the bill failed 235-178. While
| did not support the pay raise, | ultimately
voted for the bill because it included $5.2 mil-
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lion for transportation projects in North Dakota.
| am excited that my State received these
funds for important road and transit improve-
ments, but | am also disappointed that | was
unable to consider the Congressional pay
raise as a measure separate from Department
of Transportation funding.

A fiscally responsible Congress should con-
sider the automatic COLA pay increase inde-
pendently of funding for other programs. It is
my hope that Congress will take steps to en-
sure separate consideration for any increases
in the future.

H. CON. RES. 284

HON. SHERROD BROWN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, | urge
my colleagues to support H. Con. Res. 284,
expressing the sense of Congress that the
United States actively support Taiwan’s mem-
bership in the United Nations and other inter-
national organizations.

A number of countries have asked the
United Nations to reconsider U.N. Resolution
2758, which has not resolved the issue of Tai-
wan'’s representation in the U.N. This resolu-
tion gave what has been called the “China
Seat” to the People’s Republic of China and
excluded Taiwan from membership.

For thirty years, Taiwan’s 23 million people
have had no representation at the U.N. This is
a violation of the U.N. Charter and the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights.

Taiwan does not seek the expulsion of the
People’s Republic of China, but asks that it be
given its own voice in U.N. matters. Taiwan
and the PRC can both be members of the
U.N. The precedent exists: East and West
Germany in the past, and North and South
Korea in the present.

U.N. membership does not threaten or en-
danger reunification of Taiwan and China. In
recent years, Taiwan has permitted banks and
financial institutions to open offices in China.
Taiwan has welcomed mainland journalists
and eased restrictions on mainland spouses of
Taiwan residents. It is conceivable that polit-
ical relations will improve if Taiwan is given
U.N. membership.

Taiwan’s return to the U.N. will benefit all
nations, especially the 23 million people of
Taiwan. They deserve to have a voice in the
U.N. and to be treated in the same manner as
all other people in the world.

———

DEMOCRACY DAY AND A FREE
CUBA

HON. CLIFF STEARNS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, last Wednes-
day, September 17, the U.S. Constitution
turned 216 years old, and we celebrated De-
mocracy Day, commemorating its signing. Our
National Archives held an unveiling ceremony,
where the Constitution, the Declaration of
Independence and the Bill of Rights are now
presented in a new, clearer display in the ro-
tunda. There, President Bush, U.S. Chief Jus-
tice William H. Rehnquist and Senate and
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House Leaders reminded us that the ideals
spelled out in these documents—collectively
called our “Charters of Freedom”—are
spreading unstoppably beyond United States
borders.

| couldn’t agree more. On the same day, |
delivered a speech to the Center for Democ-
racy and Technology’'s Democracy Day recep-
tion. To the audience of young people just
starting to get involved in national affairs, |
made similar points as heard down at the Na-
tional Archives. The Constitution, a remarkable
document, is the result of numerous forces,
among them the Age of Enlightenment and
the doctrine of natural law. In the 18th century,
despotism provided the rule of the day
throughout much of Europe. In challenging the
goals and powers of Europe’s institutions, the
men of the Enlightenment advocated the lib-
erty of the individual, the right to property, and
the freedom of expression.

Rousseau and others outlined the legal
equality of man and the sovereignty of the
governed. Those who met in Philadelphia
were well acquainted with these thoughts and
incorporated them in the American Enlighten-
ment. These concepts are clearly reflected in
the Declaration of Independence and in our
Constitution. Several of the amendments to
the Constitution expand political participation
to those who had been shut out of the proc-
ess. The 15th amendment adopted in 1870
recognizes the voting rights of former slaves;
the 19th extends the franchise to women, and
the 26th reduced the voting age to 18. These
were all steps to open the political process to
the powerless.

With our freedom comes responsibility—an
obligation to participate. People in this Nation
have fought, bled, and died to preserve our
freedom; and they have fought, bled, and died
for the right to vote and to hold office. Al-
though we are free to not participate, it is an
insult to these men and women, the martyrs
for freedom, if apathy replaces activism. | be-
lieve that we have a duty to share our free-
dom, to extend the benefits of freedoms to
others.

Technology provides us many powerful
tools, including the means to advocate for lib-
erty. The repressive regimes of the world
share a fear of information, and take great
strides to control what their people are told.
We saw in Irag, and in Yugoslavia, and we
still see in China and elsewhere, a repression
of the Internet. Nearly one in 10 persons in
the world has the ability to go on line. The
Internet poses a significant threat to the forces
of tyranny and provides a strong medium for
advocating freedom. New ideas are a tyrant's
worst nightmare, and through the Internet we
can give them many sleepless nights.

On the day after Democracy Day, three
former presidents of Eastern European na-
tions, who know tyranny, wrote a joint OpEd in
the Washington Post entitled “Building a Free
Cuba”. Vaclav Havel, former president of the
Czech Republic, Arpad Gonez, former presi-
dent of Hungary, and Lech Walesa, former
president of Poland, resoundingly rebuked the
Castro regime for imprisoning 75 representa-
tives of the Cuban opposition, including coor-
dinators of the Varela Project, journalists, and
other pro-democracy leaders. They were sub-
ject to mock trials and jokes of prison terms.
At the same time, the free-thinking Cubans
are making more noise, and Castro and his
regime know that their days are numbered.
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Finally, the 3 former Presidents eloquently
presented what we, the free, can all do to help
the Cuban freedom-fighters. While the U.S.
has chosen an economic embargo, our Euro-
pean friends have taken different, more lenient
approaches. But, Havel, Goncz, and Walesa
point out that while we disagree on this policy,
we can agree on this: vocally support the dis-
sidents. Provide encouragement and comfort
for Cuban dissidents, prisoners of conscience,
and their families. Use technology, like the
powerful Internet, to spread words of freedom
like our Constitutional amendments did to fel-
low Americans. Let's make it clear to Cuba
that a dictator is not welcome to join free
countries at the international. table. | am
grateful and proud of the heritage of the
United States, and encourage my fellow Amer-
icans and fellow liberty-enjoying citizens of the
world in continuing the flourishing of the flower
of democracy.

——

TRIBUTE TO SACRAMENTO
REGIONAL TRANSIT DISTRICT

HON. ROBERT T. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise in tribute to
Sacramento Regional Transit District. On Sep-
tember 26, 2003, the Sacramento Regional
Transit District will celebrate the grand open-
ing of the South Line Light Rail Extension
Project. As the people of Sacramento gather
to commemorate this momentous occasion, |
ask all of my colleagues to join me in wel-
coming one of the Capital Region's most im-
portant transportation projects.

The Sacramento Regional Transit District
began operations on April 1, 1973. During its
first decade of service, the Sacramento Re-
gional Transit continued to expand bus service
to the growing Sacramento region while a co-
operative effort emerged among city, county
and state government officials to develop a
light rail system. In 1987 the 18.3-mile light rail
system opened, linking the northeastern (Inter-
state 80) and eastern (Highway 50) corridors
with Downtown Sacramento.

Today, the Sacramento Regional Transit
District (RT) operates 77 bus routes and 20.6
miles of light rail covering a 418 square-mile
service area. Buses and light rail run 365 days
a year using 36 light rail vehicles, 152 buses
powered by compressed natural gas (CNG)
and 55 diesel buses. Passenger amenities in-
clude 31 light rail stops or stations, nine bus
and light rail transfer centers and 10 free park-
and-ride lots. RT also serves more than 3,800
bus stops throughout Sacramento County.

Annual ridership has steadily increased on
both the bus and light rail systems from 14
million passengers in 1987 to more than 27
million passengers in fiscal year 2002. Week-
day light ralil ridership averages about 29,500,
which accounts for approximately 30 percent
of the total system ridership. Bus weekday rid-
ership has reached an average of 62,500 pas-
sengers per day.

The South Line Light Rail Extension Project
is a two-phased, 11.2-mile extension of the
existing line to south. Phase |, which extends
6.3 miles from Broadway south to
Meadowview Road, is expected to increase
daily ridership by 15,000 passengers by 2015.
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Grounded on extensive community outreach,
each of the seven new stations has been indi-
vidually created to reflect the character of the
neighborhoods they serve.

The South Line Light Rail Extension Project
comes at an important in the renaissance of
the South Sacramento area. South Sac-
ramento’s population is expected to grow from
67,313 in 1998 to over 85,000 in 2022. The
South Line Rail Extension Project will provide
residents of the area with less traffic conges-
tion, improve mobility in and around the down-
town area, reduce parking demands and
costs, and improve air quality. For these rea-
sons, the South Line Rail Extension Project
serves as a shining example of the great
value of public transportation and the benefits
of investing in local, state, and federal partner-
ships.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to welcome the
South Line Rail Extension to the South Sac-
ramento Community. | would like to thank all
the people who, through their commitment and
hard work, have made this project a reality. |
am confident that this project will yield tremen-
dous benefits for the people of Sacramento. |
ask all my colleagues to join with me in wish-
ing the Sacramento Regional Transit District
continued success in all its future endeavors.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE REV.
JAMES WASHINGTON STEPHERSON

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 23, 2003

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
pay tribute to one of our community’s most re-
markable leaders, the late Rev. James Wash-
ington Stepherson. He genuinely exuded the
noble attributes that define the character of
God'’s chosen steward in his role as the Good
Shepherd of various churches throughout
Georgia and Florida.

On Saturday, September 20, 2003, at 10
a.m., Commissioner Barbara Carey-Shuler,
chairwoman of the Miami-Dade County Board
of Commissioners, will lead elected and ap-
pointed officials and community leaders, at
ceremonies that will name 2799 N.W. 46th
Street as the Rev. J.W. Stepherson Street.
This event will symbolically consign his count-
less deeds of good work to the lasting appre-
ciation of our generation and generations
more to come.

Born to the late Israel and Janie Hill
Stepherson on September 22, 1914, in Jack-
sonville, GA, Rev. Stepherson preached his
first sermon in 1946 at Kings Chapel Baptist
Church in Abba, GA, and was subsequently
ordained in that year by the late Rev. H.J.
Walker.

Historic milestones characterized Reverend
Stepherson’s pastoral service. In 1959 he vis-
ited Miami, FL, and became enamored of the
Antioch Missionary Baptist Church of Browns-
ville. After preaching at this church on two oc-
casions, the Board of Deacons offered him an
invitation to become the pastor of the church.
He accepted this providential offer, and the
rest was history. As a visionary, he ordained
and licensed countless clergymen and dea-
cons throughout the State and across the Na-
tion. Under his leadership more than 5,000
souls were led to Christ, as he fervently per-
severed to deepen his insights and expand his
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