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had a procedural vote on H.R. 2859, the FY 
2003 Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
bill. On House rollcall vote No. 448, I was un-
avoidably detained. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’
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HONORING PARADISE BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Paradise Baptist Church of Oakland, and its 
pastor, Reverend Leon McDaniels, Sr. Today 
marks the dedication celebration of the new 
Paradise Baptist Church Worship Center. 

Paradise Baptist Church had its beginning in 
February 1960. Rev. C. William Johnson was 
the assistant pastor at the First Baptist 
Parchester Church of Richmond, California 
when he was called to begin a church in the 
Columbian Gardens area of Oakland. He set 
out with four volunteers and went door to door 
sharing their vision for a new community of 
the spirit. In May 1960, a meeting was called 
and the Paradise Baptist Mission was orga-
nized. In August of that year, Paradise was of-
ficially founded and established as the Para-
dise Baptist Church with Rev. C. William John-
son as pastor. 

Paradise Baptist Church has had many 
homes over the years. Early on, Pastor John-
son purchased a home with his Veterans Ad-
ministration certificate and converted it into a 
house of worship. In November 1963, a house 
on Empire Road was purchased, and the 
church moved to this location. 

By 1968, a larger facility was needed. A 
church was constructed adjacent to the house 
where the congregation had been worship-
ping, but by 1970 even that building was too 
small. Many of the faithful financed the build-
ing project by taking out second mortgages 
and borrowing funds which they donated un-
conditionally. On the third Sunday of August 
1972, the new sanctuary was complete. 

Over the next 10 years, Paradise experi-
enced substantial growth, and in 1988, Pastor 
Johnson brought in Rev. Leon McDaniels, Sr. 
as the full-time evangelism coordinator. Rev. 
McDaniels’ spark and enthusiasm spread 
throughout the entire church body. 

On September 17, 1993, Pastor Johnson’s 
time on earth came to an end, leaving the 
Paradise family filled with grief. Following a 
period of mourning, Rev. Leon McDaniels, Sr. 
took office as the new pastor and vowed to 
make a significant difference in the Columbian 
Gardens community, and in all of Oakland. 

There has been great growth during the ten-
ure of Pastor McDaniels. Today, numerous 
ministries are available to the congregation, in-
cluding the Prayer Ministry, Soul-Winning Min-
istry, Christian Education Training, Alpha 
Omega Youth Ministry, Pastoral Care, Wistar 
Redemption and Recovery, Inc., Financial 
Management, Real Estate Ministry (the HUD 
Home Buyers Program), Married Couples Min-
istry, Singles Ministry, Camp Ministry and Po-
litical Liaison Ministry. 

Pastor McDaniels realized a larger facility 
was sorely needed. By faith, the 
groundbreaking ceremony was held in August 
17, 1997. Once again, the membership 

stepped in and made contributions and per-
sonal sacrifices in their commitment to further 
the ministry. 

The congregation has been blessed with the 
New Paradise Baptist Church Worship Center 
located at 9704 Empire Road in Oakland, Cali-
fornia. 

The Paradise Baptist Church family has 
come a long way since its humble beginning 
in 1960. Rev. C. William Johnson knew 43 
years ago that Paradise would make a dif-
ference in the city of Oakland. This vision has 
come to fruition under the leadership of Pastor 
Leon McDaniels, Sr. with a congregation of 
more than 400 members and numerous min-
istries that reach out to the community. 

I take great pride in joining friends, family, 
and the congregation to salute Paradise Bap-
tist Church and its leader, the extraordinary 
Pastor Leon McDaniels, Sr. on this auspicious 
dedication.
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HONORING GENERAL A.J. COMTE 

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to posthumously recognize General A.J. 
Comte for his years of distinguished service to 
his country. A.J. passed away on Sunday, Au-
gust 3rd. 

General Comte began his 50-year military 
career in 1945 when he enlisted in the U.S. 
Navy. After four years of active service, he 
went on to serve in the Air National Guard, 
Army National Guard, and the U.S. Army Re-
serve. During his service he received numer-
ous military decorations including: the Army 
Meritorious Service Medal, WWII Victory 
Medal, Army Reserve Components Medal, 
and the California Medal of Merit. 

After his service, A.J. worked at the City of 
Fresno Construction Management Division as 
Chief Engineering Inspector. Following his re-
tirement, he became self-employed and pro-
vided school inspection services in the Ba-
kersfield, Porterville, and Clovis School Dis-
tricts. He also served as the DSA Inspector of 
Record for several projects in the Clovis Uni-
fied School District including Copper Hills Ele-
mentary, the Buchanan Educational Center, 
and the Reagan Educational Complex. 

General Comte was also greatly involved in 
his community. He was an active 32-Degree 
Mason; a member of the Fresno Scottish Rite, 
Clovis Elks, National Sojourners; and active in 
several military, veteran, and construction as-
sociations. He is survived by his wife Trudie; 
son, Alan James; step-children, Karen 
Palazzola, Kathy Gray-Wagner, Gordon Gray, 
Mary Craig, and Carl Husband; and several 
grand and great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to posthumously 
honor General A.J. Comte. I invite my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing General 
Comte for his extraordinary service and years 
of dedication to his community.

IN HONOR OF THE POTOMAC 
TRAIL COUNCIL’S RECEIPT OF A 
2003 CHESAPEAKE BAY GATE-
WAYS NETWORK GRANT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker I rise today to rec-
ognize the Potomac Trail Council. The Poto-
mac Trail Council received a 2003 Chesa-
peake Bay Gateways Network Grant for a 
project designed to improve access and inter-
pretation along a one mile section of trail in 
Piscataway Park and Fort Washington Park in 
Accokeek, Maryland. 

The Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network, 
which includes more than 120 museums, state 
parks, wildlife refuges and other sites in five 
states and the District of Columbia, was cre-
ated to enhance the experience of visitors to 
the Chesapeake Bay and its many roads, riv-
ers and trails. Authorized by the Chesapeake 
Bay Initiative Act of 1998, the Gateways Net-
work is coordinated by the National Park Serv-
ice in partnership with the Chesapeake Bay 
Program. 

During the past four years, Gateways Net-
work Grants have funded new maps, improved 
signs, and expanded trails that have made vis-
its to parks, wildlife refuges and water trails 
even more exciting and enjoyable than they 
had previously been. These grants help en-
hance the public’s ability to learn and enjoy 
the Chesapeake’s stories and significance, ex-
plore its natural and cultural resources, and 
become involved in helping conserve and re-
store the Bay and its watershed, Through 
these projects and other Gateways Network 
efforts more and more people recognize the 
Chesapeake as a true national treasure. 

In 2003, the National Park Service is award-
ing $1,387,309 in grant funding, matched by 
over $2 million in partner contributions. Thirty-
two grants are being made to Gateways 
throughout the Bay watershed in Maryland, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia. The Po-
tomac Trail Council is receiving a grant of 
$40,500 and $45,300 in partner contributions. 

The project proposed by the Potomac Trail 
Council will make significant improvements to 
access and interpretation along a one mile 
section of trail in Piscataway Park. The route, 
which parallels Piscataway Creek (a tributary 
of the Potomac River) will be improved 
through several measures to control erosion 
and puddling, including the addition of per-
meable surface materials, french drains, and 
culverts. Six interpretive waysides and other 
signs will also be developed to provide trail 
users with key information and interpret fea-
tures along the route. The Potomac Trail 
Council will coordinate work on the project in 
collaboration with park staff. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with the assistance and vi-
sion of organizations such as the Potomac 
Trail Council that the Chesapeake Bay and 
the entire region has become the treasure that 
we know it to be today. Mr. Speaker, please 
join me in congratulating the Potomac Trail 
Council on receiving this grant and wishing 
them the best of luck in completing their 
project.
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TRIBUTE TO REVEREND DR. 

FRANK NAPIER, JR. 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call your attention to the life and work of an 
outstanding individual who I feel fortunate to 
have been able to call my friend. The late 
Reverend Doctor Frank Napier, Jr. of 
Paterson, New Jersey, was recognized on Fri-
day, August 15, 2003, for his unwavering com-
mitment to education with the official dedica-
tion of Paterson Public School #4 as the Dr. 
Frank Napier, Jr. School of Technology. 

During his distinguished career in education, 
Dr. Napier served the young men and women 
of Paterson as an elementary school teacher, 
administrator, coach, role model, and friend. It 
is only fitting that he be honored in this, the 
permanent record of the greatest freely elect-
ed body on earth. 

For as long as I can remember, the per-
sonal and professional life of Dr. Napier has 
been inextricably intertwined with the city of 
Paterson, New Jersey. Born and raised in 
Paterson, Frank attended Public School #4 
and Paterson Central High School before 
going on to receive his B.S. and M.A. degrees 
from William Paterson Teachers College. For 
those who knew him, his decision to return to 
the city of Paterson after college came as no 
surprise. It was during this period that Frank 
and his wife, Margaret, chose to settle down 
in Paterson and raise their family. Over the 
next 37 years, Dr. Napier’s life work as an ed-
ucator and community leader in Paterson 
would change the lives of countless young 
men and women. 

Frank Napier began his professional career 
in the Paterson School System as an elemen-
tary school teacher and assistant football 
coach of Kennedy High School. In 1972, he 
was appointed the Assistant Superintendent of 
Paterson Public Schools and, four years later, 
became the first African American to serve as 
the Superintendent of Schools. Always search-
ing for ways to better serve his students and 
their families, Frank returned to school once 
more and, in 1984, earned his Doctorate in 
Education from the University of Massachu-
setts. Soon after receiving this degree, Dr. Na-
pier began augmenting his work as Super-
intendent of Schools by returning to the class-
room as an adjunct professor at William 
Paterson University. 

In many ways, Dr. Napier’s commitment to 
the community of Paterson extended far be-
yond the classroom walls. As district chair-
person for the Passaic County Boy Scouts of 
America, as an active member of the Board of 
Trustees for the Paterson Public Library, and 
as pastor of the Gazaway Baptist Church, Dr. 
Napier left an indelible mark on the lives of all 
with whom he came in contact. The quest for 
personal and professional excellence to which 
Dr. Napier dedicated his life, is a legacy that 
lives on in each of the students whose lives 
he touched. 

Mr. Speaker, the job of a United States 
Congressman involves so much that is re-
warding, yet nothing compares to recognizing 
the efforts of devoted educators and public 
servants like Doctor Napier. I ask that you join 
our colleagues, the faculty and students of 

Paterson School #4, Dr. Napier’s family and 
friends, and myself in recognizing the late 
Reverend Dr. Frank Napier, Jr., for his life of 
outstanding service.

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, on 
the legislative day of Wednesday, July 23, 
2003, the House had a vote on an amend-
ment sponsored by Representative RUSH to 
the FY 2004 Commerce, Justice, State Appro-
priations bill. On House rollcall vote No. 421, 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’
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IN HONOR OF THE BATTLE CREEK 
NATURE EDUCATION SOCIETY’S 
RECEIPT OF A 2003 CHESAPEAKE 
BAY GATEWAYS NETWORK 
GRANT 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Battle Creek Nature Education 
Society. The Battle Creek Nature Education 
Society received a 2003 Chesapeake Bay 
Gateways Network Grant for a project de-
signed to enhance the Flag Ponds Nature 
Park and King’s Landing Park in Calvert 
County, Maryland. 

The Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network, 
which includes more than 120 museums, state 
parks, wildlife refugees and other sites in five 
states and the District of Columbia, was cre-
ated to enhance the experience of visitors to 
the Chesapeake Bay and its many roads, riv-
ers and trails. Authorized by the Chesapeake 
Bay Initiative Act of 1998, the Gateway Net-
work is coordinated by the National Park Serv-
ice in partnership with the Chesapeake Bay 
Program. 

During the past four years, Gateways Net-
work Grants have funded new maps, improved 
signs, and expanded trails that have made vis-
its to parks, wildlife refuges and water trails 
even more exciting and enjoyable than they 
had previously been. These grants help en-
hance the public’s ability to learn and enjoy 
the Chesapeake’s stories and significance, ex-
plore its natural and cultural resources, and 
become involved in helping conserve and re-
store the Bay and its watershed. Through 
these projects and other Gateways Network 
efforts more and more people recognize the 
Chesapeake as a true national treasure. 

In 2003, the National Park Service is award-
ing $1,387,309 in grant funding, matched by 
over $2 million in partner contributions. Thirty-
two grants are being made to Gateways 
throughout the Bay watershed in Maryland, 
New York, Pennsylvania and Virginia. Battle 
Creek Nature Education Society is receiving a 
grant of $32,050 and $62,762 in partner con-
tributions. 

The project proposed by the Battle Creek 
Nature Education Society will create an overall 

plan for guiding interpretation at Flag Ponds 
Nature Park and King’s Landing Park, as well 
as an extensive series of outdoor exhibits at 
each park. Up to twenty way-side panels will 
be developed to help visitors enjoy and learn 
about these two sites and their relationship to 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed. A short sam-
pling of anticipated stories to be told includes: 
the geology behind the ever-changing sand 
bars that shape habitats at Flag Ponds; early 
20th century uses of the area; and the impor-
tance of the swamps and freshwater pond 
habitats that have been naturally formed over 
hundreds of years. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with the assistance and vi-
sion of organizations such as the Battle Creek 
Nature Education Society that the Chesa-
peake Bay and the entire region has become 
the treasure that we know it to be today. Mr. 
Speaker, please join me in congratulating the 
Battle Creek Nature Education Society on re-
ceiving this grant and wishing them the best of 
luck in completing their project.
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TRIBUTE TO THE ROTARY CLUB 
OF WEST ORANGE 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 3, 2003

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the work of an out-
standing organization in my district. On Friday, 
September 5, 2003, the Rotary Club of West 
Orange celebrated its 75th anniversary at 
Mayfair Farms. 

Seventy-five years ago, in June of 1928, 
twenty-two business men from the City of 
West Orange came together with the common 
intent to pool their individual skills and occupa-
tions in order to serve the community in which 
they lived. Together, these pioneers formed 
the Rotary Club of West Orange, officially be-
coming the 2,900th Club of Rotary Inter-
national. 

Today, the West Orange Rotarians continue 
to contribute their various talents and services 
to ensuring that the changing needs of the 
local and international community are met. It is 
only fitting that, upon their 75th anniversary, 
the Rotary Club of West Orange be honored, 
in this, the permanent record of the greatest 
freely elected body on earth. 

Throughout its history, the Rotary Club of 
West Orange has served as a paradigm of the 
time-honored motto ‘‘Service Above Self. . . . 
He Profits Most Who Serves Best.’’ This pro-
foundly simple tenet has been the driving 
force behind each of their community-oriented 
projects, many of which focus on assisting 
local youth. 

Through annual scholarships and edu-
cational programs such as the youth exchange 
program and the dictionary project, members 
of the Rotary Club of West Orange consist-
ently demonstrate their commitment to fos-
tering the academic, moral and social edu-
cation of the city’s young men and women. 
Leading by example, the West Orange Rotar-
ians work hard to promote personal integrity, 
excellence, and service, helping to mold the 
leaders of tomorrow. 

On the global level, the Rotary of West Or-
ange has recognized that education can only 
come after the basic needs of an individual 
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