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in introducing this bill by my colleague, Rep-
resentative JIM RAMSTAD. 

The early ideas for this legislative initiative 
came from conversations around the dinner 
table with my wife, Jean. We have both lost 
spouses, who succumbed at an unusually 
early age to cancer, and we have tended to 
disabled and frail parents. 

Many citizens have been personally touched 
by the experience of caring for disabled and 
frail parents or for spouses and children as 
they lived out their final days. My experience 
in these difficult situations has been that our 
health care system is a patchwork quilt of mis-
matched services that carry with them sub-
stantial expense. So, the challenges faced by 
those nearing the end of life, as well as by 
those caring for loved ones, are particularly 
meaningful to me. 

Just in the last half-century, the way that 
most Americans come to the end of life has 
changed dramatically. Today, most people live 
for many months with a serious chronic illness 
before they die. In fact, statistics show that, on 
average, Americans will be unable to care for 
themselves for the last two years of their lives. 
However, the services that our health care 
system makes readily available were designed 
to cope with short-term threats, such as acci-
dental injuries and heart attacks. Our nation’s 
health care system has not been adapted to 
meet the needs of people facing the final 
phase of life or the many challenges faced by 
their caregivers. 

Problems associated with end-of-life care 
are deeply rooted in federal policy. Unfortu-
nately, we have been slow to see that these 
lapses are not just personal calamities and 
challenges, but rather, are built into federal 
policy. For example, while Medicare coverage 
makes operations and emergency services 
readily available to the elderly, services more 
appropriate for serious disability and dying are 
not easily found. Medicare, Medicaid, and Vet-
eran’s coverage do not provide for continuity 
in care, advance care planning, family support, 
or symptom relief for long-term fatal illnesses. 

Further, end of life care uses a large portion 
of funding allocated to health care services. 
Those last few years of life are tremendously 
expensive, with the last year alone using 28% 
of the overall Medicare budget. It is estimated 
that half of Medicare costs—and even more of 
Medicaid for the elderly and Veteran’s health 
care—go toward care of those who are very 
sick and will die, rather than get well. Although 
taxpayers spend money on end-of-life care, 
they do not get reliability and quality from that 
care. 

This is a problem that will only increase in 
the coming years. The numbers of people fac-
ing serious illness and death will double within 
a quarter century, as the Baby Boomer gen-
eration reaches old age. Our nation must not 
only arrange and pay for services that can 
support the unprecedented number of people 
who will need care, but we must also learn 
how to support family caregivers. Facts show 
that a family member will spend nearly as 
many years—seventeen—caring for an elderly 
parent, as raising children—eighteen years. 
Further, a family caregiver can expect to lose 
more than one-half million dollars in net worth, 
(from having a lower pension, more time not 
covered by health insurance, and lost wages.) 

The ‘‘Living Well with Fatal Chronic Illness 
Act of 2003’’ will meet the challenges faced by 
a growing number of people who must live 

with serious chronic illness for some time be-
fore death. This comprehensive legislation ad-
dresses three key initiatives—one affects care-
givers, two relate to improving end-of-life care. 

First, the legislation proposes a $3,000 per 
year refundable tax credit for the primary care-
giver of a spouse or those they can claim as 
dependents, and certain other low income in-
dividuals, who have long-term care needs. 
This is important, because the United States is 
the only developed nation that does not sup-
port family caregivers. There is no federal gov-
ernment program to help improve skills, pro-
vide respite; indeed, we do not generally dem-
onstrate that we honor caregivers’ love and 
loyalty. The tax credit we propose is admit-
tedly not enough to pay for the financial sac-
rifices of caregivers who provide long-term 
care, but it will demonstrate support and re-
spect for the significant commitment and con-
tributions made by those who help loved ones 
to live well despite serious illness. 

We have been so focused on learning how 
to prevent and cure diseases that we have all 
but abandoned interest in what occurs as 
those possibilities run out. Most people now 
die of long-term irreversible conditions like de-
mentia, frailty, heart failure, emphysema, can-
cer, and stroke; yet there is very little reliable 
evidence about serious illness and the end of 
life. This legislation will help provide guidance 
that the medical community needs to respond 
more effectively to unique end-of-life chal-
lenges. 

In order to begin laying the foundation for 
evidence-based reforms to health care, the 
second section of the bill authorizes the De-
partment of Health and Human Services to es-
tablish research, demonstration, and education 
programs to improve the quality of end-of-life 
care across multiple federal agencies. 

Third, the bill authorizes the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to develop and implement 
programs to improve the delivery of appro-
priate health and support services for patients 
with fatal chronic illness. The Veterans Health 
Care System has been a leader in end-of-life 
care delivery and innovation, especially in ad-
vance care planning and pain management. 
This bill aims to support continued excellence 
through enhanced education and service deliv-
ery for this important care system that now 
serves so many disabled and elderly veterans. 

Our nation will face major challenges in the 
next quarter century as baby boomers ap-
proach old age. We must ensure that people 
suffering from fatal chronic illnesses live out 
their lives in a dignified, comfortable, and 
meaningful way, and we must support and 
honor the invaluable work of caregivers.
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HONORING ETHAN LINK FOR HIS 
OUTSTANDING INVOLVEMENT 

HON. BART GORDON 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2003

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Ethan Link of Gallatin, TN, for 
being selected as Gallatin High School’s first 
YMCA Youth Governor. 

Ethan has been involved in the YMCA 
Youth Legislature since the sixth grade. In 
2001, at his freshman conference, he received 
the Outstanding Bill award for legislation con-

cerning DNA testing for death-row inmates 
awaiting execution. During his junior year, he 
received the Outstanding Bill award for a 
measure to create a death penalty review 
commission and served as the Senate Floor 
Leader. This year, he was selected to attend 
the Conference on National Affairs and to 
serve as the Youth Governor for 2004. 

Ethan marked the highlight of the con-
ference as meeting with members of the White 
House staff, representatives and senators 
from several states—including myself—mem-
bers of the Washington media, Judy Schnei-
der of Congressional Research Service and 
many other ‘‘inspiring speakers.’’ 

Another aspect of Ethan’s involvement in 
public service programs is his participation in 
the Model United Nations Program. He has 
been involved with this program for 4 years. At 
the 2002 MUN conference, he served as Ja-
maica’s ambassador on the Security Council. 
The following year, he served as China’s am-
bassador, giving him a more powerful role. 
Ethan will serve as Security Council president 
in 2004. 

I commend Ethan for his many accomplish-
ments and awards, and wish him the best of 
luck in future endeavors.
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29TH ANNIVERSARY OF TURKISH 
INVASION OF CYPRUS 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, July 24, 2003

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my encouragement on behalf and to 
the international community for their continued 
efforts at resolving the Cyprus crisis. Twenty-
nine years ago, without justification, and 
against international law, Turkish armed forces 
invaded the nation of Cyprus and today be-
cause of a lack of willingness from the Turkish 
Cypriot leadership; the international commu-
nity’s goal of attained peace is yet to be 
achieved. 

I want to commend United Nations Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan for his committed 
efforts to resolving this issue. From the inter-
national community’s perspective, on several 
occasions there has been an initiative to re-
solve this issue, and yet because of the unwill-
ingness of the Turkish Cypriot leadership and 
specifically Mr. Rauf Denktash, negotiations 
have collapsed. The most recent negotiations 
held this past March shows a prime example 
of unwillingness on the Turkish side. During 
the negotiations, Republic of Cyprus President 
Tassos Papadopoulos, accepted the Annan 
Plan aimed at reunifying Cyprus. However, Mr. 
Denktash bluntly rejected the plan, therefore 
denying his own Turkish Cypriot citizens the 
right to vote on the issue. In early April, after 
the meeting, Secretary General Annan issued 
a report to the Security Council, firmly declar-
ing that Mr. Denktash bears the sole responsi-
bility that lead to the failure of the UN effort. 

Additionally, Mr. Speaker, there are several 
strong warnings in the form of protests for the 
UN peace process, that the Turkish Cypriot 
community does not support Mr. Denktash’s 
obstructionist approach to governing their 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly urge Congress to 
support the continued efforts of the United Na-
tions led by Secretary General Annan, to bring 
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peace and the reunification of Cyprus, through 
talks between the International community and 
the Turkish Cypriot leadership. The world must 
hold the Turkish Cypriot Leadership and spe-
cifically Mr. Denktash responsible for their ac-
tions. If this issue is not resolved, the people 
of Cyprus will not be re-united. These are the 
same Turkish Cypriots who support the reunifi-
cation of Cyprus and the same Turkish Cyp-
riots who Mr. Denktash thinks he is leading. 
Let Mr. Denktash know, that if he does not en-
dorse the UN peace process, he will be doing 
a great disservice to his own people. 

I thank the Speaker for allowing me to ad-
dress the House today to express my con-
cerns to my fellow colleagues regarding this 
issue.
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ELLIS ISLAND MEDALS OF HONOR 
AWARDS CEREMONY—NECO 
CHAIRMAN WILLIAM DENIS 
FUGAZY LEADS DRAMATIC 
CEREMONY 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 24, 2003

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following:

ELLIS ISLAND, NY, May 17.—Standing on 
the hallowed grounds of Ellis Island—the 
portal through which 17 million immigrants 
entered the United States—a cast of ethnic 
Americans who have made significant con-
tributions to the life of this nation were pre-
sented with the coveted Ellis Island Medal of 
Honor at an emotionally uplifting ceremony. 
This year’s event was dedicated to our armed 
forces. 

This year’s ceremony date coincides with 
that of National Armed Forces Day. As such, 
we would like to pay special tribute to the 
men and women serving in the U.S. armed 
forces both here and abroad. Several of our 
Medalists also serve in the armed forces; 
many more are honored veterans. 

NECO’s annual medal ceremony and recep-
tion on Ellis Island in New York Harbor is 
the Nation’s largest celebration of ethnic 
pride. Representing a rainbow of ethnic ori-
gins, this year’s recipients received their 
awards in the shadow of the historic Great 
Hall, where the first footsteps were taken by 
the millions of immigrants who entered the 
U.S. in the latter part of the nineteenth cen-
tury. ‘‘Today we honor great ethnic Ameri-
cans who, through their achievements and 
contributions, and in the spirit of their eth-
nic origins, have enriched this country and 
have become role models for future genera-
tions,’’ said NECO Chairman William Denis 
Fugazy. ‘‘In addition, we honor the immi-
grant experience—those who passed through 
this Great Hall decades ago, and the new im-
migrants who arrive on American soil seek-
ing opportunity.’’ 

Established in 1986 by NECO, the Ellis Is-
land Medals of Honor pay tribute to the an-
cestry groups that comprise America’s 
unique cultural mosaic. To date, approxi-
mately 2000 American citizens have received 
medals. 

NECO is the largest organization of its 
kind in the U.S. serving as an umbrella 
group for over 250 ethnic organizations and 
whose mandate is to preserve ethnic diver-
sity, promote ethnic and religious equality, 
tolerance and harmony, and to combat injus-
tice, hatred and bigotry. NECO has a new 
goal in its humanitarian mission: saving the 

lives of children with lifethreatening med-
ical conditions. NECO has founded The Fo-
rum’s Children Foundation, which brings 
children from developing nations needing 
life-saving surgery to the United States for 
treatment. 

Ellis Island Medals of Honor recipients are 
selected each year through a national nomi-
nation process. Screening committees from 
NECO’s member organizations select the 
final nominees, who are then considered by 
the Board Directors. 

Past Ellis Island Medals of Honor recipi-
ents have included several U.S. Presidents, 
entertainers, athletes, entrepreneurs, reli-
gious leaders and business executives, such 
as William Clinton, Ronald Reagan, Jimmy 
Carter, Gerald Ford, George Bush, Richard 
Nixon, George Pataki, Mario Cuomo, Bob 
Hope, Frank Sinatra, Michael Douglas, Glo-
ria Estefan, Coretta Scott King, Rosa Parks, 
Elie Wiesel, Muhammad Ali, Mickey Mantle, 
General Norman Schwarzkopf, Barbara Wal-
ters, Terry Anderson, Dr. Michael DeBakey, 
Senator John McCain, Rudy Giuliani and At-
torney General Janet Reno. 

Congratulations to the 2003 Ellis Island 
Medals of Honor Recipients:

Ruth J. Abram, President, Lower East 
Side Tenement Museum, Romanian/
Irish/Prussian; Danny Aiello, Actor, 
Italian; Hon. Hagop S. Akiskal, Pro-
fessor of Psychiatry, University of 
California at San Diego, Armenian; 
Hon. William Vollie Alexander, Man-
aging Partner, Alexander & Associates, 
Scottish/English/Irish; Menelaos 
Anastasios Aliapoulios, M.D., Medical 
Director, General Electric Company, 
Hellenic; Hon. Hushang Ansary, 
Parman Group, Iranian; Angela Susan 
Anton, CEO & Publisher, Long Island 
Community Newspapers, Czecho-
slovakian/Italian; William Austin, 
Chairman & CEO, Starkey Labora-
tories Inc., English; Robert P. Badavas, 
Chief Operating Officer, Atlas Venture, 
Hellenic; Peter Balakian, Professor, 
Colgate University, Armenian; Roger 
Ballou, President & CEO, CDI Corpora-
tion, English/Scottish/French; 
Salvatore A. Balsamo, Chairman, Tac 
World Wide Companies, Italian; Peggy 
L.S. Barmore, Assistant to the Presi-
dent, NYSUT, African/Irish; Peter J. 
Barris, Managing General Partner, New 
Enterprise Associates, Hellenic; An-
thony J. Bifaro, Assistant to the Presi-
dent, NYSUT, Italian; Michael Bolton, 
Bolton Music Company, Russian/
English; Capt. Craig E. Bone, Com-
manding Officer & Commander of the 
Port NY & NJ, Coast Guard Activities, 
English/Irish/German; George 
Boyadjieff, Chairman, Varco Inter-
national, Inc., Bulgarian/Russian; Al-
bert A. Boyajian, President & CEO, 
Global Bakeries, Inc., Armenian; Al-
bert A. Boyajian, President & CEO, 
Global Bakeries, Inc., Armenian; Ros-
coe C. Brown, Jr., President Emeritus, 
Bronx Community College—CUNY, Af-
rican; Bishop William Brown, Pastor, 
Founder & Chairman, Salvation & De-
liverance Church, South African; 

John A. Canning Jr., President, Madison 
Dearborn Partners, Irish/Italian; Terrel 
L. Cass, President & General Manager, 
WLIW 21—NY Public Television, Irish/
English; Myron Z. Chlavin, CEO, 
Desser Tire & Rubber Co., Austrian/
Latvian; Msgr. Eugene V. Clark, Rec-
tor, St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Irish/
Dutch; Maj. Gen. Richard S. Colt, Com-
mander, 77th Regional Support Com-
mand US Army Reserve, Scottish; 
Francis X. Comerford, President & 
General Manager, WNBC, Irish/Italian; 

Leo P. Condakes, President, Peter 
Condakes Co., Hellenic; Alexander A. 
Conti, Financial Representative, 
Northwestern Mutual Financial Net-
work, Italian; Thomas J. Corcoran, Jr., 
President & CEO, FelCor Lodging 
Trust Inc., English; Thomas M. Cough-
lin, President & CEO, Wal-Mart Stores 
& Sam’s Clubs USA, Irish; Hon. An-
thony J. Cutrona, Supreme Court Jus-
tice—NYS Supreme Court, 2nd Judicial 
Department, Italian; 

Salvatore A. Davino, President, Fidelity 
Land Development Corp., Italian; Com-
mander Carlos Del Toro, US Naval 
Forces, Cuban; Vincent DeMentri, An-
chor/Correspondent, WPIX–TV, Italian; 
John E. Durante, President, Rockledge 
Equities, Italian; Umberto P. Fedeli, 
Jr., President & CEO, The Fedeli 
Group, Italian; Charles A. Feghali, 
President, Interstate Resources, Inc., 
Lebanese; John J. Flynn, President, IU 
Bricklayers & Allied Craftsworkers, 
Irish; Colonel Warren J. Foersch, Com-
mander, First Marine Corps District—
US Marines, French/German/Irish; Hon. 
James S. Gallas, US Magistrate Judge, 
US District Court—Northern District 
of Ohio, Eastern Division, Hellenic; Lu-
ther R. Gatling, President, Budget & 
Credit Counseling Services, Inc., Afri-
can; Richard Goldstein, Chairman & 
CEO, International Flavors & Fra-
grances Inc., Russian; Hon. Joseph G. 
Golia, Associate Justice, Appellate 
Term, 2nd & 11th Judicial District, Su-
preme Court of the State of NY, 
Italian; John George Gonis, D.D.S., 
Chairman & President, Dental Associ-
ates, LTD, Hellenic; Andy Granatelli, 
Former CEO & President (Retired), 
STP Corporation, Italian; 

James T. Hackett, Chairman, President 
& CEO, Ocean Energy, Inc., Irish/Ger-
man; Val J. Halamandaris, Esq., Presi-
dent, National Association for 
Homecare & Hospice, Hellenic; Thomas 
E. Hales, Chairman, President & CEO, 
Union State Bank, Italian/Irish; Taek 
Sun Han, Founder & CEO, Han Yang 
Supermarket/Han Yang Cultural Cen-
ter/Morning Glory Stationery World, 
South Korean; Michael J. Handy, Di-
rector, Mayor’s Office of Veterans Af-
fairs, African/English/Native American; 
Russell Hotzler, Interim President, 
York College, CUNY, Italian/German; 
Sayed Jemal Houssein-Afghani, Inc., 
Humanitarian, Afghan/English; Ronald 
C. Jones, Secretary, United Federation 
of Teachers, Italian; 

Georgia Kaloidis, CEO, Diskal, Inc., Hel-
lenic; Frank S. Kamberos, Former VP 
Operations, Treasure Island Foods, 
Inc., Hellenic; I. Pano Karatassos, 
Founder/President, Buckhead Life Res-
taurant Group, Hellenic; Bruce E. 
Karatz, Chairman & CEO, KB Home, 
Russian; Elaine Kaufman, President, 
Elaine’s Restaurant, Russian; Stella 
Kim, Executive Vice President, By De-
sign L.L.C., South Korean; Michael B. 
Kitchen, President & CEO, CUNA Mu-
tual Group, Canadian; Thomas M. 
Lamberti, Esq., Partner, Putney, 
Twonbly, Hall & Hirson, LLP, Italian; 
Lou Lamoriello, President, CEO & Gen-
eral Manager, New Jersey Devils, CEO, 
NJ Nets, Italian; Henri Landwirth, 
Founder & Chairman, Give Kids the 
World & Dignity-U-Wear Foundation 
Inc., Belgian/Polish; Stewart F. Lane, 
President, Theatre Venture, Inc., Rus-
sian/Polish; A. Alexander Lari, Found-
er & Chairman, Claremont Group, LLC, 
Iranian; Denis Leary, President, The 
Leary Firefighters Foundation, Irish; 
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