July 23, 2003

NEGOTIATE A FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT WITH TAIWAN NOW

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, for over half a
century, Taiwan and the United States have
been close Trade partners. Last year, bilateral
trade between Taiwan and the United States
reached US $51 billion, making Taiwan our
8th largest trading partner. It is interesting to
note that bilateral trade between Taiwan and
the United States surpassed that of all of our
newest prospective free trade agreement part-
ners combined. It is therefore timely for us to
consider negotiating a free trade agreement
with Taiwan.

Our International Trade Commission re-
cently issued a report which showed net gains
totaling $3.4 billion for the U.S. economy from
a proposed agreement. Beneficiaries would in-
clude U.S. exporters of cars, auto parts, ma-
chinery and equipment, chemicals and plastic
products and certain foods. New opportunities
would be created for financial and educational
services.

Negotiations of a trade agreement would
serve long-term U.S. interests overseas. A
trade agreement with Taiwan would phase out
tariffs and other non-tariff barriers with Taiwan
and promote U.S. efforts to increase trade not
only with Taiwan but also with other countries
in the Pacific Rim.

We will build on the free trade agreements
already concluded with Chile and Singapore. It
is possible we will enter negotiations with Aus-
tralia and New Zealand, eventually reaching
the goal of a free trade zone in the region by
2010, as envisioned by the APEC Bogor Dec-
laration.

In short, Mr. Speaker, with Taiwan’s recent
accession to the World Trade Organization
and passage of Trade Promotion Authority for
the president, it is most appropriate for the
United States to reach out to Taiwan, a strong
friend and ally in the Pacific. We need to solid-
ify our long-term trade relations with Taiwan
by starting to negotiate a free trade agreement
with Taiwan now.

——————

HONORING MR. ROBERT SIDNEY
PHELAN

HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor Robert Sidney Phelan, a fine public
servant who has dedicated himself to the peo-
ple of Tennessee throughout his life as a loyal
citizen to our community.

Robert attended Peabody High School in
Trenton, Tennessee, where he excelled in
both basketball and football. Graduating in
1952, he received a football scholarship at the
University of Tennessee in Knoxville.

Dedicated to his family, Robert cut his col-
lege years short to return home and run the
family business, an automobile dealership he
ran for 50 years. In 1987, he received the
“Quality Care Award,” the highest award the
Ford Motor Company bestows on a dealer.
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Robert married Linda Gail Powell in 1958.
They are the proud parents of Robert Sidney
Phelan, Jr., Paul Edmund Phelan, and Mary
LeAnn Phelan. Robert and his wife have three
grandchildren and two step-grandchildren.

In 1963, Robert became the acting Post-
master while continuing to run his auto dealer-
ship. He also served in the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard, from which he retired as a First
Lieutenant.

Robert has long been active in helping our
community. With the help of U.S. Senator Jim
Sasser, Robert was instrumental in estab-
lishing a new National Guard Armory in 1991.
He was Exalted Ruler of the Trenton Elks
Lodge. As a fundraiser for the lodge, Robert
Started Walking Horse shows, which became
known as one of the best shows in West Ten-
nessee. Robert aided the lodge in buying land
and building their now existing lodge. Robert
served as President of the Trenton Chamber
of Commerce and he also won their pres-
tigious Citizen of the Year Award. He was also
a member of the Trenton Rotary Club.

He served as a member of the Gibson
County Election Commission for 36 years, de-
voting many of those years as Chairman. He
has served on the board of Trenton Housing
Authority for 34 years. He helped in forming
the Pinecrest Country Club and served on that
board, as well. He helped in forming the Tren-
ton Special School District, where years later
he helped replace the aging school building
with a new high school. Believing that Gibson
County could support a satellite community
college, Robert was instrumental in raising
money to fund Dyersburg State Community
College in Trenton. It is obvious that Robert
Phelan gives 100 percent of himself into ev-
erything asked of him for the people of Gibson
County and the State of Tennessee.

Robert has also served many years on the
Trenton Industrial Board. Robert served on the
board of Citizen State Bank, spending some of
that tenure as Chairman. Robert worked dili-
gently to form Citizen City and County Bank,
which opened in 1997. Robert now serves as
Chairman of the Board.

Throughout his life, Robert has always de-
voted hard work to the Democratic Party on a
local and statewide level. In 1974 Robert was
appointed Honorary Sergeant At Arms of the
Tennessee Senate. In 1975 was the Colonel
Aide de Camp on the Governor’s staff and a
1976 member of the West Tennessee Demo-
cratic Caucus. He worked for such statesmen
as Congressman Robert “Fats” Everett, Con-
gressman Ed Jones, Senator Jim Sasser and
Senator and Vice President Al Gore. He also
worked for Tennessee Governors Frank Clem-
ent, Bufford Ellington, Ray Blanton, Ned
McWhether and Phil Bredsen. Robert has also
worked for members of the Tennessee Gen-
eral Assembly, including his son, Paul Phelan,
who served for 10 years as a state represent-
ative.

Mr. Speaker, please join Robert's friends,
family and me as we recognize his dedication
and service to our community.
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IN MEMORY OF SALVATORE *‘‘SAL”’
FAZZINO

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, it is with a pro-
found sense of sadness that | rise to honor
the memory of a good and honorable man,
Salvatore “Sal” Fazzino, who passed away on
Saturday, July 19, 2003.

Sal Fazzino was a first generation American
whose parents immigrated from Sicily to Ellis
Island. Born in Middletown, Connecticut, Sal
served his country during World War Il and
was stationed in the Philippines. Upon return-
ing from the War, Sal vacationed in Florida
and met his future wife Dolores. They were
the proud parents of three sons: Gary, Wayne
and Brian, and a daughter, Donna.

It was his dedication to his children that in-
spired Sal in the mid-1960's to drive his family
across the country, moving to California. With-
out a job or any job prospects, Sal bought a
house in Palo Alto so that his children would
be the beneficiaries of the Palo Alto school
system.

With a high school education and vocational
training, Sal went to work at the Stanford Lin-
ear Accelerator Center repairing the facility’s
air conditioning. He became an avid follower
of local politics, guided by “Harry Truman-like
common sense.” One of his proudest mo-
ments was when his son Gary became the
Mayor of Palo Alto. He was a sound advisor
to his son, consistently reminding him of the
needs of the middle-class in Palo Alto . . .
many like himself who moved to the city when
it was predominately a middle class commu-
nity.
In 1994, Sal lost his wife Dolores. In spite
of this loss, Sal continued to be active in the
community through the Menlo Park ltalian-
American Social Club, and serving as Presi-
dent of the Amici Club. It was through the
Italian-American community that Sal met his
second wife, Mary, whom he was married to
for the past five years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues in the
House to join me in honoring Sal Fazzino and
extending our condolences to his family. His
life exemplifies the best of America . . . serv-
ing his country in uniform, raising four fine
children, taking risks so that their future would
be better, and giving back to his community.
Sal Fazzino distinguished himself as a loving
husband, a great father and a proud citizen of
the country he loved. We, in return today, pay
tribute to a great American.

————————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN POLIT-
ICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION CON-
GRESSIONAL FELLOWSHIP PRO-
GRAM

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
offer my sincerest congratulations to the
American Political Science Association on the
50th anniversary of its Congressional Fellow-
ship Program. | am also personally deeply
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grateful to the APSA for the privilege of work-
ing with one of the program’s most talented
fellows this year, Dr. Frances Lee of Case
Western Reserve University.

Frances has been a true delight and an in-
valuable asset to my office. Both my staff and
| feel honored to have had a chance to benefit
from her many-faceted intelligence, her
unstinting hard work, and her ever-cheerful
demeanor. In her short time with us, she has
worked on several projects of both local and
national impact that are of special importance
to my constituents back in the Fifth District.

For example, Frances took principal respon-
sibility in preparing a comment letter to the In-
ternal Revenue Service, protesting its “pre-
certification” proposal for recipients of the
Earned Income Tax Credit. This credit pro-
vides approximately $89 million in refunds to
the hard-working families of my district each
year, and its benefit to my constituents cannot
be overstated. Frances worked with both local
and national community groups and advocates
to help raise awareness of the IRS proposal,
which would have imposed an onerous bu-
reaucratic burden on EITC beneficiaries by re-
quiring them to “register” for this credit in ad-
vance. Frances meticulously researched the
details of the IRS plan and crafted a well-writ-
ten and persuasive letter urging the IRS to re-
consider the impact of its proposal. Her efforts
have drawn not only attention from the media
but the interest of community groups in Nash-
ville, who are now working with our office to
make free tax assistance more readily avail-
able in our community. | cannot thank her
enough for what her work will do to help en-
sure that my constituents continue to receive
the tax credits they have earned through their
hard work.

In addition to this effort, Frances provided
our office with valuable assistance and advice
on issues as varied as diversity in media own-
ership, prescription drugs and Medicare and
social security. She also worked on projects
critical to local economic development and
charity.

Both my staff and | will miss Frances deep-
ly, and on behalf of my staff, | wish her the
very best in all of her future endeavors. And
to the APSA for granting us the opportunity to
work with Frances, | again offer my sincerest
thanks.

——————

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AMERICAN POLIT-
ICAL SCIENCE ASSOCIATION CON-
GRESSIONAL FELLOWSHIP PRO-
GRAM

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to take a moment to draw attention to the
50th anniversary of the American Political
Science Association (APSA) Congressional
Fellowship Program.

The goal of the APSA Congressional Fel-
lowship Program is simple: to help participants
better understand Congress. It is the oldest
such program on Capitol Hill, designed to
place highly skilled professionals from a broad
spectrum of backgrounds in congressional of-
fices for nine months as legislative aides. Over
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the years, the highly selective, nonpartisan
program has grown from its beginnings with
six fellows in 1953 to the current program,
which selects between 40 and 45 profes-
sionals who have built impressive records of
accomplishment as political scientists, journal-
ists, sociologists, domestic and foreign policy
government specialists, health policy experts
and international scholars. The relationship
between the fellow and the Members of Con-
gress is a symbiotic one as Members obtain
access to new sources of expertise, while fel-
lows obtain first-hand perspectives about life
on the Hill. There is, after all, no substitute for
practical experience to understand Congress
as a living institution. | wish to place on record
my support for it.

| have had the privilege to be associated
with two APSA fellows in my office during the
time | have been serving in the House of Rep-
resentatives. As it turns out both are female
journalists from foreign countries. Fardah
Assegaf from Indonesia worked at the Na-
tional News Agency of Indonesia, and served
in my office in 1993. Michelle Phipps-Evans
from Trinidad and Tobago worked at the
Washington Afro American Newspapers and is
serving this year. Both have been invaluable
in the levels of writing and researching they
have brought to the table. Each acted as full
members of my staff advising me on various
issues.

Other enrichment opportunities continue
through the program with the Wilson Seminar
Series, which augment the legislative experi-
ence with speakers closely involved in the leg-
islative process. A state-federal legislative
comparative program at the State House in
Annapolis, Maryland, and the Canadian Par-
liamentary Exchange provide further edu-
cation. During the Canadian exchange, fellows
provide their northern colleagues with a one-
week orientation to Congress and receive a
similar program through the House of Com-
mons in Ottawa, Canada.

Upon completion of the year on Capitol Hill,
which often includes experience in both the
House and Senate, the fellows return to their
previous employment where their under-
standing of the political process becomes inte-
grated and disseminated, with a kind of ripple
effect among their colleagues. This knowledge
of the workings of government enhances their
future participation in the democratic process.

Mr. Speaker, | salute the APSA Congres-
sional Fellowship Program, which has given
over 1,800 individuals what can only be called
an “opportunity of a lifetime.”

CARICOM
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 22, 2003

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, last February,
members of the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM) met to discuss the prospect of
creating a single Caribbean market economy.
In mid-April, members of the Organization of
Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), a
CARICOM subgroup, gathered to examine a
similar proposal. Despite widespread enthu-
siasm among OECS members for economic
integration, CARICOM participants Jamaica,
Barbados, and other non-OECS members
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have expressed their reservations. In re-
sponse to strains caused by declining tourist
revenue and highly competitive pricing in the
tropical fruit sector, some of the smaller East-
ern Caribbean islands are recognizing that
their interests and the interests of other
CARICOM members do not always fully coin-
cide. The disagreements between OECS
members and the remainder of the CARICOM
states merit adequate attention on Washing-
ton’s part if the final product of FTAA negotia-
tions is to result in maximum economic bene-
fits for our own citizens and for our neighbors
to the South, including, of course, the English-
speaking Caribbean.

As the economies of the region find them-
selves under increasing stress, and as diplo-
matic negotiations for the proposed Free
Trade Area of the Americas marches onward,
it seems clearer than ever that careful atten-
tion must be paid to the delicate economic re-
lationships presently maintained by each of
the hemispheric nations, both small and large.
If the world’s economy is to recover from its
present downturn, and if future economic
slumps are to be averted, planners must rec-
ognize that support for total economic integra-
tion is far from universal. They must strive to
understand the reasons behind dissent, where
it exists, and the reasons for support, where it
thrives. It may very well be that principles of
free trade can be implemented more effec-
tively in some places rather than in others,
where local economic fundamentals do not en-
tirely coincide with those of the main players,
like the U.S.

The following research memorandum was
authored by Justin Vance, a research asso-
ciate with the Washington-based Council on
Hemispheric Affairs (COHA), a nonpartisan,
tax-exempt organization that has long been
committed to addressing issues associated
with human rights, democracy and economic
justice throughout the western hemisphere.

Fueled by a greater sense of urgency re-
garding the forging of a single market econ-
omy than some of their neighbors and fellow
members in the Caribbean Community
(CARICOM), the prime ministers of the Orga-
nization of the Eastern Caribbean States
(OECS) met in mid-April 2003 to discuss the
future of their economic relations. The seven
permanent members of the OECS are Anti-
gua and Barbuda, Dominica, Grenada,
Montserrat, St. Kitts and Nevis, St. Lucia,
and St. Vincent and the Grenadines. Their
governments have already passed EU-style
measures that allow people to move freely
across each other’s borders. New passports
for the Eastern Caribbean States are ex-
pected to be issued by 2004, while Antigua,
St. Kitts, Montserrat, and St. Vincent have
further accelerated their economic integra-
tion by also allowing the free movement of
labor within the island group. The necessary
planning to implement a single market econ-
omy would obviously take longer, but the
group hopes to implement its integration by
2005. ““This is only advancing by two years
what is really going to take place,” said St.
Vincent Prime Minister Ralph Gonsalves,
possibly alluding to the fact that CARICOM
is aiming for its own single market economy
by 2007, only two years after its original
date.

Most people tend to associate the Carib-
bean with stunning beaches and refreshing
oceans. Some insist it is as close to paradise
as one can find. Indeed, the Caribbean is-
lands have plentiful resources and boast a
soil structure that is perfect for growing a
wide array of crops. Despite these riches,
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