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unique, effective ways. Serving an educational
institution is truly a noble calling and Ross’ 32
years of service are truly a remarkable accom-
plishment. Thank you, Ross, for the service
you have provided our community. | wish you
all the best in your retirement.

———
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 16, 2003

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2691) making ap-
propriations for the Department of the Inte-
rior and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2004, and for other pur-
poses:

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong
support of this Amendment, which would pro-
vide much needed funding increases for the
National Endowments for the Arts and the Hu-
manities. These organizations provide national
recognition and support to projects of cultural
significance and education that preserve and
enhance our Nation’s heritage.

The importance of supporting and sustaining
the arts is especially critical for our young peo-
ple, who perform much better in school when
their academic programs are combined with
music, dance, drama or the visual arts. In fact,
the No Child Left Behind Act specifically lists
the arts as one of the core subjects that all
schools should teach.

But ensuring adequate support for the arts
is not simply about providing cultural enrich-
ment or enhancing educational opportunities.
It is also about ensuring the economic well-
being of our communities. The nonprofit arts
industry alone generates $134 billion annually
in economic activity and $10.5 billion in federal
tax revenue.

The National Endowments for the Arts and
Humanities are worthwhile investments of our
federal tax dollars, and | strongly support the
Slaughter-Dicks amendment to increase their
funding by $15 million.

———

HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HOLLYWOOD
HEIGHTS VOLUNTEER FIRE DE-
PARTMENT

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 50th Anniversary of the Hollywood Heights
Fire Department.

In December, 1952, a group of local men
decided that the area needed a Fire Depart-
ment. The first charter members, Jack Frost,
John Hurt, Roy Reynolds, Neal Butler, W.
Gebbard, John Sharp, Jack Caldwell, Bob Wil-
liams, Oma Rust, Walter Leicht and Guy An-
derson went door-to-door and business-to-
business asking for donations to start a new
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Fire Department to serve
Heights community.

On August 26, 1953, the Hollywood Heights
Volunteer Fire Department was officially
formed. Several of the Department’s charter
members put their own homes up for collateral
to purchase the first fire truck for the depart-
ment, which was a 1953 International. While
this new truck was being built, Towers Fire
Apparatus let the department borrow a 1937
Studebaker Fire Truck, which contained a
300-gallon water holding tank.

Hollywood Heights’ first Fire House was lo-
cated at the Community Center next to Holly-
wood Heights School from 1953 until 1955.
The Department held picnics and bake sales
to purchase the present property and a two
bay building. A larger two bay building was
built in 1963 to allow for additional space,
which provided a meeting room, offices and
expanded bay areas for the rescue and brush
fire truck.

In 1976, the department started holding a
bingo on Monday nights at the Madison Coun-
ty Fireman’s Hall. The department had to bor-
row the money to start the bingo from a local
businessman. This fund raising program has
grown into the department’s biggest source of
income and has paid for another addition to
the Fire House in 1976 and the purchase of
trucks and additional equipment that are in
use today.

The department has continued to remain an
active part of the Hollywood Heights commu-
nity. The department sponsors a free Easter
egg hunt, holiday pictures with Santa Claus,
various fire fighting demonstrations and dona-
tions to the Hollywood Heights Elementary
School, the Shriners Hospital and the
Caseyville Food Pantry.

Today, the department has over 25 mem-
bers with a ladder truck, two front line pump-
ers, one rescue truck, one Brush/Mini pumper
and an in-house cascade system to meet the
department’s needs. They continue to add
modern state-of-the-art fire fighting equipment
to the department and play a major part in
their community and the area.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring the 50th Anniversary of the Holly-
wood Heights Volunteer Fire Department and
recognize the great work that it does in the
community to benefit the health, safety and
welfare of its citizens.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JEREMY
KOSELAK

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege
today to recognize an outstanding educator
from my district. Jeremy Koselak of Pueblo,
Colorado is my state’s recipient of the Educa-
tor of the Year Award given out by the Colo-
rado Association of Family and Children Agen-
cies. Jeremy was an obvious choice for the
award, as he has dedicated his time and ef-
forts to teaching troubled children the skills
they need to be successful in life.

Jeremy recently completed his first year at
El Pueblo Boys and Girls Ranch, a school de-
signed to help children escape problems that
have plagued them in the past. Jeremy teach-
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es mathematics, and the difficulty of the sub-
ject means many students need special atten-
tion. Some need help with general arithmetic
and some need help with high school level
math, like algebra and geometry. These dif-
ferences have allowed Jeremy to take a
unique approach to general math skills. He
tries to incorporate real world applications,
such as balancing a checkbook. Jeremy in-
stills a positive work ethic in his students; he
makes them believe they can succeed and
then helps them to do it.

Jeremy loves his job at El Pueblo, where he
develops close relationships with his students.
Because the kids come from troubled back-
grounds, Jeremy makes himself available as a
teacher, friend, and role model. He commonly
spends extra time with his students, providing
them opportunities they would not otherwise
enjoy. He recently took some of his students
to the University of Colorado—Colorado
Springs to compete in a math competition.

Mr. Speaker, the students at El Pueblo Boys
and Girls Ranch include many less fortunate
youth, but Jeremy Koselak’s innovation and
hard work have greatly improved their chance
of success in the classroom and in life. Jer-
emy has made Pueblo and the State of Colo-
rado proud, and | am truly honored to recog-
nize him here today. Congratulations, Jeremy,
keep up the good work and | wish you all the
best in your future endeavors.

——

COMMENDING THE HOLY SPIRIT
HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS CREW TEAM
ON THEIR PEABODY CUP CHAM-
PIONSHIP AT THE HENLEY RE-
GATTA

HON. FRANK A. LoBIONDO

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend the members and coaches of the
Holy Spirit High School Girls’ Crew Team of
Absecon, New Jersey on their winning the
coveted Peabody Cup world championship at
the 16th Annual Henley Women's Regatta
held at Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, Eng-
land on June 22, 2003. The girls’ varsity eight
defeated the Kingston Grammar School in the
final 1,500 meter race by two boat lengths in
a time of five minutes, eighteen seconds. This
victory in the final came just hours after Holy
Spirit defeated the British national junior
champion team in the morning semifinal.

Holy Spirit's proud championship tradition is
well-known in the world’s rowing community
and this team has upheld and enhanced that
tradition with their victory this year. They have
a direct link with another world championship
Holy Spirit crew. Their coach, Joe Welsh, was
a member of the Holy Spirit boys’ crew team
that won a world championship at Henley in
1976. No doubt, the achievements of the girls’
varsity eight in the 2003 Henley are a wel-
come addition to the Holy Spirit championship
tradition and will serve to inspire young row-
ers.

| congratulate Coach Welsh and the mem-
bers of the Holy Spirit girls’ varsity eight—bow
Robin Cascoli, Kristen Haneman, Robyn Bren-
nan, Jen Maslanka, Andrea Haneman, Eileen
Welsh, Christa Laquinta, stroke Teri
Francesco and coxswain Jamie Marcone—on
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their victory at the Henley Women'’s Regatta to
become world champions and offer on behalf
of all the residents of the Second Congres-
sional District of New Jersey our appreciation
for their achievements.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CELIA
CRUZ

HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. ROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise tonight
to pay tribute to the “Queen of Salsa,” Celia
Cruz. Ms. Cruz passed away yesterday at her
home in Fort Lee, New Jersey, which is lo-
cated in my Congressional District. She is sur-
vived by her husband Pedro Knight.

Born in Havana, Cuba, Celia Cruz fled to
the United States to free herself of the brutal
dictatorship of Fidel Castro. She became a
United States citizen in 1961, and refused to
return to her homeland as long as Castro re-
mained in power. She did, however, attempt to
return to Cuba for her father's funeral, but
Castro refused to give her permission to at-
tend.

Celia Cruz is widely considered to be a pio-
neer of salsa—reinventing and bringing Latin
music to its now more familiar sound of up-
beat vigorous dance rhythms and rich musical
flavors. She was a true performer. Her power-
ful alto voice carried her concerts, which were
accompanied by sensational dancing that al-
ways seemed to lift audience members from
their seats as they joined along.

With a genuine love of life and passion for
family and friends, Celia Cruz represented the
true spirit of the Latin people through her
music. Her music spread across the world.
From Latin America to Asia, the music of Celia
Cruz touched the lives of countless people of
all races, religions, and ethnicities.

Throughout her six decade-long career, in
which she recorded more than 70 albums and
performed in 10 movies, Celia Cruz received
many great honors, including a star on Holly-
wood’'s Walk of Fame, five Grammy Awards,
two Latin Grammy Awards, a Lifetime
Achievement Award from the Smithsonian In-
stitution and the National Medal of Arts, which
President Clinton awarded her in 1994. Celia
Cruz also received honorary doctorates from
Yale University, the University of Miami, and
Florida International University. Additionally,
streets in Costa Rica, Mexico, Miami, and
New York bear her name.

The world has suffered a great loss with the
passing of Celia Cruz. But the world is a much
richer place thanks to the timeless music that
she gave all of us, which will surely be passed
on from generation to generation. To all of her
fans from around and the world, and to Celia
Cruz herself who is still with us in spirit and
looking down upon us from heaven, | say,
Azucar!

KETER BETTS IS SEVENTY-FIVE
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, hard work,
persistence, and passion are all trademarks of
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a great musician. Noted as one of the most
accomplished bassists of our time, Keter Betts
stands among the rare musicians who exude
a very special aura. A native of Port Chester,
New York, Betts possessed the drive and pas-
sion for music at an early age. Betts credits a
local parade event as a major spark in his
love for jazz music. After that event, Keter was
certain that the drum would be his lifelong mu-
sical companion. Although Keter worked hard
and mastered drumming, after a while, Betts
grew tired of carrying his drums up many
flights of stairs and found that the bass would
serve as a more comparable instrument. He
did not know that this decision would many
years later bring him to the forefront of jazz
music.

Keter Betts established himself in jazz
music as an exemplar of excellence in musi-
cianship. His extraordinary career spanning six
decades, numerous recordings, and musical
genius all stand as a monument to his con-
tribution to jazz. Mr. Betts’ professional career
began in Washington DC, working with New
York native and tenor saxophonist Carmen
Leggio. Just fresh out of high school, Keter
played his first gig with Leggio at the age of
19. This thirteen week gig in the heart of
Washington, DC would set the stage for Betts
to travel the world impressing listeners and
musical scholars alike with his command of
the acoustic bass.

Keter has performed with Jazz icons includ-
ing Duke Ellington, Dinah Washington, Earl
Bostic, Woody Herman, Cannonball Adderly,
Charlie Byrd, and an impressive twenty four
year career with the legendary Ella Fitzgerald.
Keter's melodic thumping bass lines can be
heard on many of her recordings. In addition,
Mr. Betts has time and time again enhanced
the musical recordings of numerous Jazz art-
ists and has been a performer on over one
hundred recordings including those of Count
Basie, Tommy Flanagan, Sam Jones, and
Kenny Burrell, among several others. More-
over, Mr. Betts also recorded a solo CD on his
own label entitled Bass, Buddies, and Blues
(1998).

He and his wife Mildred made Washington
DC their home as newlyweds in 1953. Here
they raised a family of five children. Through-
out the years, Keter has committed himself to
contributing to the greater Washington, DC
metropolitan area. Within the academic com-
munity, Keter has worked with the Washington
Performing Arts Society’s Concerts in Schools
Program, the Wolf Trap Foundation for the
Performing Arts and the HeadStart program.
In addition, Keter spends time imparting to fu-
ture Jazz legends by serving as a music lec-
turer at Howard University.

Keter Betts’ numerous commendations for
his excellence in jazz further demonstrate his
positive relationship with the Washington, DC
community. Keter has been inducted into the
Washington Area Music Association Hall of
Fame. Mr. Betts has also been honored with
the Linowes Leadership Award from the Com-
munity Foundation for the National Capital Re-
gion, the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation Living
Legacy Jazz Award and most recently he was
selected to receive the Mid-Atlantic Arts Foun-
dation’s 2003 Living Legacy Jazz Award.

Keter has shared his musical gift with inter-
national audiences and has performed on
stages in South America, Europe, the Middle
East and numerous stages across the United
States. Through his musical genius, has and
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continues to captivate, motivate, and inspire
current and future generations. We are glad
that his family and friends are sharing this
special day with him and we pause to remem-
ber his loving wife who passed away in 2000.
On this day of celebration, we commemorate
the contributions of Keter Betts and wish him
all of the best on his 75th birthday.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO SAM
STAPLETON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
stand before this body of Congress and this
nation today to pay tribute to a dedicated com-
munity servant from my district, Sam Stapleton
of Aspen, Colorado. Sam has overseen the
Aspen Fire District Board for 50 years, many
of them as its President. His hard work and
determination have created a top-notch volun-
teer department that protects 87 square miles
of land in and around Aspen. Fifty years of
service is truly a remarkable feat, and | join
with my colleagues in offering our congratula-
tions and appreciation to Sam today.

Before joining the fire board, Sam and his
wife Elizabeth raised sheep and cattle on the
family ranch. As a landowner, Sam knew first-
hand the vulnerability that he and his neigh-
bors had to wildfire. When he was approached
to become a member of the board in 1953,
Sam jumped at the opportunity. There, he
helped turn the Aspen Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment into an effective, efficient force. Sam
was instrumental in the purchase of a new,
fully functional fire engine, and three new sta-
tions. Today the department owns and oper-
ates over $4 million in equipment, assets that
provide Aspen with needed protection.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to recognize Sam
Stapleton’s accomplishments before this Con-
gress and this nation. His hard work has
helped make the community safer, and helped
to protect some of the most beautiful land in
the United States. Thank you, Sam, for the
service you have provided our community. |
wish you all the best in the years to come.

——————

HONORING THE QUEEN OF SALSA,
CELIA CRUZ

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 17, 2003

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legendary Celia Cruz, who passed
away of cancer on July 16, 2003, at the age
of 78.

| join with the people of my district and other
citizens of the global community in mourning
the loss of the woman who was rightly called
“La Reina de la Salsa.” | recall fondly her solo
and group performances with many musical
greats, but in particular the ones with my late
dear friend, Tito Puente. | recall most notably
her performances at the John F. Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. during the
Americanos Festival and the Hispanic Herit-
age Awards.
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