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must stand by Israel, our strongest ally in the
Middle East, in its fight against the terrorist or-
ganizations that seek to destroy the peace.
We must maintain our commitment to Israel’'s
security and the safety of its citizens.

Peace must come with security, not in spite
of it. Israel has always made a sincere com-
mitment to peace in the region. Many times its
commitment to peace has come at the ex-
pense of innocent life. Before the process can
move forward, we must compel the Palestinian
authority to take immediate and effective steps
to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure on the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. Only then can we
come to a peaceful solution of this conflict in
which Israel, the Jewish State, can live side by
side with a democratic Palestinian State in
peace and security.

TRIBUTE TO MAYOR PAUL
BAUMUNK

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the mayor of Lindenhurst, lllinais,
Paul Baumunk, whose outstanding leadership
and commitment to community service has
significantly ~ benefited the people of
Lindenhurst.

A longtime resident of Lindenhurst, Mayor
Paul Baumunk served as a teacher in Lake
County for 31 years, both with the Lake Forest
High School and the College of Lake County
Vocational Center. He also served as a mem-
ber of the Lindenhurst Plan Commission and
the Lindenhurst Lakes Commission. In addi-
tion, Paul somehow found the time to partici-
pate in the Chamber of Commerce, the
Lindenhurst Men’s Club, the Lyons Club and
in VFW Post #4894.

Although he has always been a devoted
public servant, Paul has always held his family
as a top priority. He and Joy, his wife of 32
years, originally settled in the community of
Lindenhurst in 1977 to raise their son Philip
and daughter Amy. Paul’'s retirement will allow
him to spend more time with his family, some-
thing he will greatly cherish.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and my other
distinguished colleagues join me in congratu-
lating Mayor Paul Baumunk on his retirement
after 12 years of diligent service to the Village
of Lindenhurst, lllinois. Paul has been a valu-
able member of the community for which he
cares so deeply, and his service will be greatly
missed. | wish him the best of luck in future
endeavors, and | know he will enjoy his retire-
ment for many years to come.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. ERNIE FLETCHER

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. FLETCHER. Mr. Speaker, on Wednes-
day, June 25, 2003, had | been present for
Rollcall Vote No.'s 312, 313, 314, 315, 316,
and 317, | would have voted the following
way: Rollcall Vote No. 312, S. 858—"Yea;”
Rollcall Vote No. 313, H.R. 2474—"Yea;” Roll-
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call Vote No. 314, H.J. Res. 49—"“Yea;” Roll-
call Vote No. 315, H. Con. Res. 49—"Yea;”
Rollcall Vote No. 316, H. Res. 199—“Yea;”
Rollcall Vote No. 317, H. Res. 294—"Yea.”

———

THE U.S. SUPREME COURT DECI-
SION ON AFFIRMATIVE ACTION
IN HIGHER EDUCATION

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to applaud
the Supreme Court’s decision to uphold affirm-
ative action. The Court’s ruling this week was
a tremendous victory for all those who believe
that diversity is one of our nation’'s greatest
strengths.

The historical significance of this important
ruling cannot be underestimated. For millions
of minority students—Latino, African-Amer-
ican, Native American—it means the oppor-
tunity at a better education, higher wages, and
a promising future.

The Court’s ruling is especially important to
Latinos, our nation’s fastest growing and now
largest minority group. Fewer than 10 percent
of college-age Latinos pursues higher edu-
cation. Only 16 percent of Latinos between the
ages of 25-29 have bachelor's degrees.
Clearly, many challenges remain to increase
Latino enrollment at colleges and universities
across the country. Affirmative action is key to
breaking down the barriers to higher education
for Latinos.

Affirmative action is not only beneficial to
minority students, but also to non-minority stu-
dents. Greater diversity on our college cam-
puses ultimately produces students who are
better equipped to thrive in an economy and
society that is increasingly multicultural. As
Justice O’Connor noted in the Court’'s deci-
sion, the future of our nation relies on leaders
who are comfortable with “diverse people, cul-
tures, ideas and viewpoints.” O’Connor was
most likely influenced in her opinion by an un-
likely coalition of business, military, civil rights,
and education groups that urged the Court to
uphold affirmative action because its produces
leaders who are prepared for today’s increas-
ingly global economy.

The country’s highest court has ruled that
race may be a factor in college admissions
because the nation has a compelling need for
racial and ethnic diversity on our college cam-
puses. The ruling calls into question race-neu-
tral affirmative action plans used in several
states, including my own state of California
where there has been a 39 percent increase
in the rejection of Latino freshman applicants
to California public universities since the
state’'s race-neutral plan was implemented.
Given the Supreme Court's decision, | hope
California will review and revise its affirmative
action policies so that public universities in my
state truly reflect the state’'s very diverse pop-
ulation. The Court has spoken about the im-
portance of diversity. Now should California.

Throughout the United States, there are mil-
lions of Latinos and Latinas who want to suc-
ceed. They want equal educational and eco-
nomic opportunities. The Court’'s ruling pro-
vides great hope for these young people.
Again, | applaud the Court for this landmark
decision.
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CONDEMNING TERRORISM IN-
FLICTED ON ISRAEL SINCE
AQABA SUMMIT AND EXPRESS-
ING SOLIDARITY WITH THE
ISRAELI PEOPLE

SPEECH OF

HON. RON KIND

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 25, 2003

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
press my concern over the recent terrorism
conducted by Palestinian extremists against
the citizens of the state of Israel. This comes
just weeks after a groundbreaking summit
where both Palestinians and Israelis came to-
gether and agreed to the Road Map to Peace.
It is most unfortunate that one small sect of
extremists shake the relationship between the
two.

My colleagues and | mourn the loss of 22
innocent Israeli citizens who have fallen victim
to this terror since the summit. In addition, we
morn the loss of the dozens of civilian Pal-
estinians who have also died as a result of
terrorism. These lives, | believe, should also
be mentioned.

Mr. Speaker, | will vote in favor of this
measure today, but | think we missed a great
opportunity to send a clear message that this
Congress is fully committed, along with the
President, in support of the Roadmap for
Peace. The Roadmap recognizes the impor-
tance of including both Israelis and Palestin-
ians in establishing much desired peace in the
region. While the Roadmap may have its
flaws, | believe it is the only way to get both
parties back on the track to peace.

The people of the United States stand firm
in our commitment to the security and health
of a democratic Israel. We must continue to
do all we can to promote negotiations to ad-
vance the peace process in the Middle East.
Together we can root out the terrorism that
plagues the region and move forward with one
goal in mind, peace.

—————

TRIBUTE TO FRAN AND MARIE
BONNER

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSLYVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize two very exceptional people | am
proud to call my constituents as they reach a
milestone that has become more and more
rare in today's world. Fran and Marie Bonner
recently celebrated their 40th wedding anni-
versary. Even more uncommon is their stead-
fast dedication to public service, giving back to
their community and fellow citizens. | am hon-
ored to highlight the achievements of two peo-
ple who have contributed so much to North-
eastern Pennsylvania.

Francis Peter Bonner and Marie Ann Clatch
were engaged on Christmas day in 1961.
They met in 1959 at The Madison Restaurant
in Hazleton when Fran was registering Marie
to vote. His first words to her were “Are you
registered to vote?” When she said no he
promptly registered her as a Democrat, and
she has been both his girl and a Democrat
ever since.
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Marie, daughter of Fred Clatch and Jenny
Corra was married to Francis, son of Miles
Bonner and Mary Hannigan, on June 23, 1963
by Father Thomas Hannigan, at Our Lady of
Grace Church in Hazleton. They have been
Pennsylvania residents all of their married
lives. First in Secane, then in Berwyn, then in
Harrisburg and now in Hazleton. They have a
daughter, Mary Patricia, who currently resides
in Washington, DC with her husband Roy
Eichler.

Marie and Fran have led remarkable lives in
the arena of public service. Marie has been a
homemaker all her life and very active in her
daughter’'s school and after school programs.
She has done a considerable amount of vol-
unteer work for both the Harrisburg School
system and St. Margaret Mary’s Church. She
remains a terrific role model for the many chil-
dren she has encountered throughout her vol-
unteering career.

Fran has been extremely active in local and
state government, serving in a senior position
in Governor Milton Schapp’s Administration
and later on the Unemployment Compensation
Board during the Governor Robert Casey’s
Administration. He has been extremely active
in the Hazleton Community serving as the
Chairman of St. Joseph’s Hospital Board, and
as a Trustee for the Anthracite Health and
Welfare Fund for 15 years. It is no surprise he
was bestowed the honor of “Hazletonian of
the Year.”

Fran also served on the White House ad-
hoc Anthracite committee in 1980 and was a
Member of the Marketing Panel for the Gov-
ernor's Coal Conference that same year. In
1977 he was a member of the United States
Department of Energy Anthracite Task Force
and throughout the 1970s he served on both
the Governor’'s Energy Council and the Penn-
sylvania Industrial Development Authority. He
has been active in the Philadelphia Fellowship
Commission and the Hazleton City Planning
and Zoning board. He was also the Deputy
State Chairman of the Democratic State Com-
mittee and the Assistant Director of the Urban
Studies Program at the University of Villanova.

The Pennsylvania House of Representatives
recognized Fran for directing the recovery ef-
forts of the Kocher mine disaster in 1976. He
has testified on the advancement of anthracite
coal before both the U.S. Congress and Penn-
sylvania Legislature.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to showcase the
achievements of these two special residents of
Pennsylvania’s 11th Congressional District
and ask my colleagues to join me both in cele-
brating their 40 years of marriage and in wish-
ing them many more happy years together.

———

RECOGNIZING CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER DAVID WILLIAMS, U.S.
ARMY APACHE HELICOPTER
PILOT AND PRISONER OF WAR,
ON HIS  VALIANT BRAVERY
OVERSEAS

HON. J. RANDY FORBES

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Chief Warrant Officer David Wil-

liams, U.S. Army Apache helicopter pilot who
was a Prisoner of War during Operation Iraqi
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Freedom. Iragi forces detained him for 21
days as a POW after his helicopter was
grounded near Karbala, Irag. Williams valiantly
fought and survived imprisonment after being
captured.

Chief Warrant Officer Williams moved to
Hampton Roads in 1981 with his family and
grew up in Chesapeake, Virginia. From early
childhood, David was always enthralled with
planes and the magic of air flight. After grad-
uating from Great Bridge High School in
Chesapeake, Williams enrolled in community
college and joined the Army as a full time re-
servist. After spending two years as a crew
chief on a med-evac Huey helicopter, Williams
searched for a bigger challenge. He was as-
signed to the Army’s 106th Special Operations
Aviation Regiment and also went through Sur-
vival, Evasion, Resistance and Escape school
while traveling the world doing preparatory
combat missions.

Next week, we will welcome back David Wil-
liams to his hometown of Chesapeake, Vir-
ginia with a host of events and celebrations for
his heroic return. We are pleased to salute
him for protecting our flag and our freedom.
The Independence Day holiday is a perfect
time to show our deep appreciation to this
brave citizen and soldier who spent his child-
hood in the Fourth District of Virginia.

Williams showed tremendous bravery and
commitment to his country while held by his
Iragi captors. Today we recognize him for his
unwavering patriotism and dedication to both
his job and the American people.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Chief Warrant Officer David Williams for his
bravery and dedication abroad, his service to
Chesapeake, the Commonwealth of Virginia,
and the American people.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JIM SAXTON

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, June
25, 2003, | was unable to cast my vote for roll-
call numbers 312, 313, 314, 315, 316, and
317 due to the fact that | was attending a fu-
neral for my dear friend from Arizona, Rep-
resentative Bob Stump.

Had | been presented, | would have voted
“aye” for all 6 votes.

—

LEGISLATION ADDRESSES SHOCK-
ING PROBLEM OF PRISON RAPE

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | recently shared
with our colleagues several personal accounts
related by survivors of the brutal and inhu-
mane act of sexual assault in our nation’s pris-
ons.

H.R. 1707, the Prison Rape Reduction Act
of 2003, focuses attention on the growing
problem of prison rape. | was pleased to co-
author this legislation with my Virginia col-
league, Rep. Bobby Scott. The bill is pending
mark-up in the House Judiciary Committee
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and we are hopeful that it will be on the
House floor soon. | believe in being tough on
crime. But this has nothing to do with being
tough on crime. It has everything to do with
human dignity and ending deliberate indiffer-
ence toward sexual assaults in prisons, main-
taining order in prisons, and reducing social
and economic costs to a society left to deal
with physically and psychologically damaged
former inmates.

Today | want to share additional stories
from those whose lives have been forever
changed by the sexual assaults happening
every day in the prisons in our country.

Imagine knowing that someone you love is
being repeatedly raped, abused, and degraded
and that there is little to nothing that you
can do about it.

For the last two and a half years, my fam-
ily and | have been paralyzed by this knowl-
edge and our inability to stop the rape and
abuse.

My name is Vivian Edwards and | am here
to tell you about my nephew, Roderick John-
son. In my family, he goes by Keith.

Keith is a Navy veteran and was impris-
oned in Marshall, Texas in January of 2000
for a non-violent crime. He wrote a $300
check even though he knew that he did not
have the funds to cover this amount, vio-
lating the terms of his parole for a burglary
that he committed over 10 years ago.

From the beginning, my nephew knew that
being a gay man put him at risk, so he in-
formed prison officials that he was gay in
hopes that he would be offered protection.
My nephew was offered no protection. While
at Allred, he was placed in the general popu-
lation.

He might as well have been put in a lions’
den. He was immediately given the name
““CoCo”’ by the other inmates which made it
clear to all inmates that he was available for
sexual exploitation. The prison officials also
began to call Keith by this nickname and
would refer to him as ‘‘she’” or “*her.”

Keith was raped by a member of the gang
called ‘Gangster Disciples’ in early October
2000. My nephew informed prison officials
about what had happened and that he feared
for his life. He asked for medical attention.
He was denied help and denied medical as-
sistance. They told him that medical care
was only available for an emergency. My
nephew was raped! How can someone say
that is not an emergency?

Soon after the rape, things just got worse
for my nephew. Hernandez began ‘sharing’
Keith with other inmates, and Keith lit-
erally became a sex slave.

Keith wrote to several of his family mem-
bers from prison. He was afraid to tell most
of us that he was being severely sexually
abused. But the letters started to change,
and he eventually told us what was hap-
pening. | can still remember reading the
words: ‘““they make me do things | don’t want
to do” and just crying. He told us that he
feared for his life.

We called the prison to find out what was
going on. Staff at the prison said they would
check into Keith’s complaints. They said
Keith’s complaints didn’t warrant an inves-
tigation but they would move him to an-
other prison wing. He wasn’t safe there ei-
ther. Other family members and | continued
to write and call on Keith’s behalf, but noth-
ing ever changed—he was never safe.

During a period of 18 months, Keith ap-
peared before the classification committee of
Allred seven times. Each time he asked to be
put in protective custody, but his requests
were denied each time.

Each time they denied Keith the protec-
tion that he so badly needed, he was sent
back to the general population and raped and
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