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“Reparations are payments to repair or right
the wrongs of past injustices. African-Ameri-
cans are owed reparations because of the
work and pain that they had to endure during
and after slavery. Reparations have been
around since emancipation. A form of repara-
tions was the idea of 40 acres and a mule.
This was the idea that all slaves would receive
40 acres and mule after slavery to get them
started for their own lives. Slavery and its ben-
efactor, the white masters hurt black Ameri-
cans. To this day, black Americans are living
the legacy of slavery. In slavery, if blacks were
to refuse to work or proceed to run away, they
were punished. The form of punishment was
almost always beatings or being whipped.
Slavery was a horrible time for the black race,
there were 250 years of pain and labor with
no compensation for it and that is not fair.
Slavery was, ‘America’s Black Holocaust.” Be-
cause of the effect slavery has brought on to
African-Americans, blacks deserve to be com-
pensated. After all, everyone else has.

“In 1987, people began to hear the word
reparations a lot, but the discussion was not
directed towards benefiting African-Americans.
Instead, the United States government passed
a law to conduct a national apology to Japa-
nese-Americans and to pay them $20,000
apiece for their internment during World War
Il. The Japanese-Americans are not the only
ones who received reparations. Last year, Eu-
ropean insurance companies were allowing
Holocaust survivors to apply for reparations;
$275 million are being split up into accounts.
Of this, 100 million will be for expenses and
other 175 million will be available for Holo-
caust survivors and charities. This agreement
will be fully enforced at the end of next year.
Seven-thousand, eight-hundred forty-four peo-
ple have made claims for Holocaust repara-
tions in Germany and 18,200 people have
made claims in other European countries.
Israel Singer, the chairman of the World Jew-
ish Congress stated, ‘this is a great victory for
justice. This is part of a massive effort at res-
titution that is very late, but fortunately not too
late for hundreds of thousands of Holocaust
survivors still alive, many of whom are in great
need.” Jewish and Japanese people have
been compensated for the past injustices done
against their religion and race, so many Afri-
can-Americans are raising the question, ‘Why
haven't | been compensated for slavery?’ So
as a result many African-Americans go to
court.

“Reparations  Activist Deadria Farmer-
Paellman has been the spokesperson for Afri-
can-Americans who are suing various corpora-
tions for their part in slavery. She files lawsuits
against companies and as Paellman states,
‘These are corporations that benefited from
stealing people, from stealing labor, from
forced breeding, from torture, from committing
numerous horrendous acts and there’s no rea-
son why they should be able to hold onto as-
sets they acquired through such horrendous
acts.’

“In one lawsuit, Aetna Insurance Company
is being held accountable for the act of insur-
ing white masters, if their slaves ran away.
They have apologized for insuring masters
with money for their slaves. In 1998, Imari
Obadele and two other people filed a claim
that slavery was worse than Japanese intern-
ment and blacks should be paid. Their claim
was turned down. The judge ruled against
them, Chief Judge Lawrence Baskir of the
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U.S. Court of Federal Claims wrote ‘make no
mistake, the plaintiffs have made a powerful
case for redress that could form the basis of
future legislation providing for reparations for
slavery.” In the late 1990s, President Clinton
played with the idea of reparations and an
apology, but he rejected it.

“Every year, the government does nothing
to help out and further the idea of reparations,
but one city is making a change toward the
better. Last year on October 2, 2002, history
was made in Chicago. The Chicago Council
passed a law called the Slavery Era Insurance
Disclosure. This law was the first one of its
kind for a well known city. With the law, before
they do business with the city, companies will
have to disclose their ties with slavery. This
law could affect anyone’'s company who can
trace their ties back to slavery. Here in Cleve-
land, NAACP president George Forbes wants
to have that same law passed here. His pro-
posal wasn't asking for money, but as he
states, ‘We’re not advocating reparations, we
just want to discuss it. We want to take it out
of the emotional context and show how slav-
ery goes into all corners of Cleveland life.’
Many people are advocating and pushing the
need for reparations, because so many people
need them.

“Some people might raise the question, ‘is
black poverty the legacy of slavery?’ Well it is.
After slavery, African-Americans had to start
their lives from scratch and they were poor
and uneducated. So the cycle continues from
one generation to another. The poverty rate is
higher for African-Americans than for other mi-
norities. The rate has stayed the same since
the last census. Twenty-two point seven per-
cent of African-Americans are living in poverty.
While the poverty rate for whites is 7.8 per-
cent. Black people still suffer from economic,
political and social falls from slavery. Martin J.
Katz, author of The Economics of Discrimina-
tion says, ‘Whites will be allowed to retain an
advantage, which they did not earn and blacks
will continue to lag behind as a result of acts
which, although they may not be amenable to
documentation, no one denies were performed
in contempt of individuality. Racism has made
race relevant to productivity. Treating race as
if it were irrelevant will not help to make it any
less relevant.’” Slavery’'s everlasting mark is
black poverty, so therefore, because of slavery
and its dent on society, African-Americans de-
serve reparations.

“The saying ‘let bygones be bygones’ is
often referred to the subject of reparations and
slavery. The excuses include ‘it ended 140
years ago before any of us were born,’ or
‘There’s nothing | can do about it; my family
never owned slaves.” But did people say that
in 1987 when the government had to pay Jap-
anese Americans? Would anyone say, ‘| was
never really there when the Japanese were in-
terned, so why should | have to pay them.’ |
believe the answer would be no. And no one
has actually taken the heat for slavery. No one
has even acknowledged the aftermath, even
today. Some people just don’t know how to go
about giving reparations. Some ideas were to
setup a trust fund that would be used for eco-
nomic and educational resources. Whites ben-
efited from slavery while at the same time,
blacks didn't. In a recent poll conducted by
blackvoices.com, 75.4 percent believed that
reparations should be given to African-Ameri-
cans.

“Reparations are a growing movement in to-
day’s society. The government should pay Af-

E1317

rican-Americans the money that they are
owed. Even though millions of dollars will not
make up for the past injustices of America,
reparations is a start toward the better. Afri-
can-Americans went through hell 250 years
ago. America needs to understand that. Rep-
arations should be an obligation to America,
not a privilege for African-Americans.”

Camille is a student at Hawken school. She
prepared this presentation for her chapel talk.

JAMES G. MILLS’ RETIREMENT

HON. MARK E. SOUDER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2003

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to recognize James
G. Mills’ retirement as Chairman of the Na-
tional Association of Federal Credit Unions
(NAFCU). My colleagues may recall when |
recognized my constituent Mr. Mills when he
first became Chairman of NAFCU in June of
2000. With more than 37 years’ experience in
the credit union community, there is no doubt
in my mind that our good friends at NAFCU
will feel a great void once Mr. Mills steps
down.

As a long time resident of Fort Wayne, Indi-
ana, Mr. Mills has been the President and
Chief Executive Officer of Three Rivers Fed-
eral Credit Union since 1985. For the past
three years, Mr. Mills has been balancing his
time as NAFCU Chair in addition to his leader-
ship at Three Rivers FCU. However, one ele-
ment has remained constant—he has always
given selflessly of his time to promote and en-
hance the lives of credit union members in the
great State of Indiana, as well as across the
nation. Mr. Mills facilitated financial literacy
education for the underserved in the Fort
Wayne area and across Indiana’s 3rd District.
He has always championed efforts to provide
financial services to all communities.

As Chairman of the NAFCU Board of Direc-
tors, Mr. Mills worked tirelessly to enhance the
federal credit union charter by working with
Congress for regulatory relief legislation for
credit unions. He has also helped maintain
NAFCU’s status as a leading credit union
trade association.

| rise today to congratulate Mr. Jim Mills on
all of his fine work throughout his tenure as
Chairman of NAFCU. | have worked with Mr.
Mills on issues that are important to the credit
union community in the past and | am com-
mitted to continuing to do so. Congratulations
to Jim Mills on his retirement from the NAFCU
Board. Please join me in thanking Jim for his
many years of dedicated service.

——————

TRIBUTE TO COLORAMO FEDERAL
CREDIT UNION

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
stand before this body of Congress and this
nation today to pay tribute to a business that
has given more than 50 years of service to the
community of Mesa County, Colorado.
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Coloramo Federal Credit Union is a non-profit
organization that provides the citizens of Mesa
County with essential banking services.
Coloramo recently celebrated its 50th Anniver-
sary and | am happy to recognize its service
to the Mesa Community today.

Coloramo first opened its doors in 1953 and
was built to serve employees of the Colorado
Raw Materials Office. The company then grew
to accommodate all federal employees and
eventually opened its doors to all Mesa Coun-
ty residents in 2002. Since then, the company
has continued to grow and recently opened a
new state of the art building.

The Credit Union operates with a unique
ownership system: when customers open an
account, they pay a fee that makes them a
part owner. This allows Coloramo to better
serve its customers because of its non-profit,
customer-owned status. The company stands
by its mission statement, which is “to build
lifelong member relationships based on quality
service, integrity, solid financial management
and education.” With hard work and dedica-
tion, Coloramo has become an exemplary
member of the Colorado business community.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great joy to recog-
nize the Coloramo Federal Credit Union. Its
customer owned philosophy has provided the
people of Mesa County with excellent service
for many years. Congratulations on 50 years
of service.

INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT FOR

H.R. 2518, THE VETERANS AF-
FAIRS REORGANIZAATION ACT
OF 2003

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
today | am introducing H.R. 2518, the “Vet-
erans Affairs Reorganization Act of 2003".
This bill would make organizational changes in
several programs for veterans in order to im-
prove the delivery of vital benefits and serv-
ices to America’'s former servicemen and
women.

The first two sections of this legislation pro-
vide for the consolidation and improvement of
programs to assist homeless veterans. Specifi-
cally, Section 2 of the bill would create a new
office in the Department of Veterans Affairs to
manage a number of assistance programs for
homeless veterans. Section 3 of the bill would
transfer the functions of the Homeless Vet-
erans Reintegration Program from the Depart-
ment of Labor to Department of Veterans Af-
fairs and include this program in the respon-
sibilities of the newly created office.

There are at least a quarter-million home-
less veterans on the streets of America every
night. With the passage of the Homeless Vet-
erans Comprehensive Assistance Act of 2001,
Public Law 107-95, Congress established a
goal to end chronic homelessness among vet-
erans within 10 years. More than 2 years have
passed since the President signed our legisla-
tion into law, but in this Committee’s oversight
activities we find that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs is making insufficient progress to
achieve this ambitious goal.

Today, VA provides a range of services for
homeless veterans including outreach, case
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management, clinical care, residential treat-
ment and rehabilitation, managed residential
placement, care for serious mental illnesses
and substance-use disorders and supported
housing. However, the delivery of these serv-
ices has been hindered by a lack of focus and
direction within the Department of Veterans
Affairs, and frankly, a lack of will to commit the
necessary funding to accomplish this mission.

The legislation | am introducing today would
create a new Office of Homeless Veterans As-
sistance Programs within the Department of
Veterans Affairs. The Director of this office
would be given authority to consolidate and
coordinate all homeless assistance services to
help homeless veterans get back on their feet
with a hand up, not a hand-out. The new Of-
fice of Homeless Veterans Assistance would
be enhanced by transferring the Homeless
Veterans Reintegration Program, a program
now embedded in the Department of Labor,
into VA. This transfer of responsibility for pro-
gram administration would enable VA to better
coordinate health care, financial benefits and
employment services for homeless veterans.
By moving all programs specifically designed
for homeless veterans into VA and consoli-
dating them, we expect to deliver better serv-
ices in a more timely and cost-efficient man-
ner.

Finally, Section 4 of this legislation would
transfer the operational responsibility for the
Military Personnel Records facility of the Na-
tional Personnel Records Center (NPRC) to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Approxi-
mately 80 million military records are on file at
NPRC, located in the federal records reposi-
tory in St. Louis, Missouri. For the last 25
years, each service branch has been pro-
ducing microfilm of each record and more re-
cently has been keeping records on micro-
fiche. The NPRC has been a source of major
frustration for the Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration which has a daily need to search these
records to help veterans establish claims for
disability and other benefits.

While the NPRC has made good faith ef-
forts to be responsive to VA, it continues to
fall short of providing VA with timely and reli-
able records retrieval. As a consequence,
VA’s claims process has been delayed, and
disabled veterans wait months, sometimes
years, for service medical records or other in-
formation before their records are found. For
the week ending June 6, 2003, VA had 3,051
requests pending for more than 30 days and
3,432 requests pending for more than 90
days. This is simply unacceptable.

My legislation would transfer responsibility
for managing the NPRC to VA. The National
Archives, which currently has final responsi-
bility for maintenance of vital federal records,
would be required to execute a Memorandum
of Understanding to allow the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to assume the day-today
management of the NPRC. Once this transfer
of management responsibility is completed,
VA will be in a better position to control its
own fate in processing veterans' disability
claims, and in turn, Congress will be able to
hold one executive agency accountable for re-
sponsiveness to these disabled veterans who
have waited far too long for the resolution of
their claims.

Mr. Speaker, | believe these changes will
improve the delivery of benefits and services
to our nation’s veterans. | hope that my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will carefully
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study this legislation and join with me in this
effort.

HONORING TALMAGE V. BURKE
FOR OVER 50 YEARS OF SERVICE
TO THE CITY OF ALHAMBRA

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 19, 2003

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Mayor Talmage Burke. In the year that
marks the City of Alhambra’s 100th anniver-
sary, Mayor Talmage Burke is setting a record
of his own. On May 27, the 85-year old Tal-
mage Burke took the oath of office as the
Mayor of Alhambra for the 15th time. This
achievement affords him the longest record of
publicly elected service of any official in the
State of California and certainly one of the
longest records of public servitude in the Na-
tion.

Talmage Burke was born in November 1917
and graduated from Alhambra High School in
1935. He went on to USC, graduating with a
Bachelor of Arts degree. He continued his
studies at USC Law School, graduating with
Juris Doctor and Masters of Laws degrees.
Prior to being elected to the Alhambra City
Council in 1952, he served as the city’s first
prosecutor and deputy city attorney.

The Burke family has served the City of Al-
hambra for over 70 of its nearly 100 years.
Talmage Burke, a life-long resident of Alham-
bra, lives with his wife, of 45 years Lisa, in the
same house that his father, Montivel A. Burke,
built in 1927.

One of the most outstanding and well-
known civic accomplishments of Talmage
Burke was his involvement in the lowering of
the railroad tracks in Alhambra during the mid-
1970s. Along with the improved system of
tracks, the nearby Alhambra Municipal Golf
Course gained an addition of nine holes from
the excavated soil from the lowered tracks.

As a member of the Rotary Club, he has a
record of perfect attendance for the past 52
years! He has served as President of the San
Gabriel Valley Bar Association and is the
Founding Director of the Legal Aid and Public
Defender Program of the San Gabriel Valley.
He was also a Trustee of the University of
Redlands for 18 years.

Talmage Burke and his wife have two chil-
dren: a son, Montivel A. Burke Il, an attorney,
and a daughter, Karen M. Brown, R.N. The
Burkes also have six grandchildren.

It is with great pleasure that | ask all Mem-
bers to join me in congratulating the Honor-
able Talmage V. Burke for his truly remarkable
and lifelong dedication to the City of Alham-
bra.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE HOTCHKISS ELKS
LADIES AUXILIARY

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 19, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
stand before this body of Congress and this
nation today to pay tribute to the Hotchkiss
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