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history, | am confident Wilson Greene will
serve as a valuable member to the National
Museum Service Board.

The Commonwealth of Virginia deeply ap-
preciates Mr. Greene’s service and his pas-
sionate interest in helping Virginians and all
Americans to better understand the very im-
portant story of our nation’s past.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring
Wilson Greene, for his recent appointment to
serve as a member of the National Museum
Service Board.

INTERNATIONAL CUSTOMS DAY

HON. PHILIP M. CRANE

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, it was 50 years
ago, on January 26, 1953, that the World Cus-
toms Organization, formally known as the
Customs Co-operation Council, held its first
meeting in Brussels, Belgium. In recognition of
this occasion, the Council observed January
26 as International Customs Day. This occa-
sion also serves to recognize the role that
customs services around the world play in fa-
cilitating trade while protecting national bor-
ders from importations posing security threats.

| am particularly proud of the U.S. Customs
Service for its great contributions to the Nation
over the past 214 years of its existence. U.S.
Customs was once the sole revenue producer
for the young United States. Although that role
has diminished over the years Customs col-
lected a record $23.8 billion in revenue in fis-
cal year 2001. Today, Customs is still a major
source of revenue for the Federal Govern-
ment, returning about $8 to the taxpayer for
every dollar appropriated by Congress.

For nearly 125 years, Customs funded vir-
tually the entire government and paid for the
Nation’s early growth and infrastructure. The
territories of Louisiana, Oregon, Florida and
Alaska were purchased; the National Road
from Cumberland, Maryland, to Wheeling,
West Virginia, was constructed; and the
Transcontinental Railroad stretched from sea-
to-sea. Customs collections built the Nation’s
lighthouses, the U.S. military and naval acad-
emies, and the City of Washington, and the
list goes on. In 1835, Customs revenues alone
had reduced the national debt to zero.

Customs was the parent or forerunner to
many other agencies. In the early days, Cus-
toms officers administered military pensions
(Department of Veterans Affairs), collected im-
port and export statistics (Bureau of Census),
and supervised revenue cutters (U.S. Coast
Guard). Customs also collected hospital dues
to help sick and disabled seaman (Public
Health Service) and established standard
weights and measures (National Bureau of
Standards).

During the first stages of the response to
the terrorist attack on September 11th in New
York and Washington, D.C., U.S. Customs
quickly assumed a leading role. With terrorism
causing concern worldwide, the international
Customs community has a vital role to play.
Every administration is playing an active part
in efforts to protect the international supply
chain from terrorist acts, while at the same
time offering improved trade facilitation.

Today, the United States Customs Service
will have new challenges to face as it moves
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from the traditional home that it has known
within the Department of the Treasury to the
newly created Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. It will be important for Customs to con-
tinue to offer the world class level of trade
service and facilitation that U.S. business has
come to rely on while insuring that security
needs are addressed. It will also be important
to maintain the revenue collection linkage with
the Treasury Department that has historically
been so significant.

The U.S. Customs Service represents the
United States at the Customs Cooperation
Council (CCC). The number of Members in-
creased over the years, and the Council sub-
sequently adopted the working name “World
Customs Organization” in order to better re-
flect the fact that the Organization was an
intergovernmental body that genuinely made
the transition to worldwide status. The WCO
now speaks for 161 Customs administrations
drawn from every continent and representing
every stage of economic development. The
United States has been a member since No-
vember 5, 1970.

At present, WCO Members are responsible
for ensuring that more than 98 percent of
international trade is conducted in compliance
with national legislation and international
agreements. The WCO renders technical as-
sistance in areas such as customs tariffs,
valuation, nomenclature, and law enforcement.
Its objective is to obtain, in the interest of
international trade, the best possible degree of
uniformity among the customs systems of
member nations. America benefits when both
exporters and importers operate in an atmos-
phere of simple unambiguous customs oper-
ations around the world.

| want to take this opportunity to congratu-
late the U.S. Customs Service for its fine work
both nationally and internationally, and | look
forward to the completion of work within the
World Customs Organization to further harmo-
nizing and simplifying the customs rules that
affect international commerce.

UNIVERSITY OF PORTLAND
SOCCER RESOLUTION

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today |
am submitting to the House a resolution con-
gratulating the University of Portland Women'’s
soccer team on their winning the 2003 Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA)
Division | Championship. This title marks the
first national championship in any sport for the
University of Portland.

The championship game between Portland
and reigning 2001 champion Santa Clara was
hard fought, going down to a rare double-over-
time. The victory by the Pilots brought their
season record to 20-4-1 to tie the school
record for wins in a season. The team’s per-
formance garnered other records as well;
Christine Sinclair set an NCAA tournament
record with 21 points on 10 goals and one as-
sist, shattering Mia Hamm'’s 1993 record of
16; Goalkeeper Lauren Arase set a record for
goals-against average, allowing just one goal
in 6 games.

| want to commend the coaches at the Uni-
versity of Portland for their hard work and
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dedication to helping these young women
grow and ultimately bring national recognition
to their school and our state. Head Coach
Clive Charles, Assistant Coaches BIll Irwin,
Garrett Smith, Nyla Stuckey, Trevor Warren
and Wynne Mclintosh all deserve recognition
for the work that they have done developing
an outstanding collegiate sports program.

Coach Charles has built an impressive
record over the 14 years that he has coached
women’s soccer at the University of Portland.
Collectively, his men's and women’s teams
have won 12 conference championships, los-
ing only 31 league games, and earned 16
NCAA playoff berths, including seven Final
Four appearances, in a combined 27 seasons.
Twenty-five Pilots have earned All-America
status during Charles’ tenure. Early in the
1998 season, Charles won his 300th career
college game. The Portland men and women
won on the same day, making him just the
11th coach in NCAA soccer history to amass
300 wins.

| am honored to represent many of these in-
dividuals in Congress and proud to have the
University in my district. This resolution is a fit-
ting tribute to the accomplishments of the
coaches, players, and the University of Port-
land.

TRIBUTE TO MELINDA OHLER

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to pay tribute to
Melinda “Mindy” Ohler, a brave woman and
true trailblazer of the San Francisco Fire De-
partment. Mindy’s passing, which occurred
while responding to a fire alarm at San Fran-
cisco International Airport, unfortunately
marked the first death of a female San Fran-
cisco firefighter in the line of duty.

When Mindy joined the San Francisco Fire
Department in 1989, she was one of the first
women to become a firefighter in the depart-
ment’s history. In the 13 years since her en-
listment, the number of women firefighters in
San Francisco has risen to an impressive 235
(12 percent of the force). This increase is in
no small part due to Mindy, whose hard work
and total dedication to her duties changed the
minds of many who had originally opposed the
idea of women firefighters. Her inspirational
power was ably summed up by one of her col-
leagues at her memorial service who said,
“Frankly, | was against women joining the de-
partment, but her willingness to do the job
showed me women had a place here.”

John Hanley, President of Fire Fighters
Local 798, expressed praise for Mindy and
characterized her performance as a firefighter
as bold and versatile; she was able to handle
the challenges she faced with courage, he
said, whether it was a small fire or five-alarm
conflagration. In addition, Mindy's lighter
side—she was a noted prankster—was cred-
ited with lifting spirits around the firehouse.

A tireless worker who once held down six
jobs at one time, Mindy, 46, was still working
two other jobs in addition to her primary one
as a firefighter at the time of her death.

In the spirit of solidarity with Mindy, over
3,000 people from around the country—includ-
ing many fellow firefighters and law-enforce-
ment officers—came to St. Mary’s Cathedral in
San Francisco to pay tribute to Mindy.
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In addition, Mr. Speaker, | am proud to an-
nounce that Mindy’'s name and contributions
will be honored forever. Her name will join the
names of other men and women who made
the ultimate sacrifice while on duty as fire-
fighters at the National Fallen Firefighters’ Me-
morial’s Roll of Honor. The memorial, located
in Emmitsburg, Md., was designated by Con-
gress as the official, national memorial to fall-
en firefighters, and it will be further sanctified
by the addition of Mindy’s name.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing and mourning the loss of
Melinda Ohler for her sacrifice and contribu-
tions to the people of San Francisco. She will
be sorely missed on the Peninsula, in her
birthplace of Valparaiso, Ind., and in the
hearts of many across this nation who had the
privilege of knowing her. To know her was to
admire her; her legacy will be one of compas-
sion, selflessness, and a commitment to being
all she could be.

———

COMMEMORATING INDIA’S
REPUBLIC DAY

HON. JOHN LINDER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. LINDER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge an important national holiday in
India, namely a celebration of the Indian peo-
ple’s long and protracted struggle for self-gov-
ernance and freedom: Republic Day.

On January 26, 1950, India’s constitution
was ratified. The adoption of this constitution,
which was greatly influenced by our Founding
Fathers, makes India a model for nations
across Asia and throughout the developing
world.

As one of the world’s most populated de-
mocracies, India is also a natural ally for our
War on Terrorism. With its strategic location,
India is a vital resource and a valued partner
of the United States.

In a region too often afflicted with non-
democratic governments, and wracked by in-
tolerance across religious or ethnic lines, India
truly stands out for its democracy and stability.

The Indian-American community within the
United States has played a critical role in
building this bridge between our two great na-
tions, and | applaud their efforts.

HONORING THE HEROISM OF
MICHAEL ONUSKO

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to pay tribute to and
honor the heroism of Mr. Michael Onusko of
Lincoln, Delaware. His concern and care for
the fellow citizens in his community resulted in
a life being saved.

Mr. Onusko, a mail carrier with the United
States Postal Service, deserves a hero’s rec-
ognition for his actions that saved 81-year-old
Houston, Delaware resident Margaret Phillips.
While on his delivery route, Mr. Onusko no-
ticed that Mrs. Phillips had not picked up her
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mail from the previous day. Concerned for a
friend for whom he had been carrying mail for
13 years, he walked toward the residence to
check on Mrs. Phillips. Upon hearing Mrs.
Phillips calling for help from the garage, he
quickly alerted the police. Mrs. Phillips had
fallen off a ladder in her garage and was suf-
fering from hypothermia after lying incapaci-
tated on the floor for almost an entire day.
Had Mr. Onusko not checked on Mrs. Phillips,
help might not have arrived in time.

Mr. Onusko displayed a quality that all Dela-
wareans should look for in a role model—a
deep sense of community and concern for fel-
low citizens. We should all hope to emulate
Mr. Onusko’s actions and reach out when we
can to those in need. It is people like Mr.
Onusko who inspire others to do great things,
and to realize that each of us is a part of a
community, and a nation that can only suc-
ceed if we look out for one another. America
needs everyday heroes who display true con-
cern and goodwill when called upon to help
their fellow citizens. | am proud to say that Mr.
Onusko exemplified these qualities with his
actions, and his recognition, Mr. Speaker, is
duly deserved.

Ordinary people who perform extraordinary
acts of public service, like Michael Onusko
from my great State of Delaware, are the true
heroes in today’'s world, and are the true role
models for the next generation of leaders,
both inside and outside of Delaware’s borders.

———————

FURTHER  CONTINUING APPRO-
PRIATIONS, FISCAL YEAR 2003

SPEECH OF

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 28, 2003

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
strong support of the Obey Motion to Instruct.

We are four months into fiscal year 2003,
yet 11 of the appropriations bills have yet to
be enacted.

| am happy to see that we are close to
wrapping up this appropriations process. But
now is not the time to skimp on the people’'s
priorities. In our rush to finish, we must ensure
that Homeland Security and our first respond-
ers are at the top of our list.

| urge the conferees to incorporate into the
final conference report the language included
in the omnibus bill by the other body.

In particular, | support the $90 million to
continue the health monitoring at Mount Sinai
Hospital for the men and women who were on
the front lines of defense on September 11th
and the days that followed.

The other body included specific instructions
to FEMA on this $90 million.

Yesterday, several firefighters and rescue
workers who worked the pile at Ground Zero
were here in Washington to call attention to
this very important issue. These brave heroes
entered a battle zone of a new kind of war,
and are really the first victims of the war. And
we need to ensure they receive the medical
care they deserve.

The need for this money was underscored
in a report released this week by Mount Sinai
Hospital showing that a majority of ground
zero workers and volunteers screened for
health problems have serious persistent ill-
nesses from the disaster.
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The initial screening program which ends
this July will screen only about 9,000 of the
approximately 40,000 rescue workers in need
of medical attention. The analysis reveals that
over 50 percent of the sample study have pul-
monary illnesses, ear, nose and throat ail-
ments, or persistent mental health problems.

The Doctors at Mt. Sinai believe the same
statistics will hold for the roughly 3,500 re-
sponders they have seen to date. 78 percent
of the participants reported at least one World
Trade Center-related pulmonary symptom that
first developed or worsened as a result of their
rescue efforts; 52 percent reported mental
health symptoms requiring further evaluation;
and only about one-third of the sample partici-
pants had received any prior medical care for
any of their symptoms and conditions.

In other words, for about one-third of these
participants—their trip to Mount Sinai had
been their only source of medical care; em-
phasizing the critical need to fully fund this
program now, not later, not months down the
road.

| urge my colleagues in the House to read
the findings from the Mt. Sinai report—which
can be found on my website: http://
www.wtcexams.org/.

Medical monitoring delayed is proper health
care denied. But again we face the challenge
of securing the House support and the Admin-
istration’s support and leadership to make this
happen.

Medical monitoring delayed is proper health
care denied. | hope that the conferees will in-
clude in the final conference report the lan-
guage included in the omnibus bill by the
other body.

The first responders were there for us when
we needed them, now the question is will the
federal government be there for them.

——

INTRODUCTION OF RESOLUTION
URGING REVIEW OF STEEL TAR-
IFF CONSEQUENCES FOR STEEL
CONSUMERS

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce a resolution regarding the
Steel Safeguard Program that was initiated on
March 5, 2002. This resolution asks for little,
but could mean everything to steel-consuming
manufacturers in this country.

By introducing this resolution I, along with
51 of my colleagues, are merely asking that
the President direct the International Trade
Commission (ITC) to include in its mid-term
review of the Steel Safeguard Program an as-
sessment of the Program’s impact on steel
consumers. Currently the ITC is under no obli-
gation to report on these effects. By affirma-
tively accepting our request, the President will
have a complete picture of the economic ef-
fects of the Program when he considers in
September of this year whether or not to ex-
tend the tariffs for another eighteen months.

Last March, the Bush Administration im-
posed tariffs on imported steel, some as high
as 30 percent, in an attempt to limit low-price
imports in order to give our domestic steel in-
dustry time to reorganize and become more
competitive. At that time, it was obvious that
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