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Numerous building and lease resolutions.
Other Items:

Subpoenas for new source review docu-
mentation to the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Department of Energy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 26, 2002 at
10:30 a.m. to hold a hearing on Iraq.

AGENDA

Witnesses: The Honorable Madeleine K.
Albright, Former Secretary of State, Chair-
man, National Democratic Institute, Wash-
ington, DC; The Honorable Henry A. Kis-
singer, Former Secretary of State, CEO, Kis-
singer Associates, Inc., New York, NY.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Foreign Relations be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 26, 2002 at 2:30
a.m. to hold a hearing on Iraq.

AGENDA

Witness: The Honorable Colin L. Powell,
Secretary of State, Washington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions be authorized to meet for a hear-
ing on Internet Education: Exploring
the Benefits and Challengers of Web-
Based Education during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, September 26
2002, at 10:00 a.m. in SD—430.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
Indian Affairs be authorized to meet on
Thursday, September 26, 2002, at 10:00
a.m. in Room 485 of the Russell Senate
Office Building to conduct an oversight
hearing on Intra-tribal Leadership Dis-
putes and Tribal Governance.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on
the Judiciary be authorized to meet to
conduct a hearing on ‘“‘Judicial Nomi-
nations’ on Thursday, September 26,
2002 in Dirksen Room 106 at 10:00 a.m.

Panel I:. The Honorable John W. Warner,
United States Senator (R-VA); The Honor-
able Charles E. Grassley, United States Sen-
ator (R-TIA); The Honorable Tom Harkin,
United States Senator (D-IA); The Honorable
Phil Gramm, United States Senator (R-TX);
The Honorable Kent Conrad, United States
Senator (D-ND); The Honorable Byron Dor-
gan, United States Senator (D-ND); The
Honorable Kay Bailey Hutchison, United
States Senator (R-TX); The Honorable Rob-
ert Torricelli, United States Senator (D-NJ);
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The Honorable George Allen, United States
Senator (R-VA); The Honorable Jon Corzine,
United States Senator (D-NJ).

Panel II: Miguel Estrada, nominated to the
D.C. Circuit.

Panel III: Stanley Chesler, to be United
States District Court Judge for the District
of New Jersey; Daniel Hovland, to be United
States District Court Judge for the District
of North Dakota; James Kinkeade, to be
United States District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Texas; Linda Reade, to
be United Sates District Court Judge for the
Northern District of Iowa; Freda Wolfson, to
be United States District Court Judge for
the District of New Jersey.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Select Com-
mittee on intelligence be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 26, 2002 at
10:00 a.m. to hold a joint hearing with
the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence concerning the
Joint Inquiry into the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2002.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Special Com-
mittee on Aging be authorized to meet
Thursday, September 26, 2002 from 10:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. in Dirksen 628 for the
purpose of conducting a hearing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to executive session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Calendar Nos. 1040
through 1046 and 1048 through 1051; that
the nominations be confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the
table; that any statements thereon be
printed in the RECORD; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; and the Senate return
to legislative session, all without any
intervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The nominations considered and con-
firmed are as follows:

CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY
SERVICE

Michelle Guillermin, of Maryland, to be
Chief Financial Officer Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service.

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON DISABILITY

Glenn Bernard Anderson, of Arkansas, to
be a Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2005.

Milton Aponte, of Florida, to be a Member
of the National Council on Disability for a
term expiring September 17, 2003.

Barbara Gillcrist, of New Mexico, to be a
Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2005.
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Graham Hill, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the National Council on Disability for a
term expiring September 17, 2005.

Marco A. Rodriguez, of California, to be a
Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2005.

David Wenzel, of Pennsylvania, to be a
Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2004.

Glenn Bernard Anderson, of Arkansas, to
be a Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2002.

Barbara Gillcrist, of New Mexico, to be a
Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2002.

Graham Hill, of Virginia, to be a Member
of the National Council on Disability for a
term expiring September 17, 2002.

Marco A. Rodriguez, of California, to be a
Member of the National Council on Dis-
ability for a term expiring September 17,
2002.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senate will now return to
legislative session.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT
AGREEMENT—H.J. RES. 111

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent when the Senate re-
ceives from the House H.J. Res. 111, a
continuing resolution to fund the Gov-
ernment at 2002 levels and terms there-
in until October 4, that the joint reso-
lution be considered read three times,
passed, and the motion to reconsider be
laid upon the table, with no inter-
vening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S.J. RES. 45

Mr. REID. Mr. President, S.J. Res. 45
was introduced earlier today by Sen-
ators DASCHLE and LOTT and is now at
the desk. I therefore ask for its first
reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the joint
resolution by title for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 45) to author-
ize the use of United States Armed Forces
against Iraq.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for its second reading but object to my
own request on behalf of the minority.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
joint resolution will receive its second
reading on the next legislative day.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 3009

Mr. REID. Mr. President, S. 3009 was
introduced earlier today by Senator
WELLSTONE and others and is now at
the desk. I ask for its first reading.
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 3009) to provide economic secu-
rity for America’s workers.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I now ask
for its second reading but object to my
own request.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will receive its second reading on
the next legislative day.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—H.R. 4691

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand that H.R. 4691 is at the desk, and
I ask for its first reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title for the first time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4691) to prohibit certain abor-
tion-related discrimination in governmental
activities.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask for its
second reading and object to my own
request.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard.

The bill will be read a second time on
the next legislative day.

———

MODIFICATION OF CONFEREES TO
H.R. 4628

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the list of conferees
for H.R. 4628, the intelligence author-
ization, be modified to include, from
the Committee on Armed Services,
Senators REED of Rhode Island and
WARNER.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

VETERANS’ AND SURVIVORS’
BENEFITS EXPANSION ACT OF 2002

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Veterans’ Affairs
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of H.R. 4085 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its consideration.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4085) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide a cost-of-living in-
crease in the rates of compensation for vet-
erans with service-connected disability and
dependency and indemnity compensation for
surviving spouses of such veterans, to expand
certain benefits for veterans and their sur-
vivors, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President,
as chairman of the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I thank my colleagues in
the Senate for their support of this leg-
islation that will provide a cost-of-liv-
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ing adjustment to veterans’ compensa-

tion for next year. I thank my col-

leagues on the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, ranking member ARLEN SPEC-

TER, for his commitment to our Na-

tion’s veterans.

The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-of-
Living Adjustment Act of 2002 directs
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to in-
crease, as of December 1, 2002, the rates
of veterans’ disability compensation,
as well as compensation for eligible de-
pendents and surviving spouses. The
legislation raises compensation by the
same percentage as the increase pro-
vided to Social Security recipients.

It is particularly important that we
move this legislation as soon as pos-
sible. Veterans and their families de-
pend on the cost-of-living increase to
ensure that their well-deserved benefits
are not eroded by inflation. Veterans’
disability compensation rates must
keep pace with the increasing cost of
living.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the legislation be printed in the
RECORD following this statement.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Rockefeller
substitute amendment at the desk be
agreed to; the act, as amended, be read
a third time, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid on the table, with no
intervening action or debate; and that
any statements related thereto be
printed in the RECORD.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The amendment (No. 4837) was agreed
to, as follows:

AMENDMENT NO. 4837
(Purpose: To propose a substitute)

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment
Act of 2002”.

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—The Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, effective on December
1, 2002, increase the dollar amounts in effect
for the payment of disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion by the Secretary, as specified in sub-
section (b).

(b) AMOUNTS To BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to sub-
section (a) are the following:

(1) COMPENSATION.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1114 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts in effect
under section 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar
amount in effect under section 1162 of such
title.

(4) NEW DIC RATES.—The dollar amounts in
effect under paragraphs (1) and (2) of section
1311(a) of such title.

() OLD DIC RATES.—Each of the dollar
amounts in effect under section 1311(a)(3) of
such title.

(6) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR SURVIVING SPOUSES
WITH MINOR CHILDREN.—The dollar amount in
effect under section 1311(b) of such title.
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(7) ADDITIONAL DIC FOR DISABILITY.—The
dollar amounts in effect under sections
1311(c) and 1311(d) of such title.

(8) DIC FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—The dol-
lar amounts in effect under sections 1313(a)
and 1314 of such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—(1) The
increase under subsection (a) shall be made
in the dollar amounts specified in subsection
(b) as in effect on November 30, 2002.

(2) Except as provided in paragraph (3),
each such amount shall be increased by the
same percentage as the percentage by which
benefit amounts payable under title II of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are
increased effective December 1, 2002, as a re-
sult of a determination under section 215(i)
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(3) BEach dollar amount increased pursuant
to paragraph (2) shall, if not a whole dollar
amount, be rounded down to the next lower
whole dollar amount.

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary may ad-
just administratively, consistent with the
increases made under subsection (a), the
rates of disability compensation payable to
persons within the purview of section 10 of
Public Law 85-857 (72 Stat. 1263) who are not
in receipt of compensation payable pursuant
to chapter 11 of title 38, United States Code.
SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.

At the same time as the matters specified
in section 215(i)(2)(D) of the Social Security
Act (42 U.S.C. 415(1)(2)(D)) are required to be
published by reason of a determination made
under section 215(i) of such Act during fiscal
year 2003, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall publish in the Federal Register the
amounts specified in subsection (b) of sec-
tion 2, as increased pursuant to that section.

Amend the title to read: “An Act to in-
crease, effective as of December 1, 2002, the
rates of compensation for veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities and the rates of de-
pendency and indemnity compensation for
the survivors of certain disabled veterans.”.

The bill (H.R. 4085), as amended, was
read the third time and passed.

The amendment to the title was
agreed to.

———————

VETERANS BENEFITS
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2002

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of Calendar No.
542, S. 2237.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2237) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to enhance compensation for
veterans with hearing loss, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs, with an amend-
ment to strike all after the enacting
clause and insert in lieu thereof the
following:

[Matter to be stricken is shown in
black brackets. Matter to be added is
shown in italic.]

S. 2239

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

[SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

[This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans

Hearing Loss Compensation Act of 2002,
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