S8970

to be printed in the RECORD talk about
the danger we are now experiencing
concerning Mr. Putin’s actions, or pos-
sible actions, in Georgia.

The Economist magazine editorial
says:

Russia would do better to bolster Georgia’s
stability, not undermine it.

It says:

If there is one grain of truth in Russia’s ar-
guments, it lies in the fact that Georgia,
while not a failed state, is one that has had
difficulty asserting its authority in its bor-
der areas. . . .

But there is also a huge flaw in Russia’s ar-
gument. If the Georgian state functions less
than perfectly—in Pankisi and elsewhere—
that is in large part because Russia itself has
consistently undermined it. The restive
mini-states within Georgia’s legal bound-
aries . . . defy the government with the help
of powerful friends in Moscow. . . .

If Russians are concerned about the secu-
rity of their southern frontier, they would do
better to reinforce Georgia’s statehood rath-
er than chip away at it. Georgia is neither a
rogue state, nor (as yet) a failed one. Nor do
Georgians need outsiders to orchestrate re-
gime change for them. Imitation is a form of
flattery, but others should not be duped into
seeing parallels where none exist.

In the Washington Post it goes on to
say, referring to Mr. Putin:

His goals are to distract attention from a
recent series of military disasters in
Chechnya—incidents that have revived dis-
cussion in Russia about the futility of Mr.
Putin’s campaign to suppress the rebellion
by force—and to use the leverage of Russia’s
U.N. Security Council vote on Iraq to
achieve suzerainty over Georgia, which Mos-
cow has been seeking since long before the
war on terrorism. This is not the behavior of
a soul mate, or even a ‘‘strategic partner’’;
and a U.S.-Russian relationship afflicted by
such tactics has not been transformed.

Madam President, I thank the Pre-
siding Officer for her patience. I do be-
lieve this is an important issue. I hope
our Russian friends, with whom we
have a very strong relationship, will
not embark on an adventure which
could have serious repercussions not
only in the region but in the world.

I thank you, Madam President, and
yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

LEGISLATIVE AGENDA

Mr. DASCHLE. Madam President, I
have had a discussion with Senator
LoTT with regard to next week’s sched-
ule. I have indicated privately to a
number of Senators my concern for the
legislative agenda we must confront
prior to the time we leave. That agenda
includes a number of issues that have
support on both sides of the aisle. It
recognizes that we have been on the
homeland security bill now for 3 full
weeks and the Interior appropriations
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bill for an equal amount of time. I am
increasingly concerned that the longer
we stay on those bills, the less likely it
is that we will be able to adjourn on
time.

Given that realization, my expecta-
tion is that we will require colleagues
to be here at least possibly as early as
next weekend to confront this agenda
and to complete our work. I am not an-
nouncing necessarily that next week-
end will be a work period, but I am sug-
gesting to all colleagues that they not
make any firm commitments next
weekend.

We have to finish the homeland secu-
rity bill next week. We have to deal
with perhaps a continuing resolution,
short-term, because of the pending end
of this fiscal year. We have a number of
other matters that have to be taken up
prior to the completion of our work at
the end of this session.

As I look at that schedule, I conclude
that there is virtually no way we will
be able to do this, and do it success-
fully, without longer hours and more
days. The only days available to us, of
course, are the Mondays and Fridays
that have oftentimes been travel days
for our Members but also Saturdays
and Sundays.

It is my expectation that we will be
using weekend days between now and
the end of session, that we will require
Senators to be here at least on Satur-
day and possibly on Sunday in an effort
to complete our work. That may occur
as early as next weekend.

This is not meant to be a threat or in
any way a signal that we are not pre-
pared to take whatever action nec-
essary to preclude that, but I also want
Senators to know that that is a very
likely possibility.

I come to the floor with a recognition
that we do need to make Senators
aware of the importance of the sched-
ule and the significant amount of work
that needs to be done before we leave.

I appreciate everyone’s cooperation
and will appreciate the opportunity to
speak more specifically to the schedule
early next week.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the

roll.
e Mr. WELLSTONE. Madam President,
I regret that I was necessarily absent
for the vote on the confirmation of
Reena Raggi to the Second Circuit
Court of Appeals. I would like to in-
clude in the RECORD that I would have
voted ‘‘yes’ on this nomination.e

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
AKAKA). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Mr. REID. We are now in morning
business; is that true?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is
correct.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. KELLY S.

SEGARS
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize the professional

achievements and public service of a
truly extraordinary man, Dr. Kelly S.
Segars, and to congratulate him on his
selection as the 2002 Mississippi Family
Physician of the Year.

The son of the late ‘“‘Doc” and Ora
Segars of Red Bay, Alabama, Dr.
Segars displayed a penchant for help-
ing and healing the sick from a very
early age. He graduated with honors
from high school, pharmacy school,
and medical school despite an interrup-
tion while serving one tour in the
Army during the Korean War. His mili-
tary decorations include the American
Defense Medal, the United Nations
Medal, and the Army Commendation
Medal.

Upon graduation from medical school
in 1959, Dr. Segars entered the practice
of Family Medicine in Iuka, Mis-
sissippi, not far from his birthplace,
where he continues to practice today.
Dr. Segars delivered some 500 babies
before obtaining his board certification
in geriatrics. He has been seeing some
of the same patients for over 40 years
and considers his many patients simply
his ‘“‘friends who have a medical prob-
lem occasionally.” Dr. Segars’ son
joined his practice about 15 years ago,
and the clinic, which is vital to the
health of so many in the rural commu-
nity of Iuka, has grown to include 31
employees.

Despite his resounding success as
Iuka’s resident physician—as if that
accomplishment was not already
enough for one man—Dr Segars’ has
consistently worked for the betterment
of his community in many other ways.
He established the First American Na-
tional Bank just four years after open-
ing his medical practice. It was the
first bank established in the Great
State of Mississippi since the bank hol-
iday in 1929 when all of the banks were
closed. He also chaired his town’s mu-
nicipal library committee where he ini-
tiated the project, obtained the funds,
and oversaw construction of the Ili-
brary. His most recent civic project is
the re-designation of highway US 72 to
Interstate Highway 72, acknowledging
the advantage of an Interstate High-
way to draw bigger, more lucrative in-
dustries to Tishomingo County. It
takes a special individual like Dr.
Segars, with a clear vision of the fu-
ture, to recognize the need for a public
institution or additional infrastruc-
ture, and then to take it upon himself
to see to it that the need is fulfilled.

As a charter member of the Board of
Directors of the Tishomingo County
Development Foundation and Indus-
trial Park, he was instrumental in the
acquisition of the Lockheed-Aerojet of-
fice and the recent establishment of
the AlliantTech Systems facility. He
was named as 1992 Citizen of the Year
and the Aerospace Business Center was
most appropriately named in his honor.
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Dr. Segars has served as chair of the
University of Mississippi Guardian So-
ciety, President of the Medical Alumni
Association, and as a member of the
Dean’s Advisory Committee, Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of Medicine.
He also is a member of the Iuka Meth-
odist Church, where he is the Health
and Welfare Representative and sits on
the Administrative Board.

Dr. Segars’ latest recognition as Mis-
sissippi Family Physician of the Year,
by the Mississippi Academy of Family
Physicians, could not have been award-
ed to a man more deserving of this very
special recognition. Chosen from
among hundreds of family physicians
throughout Mississippi, Dr. Segars was
nominated by a fellow physician and
selected for the position by a panel of
his peers. The panel clearly recog-
nized—as have many others—that Dr.
Segars’ unique brand of personalized
care and true concern for his patients
has distinguished him as the best phy-
sician that Mississippi, and our coun-
try, has to offer.

In addition to his many professional
and civic accomplishments, Dr. Segars
also is an extremely successful family
man. He and his wife Martha are the
proud parents of three children: K.
Scott Segars, Jr. M.D., and wife Diane;
Mark Segars, Tishomingo County Pros-
ecuting Attorney; and Leigh Segars, an
attorney in Florida. Dr. Segars and his
wife also have three grandsons: Tyler,
Jake, and Thompson.

I ask my colleagues to join me today
as I congratulate Dr. Kelly S. Segars as
the Mississippi Family Practice Physi-
cian of the Year and wish him and his
family all the best in his future as he
continues as a leader in our commu-
nity. On behalf of my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle, I thank Dr.
Segars for the many things he has done
for the town of Tuka, Tishomingo Coun-
ty, the State of Mississippi, and our
great Nation.

————

MORE GUNS EQUALS MORE
SUICIDES

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, a study by
the Harvard School of Public Health
brings to light disturbing information
about the presence of firearms in a
home. The study conducted by Drs.
Matthew Miller, Deborah Azrael, and
David Hemenway entitled ‘‘Household
Firearm Ownership and Suicide Rates
in the United States” concluded that
in states where gun ownership levels
are higher, a disproportionately large
number of people commit suicide.

According to the study, of the more
than 30,000 suicides in 1998, 57 percent
involved the use of a firearm. In states
with more guns, people were more like-
ly to commit suicide. The study found
that in States with a higher incidence
of gun ownership people were 1.6 times
more likely to commit suicide than
people in states with a lower incidence
of gun ownership. Further, the Harvard
study shows that people 15-24 years old
from states with a high incidence of
gun ownership are more than four
times more likely to commit suicide

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

than people the same age in states with
a low incidence of gun ownership. Ac-
cording to statistics cited by the Brady
Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence, in
1998, more than 1200 children aged 10-19
committed suicide with firearms. Near-
ly two-thirds of all completed teenage
suicides involve a firearm.

One step that can be taken to reduce
suicides among children is to prevent
easy access to guns for children. I co-
sponsored Senator DURBIN’s Child Ac-
cess Prevention Act because it would
do just that. Under this bill, adults who
fail to lock up loaded firearms or an
unloaded firearm with ammunition
could be held liable if a weapon is
taken by a child and used to kill or in-
jure him or herself or another person.
The bill would also increase the pen-
alties for selling a gun to a juvenile
and create a gun safety education pro-
gram that includes parent-teacher or-
ganizations, local law enforcement and
community organizations. This bill is
similar to legislation President Bush
signed into law as Governor of Texas. I
support this bill and I believe it is a
meaningful step in the right direction.
It’s clear that reducing child access to
guns can save lives.

————

NATIONAL POW/MIA RECOGNITION
DAY

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, today is
National POW/MIA Recognition Day.

I rise on this special day to remem-
ber and honor those brave Americans
who during past armed engagements in
defense of this nation or our alliances
were prisoners of war and those who
are still listed missing in action. As a
nation, we set aside this day to further
recognize the sacrifices of the restless
families of these fine patriots, assuring
them that we have not forgotten.

In the past year, our dedicated Sol-
diers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines
have again taken up the mantle of free-
dom; this time to prosecute an elusive
and dangerous enemy. They have
ousted an oppressive regime in Afghan-
istan and continue to hunt those impli-
cated in the war on terrorism. Like
generations before them, these Ameri-
cans have sworn an oath to support and
defend the Constitution. As a former
Navy officer, I feel strongly that the
United States government has a simi-
larly strong obligation to these men
and women who serve in the Armed
Forces. Specifically, we must work to
ensure the return of POWs and MIAs at
the end of hostilities. We must not rest
until all American POW/MIAs are re-
turned and accounted for, and the
many questions that have overwhelmed
their families are answered.

The vigorous pursuit of this commit-
ment must continue through on-site
investigations being undertaken in
Indochina and through a fuller exam-
ination of records in Russia, Iraq and
Southeast Asia. For in our history, we
recall somberly today that while thou-
sands died, many others endured years
in starved, tortured, isolated misery
before regaining their freedom. Their
perseverance, integrity and heroism

S8971

are shining examples of the core values
on which this nation was founded and
became great.

A year ago, Americans were sifting
through smoldering rubble at the Pen-
tagon and at the site of the twin towers
looking for their comrades in arms.
Those actions have ceased, but around
the world, others continue to sift
through long-silent war zones to find
and identify remains of the fallen and
the missing.

The Department of Defense Prisoner
of War/Missing Personnel Office has
had considerable successes in the past
year, but we still have much to accom-
plish before our responsibility to all
the POWs and MIAs is fulfilled. Just
this year, we have identified the re-
mains of 46 Americans who served in
the Vietnam War. Unfortunately, there
are still 1,907 unaccounted Americans
who served in Vietnam. Also this year,
32 Americans have been repatriated
who served in the Korean War, while
over 8,100 remain unaccounted for.
And, through hard work and deter-
mination in the past year, the DPMO
has recovered the remains of eight
Americans who served in the Second
World War. 78,750 Americans who
served in World War II are as yet ac-
counted.

It is important to remember that
this is a cooperative effort and requires
commitments from all branches of our
government as well as the countries
where the servicemen remain missing.
Negotiations in the past six years with
North Korea have yielded many suc-
cesses. One search operation continues
even today in North Korea and a third
and final operation for the year will
begin on September 28, concluding Oc-
tober 29.

According to the Department of De-
fense, America has had 23 operations
since 1996 to locate MIA’s in North
Korea. These missions are all possible
because of cooperation and negotiation
with North Korea. Let this cooperation
be an example to all of what can be ac-
complished when we work together.

Today, I want to pay special tribute
to the dedication and service of the sol-
diers from my home State of Indiana
who are or were POW/MIAs from the
Vietnam War and the Korean War.

These great Americans and their
families have the gratitude of this free
Nation. I urge the Senate, the adminis-
tration, the Departments of Defense
and State, the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
and the National Security Agency to
redouble their efforts to bring our sol-
diers home as quickly as possible. Let
us all take heart from the POW/MIA
flag, displayed in the Capitol rotunda,
which proclaims: ‘““You Are Not Forgot-
ten.”

I ask unanimous consent that the
names of Indiana’s missing and unac-
counted from the Korea and Vietnam
Wars be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-18T23:05:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




