S7886

by working closely with the Congress, where
Members and their staffs knew him, re-
spected him, and trusted him, Don Hittle had
effectively minimized the repercussions from
Ribbon Creek. One senior member from the
House of Representatives was heard to say:
“Don Hittle is the best damned Legislative
Assistant the Marine Corps has ever had.”

One could go on for hours, perhaps days,
about Don’s myriad contributions to his
Country and his Corps. As an example, I
could tell you how he more than any other
saved the Army Navy Club from extinction.
Senator John Warner, who is here with us
today, could tell you that when he was Sec-
retary of the Navy he never had a more
imaginative and dedicated Assistant Sec-
retary. Joe Bartlett, the former House Read-
ing Clerk and a retired Marine Corps Gen-
eral, could tell you how Don Hittle was re-
sponsible for the creation of the dynamic
Congressional Marine Club. Incidentally,
Jim Lawrence, who is also with us today,
once said of this organization: ‘‘Congress cre-
ated the Marine Corps—Congress has sus-
tained the Marine Corps—Congress has man-
dated the mission of the Marine Corps—
through this organization we are now bonded
to each other forever.”

In the end, however, all of his many other
contributions to his Country and to his be-
loved Corps pale by comparison to what he
accomplished as a member of the renowned
““Chowder Society”’, that elite group of bril-
liant Marine officers who, in the aftermath
of World War II when the very life of our
Corps was threatened, insured that our exist-
ence, our roles, and our missions were writ-
ten into law. Don’s critical role in the sur-
vival of his Corps was best described by Gen-
eral Merrill Twining when he inscribed his
book, No Bended Knee, ‘‘To: Don Hittle, Who
saved our Corps.” There can be no doubt that
our Corps we have today, with three active
divisions and wings written into law, owes an
enormous debt of gratitude to Brigadier Gen-
eral James D. Hittle, USMC (Retired).

Isn’t it ironic to remember that fifty-five
years ago certain groups, whose objectives
were inimical to the survival of our Corps,
were attempting to relegate us into insig-
nificance. Today, with a lion’s share of the
credit for making it possible going to Don
Hittle, we have just heard that Jim Jones,
our 32d Commandant, is soon to be the Su-
preme Allied Commander in Europe. Our
congratulations go to Jim—his Corps is very
proud—Don Hittle is very proud!

Several years after my retirement, Don
asked me to join him for lunch at his Army
Navy Club. His purpose was to ask if I would
give his eulogy. I was honored beyond belief,
but did not look forward to the day when it
would become a reality.

Before closing, let me share with you a
story that Joe Bartlett told me last week.

Jinny and Joe are members of a Bible class
at their church. As a gesture of their love
and caring for those who are terminally ill,
the class prepares an audio tape for their lis-
tening. On one side they include the pa-
tient’s favorite hymns, and, on the other, a
medley of their favorite tunes. During Don’s
last days with us—a time when he was under
heavy sedation—Joe swears that Don’s body
stiffened to attention every time the Ma-
rines Hymn was played.

In closing, let me remind you that Don
lived by two simple words—words which have
given inspiration to our Corps for over 200
years—Semper Fidelis—always faithful.

Don Hittle was always:

Semper Fidelis to his God.

Semper Fidelis to his Country.

Semper Fidelis to his Family.

Semper Fidelis to his Corps.

And, Semper Fidelis to his fellow man.

In Don’s memory, then, let us share these
meaningful words with each other as we
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leave this holy place—and let us pray that
one day we can live in a world where all of
its citizens are Semper Fidelis to each other.
Don Hittle would like that.e

—————

RECLAMATION OF LA SIERRA
PARK

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to
share with the Senate a very special
and important story about a few home-
town heroes who changed the face of an
entire neighborhood.

La Sierra Park is in the heart of the
La Sierra neighborhood in Riverside,
CA. Two years ago, gangs came to fre-
quent the park, transforming this
small treasure into a place of crime
and fear. Playful interaction among
children was replaced with drug deal-
ing. Residents were robbed and could
not use the park unless they paid gang
members an entrance fee. However,
when a woman was raped in the park in
late 2000, local residents decided to
fight back.

Marisol Ruiz and Araceli Moore, co-
founders of Friends of Myra Linn, led a
growing number of neighbors in the ef-
fort to take back the park. They passed
out flyers, held Neighborhood Watch
meetings and attended City Hall meet-
ings. They did everything they could to
gather support.

This project turned into ‘‘Operation
Safe Park.” City workers got volun-
teers to help transform the park back
into the treasure it once was. Volun-
teers augmented police patrols at the
park, increased lighting and trimmed
the foliage so criminals had nowhere to
hide. Soon, residents were enjoying a
soccer game and school dance perform-
ance held at the park. It is clear that
the park was back in the hands of the
community.

The story of ‘“‘Operation Safe Park”
shows what a mneighborhood can do
when it comes together for community
improvement. I applaud Marisol Ruiz,
Araceli Moore and all those who
worked so hard to make a difference in
this neighborhood. In taking back this
park, these people made their neigh-
borhood a safer and better place for
now and for future generations. Their
exemplary dedication and commitment
serve as an inspiration to us all.e

—————

TRIBUTE TO BRIAN HONAN

e Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, on
Tuesday, Boston lost one of its great-
est public servants, City Councilor
Brian Honan. Brian was raised in a
family that held public service in the
highest regard. He learned early in life
the value of community and the
strength of working together on a com-
mon goal. In his brief life, Brian
touched so many people in countless
ways. The true measure of Brian’s con-
tribution to Boston and Massachusetts
may never be known, but the life he
lived and the love he gave will live on
in the hearts of his friends, his family
and the city of Boston for years to
come.
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In his years of service to his commu-
nity, in the District Attorney’s Office
or as a City Councilor from Allston and
Brighton, Brian never forgot his prin-
ciples and ideals, never forgot those he
served and the city he loved so well,
and never forgot the need to fight for
those who are unable to fight for them-
selves. There is no greater example of
willingness to serve his fellow man
than the life and legacy of Brian
Honan.

A bright light in the Boston commu-
nity was lost to us all on Tuesday but
the strength and power of that light
lives on in Brian’s legacy, and is a pow-
erful reminder to us all about what
public service is all about. He will be
dearly missed.e

———

APPRECIATION FOR
AMBASSSADOR MALEEHA LODHI

e Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, on behalf
of myself and my colleagues I would
like to place in the record a bipartisan
statement of appreciation for the out-
going Ambassador of Pakistan, Dr.
Maleeha Lodhi.

Ambassador Lodhi has served her
country with exceptional distinction.
Her prior experience as both an aca-
demic and a journalist has proved to be
a great advantage: she has always ar-
ticulated her government’s positions
with the precision of a scholar and the
persuasive reach of a news analyst.

Perhaps most significantly, Ambas-
sador Lodhi has served as a cultural
bridge. She has played an invaluable
role in harmonizing the various goals
shared by Pakistan and the United
States, goals ranging from advancing
the international war on terror to de-
escalating tensions in South Asia.
Moreover, Ambassador Lodhi has- by
both her words and her personal
example- helped bridge the chasm of
misunderstanding between the United
States and the Islamic world.

Ambassador Lodhi’s mission has been
to serve the people and nation of Paki-
stan, and she has fulfilled that mission
superbly. But at this critical juncture,
Ambassador Lodhi has also been a
great asset in furthering the common
interests not only of Pakistan and
United States, but of many voices of
moderation, tolerance and progressive
thinking all across the Muslim world.
Her presence here in Washington will
be sorely missed, and we wish her all
the best on her return home.”’®

————
KING BISCUIT TIME

e Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, ever
since it hit the airwaves one lunchtime
fifty-six years ago this November,
“King Biscuit Time” has profoundly
influenced the development and popu-
larity of the blues. As the oldest and
longest-running blues program on the
radio, it helped promote the careers of
bluesmen who pioneered this musical
style and later brought it from street
corners and juke joints in the South to
an international audience. And today,
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KFFA and Helena are even ‘‘must see”
stops for Japanese and European tour-
ists who want to learn about the cul-
tural roots of the blues.

“First things first,”” recalls Sonny
“Sunshine’ Payne, the program’s host
for over eleven thousand broadcasts;
King Biscuit Time started when
guitarist Robert Junior Lockwood and
harmonica player Sonny Boy
Williamson were told they would have
to get a sponsor to get on the air.”
That was 1941, when Payne was a teen-
ager cleaning 78 rpm’s and running er-
rands at KFFA. “They came to the sta-
tion one day and I showed them in to
station manager Sam Anderson . . . he
sent them over to the Interstate Gro-
cery Company and its owner Max
Moore who had a flour called ‘“King
Biscuit Flour . . .”

Lockwood and Williamson became
the show’s original King Biscuit Enter-
tainers who advertised flour and corn
meal in Helena and the surrounding
Delta region; and after a lucky break,
Sonny Payne took over as program
host when the announcer lost his script
while on the air. The program was a
smash hit, thanks mostly to the play-
ing and on-air presence of harp player
Williamson. He became so popular that
the sponsor named its product ‘‘Sonny
Boy Corn Meal”’ and he was, and still
is, pictured, smiling and with his har-
monica, on a burlap sack of his own
brand of meal.

Williamson was a musical pioneer in
his own right. He was one of the first to
make the harmonica the centerpiece in
a blues band. His unique phrasings,
compared by many to the human voice,
influenced countless harp players.

His partner, Robert Junior
Lockwood, stepson of the legendary
Robert Johnson, also influenced the
blues style. A fan of big band jazz, he
incorporated jazzier elements into the
blues, often playing the guitar with his
fingers.

As years passed, the duo expanded
into a full band, including piano player
““Pine Top” Perkins, Houston
Stackhouse and ‘‘Peck” Curtis, and
musicians who played on the show also
advertised local appearances that gave
them more work.

With the success of ‘““King Biscuit
Time,” Helena soon became a center
for the blues. It was a key stopping off
point for black musicians on the trip
north to the barrooms and clubs of Chi-
cago’s South and West sides. Already,
in the thirties, the town had seen the
likes of pianist Memphis Slim and Hel-
ena native Roosevelt Sykes, as well as
guitarists Howlin® Wolf, Honeyboy
Edwards, and Elmore James. And when
the program went on the air, it helped
shape the early careers of many an as-
piring musician. ‘“‘Little Walter” Ja-
cobs and Jimmy Rogers, who later
played with Muddy Waters, came to
live and learn in Helena in the mid-
1940’s. Muddy Waters also brought his
band to Helena to play on KFFA and in
bars in the area. Teenager Ike Turner
first heard the blues on KFFA around
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that time, and King Biscuit pianist
“Pine Top” Perkins gave him lessons
in his trademark boogie woogie style.

The program also influenced other
stations to put the blues on the radio.
Its initial popularity convinced adver-
tisers that the blues had commercial
potential. “It was a major break-
through,” explains folklorist Bill Fer-
ris, director of the Center for the Study
of Southern Culture at Ole Miss; ‘“‘King
Biscuit Time was a discovery of an au-
dience and a market . . . that hitherto
radio had not really understood.”
Across the Mississippi River from Hel-
ena, radio station WROX put the
South’s first black deejay, Early
Wright, on the air spinning blues and
gospel records in 1947. Upriver in Mem-
phis, station WDIA the next year be-
came the first southern station with an
all-black staff, including a young musi-
cian named Riley ‘“B. B.” King, who
got an early break as a deejay. And, in
Nashville in the late forties, station
WLAC reached nearly half the country
with its late-night blues and R&B
shows. All of these programs and sta-
tions owe an enormous debt to ‘“King
Biscuit Time.”

And today, the legacy of the show
continues, with blues programs heard
on radio stations across the U.S., the
recordings of the many ‘“King Biscuit
Entertainers,” and the yearly King
Biscuit festival in Helena celebrating
the city’s cultural heritage and signifi-
cant role in developing and promoting
the blues.®

———

IN RECOGNITION OF CALIFORNIA
STATE SENATOR JIM COSTA FOR
TWENTY-FOUR YEARS OF PUB-
LIC SERVICE.

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise
today to bring to the Senate’s atten-
tion the exemplary achievements and
outstanding service of State Senator
Jim Costa of Fresno, California.

Senator Jim Costa will retire this
year after twenty-four years of service
in the California State Legislature. 1
am pleased to honor Senator Costa for
his outstanding leadership and service
and add my voice to the special rec-
ognition and the outpouring of admira-
tion from throughout California.

In his many years of public service,
Senator Costa has been dedicated to
serving the Central Valley. Senator
Costa is also well known for his sense
of honor, purpose and teamwork that
made him so effective in the California
State Legislature.

I am honored to congratulate him on
his many accomplishments over more
than two decades of service. I wish Sen-
ator Costa the best in his future en-
deavors. I know he will continue to
make outstanding contributions to the
people of California. I ask that excerpts
from the Fresno Bee Editorial from
July 24, 2002 be printed in the RECORD:

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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[From the Fresno Bee, July 24, 2002]
CALLING IT A CAREER
JIM COSTA’S VALUABLE SERVICE IN THE STATE
LEGISLATURE COMING TO AN END.

Democrat Jim Costa will make his polit-
ical curtain call next month at a testimonial
dinner that is expected to draw some of Cali-
fornia’s most powerful politicians. It will be
a fitting send-off recognizing a 24-year legis-
lative career that began with youthful exu-
berance and is ending with a record of ac-
complishments that you’d expect from a sea-
soned veteran.

The dinner on Aug. 25 at the Fresno Con-
vention Center will bring together four of
the state’s five living governors, along with
San Francisco Mayor Willie Brown, the
former speaker of the Assembly. Costa has
worked with all of them, gaining their re-
spect even when they were at political odds.
Dinner proceeds will benefit the Kenneth L.
Maddy Institute at California State Univer-
sity, Fresno.

Costa understands better than most politi-
cians the independent nature of Valley’s vot-
ers. First in the Assembly and then in the
state Senate, he balanced the political inter-
ests of the region as well as any legislator.
He has championed the needs of agriculture
and has fought to improve the Valley’s busi-
ness climate. He also battled to improve the
plight of the region’s many impoverished
communities.e

———

THE RETIREMENT OF RIVERSIDE
COUNTY SHERIFF LARRY SMITH

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I rise to
reflect on the distinguished career of
Riverside County Sheriff Larry Smith,
who will retire later this year. Sheriff
Smith is also the immediate past presi-
dent of the California State Sheriff’s
Association. The people of Riverside
County, his colleagues and admirers
will celebrate his career on August 9.

During Sheriff Smith’s extraordinary
36-year record of service to law en-
forcement, he has held numerous posi-
tions and has achieved many important
accomplishments. He served as River-
side County’s Search and Rescue Coor-
dinator and commanded the Depart-
ment’s SWAT team before working as
chief deputy sheriff. Thanks to Sheriff
Smith’s leadership and vision during
his tenure as chief deputy sheriff, the
Riverside County Corrections system is
one of the largest in the United States.

Sheriff Smith was elected to serve as
Riverside County Sheriff in 1994 and
was reelected to serve a second term in
1998. During Sheriff Smith’s tenure,
Riverside County saw a dramatic de-
crease in crime. Sheriff Smith was in-
strumental in the creation of the Ben
Clark Public Safety Training Center.
He collaborated with federal, state and
local legislators to establish the facil-
ity, which provides valuable training
for law enforcement officers, fire-
fighters and paramedics. As I have seen
for myself, it is truly a model for pub-
lic safety training centers throughout
the nation.

In addition to his tremendous com-
mitment to his career, Sheriff Smith is
an exemplary community leader. He
has been active in the American Heart
Association, the United Way of the In-
land Empire and the Debbie Chisholm
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