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Some will argue that generic bio-
logics cannot be manufactured, but un-
less we try to invent a fast track ap-
proval process for biologics, I do not
see how we will ever know how to over-
come the technical obstacles.

It seems to me that one of the high-
est priorities of the next Commissioner
of Food and Drugs will be to make cer-
tain that the leadership of FDA’s Cen-
ter for Biologics is committed, in part-
nership with the private sector and
academic researchers, to identifying
the issues and attempting to find solu-
tions to the many issues that need to
be resolved in order to make generic
biologics.

I want to acknowledge that Senator
ROCKEFELLER has introduced a legisla-
tive proposal in this area although I
have problems with his study and auto-
matic pilot features.

The last overarching issue that I will
raise today is how the structure and
strength of the research-based segment
of the American pharmaceutical indus-
try has changed since 1984.

On the one hand, we have seen sub-
stantial growth in the biotechnology
industry. There are now some 1,400 U.S.
biotech firms, although only 41 of these
biotech companies have any revenues
from FDA-approved products.

On the other hand, I think that Con-
gress should consider whether there are
any appropriate actions we can, or
should, take today to make sure that
America retains a vibrant research-
based large-firm pharmaceutical sec-
tor. I have nothing against the several
new consolidated multinational drug
firms but we must never allow our na-
tional leadership in biomedical re-
search to erode. I suggest my col-
leagues review the transcript of the
March Commerce Committee hearing
on the McCain-Schumer legislation and
examine the thoughts of Senator
WYDEN related to the financial health
and status of the product pipeline of
the large drug firms.

Senator WYDEN, with his long ties to
consumer groups like the Gray Pan-
thers, is certainly no patsy of the drug
industry. But the Senator from Oregon
clearly understands that while we poli-
ticians always want to focus on how to
help distribute the golden eggs—the
new medicines—to our constituents, we
also need to pay attention to the
health of the goose. It is true that the
pharmaceutical industry has had a
great run of success since about 1994
when the Clinton health care plan was
rejected. But today’s dry pipelines
presage problems tomorrow.

The fact is that the drug discovery
business is a high risk, high reward en-
deavor and Congress can do real, and
perhaps irreversible harm, to some
firms if we choose the wrong intellec-
tual property policies. We need to dis-
cuss if there are appropriate ways to
increase our nation’s biomedical re-
search capacity, such as the set of pro-
posals set forth in the Lieberman bill.

We should not be so quick to vilify
the research-based pharmaceutical in-
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dustry as was done repeatedly for the
last three weeks. We know what hap-
pened. Political and tactical consider-
ations led some to believe there needed
to be a villain in this Medicare debate.
In a sense, history repeated itself as
some took a page right out of the Clin-
ton Administration play book.

Here is how the book, The System,
authored by David Broder and Haynes
Johnson, two highly respected journal-
ists, described the tactics of the Clin-
ton White House in trying to pass its
too grand health care reform plan in
1993 and 1994:

Clinton’s political advisers focused
mainly on the message that for ‘‘the plain
folks it’s greed—greedy hospitals, greedy
doctors, greedy insurance companies. It was
an us-versus-them-issue, which Clinton was
extremely good at exploiting.”

Clinton’s political consultants—Carville,
Begala, Grunwald, Greenberg—all thought
‘‘there had to be villains” . . . at that point,
the insurance companies and the pharma-
ceutical companies became the enemy.

Unfortunately, that strategy re-
appeared over the last few weeks and
we lost an opportunity to debate in a
more reasoned fashion the complex set
of issues and delicate balance required
in pioneer-generic issues that I have
just described. Nor did we do any great
justice in delving beyond the surface
and into the substance of the issues ad-
dressed in S. 812.

I have made it clear that my vision
and preference for Waxman-Hatch re-
form is to help facilitate a constructive
dialogue among interested parties. We
all could benefit by a fair exchange of
viewpoints on a broad range of inno-
vator/generic firm issues, including the
matters I have just outlined.

The issues that are addressed in the
HELP Committee Substitute to S. 812
are important issues. So are the notice
provisions contained in Senator
LEAHY’s bill, S. 754.

Unfortunately, the politics of Medi-
care prevented the debate over S. 812
from unfolding in a manner that en-
couraged a thoughtful discussion of
even these narrower set of issues, let
alone the initiation of a public dia-
logue of the broader—and perhaps more
significant in the long run—Hatch-
Waxman reform issues that I have just
described.

I wanted to take this opportunity to
set forth these ideas for the future con-
sideration of my colleagues and other
interested parties.

I look forward to debating these
issues in the future and to working
with the House and other interested
parties to further perfect the Senate-
passed version of S. 812.

—

THE EFFORTS OF STUDENTS AT
MONTELLO MIDDLE SCHOOL AND
HIGH SCHOOL

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I
would like to take a moment to recog-
nize a group of students from Montello,
WI, who have reached out to show their
support and appreciation for the U.S.
Navy sailors on duty in the North Ara-
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bian Sea. In support of Operation En-
during Freedom, 168 students from the
Montello Middle School and High
School have dedicated tremendous
time and effort to showing their sup-
port for our sailors on board the USS
Seattle and the USS Detroit. Their ap-
preciation for the work our sailors and
military personnel are doing overseas
should be an inspiration to every
American.

This group of students, led by their
teacher Catherine Ellenbecker, sent 35
boxes of snacks and cookies to the crew
aboard these ships. They also collected
18,892 golf balls for the sailors and were
given a donation of 100 golf clubs by
B&G Golf in Appleton, WI.

By sending these gifts, the students
greatly improved the morale of those
on board. As one Navy Captain wrote,
“Your gifts and many good wishes have
helped to bring home a little closer
today.” A total of 116 students con-
tinue to correspond with the USS De-
troit and 52 other students have pen
pals on the USS Seattle through both
emails and letters.

I applaud these students for their
thoughtfulness, their diligence, and
above all for their support of our men
and women in uniform. These students
recognize that we are safe here at home
thanks to the hardworking men and
women of the U.S. military. It gives me
great pride to know that students from
my home state of Wisconsin have done
so much to support these sailors. I
commend the students from Montello
Middle School and High School for
their efforts.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

IN MEMORIAM: MARI-RAE SOPPER

e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would
like to take this opportunity to share
with the Senate the memory of one of
my constituents, Mari-Rae Sopper, who
lost her life on September 11, 2001. Ms.
Sopper was a 35-year-old lawyer and
gymnastics coach when the flight she
was on, American Airlines Flight 77,
was hijacked by terrorists. As we all
know, that plane crashed into the Pen-
tagon, killing everyone on board.

Ms. Sopper was a native of Inverness,
Illinois and attended William Fremd
High School in Palatine, Illinois. At
the age of 15 she set the goal of becom-
ing a champion gymnast. She suc-
ceeded, becoming all-American in four
events, the school’s Athlete of the Year
and the State’s Outstanding Senior
Gymnast of the Year.

Larry Petrillo, her high school gym-
nastics coach, remembers her as brash
and committed. ‘“‘One thing she taught
me is, you never settle for less than
you are capable of. We should never ac-
cept limits. We should always fight the
good fight. She was a staunch sup-
porter of gymnastics and what’s
right,” he recalls.

Upon graduating from Iowa State
University with a degree in exercise
science, Ms. Sopper earned a master’s
degree in athletics administration
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from the University of North Texas and
a law degree from the University of
Denver. Ms. Sopper was an accom-
plished dancer and choreographer and
continued to coach at gymnastics
clubs.

Ms. Sopper practiced law as a Lieu-
tenant in the Navy’s JAG Corps, focus-
ing on defense and appellate defense.
She had left the Navy JAG Corps and
was an associate with the law firm
Schmeltzer, Aptaker & Sheperd, P.C.
when she found her dream job: to coach
the women’s gymnastics team at the
University of California at Santa Bar-
bara.

It was a one year appointment and
Ms. Sopper was looking forward to the
challenge. Her mother, Marion
Kminek, says Mari-Rae was excited
about the opportunity. ‘I said go for it.
Life is too short. It was something she
had always wanted to do and she was so
happy and excited,”” recalls Kminek.

At the time of her death, Ms. Sopper
was moving to Santa Barbara to begin
her appointment. Her close friend,
Mike Jacki, recalls ‘““This was to be a
new adventure for Mari-Rae, and an op-
portunity to get back into the sport
she loved. We have lost a very special
person. She was prepared to make her
dream come true, and in an instant it
was gone.”’

Mari-Rae Sopper is remembered for
her loyalty, strong values, excellent
work ethic and spirit for life. She is
survived by her mother, Marion
Kminek and stepfather, Frank Kminek,
her father Bill Sopper, sister Tammy
and many loving friends.

None of us is untouched by the terror
of September 11th, and many Califor-
nians were part of each tragic moment
of that tragic day. Some were trapped
in the World Trade Center towers.
Some were at work in the Pentagon.
And the fates of some were sealed as
they boarded planes bound for San
Francisco or Los Angeles.

I offer today this tribute to one of
the 51 Californians who perished on
that awful morning. I want to assure
the family of Mari-Rae Sopper, and the
families of all the victims, that their
fathers and mothers, sons and daugh-
ters, aunts, uncles, brothers and sisters
will not be forgotten.e

———————

IN RECOGNITION OF SISTER ROSA
ALVAREZ

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize Sister Rosa Alvarez
for her commitment to social service
for Delaware’s immigrants. She has
dedicated her life to opening doors to
families that otherwise might have
been closed by language and cultural
barriers. In doing so, she has become a
lifeline for Georgetown’s Hispanic com-
munity.

In the last decade, Latino immi-
grants have flooded Georgetown, trans-
forming the ethnic and cultural back-
drop of southern Delaware. Sister Rosa
has helped the community overcome
language barriers so that they can
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start healthy families and lead produc-
tive lives.

Sister Rosa has been present for hun-
dreds of area births. Known as ‘‘la
abuelita,” or ‘little grandmother,”
Sister offers help to Georgetown’s
mothers and children, particularly
those mothers who are children them-
selves. Placing heavy emphasis on pre-
natal care, she helps young mothers
make doctors appointments and pro-
vides transportation if necessary, to
make sure they get to them. She suc-
cessfully campaigned for vitamins for
the community’s pregnant mothers,
and actively mentors parents who need
assistance.

Sister Rosa works with La
Esperanza, a community center for
Sussex County’s Latino population

doing fantastic work in its own right,
to provide social services for thousands
of immigrants faced with inaccessible
healthcare, domestic violence, reduced
education and legal complications.

Working alongside Mark Lally and
Marjorie Biles in my Georgetown of-
fice, Sister Rosa helps the downstate
Hispanic community navigate the
maze of paperwork often required to
get work visas, Medicaid benefits and
housing. She helps Spanish-speaking
immigrants fill out English language
forms and devotes time every week to
helping families translate and pay
their bills.

At some point, all of us need to look
back and take stock of where we have
been and where we are going. Have we
lived our lives in the service to others,
or merely for ourselves? At the end of
the day, can we say with confidence
that we did our best and worked to our
fullest potential?

I had the pleasure of meeting Sister
Rosa at La Red, a Hispanic health cen-
ter in Sussex County, DE, earlier this
year. I was struck by her boundless en-
ergy and kind heart. She offers people
hope. Her dedication intensifies the
work of others, and pushes us to take
an introspective look at the purpose of
our own lives.

Mahatma Ghandi, one of Sister’s
idols, said in the 1920s, “‘If we are to
reach real peace in this world, we shall
have to begin with the children.”
Today his sentiments are seen in her
actions.

At a time when the face of our Na-
tion is in constant flux and the call to
service rings louder than ever, it is in-
dividuals like Sister Rosa who leave
me feeling hopeful about our country’s
future. It is she who brought many in
the community to my office for assist-
ance, she who is empowering commu-
nity leaders, she who is making a dif-
ference with her infectious smile.

I rise today to honor and thank Sis-
ter Rosa for her selfless dedication to
the betterment of others. She is a re-
markable woman and a testament to
the community she represents.e
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IN CELEBRATION OF EAST SIDE
CHARTER SCHOOL

e Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the East Side Char-
ter School in Wilmington, DE. Five
years after opening their doors to some
of the State’s most economically and
educationally disadvantaged children,
they have amassed a record of meeting
and exceeding expectations. The
achievement gap is narrowing in the
First State, and the East Side Charter
School is leading the way.

Located in the middle of what is
called the projects, in properties man-
aged by the Wilmington Housing Au-
thority on the east side of Wilmington,
East Side Charter School is home to
low-income students in grades K-3 who
face unique challenges.

Over 80 percent of the students at
BEast Side Charter School live in pov-
erty. Most of the children live with
only one parent, few of whom com-
pleted any college education. Many
live in neighborhoods with high inci-
dence of violence and crime, and some
are without proper nutrition and
health care.

But at this school, kids can come
early and stay late. They have a longer
school year. They wear school uni-
forms. Parents sign something akin to
a contract of mutual responsibility.
Teachers and administrators are given
freer reign to innovate and initiate.
The attendance rate is nearly perfect.
Parents are given a better chance to
help children fulfill their potential.

At this school the halls are filled
with talented faculty, skilled super-
visors, and dedicated staff. Principal
Will Robinson challenges students and
empowers them to meet those chal-
lenges.

When the East Side Charter School
started 5 years ago, the odds were
stacked against its success. The school
has flourished though, in spite of the
daunting statistics. One of almost 200
public schools in the State of Dela-
ware, from the wealthiest to those
struggling the most, East Side Charter
School was the only one in the last few
years where every student tested met
or exceeded our State’s standards in
math.

As Governor of Delaware, and now as
Senator, I have shared with people
across America the story of East Side’s
incredible success. I tell them about
the teachers like Barbara Juraco, who
daily demonstrate unparalleled com-
mitment and patience, the support
staff that’s there when needed, the stu-
dents who again and again exceed ex-
pectations, and the parents and family
members who understand they have an
obligation to be full partners in the
education of their children. Together,
they serve as an inspiration and an ex-
ample to communities across the coun-
try.

Delaware is a small State, but we are
building a growing record of achieve-
ment in public school education. State-
wide, scores have again increased in all
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