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S. Con. Res. 129 

Whereas chronic obstructive pulmonary 
disease (referred to in this concurrent resolu-
tion as ‘‘COPD’’) is primarily associated with 
emphysema and chronic bronchitis, condi-
tions with which 3,000,000 and 9,000,000 people 
in the United States, respectively, have been 
diagnosed; 

Whereas COPD is progressive and irrevers-
ible; 

Whereas as COPD progresses, the airways 
and alveoli in the lungs lose elasticity and 
the airway walls collapse, closing off smaller 
airways and narrowing larger ones; 

Whereas symptoms of COPD include chron-
ic coughing, chest tightness, shortness of 
breath, increased effort to breathe, increased 
mucus production, and frequent clearing of 
the throat; 

Whereas risk factors for COPD include 
long-term smoking, a family history of 
COPD, exposure to air pollution or second- 
hand smoke, and a history of childhood res-
piratory infections; 

Whereas more than half of all people who 
suffer from COPD report that their condition 
limits their ability to work, sleep, and par-
ticipate in social and physical activities; 

Whereas more than half of all people who 
suffer from COPD feel they are not in control 
of their breathing, panic when they cannot 
catch their breath, and expect their condi-
tion to worsen; 

Whereas 16,000,000 people in the United 
States have been diagnosed with some form 
of COPD and an estimated 16,000,000 people in 
the United States with COPD are 
undiagnosed; 

Whereas nearly 107,000 people died in the 
United States of COPD in 1998, making COPD 
the fourth leading cause of death in the 
United States; 

Whereas COPD accounted for 13,400,000 of-
fice visits to doctors in 1997 and 668,362 hos-
pitalizations in 1998; 

Whereas COPD costs the economy of the 
United States an estimated $30,400,000,000 a 
year; 

Whereas in 1997, 24 States experienced 
death rates from COPD which were between 
41 and 61 deaths per 100,000 people; and 

Whereas too many people with COPD are 
not diagnosed or are not receiving adequate 
treatment: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) November of each year should be estab-
lished as ‘‘Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary 
Disease Awareness Month’’ to raise public 
awareness about the prevalence of chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease and the seri-
ous problems associated with the disease; 
and 

(2) the President should issue a proclama-
tion calling on the people of the United 
States to observe the month with appro-
priate programs and activities. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 4312. Mr. REID (for Ms. MIKULSKI (for 
himself, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. KERRY, Mr. 
JEFFORDS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. FRIST, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. ROB-
ERTS, Mr. WELLSTONE, Mr. ENZI, Mr. BIDEN, 
Mr. WARNER, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. 
LEAHY, Mr. GRAHAM, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HAR-
KIN, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. TORRICELLI, 
Mr. DOMENICI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DODD, Mr. 
DASCHLE, Mrs. CARNAHAN, Mr. SMITH of Or-
egon, Mr. REED, Mr. BREAUX, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
DAYTON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. 
ALLEN, Mr. CHAFEE, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. 
SANTORUM, Mr. BAYH, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. 

CLELAND, Mr. SMITH, of New Hampshire, and 
Mr. INHOFE)) proposed an amendment to the 
bill H.R. 3487, to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to health profes-
sions programs regarding the field of nurs-
ing. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 4312. Mr. REID (for Ms. MIKULSKI 
(for himself, Mr. HUTCHINSON, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. JEFFORDS, Mr. GREGG, Mr. 
FRIST, Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. COLLINS, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. WELLSTONE, 
Mr. ENZI, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
CORZINE, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
GRAHAM, Ms. CANTWELL, Mrs. LINCOLN, 
Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. TORRICELLI, 
Mr. DOMENICI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. DASCHLE, Mrs. CARNAHAN, Mr. 
SMITH of Oregon, Mr. REED, Mr. 
BREAUX, Mr. BOND, Mr. DAYTON, Mr. 
DEWINE, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. 
CHAFEE, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. ROCKEFELLER, Mr. CLELAND, 
Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire, and Mr. 
INHOFE)) proposed an amendment to 
the bill H.R. 3487, to amend the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to 
health professions program. 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Nurse Rein-
vestment Act’’. 
SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

The table of contents for this Act is as fol-
lows: 
Sec. 1. Short title. 
Sec. 2. Table of contents. 

TITLE I—NURSE RECRUITMENT 
Sec. 101. Definitions. 
Sec. 102. Public service announcements re-

garding the nursing profession. 
Sec. 103. National Nurse Service Corps. 

TITLE II—NURSE RETENTION 
Sec. 201. Building career ladders and retain-

ing quality nurses. 
Sec. 202. Comprehensive geriatric education. 
Sec. 203. Nurse faculty loan program. 
Sec. 204. Reports by General Accounting Of-

fice. 

TITLE I—NURSE RECRUITMENT 
SEC. 101. DEFINITIONS. 

Section 801 of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 296) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘(9) AMBULATORY SURGICAL CENTER.—The 
term ‘ambulatory surgical center’ has the 
meaning applicable to such term under title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act. 

‘‘(10) FEDERALLY QUALIFIED HEALTH CEN-
TER.—The term ‘Federally qualified health 
center’ has the meaning given such term 
under section 1861(aa)(4) of the Social Secu-
rity Act. 

‘‘(11) HEALTH CARE FACILITY.—The term 
‘health care facility’ means an Indian Health 
Service health center, a Native Hawaiian 
health center, a hospital, a Federally quali-
fied health center, a rural health clinic, a 
nursing home, a home health agency, a hos-
pice program, a public health clinic, a State 
or local department of public health, a 
skilled nursing facility, an ambulatory sur-
gical center, or any other facility designated 
by the Secretary. 

‘‘(12) HOME HEALTH AGENCY.—The term 
‘home health agency’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 1861(o) of the Social Se-
curity Act. 

‘‘(13) HOSPICE PROGRAM.—The term ‘hospice 
program’ has the meaning given such term 
in section 1861(dd)(2) of the Social Security 
Act. 

‘‘(14) RURAL HEALTH CLINIC.—The term 
‘rural health clinic’ has the meaning given 
such term in section 1861(aa)(2) of the Social 
Security Act. 

‘‘(15) SKILLED NURSING FACILITY.—The term 
‘skilled nursing facility’ has the meaning 
given such term in section 1819(a) of the So-
cial Security Act.’’. 
SEC. 102. PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS RE-

GARDING THE NURSING PROFES-
SION. 

Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 296 et seq.) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: 

‘‘PART H—PUBLIC SERVICE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

‘‘SEC. 851. PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall de-

velop and issue public service announce-
ments that advertise and promote the nurs-
ing profession, highlight the advantages and 
rewards of nursing, and encourage individ-
uals to enter the nursing profession. 

‘‘(b) METHOD.—The public service an-
nouncements described in subsection (a) 
shall be broadcast through appropriate 
media outlets, including television or radio, 
in a manner intended to reach as wide and 
diverse an audience as possible. 

‘‘(c) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 
through 2007. 
‘‘SEC. 852. STATE AND LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 

award grants to eligible entities to support 
State and local advertising campaigns 
through appropriate media outlets to pro-
mote the nursing profession, highlight the 
advantages and rewards of nursing, and en-
courage individuals from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to enter the nursing profession. 

‘‘(b) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity 
that receives a grant under subsection (a) 
shall use funds received through such grant 
to acquire local television and radio time, 
place advertisements in local newspapers, or 
post information on billboards or on the 
Internet in a manner intended to reach as 
wide and diverse an audience as possible, in 
order to— 

‘‘(1) advertise and promote the nursing pro-
fession; 

‘‘(2) promote nursing education programs; 
‘‘(3) inform the public of financial assist-

ance regarding such education programs; 
‘‘(4) highlight individuals in the commu-

nity who are practicing nursing in order to 
recruit new nurses; or 

‘‘(5) provide any other information to re-
cruit individuals for the nursing profession. 

‘‘(c) LIMITATION.—An eligible entity that 
receives a grant under subsection (a) shall 
not use funds received through such grant to 
advertise particular employment opportuni-
ties. 

‘‘(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 
through 2007.’’. 
SEC. 103. NATIONAL NURSE SERVICE CORPS. 

(a) LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM.—Section 
846(a) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 297n(a)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘in an In-
dian Health Service health center’’ and all 
that follows to the semicolon and inserting 
‘‘at a health care facility with a critical 
shortage of nurses’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘After fiscal year 2007, the Secretary may 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S7173 July 22, 2002 
not, pursuant to any agreement entered into 
under this subsection, assign a nurse to any 
private entity unless that entity is non-
profit.’’. 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT OF SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAM.—Section 846 of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 297n) is amended— 

(1) in the heading for the section, by strik-
ing ‘‘LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘LOAN REPAYMENT AND SCHOLARSHIP PRO-
GRAMS’’; 

(2) by redesignating subsections (d), (f), (g), 
and (h) as subsections (f), (h), (i), and (g), re-
spectively; 

(3) by transferring subsections (f) and (g) 
(as so redesignated) from their current place-
ments, by inserting subsection (f) after sub-
section (e), and by inserting subsection (g) 
after subsection (f) (as so inserted); and 

(4) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing subsection: 

‘‘(d) SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall (for 

fiscal years 2003 and 2004) and may (for fiscal 
years thereafter) carry out a program of en-
tering into contracts with eligible individ-
uals under which such individuals agree to 
serve as nurses for a period of not less than 
2 years at a health care facility with a crit-
ical shortage of nurses, in consideration of 
the Federal Government agreeing to provide 
to the individuals scholarships for attend-
ance at schools of nursing. 

‘‘(2) ELIGIBLE INDIVIDUALS.—In this sub-
section, the term ‘eligible individual’ means 
an individual who is enrolled or accepted for 
enrollment as a full-time or part-time stu-
dent in a school of nursing. 

‘‘(3) SERVICE REQUIREMENT.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not 

enter into a contract with an eligible indi-
vidual under this subsection unless the indi-
vidual agrees to serve as a nurse at a health 
care facility with a critical shortage of 
nurses for a period of full-time service of not 
less than 2 years, or for a period of part-time 
service in accordance with subparagraph (B). 

‘‘(B) PART-TIME SERVICE.—An individual 
may complete the period of service described 
in subparagraph (A) on a part-time basis if 
the individual has a written agreement 
that— 

‘‘(i) is entered into by the facility and the 
individual and is approved by the Secretary; 
and 

‘‘(ii) provides that the period of obligated 
service will be extended so that the aggre-
gate amount of service performed will equal 
the amount of service that would be per-
formed through a period of full-time service 
of not less than 2 years. 

‘‘(4) APPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS.—The provisions of subpart III of part 
D of title III shall, except as inconsistent 
with this section, apply to the program es-
tablished in paragraph (1) in the same man-
ner and to the same extent as such provi-
sions apply to the National Health Service 
Corps Scholarship Program established in 
such subpart.’’. 

(c) PREFERENCE.—Section 846(e) of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 297n(e)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘under subsection (a)’’ 
and all that follows through the period and 
inserting ‘‘under subsection (a) or (d), the 
Secretary shall give preference to qualified 
applicants with the greatest financial 
need.’’. 

(d) REPORTS.—Subsection (h) of section 846 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
297n) (as redesignated by subsection (b)(2)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(h) REPORTS.—Not later than 18 months 
after the date of enactment of the Nurse Re-
investment Act, and annually thereafter, the 
Secretary shall prepare and submit to the 
Congress a report describing the programs 
carried out under this section, including 
statements regarding— 

‘‘(1) the number of enrollees, scholarships, 
loan repayments, and grant recipients; 

‘‘(2) the number of graduates; 
‘‘(3) the amount of scholarship payments 

and loan repayments made; 
‘‘(4) which educational institution the re-

cipients attended; 
‘‘(5) the number and placement location of 

the scholarship and loan repayment recipi-
ents at health care facilities with a critical 
shortage of nurses; 

‘‘(6) the default rate and actions required; 
‘‘(7) the amount of outstanding default 

funds of both the scholarship and loan repay-
ment programs; 

‘‘(8) to the extent that it can be deter-
mined, the reason for the default; 

‘‘(9) the demographics of the individuals 
participating in the scholarship and loan re-
payment programs; 

‘‘(10) justification for the allocation of 
funds between the scholarship and loan re-
payment programs; and 

‘‘(11) an evaluation of the overall costs and 
benefits of the programs.’’. 

(e) FUNDING.—Subsection (i) of section 846 
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 
297n) (as redesignated by subsection (b)(2)) is 
amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(i) FUNDING.— 
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 

For the purpose of payments under agree-
ments entered into under subsection (a) or 
(d), there are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
fiscal years 2003 through 2007. 

‘‘(2) ALLOCATIONS.—Of the amounts appro-
priated under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
may, as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary, allocate amounts between the pro-
gram under subsection (a) and the program 
under subsection (d).’’. 

TITLE II—NURSE RETENTION 
SEC. 201. BUILDING CAREER LADDERS AND RE-

TAINING QUALITY NURSES. 
Section 831 of the Public Health Service 

Act (42 U.S.C. 296p) is amended to read as fol-
lows: 
‘‘SEC. 831. NURSE EDUCATION, PRACTICE, AND 

RETENTION GRANTS. 
‘‘(a) EDUCATION PRIORITY AREAS.—The Sec-

retary may award grants to or enter into 
contracts with eligible entities for— 

‘‘(1) expanding the enrollment in bacca-
laureate nursing programs; 

‘‘(2) developing and implementing intern-
ship and residency programs to encourage 
mentoring and the development of special-
ties; or 

‘‘(3) providing education in new tech-
nologies, including distance learning meth-
odologies. 

‘‘(b) PRACTICE PRIORITY AREAS.—The Sec-
retary may award grants to or enter into 
contracts with eligible entities for— 

‘‘(1) establishing or expanding nursing 
practice arrangements in noninstitutional 
settings to demonstrate methods to improve 
access to primary health care in medically 
underserved communities; 

‘‘(2) providing care for underserved popu-
lations and other high-risk groups such as 
the elderly, individuals with HIV–AIDS, sub-
stance abusers, the homeless, and victims of 
domestic violence; 

‘‘(3) providing managed care, quality im-
provement, and other skills needed to prac-
tice in existing and emerging organized 
health care systems; or 

‘‘(4) developing cultural competencies 
among nurses. 

‘‘(c) RETENTION PRIORITY AREAS.—The Sec-
retary may award grants to and enter into 
contracts with eligible entities to enhance 
the nursing workforce by initiating and 
maintaining nurse retention programs pur-
suant to paragraph (1) or (2). 

‘‘(1) GRANTS FOR CAREER LADDER PRO-
GRAMS.—The Secretary may award grants to 
and enter into contracts with eligible enti-
ties for programs— 

‘‘(A) to promote career advancement for 
nursing personnel in a variety of training 
settings, cross training or specialty training 
among diverse population groups, and the 
advancement of individuals including to be-
come professional nurses, advanced edu-
cation nurses, licensed practical nurses, cer-
tified nurse assistants, and home health 
aides; and 

‘‘(B) to assist individuals in obtaining edu-
cation and training required to enter the 
nursing profession and advance within such 
profession, such as by providing career coun-
seling and mentoring. 

‘‘(2) ENHANCING PATIENT CARE DELIVERY 
SYSTEMS.— 

‘‘(A) GRANTS.—The Secretary may award 
grants to eligible entities to improve the re-
tention of nurses and enhance patient care 
that is directly related to nursing activities 
by enhancing collaboration and communica-
tion among nurses and other health care pro-
fessionals, and by promoting nurse involve-
ment in the organizational and clinical deci-
sionmaking processes of a health care facil-
ity. 

‘‘(B) PREFERENCE.—In making awards of 
grants under this paragraph, the Secretary 
shall give a preference to applicants that 
have not previously received an award under 
this paragraph. 

‘‘(C) CONTINUATION OF AN AWARD.—The Sec-
retary shall make continuation of any award 
under this paragraph beyond the second year 
of such award contingent on the recipient of 
such award having demonstrated to the Sec-
retary measurable and substantive improve-
ment in nurse retention or patient care. 

‘‘(d) OTHER PRIORITY AREAS.—The Sec-
retary may award grants to or enter into 
contracts with eligible entities to address 
other areas that are of high priority to nurse 
education, practice, and retention, as deter-
mined by the Secretary. 

‘‘(e) PREFERENCE.—For purposes of any 
amount of funds appropriated to carry out 
this section for fiscal year 2003, 2004, or 2005 
that is in excess of the amount of funds ap-
propriated to carry out this section for fiscal 
year 2002, the Secretary shall give preference 
to awarding grants or entering into con-
tracts under subsections (a)(2) and (c). 

‘‘(f) REPORT.—The Secretary shall submit 
to the Congress before the end of each fiscal 
year a report on the grants awarded and the 
contracts entered into under this section. 
Each such report shall identify the overall 
number of such grants and contracts and 
provide an explanation of why each such 
grant or contract will meet the priority need 
of the nursing workforce. 

‘‘(g) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘eligible entity’ includes a 
school of nursing, a health care facility, or a 
partnership of such a school and facility. 

‘‘(h) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 
through 2007.’’. 
SEC. 202. COMPREHENSIVE GERIATRIC EDU-

CATION. 
(a) COMPREHENSIVE GERIATRIC EDU-

CATION.—Title VIII of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 296 et seq.) (as amend-
ed by section 102) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

‘‘PART I—COMPREHENSIVE GERIATRIC 
EDUCATION 

‘‘SEC. 855. COMPREHENSIVE GERIATRIC EDU-
CATION. 

‘‘(a) PROGRAM AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary 
shall award grants to eligible entities to de-
velop and implement, in coordination with 
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programs under section 753, programs and 
initiatives to train and educate individuals 
in providing geriatric care for the elderly. 

‘‘(b) USE OF FUNDS.—An eligible entity 
that receives a grant under subsection (a) 
shall use funds under such grant to— 

‘‘(1) provide training to individuals who 
will provide geriatric care for the elderly; 

‘‘(2) develop and disseminate curricula re-
lating to the treatment of the health prob-
lems of elderly individuals; 

‘‘(3) train faculty members in geriatrics; or 
‘‘(4) provide continuing education to indi-

viduals who provide geriatric care. 
‘‘(c) APPLICATION.—An eligible entity desir-

ing a grant under subsection (a) shall submit 
an application to the Secretary at such time, 
in such manner, and containing such infor-
mation as the Secretary may reasonably re-
quire. 

‘‘(d) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—For purposes of this 
section, the term ‘eligible entity’ includes a 
school of nursing, a health care facility, a 
program leading to certification as a cer-
tified nurse assistant, a partnership of such 
a school and facility, or a partnership of 
such a program and facility. 

‘‘(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 
through 2007.’’. 

(b) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 
753(a)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 294c) is amended by striking ‘‘, and 
section 853(2),’’ and inserting ‘‘, and section 
801(2),’’. 
SEC. 203. NURSE FACULTY LOAN PROGRAM. 

Part E of title VIII of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 297a et seq.) is amend-
ed by inserting after section 846 the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘NURSE FACULTY LOAN PROGRAM 
‘‘SEC. 846A. (a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Sec-

retary, acting through the Administrator of 
the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration, may enter into an agreement with 
any school of nursing for the establishment 
and operation of a student loan fund in ac-
cordance with this section, to increase the 
number of qualified nursing faculty. 

‘‘(b) AGREEMENTS.—Each agreement en-
tered into under subsection (a) shall— 

‘‘(1) provide for the establishment of a stu-
dent loan fund by the school involved; 

‘‘(2) provide for deposit in the fund of— 
‘‘(A) the Federal capital contributions to 

the fund; 
‘‘(B) an amount equal to not less than one- 

ninth of such Federal capital contributions, 
contributed by such school; 

‘‘(C) collections of principal and interest 
on loans made from the fund; and 

‘‘(D) any other earnings of the fund; 
‘‘(3) provide that the fund will be used only 

for loans to students of the school in accord-
ance with subsection (c) and for costs of col-
lection of such loans and interest thereon; 

‘‘(4) provide that loans may be made from 
such fund only to students pursuing a full- 
time course of study or, at the discretion of 
the Secretary, a part-time course of study in 
an advanced degree program described in 
section 811(b); and 

‘‘(5) contain such other provisions as are 
necessary to protect the financial interests 
of the United States. 

‘‘(c) LOAN PROVISIONS.—Loans from any 
student loan fund established by a school 
pursuant to an agreement under subsection 
(a) shall be made to an individual on such 
terms and conditions as the school may de-
termine, except that— 

‘‘(1) such terms and conditions are subject 
to any conditions, limitations, and require-
ments prescribed by the Secretary; 

‘‘(2) in the case of any individual, the total 
of the loans for any academic year made by 

schools of nursing from loan funds estab-
lished pursuant to agreements under sub-
section (a) may not exceed $30,000, plus any 
amount determined by the Secretary on an 
annual basis to reflect inflation; 

‘‘(3) an amount up to 85 percent of any such 
loan (plus interest thereon) shall be canceled 
by the school as follows: 

‘‘(A) upon completion by the individual of 
each of the first, second, and third year of 
full-time employment, required by the loan 
agreement entered into under this sub-
section, as a faculty member in a school of 
nursing, the school shall cancel 20 percent of 
the principle of, and the interest on, the 
amount of such loan unpaid on the first day 
of such employment; and 

‘‘(B) upon completion by the individual of 
the fourth year of full-time employment, re-
quired by the loan agreement entered into 
under this subsection, as a faculty member 
in a school of nursing, the school shall can-
cel 25 percent of the principle of, and the in-
terest on, the amount of such loan unpaid on 
the first day of such employment; 

‘‘(4) such a loan may be used to pay the 
cost of tuition, fees, books, laboratory ex-
penses, and other reasonable education ex-
penses; 

‘‘(5) such a loan shall be repayable in equal 
or graduated periodic installments (with the 
right of the borrower to accelerate repay-
ment) over the 10-year period that begins 9 
months after the individual ceases to pursue 
a course of study at a school of nursing; and 

‘‘(6) such a loan shall— 
‘‘(A) beginning on the date that is 3 

months after the individual ceases to pursue 
a course of study at a school of nursing, bear 
interest on the unpaid balance of the loan at 
the rate of 3 percent per annum; or 

‘‘(B) subject to subsection (e), if the school 
of nursing determines that the individual 
will not complete such course of study or 
serve as a faculty member as required under 
the loan agreement under this subsection, 
bear interest on the unpaid balance of the 
loan at the prevailing market rate. 

‘‘(d) PAYMENT OF PROPORTIONATE SHARE.— 
Where all or any part of a loan, or interest, 
is canceled under this section, the Secretary 
shall pay to the school an amount equal to 
the school’s proportionate share of the can-
celed portion, as determined by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(e) REVIEW BY SECRETARY.—At the re-
quest of the individual involved, the Sec-
retary may review any determination by a 
school of nursing under subsection (c)(6)(B). 

‘‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section such sums as may be 
necessary for each of fiscal years 2003 
through 2007.’’. 
SEC. 204. REPORTS BY GENERAL ACCOUNTING 

OFFICE. 
(a) NATIONAL VARIATIONS.—Not later than 4 

years after the date of the enactment of this 
Act, the Comptroller General of the United 
States shall conduct a survey to determine 
national variations in the nursing shortage 
at hospitals, nursing homes, and other 
health care providers, and submit a report, 
including recommendations, to the Congress 
on Federal remedies to ease nursing short-
ages. The Comptroller General shall submit 
to the Congress this report describing the 
findings relating to ownership status and as-
sociated remedies. 

(b) HIRING DIFFERENCES AMONG CERTAIN 
PRIVATE ENTITIES.—The Comptroller General 
of the United States shall conduct a study to 
determine differences in the hiring of nurses 
by nonprofit private entities as compared to 
the hiring of nurses by private entities that 
are not nonprofit. In carrying out the study, 
the Comptroller General shall determine the 
effect of the inclusion of private entities 

that are not nonprofit in the program under 
section 846 of the Public Health Service Act. 
Not later than 4 years after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Comptroller Gen-
eral shall submit to the Congress a report de-
scribing the findings of the study. 

(c) NURSING SCHOLARSHIPS.—The Comp-
troller General of the United States shall 
conduct an evaluation of whether the pro-
gram carried out under section 846(d) of the 
Public Health Service Act has demonstrably 
increased the number of applicants to 
schools of nursing and, not later than 4 years 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
submit a report to the Congress on the re-
sults of such evaluation. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Wednes-
day, July 24, 2002, at 10 a.m. in room 485 
of the Russell Senate Office Building to 
conduct a hearing on S. 1344, a bill to 
Encourage Training to Native Ameri-
cans Interested in Commercial Vehicle 
Driving Careers. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I would 

like to announce that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs will meet on Thurs-
day, July 25, 2002, at 10 a.m. in room 485 
of the Russell Senate Office Building to 
conduct a hearing on the July 2, 2002 
Report of the U.S. Department of the 
Interior to the Congress on the Histor-
ical Accounting of Individual Indian 
Money Accounts. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact the Indian Affairs Com-
mittee at 224–2251. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Subcommittee on Public 
Lands and Forests of the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

The hearing will take place on Tues-
day, July 30, 2002, at 2:30 p.m. in room 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, D.C. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills: 

S. 2016, to authorize an exchange of 
lands between an Alaska Native Vil-
lage Corporation and the Department 
of the Interior, and for other purposes; 

S. 2565, to enhance ecosystem protec-
tion and the range of outdoor opportu-
nities protected by statute in the 
Skykomish River Valley of the State 
of Washington by designating certain 
lower-elevation Federal lands as wil-
derness, and for other purposes; 

S. 2587, to establish the Joint Federal 
and State Navigable Waters Commis-
sion for Alaska; 

S. 2612, to establish wilderness areas, 
promote conservation, improve public 
land, and provide for high quality de-
velopment in Clark County, Nevada, 
and for other purposes; and 
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