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(Mr. JEFFORDS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2513, a bill to assess the extent
of the backlog in DNA analysis of rape
kit samples, and to improve investiga-
tion and prosecution of sexual assault
cases with DNA evidence.
S. 2528
At the request of Mr. DOMENICI, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. ENZI) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 25628, a bill to establish a National
Drought Council within the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, to
improve national drought prepared-
ness, mitigation, and response efforts,
and for other purposes.
S. 2622
At the request of Mr. HOLLINGS, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2622, a bill to authorize the
President to posthumously award a
gold medal on behalf of Congress to Jo-
seph A. De Laine in recognition of his
contributions to the Nation.
S. 2642
At the request of Mr. NELSON of Flor-
ida, the name of the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. KYL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2642, a bill to require back-
ground checks of alien flight school ap-
plicants without regard to the max-
imum certificated weight of the air-
craft for which they seek training, and
to require a report on the effectiveness
of the requirement.
S. 2654
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2654, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to exclude from
gross income loan payments received
under the National Health Service
Corps Loan Repayment Program estab-
lished in the Public Health Service
Act.
S. 2667
At the request of Mr. DODD, the name
of the Senator from Michigan (Ms.
STABENOW) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2667, a bill to amend the Peace Corps
Act to promote global acceptance of
the principles of international peace
and nonviolent coexistence among peo-
ples of diverse cultures and systems of
government, and for other purposes.
S. RES. 293
At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BoND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. Res. 293, a resolution designating
the week of November 10 through No-
vember 16, 2002, as ‘‘National Veterans
Awareness Week” to emphasize the
need to develop educational programs
regarding the contributions of veterans
to the country.
AMENDMENT NO. 4215
At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
HARKIN) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 4215 proposed to S.
2673, an original bill to improve quality
and transparency in financial reporting
and independent audits and accounting

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

services for public companies, to create
a Public Company Accounting Over-
sight Board, to enhance the standard
setting process for accounting prac-
tices, to strengthen the independence
of firms that audit public companies,
to increase corporate responsibility
and the usefulness of corporate finan-
cial disclosure, to protect the objec-
tivity and independence of securities
analysts, to improve Securities and Ex-
change Commission resources and over-
sight, and for other purposes.
———

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. BINGAMAN (for himself,
Mr. BREAUX, Mr. CONRAD, and
Mrs. LINCOLN):

S. 2726. A bill to treat certain motor
dealer transitional assistance as an in-
voluntary conversion, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce legislation impor-
tant to thousands of independent small
businesses across the country. The leg-
islation I am introducing is a modest
tax proposal designed to aid the Na-
tion’s 2,801 Oldsmobile franchised auto-
mobile dealers who are currently in the
process of ending that relationship
with General Motors, GM, due to GM’s
decision to eliminate the Oldsmobile
product line. This legislation is similar
to legislation that has been introduced
in the House with bipartisan majority
of the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

As many of my colleagues know, GM
notified their 2,801 Oldsmobile dealers
in the United States on December 12,
2000 that they were phasing out the 100
year-old Oldsmobile brand and its com-
plete line-up of vehicles. The an-
nouncement came with little warning
to Oldsmobile dealers. In fact, many of
the dealers had recently signed a new
agreement with GM on November 1,
2000, with most dealers receiving a five-
year term.

As a consequence of its actions, GM
is in the process of compensating Olds-
mobile dealers to assist in the phase-
out of their Oldsmobile dealerships.
These dealers will be required, out of
financial necessity, to reinvest the
payment from GM into other dealer-
ship opportunities. In many cases,
these dealers may face a significant fi-
nancial burden in connection with
their efforts to continue in the auto-
mobile retail business.

The legislation I am introducing
today seeks to lessen that burden by
treating GM’s financial assistance pay-
ments, made in connection with GM’s
unilateral decision to phase-out the
Oldsmobile product line, as an involun-
tary conversion under an existing sec-
tion of the Internal Revenue Code.
Thus, the effect of the legislation is to
allow the Oldsmobile dealer to defer
tax consequences on GM’s payments,
provided that the proceeds are rein-
vested in other dealership properties in
the time period specified in the Code.
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Small and family-owned businesses,
such as automobile dealerships, form
the economic backbone of local com-
munities across our country, particu-
larly in rural states like my home
state of New Mexico. Allowing Olds-
mobile dealers to reinvest the entire
payment received from GM into re-
placement dealership property gives
these dealers an opportunity to con-
tinue family-owned businesses and
greatly benefits local economies
throughout New Mexico and the Na-
tion. I look forward to working with
my colleagues on advancing this legis-
lation.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2726

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER TRANSI-
TIONAL ASSISTANCE TREATED AS
AN INVOLUNTARY CONVERSION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of subtitle A
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, in the
case of a taxpayer who was a party to a
motor vehicle sales and service agreement
with a motor vehicle manufacturer who an-
nounced in December 2000 that it would
phase-out the motor vehicle brand to which
such agreement relates—

(1) amounts received by such taxpayer
from such manufacturer on account of the
termination of such agreement shall be
treated as received in an involuntary conver-
sion to which section 1033 of such Code ap-
plies, and

(2) the period described in section
1033(a)(2)(B) of such Code shall begin on De-
cember 12, 2000.

(b) CHARACTER OF CONVERTED PROPERTY.—
In applying section 1033 of such Code for pur-
poses of this section, the property involun-
tarily converted shall be treated as being
property used in the trade or business of a
motor vehicle retail sales and service dealer-
ship.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall
apply to amounts received after December
12, 2000, in taxable years ending after such
date.

By Mr. AKAKA:

S. 2727. A bill to provide for the pro-
tection of paleontological resources on
Federal lands, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce the Paleontological
Resources Preservation Act to protect
and preserve the Nation’s important
fossil record for the benefit of our citi-
zens. Vertebrate fossils are rare and
valuable natural resources that are
threatened by a growing commercial
market which is being supplied, in
part, by the illegal collection of fossil
specimens. This Act establishes a com-
prehensive mnational policy for pre-
serving and managing paleontological
resources found on Federal lands. It
provides uniformity to the patchwork
of statutes and regulations that cur-
rently exist, and it ensures that the
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public will have educational and sci-
entific access to this part of their geo-
logical and biological past.

I would like to emphasize that this
bill in no way affects archaeological or
cultural resources under the Archae-
ological Resources Protection Act of
1979 or the Native American Graves
Protection and Rehabilitation Act.
They are exempted. This bill covers pa-
leontological remains, fossils on Fed-
eral lands only.

Fossils are the remains, imprints and
traces of once-living organisms pre-
served in the earth’s crust. Fossils of
vertebrates are the remains of animals
with a backbone or spinal column, such
as dinosaur bones, sabertooth tiger
teeth, or imprints of bear paws and
mammoth tusks. The fossil record is
our only evidence that life existed on
earth 3.5 billion years ago. Fossils show
us that dinosaurs evolved about 220
million years ago, and that four-legged
creatures first walked on land about
350 million years ago. Fossils tell us
how the physical earth has changed
over time, how the climate has warmed
and cooled, and how the mountains
have been lifted up from the ocean
depths. Fossils can also explain how
living things have responded to chang-
ing conditions, such as why mass
extinctions of species have occurred at
certain times in our planet’s history.

In 1999, Congress requested that the
Secretary of the Interior review and re-
port on the Federal policy concerning
paleontological resources on Federal
lands. In its request, Congress noted
that no unified Federal policy exists
regarding the treatment of fossils by
Federal land management agencies,
and our concern was that the lack of
appropriate standards would lead to
the deterioration or loss of fossils,
which are valuable scientific resources.

In response, seven Federal agencies
and the Smithsonian Institution re-
leased a report in May 2000 entitled,
““Assessment of Fossil Management on
Federal and Indian Lands.”” The report
presented seven governing principles
for the management of fossils on Fed-
eral lands. These principles are that
fossils on Federal lands are rare and a
part of America’s heritage; that effec-
tive stewardship requires accurate in-
formation and inventories; that pen-
alties for fossil theft should be
strengthened; and that Federal fossil
collections should be preserved and
available for research and public edu-
cation.

The Paleontological Resources Pres-
ervation Act embodies these principles,
and provides the paleontological equiv-
alent of protections found in the Ar-
cheological Resources Preservation
Act. The bill finds that fossil resources
on Federal lands are an irreplaceable
part of the heritage of the United
States. It affirms that reasonable ac-
cess to fossil resources should be pro-
vided for scientific, educational, and
recreational purposes. The bill ac-
knowledges the value of amateur col-
lecting, but protects vertebrate fossils
under a system of permits.
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You might wonder why such a bill is
needed. Who would want to take these
fossils, and what would a person do
with them? Let me give you an exam-
ple. On September 24, 2000, four individ-
uals at Badlands National Park in
South Dakota collected 1,700 fossil
specimens that represented a variety of
different types of animals. This area
was scheduled for a scientific survey in
July 2002, but because these four indi-
viduals removed the fossils from their
context, scientists could no longer as-
certain the position of the fossils in the
layers of rock, and the scientific and
educational value of the fossils was de-
stroyed. So what happened to these in-
dividuals? To be honest, not much.
Each one of the four was fined between
$250 and $1,000 for the theft of 1,700
pieces of our paleontological history.

You might think the fines were a lot
of money until you realize how much
fossils are worth. Trade in fossils is big
business. With the popularity of pale-
ontology programs on the Discovery
Channel and movies like Jurassic Park,
people are starting their own collec-
tions at home, and corporations are
buying fossils as investments, similar
to the purchase of works of art. For ex-
ample, the complete skeleton of a T-
Rex was recently sold for $8.6 million
at auction to the Field Museum of Chi-
cago.

Paleontological resources can be sold
on the market for a hefty price, and
they are being stolen from public lands
without regard to science and edu-
cation. Even worse is the fact that the
people who steal fossils aren’t being
held responsible for their actions and
there is no incentive to stop the theft
in the future. Less than one percent of
organisms become fossils, and they are
the key to understanding evolutionary
patterns and processes. We need to pro-
tect these resources before it’s too late.

The protections I offer in this Act are
not new. Federal land management
agencies have individual regulations
prohibiting theft of government prop-
erty. However, the reality is that U.S.
Attorneys are reluctant to prosecute
cases involving fossil theft because
they are difficult. We in Congress have
not provided a clear statute stating the
value of paleontological resources to
our nation, as we did for archeological
resources. Fossils are too valuable to
be left within the general theft provi-
sions that are impossible to defend in
court, and they are too valuable to the
education of our children to not ensure
public access. We need to work to-
gether to make sure that we in Con-
gress fulfill our responsibility as stew-
ards of public lands, and as protectors
of our nation’s natural resources.

I ask unanimous consent that the
text of the bill be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the bill was
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as
follows:

S. 2727

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Paleontolog-
ical Resources Preservation Act’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) Paleontological resources are non-
renewable. Such resources on Federal lands
are an accessible and irreplaceable part of
the heritage of the United States and offer
significant educational opportunities to all
citizens.

(2) Existing Federal laws, statutes, and
other provisions that manage paleontolog-
ical resources are not articulated in a unified
national policy for Federal land manage-
ment agencies and the public. Such a policy
is needed to improve scientific under-
standing, to promote responsible steward-
ship, and to facilitate the enhancement of re-
sponsible paleontological collecting activi-
ties on Federal lands.

(3) Consistent with the statutory provi-
sions applicable to each Federal land man-
agement system, reasonable access to pale-
ontological resources on Federal lands
should be provided for scientific, edu-
cational, and recreational purposes.

SEC. 3. PURPOSE.

The purpose of this Act is to establish a
comprehensive national policy for preserving
and managing paleontological resources on
Federal lands.

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS.

As used in this Act:

(1) CASUAL COLLECTING.—The term ‘‘casual
collecting’ means the collecting of a reason-
able amount of paleontological resources for
noncommercial use with the use of non-pow-
ered hand tools resulting in negligible dis-
turbance to the Earth’s surface.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”’
means the Secretary of the Interior with re-
spect to lands administered by the Secretary
of the Interior or the Secretary of Agri-
culture with respect to National Forest Sys-
tem Lands administered by the Secretary of
Agriculture.

(3) FEDERAL LANDS.—The term ‘‘Federal
lands’” means lands administered by the Sec-
retary of the Interior or National Forest
System Lands administered by the Secretary
of Agriculture.

(4) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ includes an
individual, corporation, partnership, trust,
institution, association, any other private
entity, an officer, employee, agent, depart-
ment, or instrumentality of the United
States, an Indian tribe, and a State or polit-
ical subdivision of a State.

(56) STATE.—The term ‘‘State” means the
fifty States, the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and any
other territory or possession of the United
States.

(6) PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCE.—The term
‘“‘paleontological resource’” means any fos-
silized remains, traces, or imprints of orga-
nisms, preserved in or on the Earth’s crust,
except that the term does not include—

(A) any materials associated with an ar-
chaeological resource (as defined in section
3(1) of the Archaeological Resources Protec-
tion Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470bb(1));

(B) any cultural item (as defined in section
2 of the Native American Graves Protection
and Rehabilitation Act (25 U.S.C. 3001)); or

(C) energy minerals such as coal, oil and
gas, oil shale, bitumen, lignite, asphaltum,
and tar sands.

SEC. 5. MANAGEMENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall man-
age and protect paleontological resources on
Federal lands using scientific principles and
expertise. The Secretary shall develop appro-
priate plans for inventory, monitoring, and
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the scientific and educational use of paleon-
tological resources, in accordance with ap-
plicable agency laws, regulations, and poli-
cies. These plans shall emphasize inter-
agency coordination and collaborative ef-
forts where possible with non-Federal part-
ners, the scientific community, and the gen-
eral public.

(b) COORDINATION OF IMPLEMENTATION.—To
the extent possible, the Secretary of the In-
terior and the Secretary of Agriculture shall
coordinate in the implementation of this
Act.

SEC. 6. PUBLIC AWARENESS AND EDUCATION
PROGRAM.

The Secretary shall establish a program to
increase public awareness about the signifi-
cance of paleontological resources.

SEC. 7. COLLECTION OF PALEONTOLOGICAL RE-
SOURCES.

(a) PERMIT REQUIREMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in this
subsection, a paleontological resource may
not be collected from Federal lands without
a permit issued under this Act by the Sec-
retary.

(2) CASUAL COLLECTING EXCEPTION.—The
Secretary may allow casual collecting of
abundant invertebrate and plant paleon-
tological resources, for scientific, edu-
cational, and recreational uses, without a
permit, where such collection is consistent
with the laws governing the management of
those Federal lands and this Act.

(3) PREVIOUS PERMIT EXCEPTION.—Nothing
in this section shall affect a valid permit
issued prior to the date of enactment of this
Act.

(b) CRITERIA FOR ISSUANCE OF A PERMIT.—
The Secretary may issue a permit for the
collection of a paleontological resource pur-
suant to an application if the Secretary de-
termines that—

(1) the applicant is qualified to carry out
the permitted activity;

(2) the permitted activity is undertaken for
the purpose of furthering paleontological
knowledge or for public education;

(3) the permitted activity is consistent
with any management plan applicable to the
Federal lands concerned; and

(4) the proposed methods of collecting will
not threaten significant natural or cultural
resources.

(c) PERMIT SPECIFICATIONS.—A permit for
the collection of a paleontological resource
issued under this section shall contain such
terms and conditions as the Secretary deems
necessary to carry out the purposes of this
Act. Every permit shall include require-
ments that—

(1) the paleontological resource that is col-
lected from Federal lands under the permit
will remain the property of the United
States;

(2) the paleontological resource and copies
of associated records will be preserved for
the public in an approved repository, to be
made available for scientific research and
public education; and

(3) specific locality data will not be re-
leased by the permittee or repository with-
out the written permission of the Secretary.

(d) MODIFICATION, SUSPENSION, AND REV-
OCATION OF PERMITS.—

(1) The Secretary shall modify, suspend, or
revoke a permit—

(A) for resource, safety, or other manage-
ment considerations; or

(B) when there is a violation of term or
condition of a permit issued pursuant to this
section.

(2) The permit shall be revoked if any per-
son working under the authority of the per-
mit is convicted under section 9 or is as-
sessed a civil penalty under section 10.

(e) AREA CLOSURES.—In order to protect
paleontological resource or other resources
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and to provide for public safety, the Sec-
retary may restrict access to or close areas
under the Secretary’s jurisdiction to the col-
lection of paleontological resources.

SEC. 8. CURATION OF RESOURCES.

Any paleontological resource, and any data
and records associated with the resource,
collected under a permit, shall be deposited
in an approved repository. The Secretary
may enter into agreements with non-Federal
repositories regarding the curation of these
resources, data, and records.

SEC. 9. PROHIBITED ACTS; PENALTIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—A person may not—

(1) excavate, remove, damage, or otherwise
alter or deface or attempt to excavate, re-
move, damage, or otherwise alter or deface
any paleontological resources located on
Federal lands unless such activity is con-
ducted in accordance with this Act;

(2) exchange, transport, export, receive, or
offer to exchange, transport, export, or re-
ceive any paleontological resource if such re-
source was excavated, removed, exchanged,
transported, or received from Federal lands
in violation of any provisions, rule, regula-
tion, law, ordinance, or permit in effect
under Federal law, including this Act; or

(3) sell or purchase or offer to sell or pur-
chase any paleontological resource if such
resource was excavated, removed, sold, pur-
chased, exchanged, transported, or received
from Federal lands.

(b) FALSE LABELING OFFENSES.—A person
may not make or submit any false record,
account, or label for, or any false identifica-
tion of, any paleontological resource exca-
vated or removed from Federal lands.

(¢) PENALITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in
paragraphs (2) and (3), a person who know-
ingly or willingly violates or counsels, pro-
cures, solicits, or employs another person to
violate subsection (a) or (b) shall, upon con-
viction, be guilty of a class A misdemeanor.

(2) DAMAGE OVER $1,000.—If the sum of the
scientific or fair market value of the paleon-
tological resources involved and the cost of
restoration and repair of such resources ex-
ceeds the sum of $1,000, such person shall,
upon conviction, be guilty of a class E fel-
ony.

(3) MULTIPLE OFFENSES.—In the case of a
second or subsequent such violation, such
person shall, upon conviction, be guilty of a
class D felony.

(d) GENERAL EXCEPTION.—Nothing in sub-
section (a) shall apply to any person with re-
spect to any palentological resource which
was in the lawful possession of such person
prior to the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 10. CIVIL PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS OF
REGULATIONS OR PERMIT CONDI-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) HEARING.—A person who violates any
prohibition contained in an applicable regu-
lation or permit issued under this Act may
be assessed a penalty by the Secretary after
the person is given notice and opportunity
for a hearing with respect to the violation.
Each violation shall be considered a separate
offense for purposes of this section.

(2) AMOUNT OF PENALTY.—The amount of
such penalty assessed under paragraph (1)
shall be determined under regulations pro-
mulgated pursuant to this Act, taking into
account the following factors:

(A) The scientific or fair market wvalue,
whichever is greater, of the paleontological
resource involved.

(B) The cost of response, restoration, and
repair of the resource and the paleontolgical
site involved.

(C) Any other factors considered relevant
by the Secretary assessing the penalty.
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(3) MULTIPLE OFFENSES.—In the case of a
second or subsequent violation by the same
person, the amount of a penalty assessed
under paragraph (2) may be doubled.

(4) LIMITAITON.—The amount of any pen-
alty assessed under this subsection for any
one violation shall not exceed an amount
equal to double the cost of response, restora-
tion, and repair of resources and paleon-
tological site damage plus double the sci-
entific or fair market value of resources de-
stroyed or not recovered.

(b) PETITION FOR JUDICIAL REVIEW; COLLEC-
TION OF UNPAID ASSESSMENTS.—AnNy person
against whom an order is issued assessing a
penalty under subsection (a) may file a peti-
tion for judicial review of the order with an
appropriate Federal district court within the
30-day period beginning on the date the order
making the assessment was issued. The
court shall hear the action on the record
made before the Secretary and shall sustain
his action if it is supported by substantial
evidence on the record considered as a whole.

(b) HEARINGS.—Hearings held during pro-
ceedings instituted under subsection (a) shall
be conducted in accordance with section 554
of title 5, United States Code.

(¢) USE OF RECOVERED AMOUNTS.—NoO pen-
alties collected under this section shall be
available to the Secretary and without fur-
ther appropriation may be used only as fol-
lows:

(1) To protect, restore, or repair the pale-
ontological resources and sites which were
the subject of the action, or to acquire sites
with equivalent resources, and to protect,
monitor, and study the resources and sites.
Any acquisition shall be subject to any limi-
tations contained in the organic legislation
for such Federal lands.

(2) To provide educational materials to the
public about palenotological resources and
sites.

(3) To provide for the payment of Rewards
as provided in section 11.

SEC. 11. REWARDS FORFEITURE.

(a) REWARDS.—The Secretary may pay
from penalties collected under section 9 or 10
of this Act an amount equal to the lesser of
one-half of the penalty or $500, to any person
who furnishes information which leads to the
finding of a civil violation, or the conviction
of criminal violation, with respect to which
the penalty was paid. If several persons pro-
vided the information, the amount shall be
divided among the persons. No officer or em-
ployee of the United States or of any State
or local government who furnishes informa-
tion or renders service in the performance of
his official duties shall be eligible for pay-
ment under this subsection.

(b) FORFEITURE.—AIll paleontological re-
sources with respect to which a violation
under section 9 or 10 occurred and which are
in the possession of any person, and all vehi-
cles and equipment of any person that were
used in connection with the violation, may
be subject to forfeiture to the United States
upon—

(1) the person’s conviction of the violation
under section 9;

(2) assessment of a civil penalty against
any person under section 10 with respect to
the violation; or

(3) a determination by any court that the
paleontological resources, vehicles, or equip-
ment were involved in the violation.

SEC. 12. CONFIDENTIALITY.

Information concerning the nature and
specific location of a paleontological re-
source the collection of which requires a per-
mit under this Act or under any other provi-
sion of Federal law shall be withheld from
the public under subchapter II of chapter 5 of
title 5, United States Code, or under any
other provision of law unless the responsible
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Secretary
would—

(1) further the purposes of this Act;

(2) not create risk of harm to or theft or
destruction of the resource or the site con-
taining the resource; and

(3) be in accordance with other applicable
laws.

SEC. 13. REGULATIONS.

As soon as practical after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
issue such regulations as are appropriate to
carry out this Act, providing opportunities
for public notice and comment.

SEC. 14. SAVINGS PROVISIONS.

Nothing in this Act shall be construed to—

(1) invalidate, modify, or impose additional
restrictions on any activities permitted
under the general mining laws, or the min-
eral leasing, geothermal leasing, and mineral
materials disposal laws;

(2) apply to, or require a permit for, ama-
teur collecting of a rock, mineral, or inverte-
brate or plant fossil that is not protected
under this Act;

(3) affect any lands other than Federal
lands or affect the lawful recovery, collec-
tion, or sale of paleontological resources
from lands other than Federal lands; or

(4) alter or diminish the authority of a
Federal agency under any other law to pro-
vide protection for paleontological resources
on Federal lands in addition to the protec-
tion provided under this Act.

SEC. 15. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

There is authorized to be appropriated
such sums as may be necessary to carry out
this Act.

determines that disclosure

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 303—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT A COMMEMORA-
TIVE POSTAGE STAMP SHOULD
BE ISSUED TO CELEBRATE THE
250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE AR-
RIVAL OF THE FIRST ACADIANS
IN THE AMERICA COLONIES

Ms. LANDRIEU (for herself and Mr.
BREAUX) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs:

S. REs. 303

Whereas, in 1755, British troops expelled
6,000 Acadians from their home in Acadie, an
area that is part of modern-day Nova Scotia,
Canada, and many of these Acadians relo-
cated to the American colonies;

Whereas this expulsion, known as the
Grand Derangement, resulted in the dis-
persal of the Acadians and the spread of
their French-Canadian culture throughout
the American colonies;

Whereas, as a result of the Treaty of Paris
in 1763, many Acadians migrated to Lou-
isiana;

Whereas the unique Acadian culture had a
strong influence on life in the American
colonies;

Whereas, the 1990 census found that there
were just under 700,000 people of Acadian an-
cestry in the United States, and the uniquely
Acadian culture and traditions of this group
continue to influence culture in the United
States;

Whereas the 250th anniversary of the ar-
rival of the first Acadians in the United
States occurs in 2005; and

Whereas a postage stamp would be an ap-
propriate commemoration of this anniver-
sary, would increase public awareness of the
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history of American prerevolutionary immi-
gration, and would benefit the American
public by giving recognition to a distinct and
truly American subculture: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved,

SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that the Citi-
zens’ Stamp Advisory Committee should rec-
ommend to the Postmaster General that a
commemorative postage stamp be issued in
2005 to celebrate the 250th anniversary of the
arrival of the first Acadians in the American
colonies in 1755.

SEC. 2. TRANSMITTAL TO CITIZENS’ STAMP ADVI-
SORY COMMITTEE.

The Secretary of the Senate shall transmit
a copy of this resolution to the chairperson
of the Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee.

————

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 4273. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2673, to improve quality and trans-
parency in financial reporting and inde-
pendent audits and accounting services for
public companies, to create a Public Com-
pany Accounting Oversight Board, to en-
hance the standard setting process for ac-
counting practices, to strengthen the inde-
pendence of firms that audit public compa-
nies, to increase corporate responsibility and
the usefulness of corporate financial disclo-
sure, to protect the objectivity and inde-
pendence of securities analysts, to improve
Securities and Exchange Commission re-
sources and oversight, and for other pur-
poses; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4274. Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr.
ENZzI, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. ALLEN, Ms. CANTWELL,
Mr. LOTT, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. WYDEN, Mrs.
MURRAY, and Mr. BURNS) submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4275. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4276. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4277. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4278. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4279. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4280. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4281. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4282. Mr. LIEBERMAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4283. Mr. LEVIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
SA 4187 submitted by Mr. EDWARDS (for him-
self, Mr. ENzI, and Mr. CORZINE) to the bill
(S. 2673) supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4284. Mr. LEVIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed to amendment
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SA 4187 submitted by Mr. EDWARDS (for him-
self, Mr. ENzI, and Mr. CORZINE) to the bill
(S. 2673) supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4285. Mr. ENZI submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4286. Mr. REID (for Mrs. CARNAHAN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 2673,
supra.

SA 4287. Mr. GRASSLEY submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4288. Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4267 submitted by Mr. DOR-
GAN and intended to be proposed to the bill
(S. 2673) supra; which was ordered to lie on
the table.

SA 4289. Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr.
McCAIN) submitted an amendment intended
to be proposed to amendment SA 4187 sub-
mitted by Mr. EDWARDS (for himself, Mr.
ENzI, and Mr. CORZINE) to the bill (S. 2673)
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4290. Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4187 submitted by Mr. ED-
WARDS (for himself, Mr. ENZzZI, and Mr.
CORZINE) to the bill (S. 2673) supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4291. Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4187 submitted by Mr. ED-
WARDS (for himself, Mr. ENZzZI, and Mr.
CORZINE) to the bill (S. 2673) supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4292, Mr. DORGAN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4187 submitted by Mr. ED-
WARDS (for himself, Mr. ENZI, and Mr.
CORZINE) to the bill (S. 2673) supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 4293. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the bill S. 2673, supra; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 4294. Mr. GRAHAM submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed to
amendment SA 4293 submitted by Mr.
GRAHAM and intended to be proposed to the
bill (S. 2673) supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 4295. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and
Mrs. FEINSTEIN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 2673, supra.

SA 4296. Mr. SCHUMER (for himself and
Mr. SHELBY) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 2673, supra.

SA 4297. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY (for him-
self, Mr. FRIST, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BIDEN, and
Mr. HELMS)) proposed an amendment to the
bill H.R. 2069, To amend the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 and the Global AIDS and Tu-
berculosis Relief Act of 2000 to authorize as-
sistance to prevent, treat, and monitor HIV/
AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa and other devel-
oping countries.

SA 4298. Mr. REID (for Mr. KERRY (for him-
self, Mr. FRIST, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. BIDEN, and
Mr. HELMS)) proposed an amendment to the
bill H.R. 2069, supra.

—————
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 4273. Mr. MCCAIN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2673, to improve qual-
ity and transparency in financial re-
porting and independent audits and ac-
counting services for public companies,
to create a Public Company Account-
ing Oversight Board, to enhance the
standard setting process for accounting
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