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mission assigned is without question.
We cannot take lightly their meri-
torious service to our Nation. Nor, can
we ever forget their admirable and rou-
tinely valiant actions both individually
and collectively. They were not only
pivotal to a successful combat effort,
but to establishing and maintaining
the legacy for which the 3rd Reconnais-
sance Battalion may be justifiably
proud.

I join in expressing the respect, admi-
ration, and grateful appreciation of our
nation as members of the 3rd Recon-
naissance Battalion Association gather
for their reunion next month in Arling-
ton, VA.∑

f

FDA CONSOLIDATION AT WHITE
OAK

∑ Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to con-
tinue to work for full funding of the
Food and Drug Administration, FDA,
consolidation and improvement at
White Oak, MD in fiscal year 2003. I
strongly believe that ensuring the safe-
ty of America’s food and drug supply is
a matter of national security. Yester-
day, Senator HATCH and I offered then
withdrew an amendment that we hoped
would have provided the funding need-
ed for this project which is vital to en-
sure the safety of America’s food and
drug supply. We are told that the our
amendment would have increased the
cost of the homeland security supple-
mental appropriations bill. However,
we have been assured that Senators
DORGAN and CAMPBELL, the chair and
ranking members of the Treasury Gen-
eral Government Appropriations Sub-
committee, are committed to looking
at trying to help to continue to find a
way to fund the FDA consolidation at
White Oak as a part of the fiscal year
2003 appropriations process.

Why is completing this project vital?
FDA’s mission is to review and regu-
late more than $1 trillion worth of
products, many of which are vital to
human health. FDA cannot fulfill its
mission because FDA has to work in
obsolete facilities that are not
equipped to handle today’s advanced
laboratory and administrative func-
tions. Currently, over 6,000 FDA em-
ployees are scattered among 40 dif-
ferent buildings at 20 different loca-
tions in the Greater Washington, D.C.
area. These facilities are being consoli-
dated into one integrated facility at
the former U.S. Naval Surface Weapons
Center. Not only will the consolidation
greatly improve FDA’s operating effi-
ciencies, but timely construction of the
new facilities also will save approxi-
mately $32 million per year in commer-
cial lease costs. We need consolidate
FDA on one campus, just like the NIH
and the CDC, in order for the FDA to
take its place alongside these institu-
tions as a world class health and food
research and safety facility.

What is FDA’s role in national secu-
rity? The recent anthrax attacks on
U.S. citizens have heightened FDA’s

critical role in ensuring the safety of
our food and drug supplies. Indeed, the
FDA is on the front lines of this effort
and must have proper, modern facili-
ties to enable them to best perform
their mission. The consolidation will
provide state-of-the-art laboratories
and facilities for that mission.

What is the status of the project?
Congress has already appropriated $146
million for the first phases of this vital
project, fiscal year 2000, $35 million;
fiscal year 2001, $92.1 million; fiscal
year 2002, $19.06 million. Construction
has started on phase I, the laboratory
for FDA’s Center for Drug Evaluation
and Research. However, approximately
$450 million is still needed to complete
this vital project.

Why is full funding important? This
project has already been delayed due to
funding cutbacks. If the General Serv-
ices Administration’s fiscal year 2003
construction request for FDA consoli-
dations is not fully funded, completion
of the consolidation will be delayed
even further. These delays will add
considerably to the overall cost of the
project due to inflation and other fac-
tors. For example, scheduled to be con-
structed in phase III is the Center for
Devices and Radiological Health,
CDRH. The CDRH laboratories are
badly in need of improvements, but
FDA has been holding off such work in
anticipation of building new labora-
tories as part of the consolidation. Fur-
ther delay, we are advised, would likely
necessitate FDA’s spending several
million dollars renovating the existing
CDRH laboratories. These would be
non-recoverable costs.

What is the next step? We hope that
your colleagues will agree that, from
the perspectives of public safety and
fiscal responsibility, we can not afford
to delay the timely completion of this
project. We hope that our colleagues
will support full funding for FDA con-
solidation in fiscal year 2003. I look for-
ward to continuing to work with my
colleagues, Senators HATCH, DORGAN,
and CAMPBELL toward completing this
project which will provide better secu-
rity of two of the most essential daily
needs of all Americans, our food and
drugs.∑
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TRIBUTE TO JIM MAYER

∑ Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, today
I pay tribute to a man whose leader-
ship is only surpassed in value to me
by his friendship. Twenty-five years
ago, Mr. Jim Mayer played an impor-
tant role in the creation of an innova-
tive pilot program called ‘‘Leadership
VA.’’

The program is designed to identify
70 leaders in the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs each year, and to provide
an enrichment of their career develop-
ment through an intense leadership
training experience. In its 25 years of
existence, Leadership VA has laid a
foundation for a network of VA leaders
who share a deep commitment to the
Department of Veterans Affairs and to

public service in its broadest sense.
Today, 63 percent of all Central Office
Senior Executive Service members
have completed the program, as have 73
percent of all field leaders.

This success, though, did not happen
by chance. Rather, it is a tribute to the
hard work and forward thinking of Jim
Mayer. Jim began his VA career as
Special Assistant for Vietnam Vet-
erans Affairs to Administrator Richard
L. Roudebush in 1974, six years after
beginning his service in the U.S. Army
as an infantry man in the 25th Division
in Vietnam.

Jim joined the Leadership VA staff
as its Executive Director in April of
1998, but his relationship with LVA
goes back to his time on the first Se-
lection Committee in 1978.

Throughout his years at the VA, Jim
has spent countless hours working on
behalf of veterans, striving to better
conditions by improving the VA from
within, but his accomplishments are
not limited to his time at the VA. He is
a recipient of numerous awards includ-
ing: 1977, VA Meritorious Service; 1981,
VA Exceptional Service; 1991, Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs Outstanding
Volunteer; and, 1993, George Wash-
ington Honor Medal from the Freedoms
Foundation at Valley Forge for work
as a volunteer with Desert Shield/
Desert Storm injured at Walter Reed
Army Medical Center.

For as long as I have known him, Jim
Mayer has exemplified the term ‘‘pub-
lic servant.’’ He is a selfless individual
who has always thought of his country
before thinking about himself. In this
day and age, few people live that type
of life, but, as President Theodore Roo-
sevelt said, ‘‘The test of our worth is
the value of our service.’’

I would like to thank Jim for his
service, his dedication, and, above all
else, for his friendship. He is an inspi-
ration and a great American.∑
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CHAPLAIN TONY FIRMAN RETIRES
FROM FLANDREAU INDIAN
SCHOOL

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise
today to recognize and honor Chaplain
Tony Firman on the occasion of his re-
tirement as Chaplain at the Flandreau
Indian School in Flandreau, SD.

Chaplain Firman has completed 35
years as Chaplain at Flandreau Indian
School. After receiving his training at
Blue Cloud Abbey in Marvin, South Da-
kota, Tony served at Flandreau Indian
School as Student Coordinator of Reli-
gious Activities, a boys counselor, and
as a religious liaison between the stu-
dents, staff and administration, area
churches and the Flandreau commu-
nity.

He was selected as Flandreau Indian
School Chaplain by representatives
from the Association of Christian
Churches, which is made up of rep-
resentatives from each of the following
denominations: United Presbyterian
Church, United Church of Christ,
United Methodist Church, Lutheran
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Church in America, Episcopal Church,
Catholic Church, Rapid City and Sioux
Falls Dioceses, Reformed Church in
America, and Christian Church
Desciples. The Flandreau Chaplaincy
program was the first project to be
sponsored by the Association of Chris-
tian Churches.

On the occasion of his retirement as
a school Chaplain, I want to congratu-
late Tony Firman for his tireless dedi-
cation to Flandreau Indian School, his
commitment to finding the best in stu-
dents, for helping others with spiritual
guidance, and for coordinating and sup-
porting religious activities. I also com-
mend him for his valuable service to
the community over the years.

The lives of countless young people
have been enormously enhanced by
Tony’s talent and skill as Chaplain.
The State of South Dakota is a better
place because of his commitment to
and passion for working with local
youth. His achievements will certainly
serve as a model for other talented reli-
gious leaders throughout our State to
emulate.

I wish Tony Firman the best on his
retirement.∑

f

HONORING THE LADY GAMECOCKS
FOR WINNING THE NCAA TRACK
TITLE

∑ Mr. HOLLINGS. Madam President,
my colleagues who have heard me de-
bate fast track trade negotiating au-
thority in the last month may be sur-
prised with what this senator from
South Carolina is about to say. But I
rise today wishing to scream my lungs
out in favor of fast track that is the
fast track of the University of South
Carolina women’s track and field team,
who just won the NCAA title earlier
this month. It only goes to show you
that fast track is alive and well in my
state, so long as it’s the right fast
track.

I have followed Gamecock sports for
more than seven decades. This day is
particularly pleasing in that, as hard
as this is to believe, it is the first time
South Carolina was won a national
championship ever, in any sport, wom-
en’s or men’s.

I wish to congratulate the entire
team of incredible athletes who worked
hard all year to prepare for this. They
won relays. They won individually.
They set new records, piling up points
with depth in several of the events. It
was a real team effort, as it should be.

I especially want to congratulate the
Gamecock coach, Curtis Frye, who re-
cruited all these talented women and
turned the program into a true power-
house. He was just named the women’s
track coach of the year, and us faithful
will obviously expect him to win that
title every year now.

One last point, as the Gamecocks are
showing their best ever performances
on the field, they also are showing
their best ever performances in the
classroom. It is important that we
have champions across the board, in

academics and athletics, and I salute
all University of South Carolina ath-
letes who have improved their aca-
demic performance.∑

f

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar.

H.R. 2143. An act to make the repeal of the
estate tax permanent.

S. 2600. A bill ensure the continued finan-
cial capacity of insurers to provide coverage
for risks from terrorism.

f

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources, without
amendment:

S.J Res. 34: A joint resolution approving
the site at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, for the
development of a repository for the disposal
of high-level radioactive waste and spent nu-
clear fuel, pursuant to the Nuclear Waste
Policy Act of 1982. (Rept. No. 107–159).

f

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mrs.
HUTCHISON):

S. 2602. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to provide that remarriage of
the surviving spouse of a veteran after age 55
shall not result in termination of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation; to the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. JEF-
FORDS):

S. 2603. A bill to establish the Digital Op-
portunity Investment Trust; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. ENZI:
S. 2604. A bill to amend the Endangered

Species Act of 1973 to require the Federal
Government to assume all costs relating to
implementation of and compliance with that
Act; to the Committee on Environment and
Public Works.

By Mr. DASCHLE (for Mr. HARKIN (for
himself and Mr. CRAIG)):

S. 2605. A bill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to geographically adjust
the amount of the medicare part B premium
based on the use of health care items and
services in the State in which the medicare
beneficiary resides, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mrs. BOXER:
S. 2606. A bill to require the Secretary of

Labor to establish a trade adjustment assist-
ance program for certain service workers,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Finance.

f

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. FEINGOLD:
S. Res. 282. A resolution disapproving the

withdrawal of the United States from the

1972 Treaty Between the United States of
America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on the Limitation of Anti-Bal-
listic Missile Systems (ABM Treaty), signed
in Moscow on May 26, 1972 (Ex. L. 92–2); to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself and Mr.
SANTORUM):

S. Con. Res. 120. A concurrent resolution
commending the Pennsylvania National
Guard for its exemplary service to the
United States in the war against terrorism
and other recent documents; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 237

At the request of Mr. NICKLES, the
name of the Senator from Kentucky
(Mr. BUNNING) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 237, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the 1993
income tax increase on Social Security
benefits.

S. 399

At the request of Mr. EDWARDS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
CLELAND) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 399, a bill to provide for fire sprin-
kler systems, or other fire suppression
or prevention technologies, in public
and private college and university
housing and dormitories, including fra-
ternity and sorority housing and dor-
mitories.

S. 701

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
MILLER) was added as a cosponsor of S.
701, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide special
rules for the charitable deduction for
conservation contributions of land by
eligible farmers and ranchers, and for
other purposes.

S. 913

At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 913, a bill to amend title XVIII
of the Social Security Act to provide
for coverage under the medicare pro-
gram of all oral anticancer drugs.

S. 999

At the request of Mr. BINGAMAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
BAYH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
999, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to provide for a Korea De-
fense Service Medal to be issued to
members of the Armed Forces who par-
ticipated in operations in Korea after
the end of the Korean War.

S. 1115

At the request of Mr. REID, the name
of the Senator from New Jersey (Mr.
TORRICELLI) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1115, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act with respect to
making progress toward the goal of
eliminating tuberculosis, and for other
purposes.

S. 1483

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1483, a bill to amend Family Vio-
lence Prevention and Services Act to
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