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young people from Massabesic High 
School in Waterboro, ME. This group of 
20 students represented Maine in the 
national finals of ‘‘We the People . . . 
The Citizen and the Constitution’’ in 
Washington, DC, May 4–6, 2002. The stu-
dents from Massabesic High School 
demonstrated teamwork and dedica-
tion to reach this milestone and rep-
resented Maine ably and with deter-
mination. During the competition, stu-
dents from 50 classrooms across the 
country put their skills to the test 
demonstrating their understanding of 
the values and ideas embodied in Amer-
ican constitutional government. 

I would like to recognize the partici-
pating students, Allie Auger, Kirsten 
Benham, John Blow, Selina Carter, 
Alyssa Daniels, Scott Doyle, Brian 
Dupee, Kaleigh Gerity, Tucker Gilman, 
Matt Kimball, Matt Krueger, Aaron 
Libby, Eric Matheson, Bri Morin, Glen 
Petrarca, Meghan Roubo, Joe Rous-
seau, Jason Roy, Courtney Strout, and 
Dawn Theriault for their persistence, 
dedication, and drive. I also stand to 
recognize the dedication and work of 
their teacher, Joseph Wagner, the dis-
trict coordinator, David Ezhaya, and 
the state coordinator, Julia Under-
wood. 

I am very proud to recognize the ef-
forts and accomplishments of this ex-
ceptional group of students from Maine 
and bring their achievement to the at-
tention of the Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MAVERICK LEZAR 
∑ Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
rise today to acknowledge the achieve-
ment of Maverick Lezar, a fourth grade 
student at the Hockaday School in Dal-
las, TX. Maverick wrote a wonderful 
poem that earned first place in the 2002 
Poetry Society of Texas contest. Annu-
ally, the Poetry Society sponsors a Po-
etry in Schools contest which is open 
to any Texas student from first grade 
through college. This contest recog-
nizes and encourages talented students 
and fosters their creativity as aspiring 
writers and poets. 

Maverick Lezar’s award winning 
poem, ‘‘God Bless Me,’’ speaks to the 
strength and spirit of America. It 
serves as a striking reminder of the 
beauty in our Nation’s physical land-
scape as well as the ideals for which 
America stands. 
I am as powerful as the burning sun. 
I am as brave as the cobra standing tall. 
I am as brilliant as a gold carriage glinting 

in the sun. 

God bless me, 
I am the thing that makes you free. 

I am as strong as a bald eagle soaring high. 
I am as gentle as the lovebird’s song. 
I am as beautiful as the weeping willow’s 

sway. 

God bless me, 
I am the thing that makes you free. 

Call me and I’ll listen. 
Listen and I’ll call. 
I echo through the mountains. 
I whisper through the fields. 
I sing through the river. 
I yell across the hills. 

Wherever you go 
Whatever you see 
There will always be at least 
A little bit of me. 

I am America 
The proudest of them all. ∑ 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE GIRL 
SCOUTS ON 90 YEARS OF 
ACHIEVEMENT 

∑ Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, 90 
years ago on March 12, 1912, the first 
troop of 18 Girl Scouts met in the 
United States. To date, there are near-
ly 4 million girls and adults who are 
part of this extraordinary program. 

Today, at the Denver Zoo in my 
home State of Colorado, Girl Scouts, 
their families, and others interested in 
scouting will be celebrating this 90th 
anniversary with hands-on activities 
and a variety of entertainment. I would 
like to congratulate the Mile Hi Coun-
cil of the Girl Scouts on this historic 
achievement and wish them all the 
best during today’s celebration. What a 
fantastic way to share the efforts of 
the Girl Scouts nationwide. 

Throughout the 20th century, the 
Girl Scouts have been a visible force 
behind efforts to serve people in times 
of national unrest. During World War I, 
they sold war bonds and collected 
peach pits for the manufacturing of gas 
mask filters. Girls collaborated to 
learn about food preservation and con-
servation by canning fruits and vegeta-
bles. 

When the Great Depression hit, 
troops of Girl Scouts led community 
relief efforts to provide the things nec-
essary for basic survival. They col-
lected food and prepared meals for the 
poor, carved wooden toys for children, 
and assisted in hospitals to treat those 
in need of medical care. 

By the 1940s, women’s involvement in 
our national security was on the rise 
after the bombing of Pearl Harbor, and 
many women were taking over posi-
tions once dominated by men. The Girl 
Scouts led the vanguard of young 
women who were interested in helping 
those enlisted overseas as well as those 
trying to maintain a sense of normalcy 
here in the United States. They col-
lected over 1 million articles of cloth-
ing for victims of war overseas, and put 
in numerous hours dedicated to farm 
aid projects. Additionally, they were 
part of efforts to teach women survival 
skills during raids and blackouts. 

The Girl Scouts have left their mark 
on endeavors to improve social cli-
mate. In 1952, Ebony Magazine reported 
on their ‘‘progress toward breaking 
down racial taboos.’’ They launched a 
campaign in the sixties to encourage 
girls to respect every aspect of them-
selves and to get to know others who 
are fundamentally different whether it 
be by race, national origin, or religion. 

In the last 20 years, the Girl Scouts 
have worked together to tackle issues 
plaguing society’s well-being, such as 
drug addiction, violent crime, environ-
mental destruction, and the AIDS epi-

demic. Through collaborative work 
with the government and local commu-
nities, girls have promoted the positive 
influences of literacy, personal health, 
and individual responsibility. 

Now more than ever, we are looking 
to our young people for a collective 
face of hope and prosperity for this Na-
tion’s future. We have witnessed the 
vulnerability of human life, but know 
the strength of collective effort and the 
potential for individual integrity. Our 
national security and viability as a 
community depends on this strength. 

However, recent reports indicate that 
girls are less likely to pursue careers in 
math, science, or technology—fields 
vital to our progress in this global 
economy. Sometime during their teen 
or preteen years, many girls lose their 
zest in the classroom and, unfortu-
nately, conform to attitudes that boys 
are inherently better in math and 
science. 

The Girl Scouts are, again, at the 
forefront of this issue by confronting 
the disparity head on. They have col-
laborated with the National Science 
Foundation to provide opportunities 
for girls interested in studying wildlife 
and environment in Antarctica. In ad-
dition, they have created programs to 
provide girls with hands-on technology 
training, computer science skills, and 
access to information on physics and 
engineering. Most importantly, the 
Girl Scouts give girls tools to close the 
gender gap and the confidence to suc-
ceed in these traditionally male-domi-
nated fields. 

The Girl Scouts have fostered an en-
vironment Where Girls Grow Strong— 
their modern mantra. But, while the 
activities of the Girl Scouts may 
change over the years, its commitment 
to young women nationwide is reso-
lute. By encouraging personal responsi-
bility, social awareness, community 
service, and individual freedom, the 
Girl Scouts have shaped the physical 
and mental well-being of young women 
everywhere. 

Thank you for allowing me to con-
gratulate the Girl Scouts on 90 years of 
exceptional achievement. I ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing them all 
the best in the years to come, and in 
giving a ‘‘Mile Hi’’ salute to the Girl 
Scouts celebrating today in Denver and 
throughout the Nation. 

I ask that the Girl Scout Law be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The material follows: 
THE GIRL SCOUT LAW 

I will do my best to be 
honest and fair 
friendly and helpful, 
considerate and caring, 
courageous and strong, and 
responsible for what I say and do, 
and to 
respect myself and others, 
respect authority, 
use resources wisely, 
make the world a better place, and 
be a sister to every Girl Scout.∑ 
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A TRIBUTE TO ENTREPRENEUR OF 

THE YEAR 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, today I pay tribute to an 
outstanding businessman, Robert 
Scott, on receiving New Hampshire En-
trepreneur of the Year. His outstanding 
business practices and understanding 
have no doubt brought him to this 
place. 

Scott cofounded Octave Communica-
tions in 1998 with audio conferencing in 
mind. Since then, the systems that 
have been produced include the newest 
model that allows for wireless voice 
conferencing. With many more options 
available Octave offers browser-based 
scheduling, management and control 
for reservation-less conferencing over 
traditional public switched telephone 
networks and Voice over Internet Pro-
tocol Networks. Scott’s effort has paid 
off in the growth of an up and coming 
company that is sure to make its mark 
on New Hampshire. 

It is always my distinct honor and 
privilege to represent fine businessmen 
like Robert Scott in the United States 
Senate.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ED LAWRENCE, WILD-
LIFE ARTIST WORKING TO HELP 
U.S. SOLDIERS 

∑ Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, now, 
more than ever, Americans are express-
ing their patriotism. Patriotism means 
different things to different people, but 
for some, like Ed Lawrence, patriotism 
comes through his ‘‘determination’’ to 
help others. 

Mr. Lawrence, a wildlife artist from 
McGregor, IA, is a retired game warden 
and a U.S. Air Force veteran. After 
hearing President George W. Bush’s ad-
dress to the Nation following the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, Lawrence was 
moved into taking action. Although 
unsure of what contribution he could 
make, he retreated to his studio and 
began to sketch. Out of his sketches 
rose images of the American bald eagle 
with the Stars and Stripes waving be-
hind it. These heart-felt images be-
came the foundation for Mr. Law-
rence’s work, ‘‘Determination.’’ 

With ‘‘Determination,’’ Mr. Lawrence 
was able to give back to the nation. At 
the end of last year, Mr. Lawrence de-
voted his energy to the Grant Wood 
Chapter of the Red Cross in Cedar Rap-
ids. From the proceeds of his ‘‘Deter-
mination’’ prints, the group was able 
to pay the shipping costs of care pack-
ages sent to troops on hardship assign-
ments in Saudi Arabia, Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Kuwait and Uzbekistan. The care pack-
ages were meant to send a bit of home 
abroad and included puzzles, games, 
footballs, microwave popcorn, 
toiletries, gum and magazines, among 
other items to boost the troops’ mo-
rale. 

In addition to covering the costs of 
sending out the care packages, Mr. 
Lawrence created 911 numbered prints 
as a special tribute to U.S. troops. He 

donates these prints to various commu-
nity group fundraisers. The limited edi-
tion prints go to groups willing to sell 
a print in support of the Grant Wood 
Chapter’s project. 

U.S. Armed Force bases that receive 
donations also receive a special copy of 
‘‘Determination.’’ Numbered prints 
were reserved for Veterans Administra-
tion hospitals in Iowa City and Des 
Moines, and a copy was presented on 
the floor of the Iowa House at the Iowa 
State Capitol. 

Mr. Lawrence is hoping to take the 
project nationwide and is working with 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, the 
American Legion, and the American 
Red Cross to do just that. He and his 
wife, Chris, have made appearances na-
tionwide to promote the project and re-
ceived warm responses, as they should. 

The ‘‘determination,’’ of Ed Law-
rence to spread patriotism and promote 
morale nationwide and across the seas 
has lifted the spirits of troops and ci-
vilians alike. Thank you, Mr. Law-
rence, for setting such a positive and 
patriotic example for fellow Iowans 
and Americans to follow.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Messages from the President of the 

United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 
As in executive session the Presiding 

Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
At 11:04 a.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 2143. An act to make the repeal of the 
estate tax permanent. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 4800. An act to repeal the sunset of 
the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 with respect to the ex-
pansion of the adoption credit and adoption 
assistance programs. 

H.R. 4823. An act to repeal the sunset of 
the Economic Growth and Tax Relief Rec-
onciliation Act of 2001 with respect to the ex-
clusion from Federal income tax for restitu-
tion received by victims of the Nazi Regime. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 2143. An act to make the repeal of the 
estate tax permanent. 

S. 2600. A bill to ensure the continued fi-
nancial capacity of insurers to provide cov-
erage for risks from terrorism. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. DODD (for himself, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. REID): 

S. 2600. A bill to ensure the continued fi-
nancial capacity of insurers to provide cov-
erage for risks from terrorism; read the first 
time. 

By Mr. SANTORUM: 
S. 2601. A bill to suspend temporarily the 

duty on thiophanate-methyl; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 677 

At the request of Mr. BREAUX, the 
name of the Senator from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 677, a bill to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to re-
peal the required use of certain prin-
cipal repayments on mortgage subsidy 
bond financing to redeem bonds, to 
modify the purchase price limitation 
under mortgage subsidy bond rules 
based on median family income, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 813 

At the request of Mr. SANTORUM, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 813, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to in-
crease payments under the medicare 
program to Puerto Rico hospitals. 

S. 917 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
ALLEN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
917, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross 
income amounts received on account of 
claims based on certain unlawful dis-
crimination and to allow income aver-
aging for backpay and frontpay awards 
received on account of such claims, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1311 

At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. SPECTER) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1311, a bill to amend the 
Immigration and Nationality Act to re-
affirm the United States historic com-
mitment to protecting refugees who 
are fleeing persecution or torture. 

S. 1483 

At the request of Mr. WELLSTONE, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Ms. LANDRIEU) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1483, a bill to amend Family 
Violence Prevention and Services Act 
to reduce the impact of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking on 
the lives of youth and children and pro-
vide appropriate services for children 
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