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State Department in 1915 saying that
the, ‘‘deportation of and excesses
against peaceful Armenians is increas-
ing and from harrowing reports of eye
witnesses it appears that a campaign of
race extermination is in progress under
a pretext of reprisal against rebellion.”

During my tenure in the Senate, 1
have spoken out about the Armenian
Genocide because we must acknowl-
edge the horrors perpetrated against
the Armenian people and reaffirm our
commitment to ensure that the world
cannot and will not forget these crimes
against humanity. We must speak out
against such a tragedy and dedicate
ourselves to ensuring that evils such as
the Armenian Genocide are not revis-
ited on our planet. This is the highest
tribute we can pay to the victims of
any genocide. It is important that we
take time to remember and honor the
victims, and pay respect to the sur-
vivors that are still with us.

In the Rotunda of the Russell Senate
Office Building there is an important
exhibit displayed by the Genocide
Project. The Genocide Project is an or-
ganization that seeks to preserve the
memory of the Armenian Genocide by
creating powerful displays that com-
bine photos and the narrative from sur-
vivors of the Genocide. I would urge all
my colleagues to view this powerful
and moving account of the tragic
events which we remember today.

The Armenian people have preserved
their culture, faith and identity for
over 1,000 years. In the last century
alone, the Armenian people withstood
the horrors of two World Wars and sev-
eral decades of Soviet dominance in
order to establish modern Armenia. I
hope all my Senate colleagues will join
me in honoring and remembering the
victims of the Armenian Genocide.®
e Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President,
I rise today to acknowledge and com-
memorate the 87th anniversary of the
beginning of the Armenian Genocide. 1
do so every year because the lessons of
the past must not be forgotten and the
crimes of the past must not be re-
peated.

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman Em-
pire launched a brutal and unconscion-
able policy of mass murder. Over an 8-
year period, 1.5 million Armenians
were killed, and another 500,000 were
driven from their homes, their prop-
erty and land confiscated.

As Americans, as sons and daughters
of liberty, justice and freedom, we
must raise our voices and acknowledge
this terrible crime to ensure that it
does not happen again.

Those who would single out men,
women, and children to be killed solely
on the basis of their race, ethnicity,
and religion must know that the
United States and the international
community will not allow their crimes
to go unpunished.

We have seen the crimes of the Arme-
nian Genocide repeated far too often in
this century: in Germany, in Cam-
bodia, in Rwanda, and in Bosnia. We
have stood by and remained silent. Let
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us commemorate this occasion and
state loud and clear: Never again.

Even as we remember the tragedy
and honor the dead, we also honor the
living. Half a million Armenian Ameri-
cans reside in my home State of Cali-
fornia and I am proud to be their rep-
resentative in the U.S. Senate. They
have overcome the horrors of the past
to build a better future for themselves
and their families in the United States.
They are a testament to hard work,
dedication, and perseverence and they
have greatly enriched the culture and
civic life of our State.

Let us remember the Armenian
Genocide. Let us ensure that those who
suffered did not die in vain. Let us re-
dedicate ourselves to cause of human
rights for all. Let us work together
with Armenia and the Armenian Amer-
ican community to create a future
filled with hope and possibility.e
e Mr. FEINGOLD. Madam President,
today marks the 87th anniversary of
when the Ottoman Empire began a pol-
icy to isolate, exile and even eliminate
the Armenian population. Today, we
pause to remember and honor the vic-
tims of the Armenian genocide. Be-
tween 1915 and 1923 one-and-a-half-mil-
lion Armenians were systematically
murdered at the hands of the Ottoman
Empire and hundreds of thousands
more were forced to leave their homes.

It has been nearly a century since
this period of violence and annihilation
began, and this anniversary serves as a
reminder that this tragedy will not be
forgotten. It must not be forgotten.
Each year I commemorate this date on
the Senate floor both to honor those
who lost their lives and to remind the
American people that the capacity for
violence and hate is still prevalent in
our world today. Recent history in Bos-
nia, Kosovo, and Rwanda tells us that
systematic brutality and the attempts
to extinguish a population because of
their ethnicity are still all too real.
And recent news reports detailing the
re-emergence of anti-Semitism world-
wide are an admonishment to us all
that even lessons as searing and tragic
as those taught by the Holocaust can
be forgotten if we do not remain vigi-
lant in our efforts to remember them.

As the chairman of the Sub-
committee on Africa, I had the unique
opportunity to visit the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, ICTR,
in Arusha, Tanzania, earlier this year.
There I saw firsthand the tremendous
progress being made and
groundbreaking legal precedents being
set with regards to genocide being seen
by the international community as a
crime against humanity. The court for
Rwanda and the court for the former
Yugoslavia send a clear message to the
world that such horrific acts cannot
and will not go unpunished. Since I be-
came a member of the U.S. Senate, I
have strived to make the protection of
basic human rights and accountability
for such atrocities worldwide a corner-
stone in American foreign policy.

Today, we remember the Armenian
men, women and children who lost
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their lives during that tragic time pe-
riod in world history, as well as the
other countless number of past and
present victims of violence.®

e Mr. REED. Madam President, I rise
to join my colleagues, my fellow Rhode
Islanders and our Armenian American
community in observing the 87th Anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide.

Although some in the world still
want to convince themselves, as well as
others, that the deaths of so many Ar-
menians was simply a product of a civil
war, the facts are undeniable: from 1915
to 1923 1,500,000 Armenians died, and
500,000 refugees were forced to flee.
These facts must continue to be af-
firmed. To ignore the Armenian Geno-
cide would be to ignore history and
therefore allow the preconditions to
exist for another radical leader to rise
and legitimize the future genocide of
another of the world’s people. Let any-
one ask: ‘“who remembers the Arme-
nians?”’ and the answer would be: Mil-
lions in the United States and around
the world. Today, Rhode Island is
among 31 States which have, by either
resolution or proclamation, recognized
the Armenian Genocide.

At the time of the Armenian Geno-
cide, Europe and the United States
were too embroiled in the First World
War to understand the magnitude and
consequences of the atrocities being
committed and therefore did little
more than protest by correspondence.
Understanding and remembrance today
ensures that the world will respond ap-
propriately to avert these tragedies to-
morrow. As proof, we need only look to
NATO’s quick and decisive action to
quell the Kosovo crisis.

We must also recognize that, in addi-
tion to the tragedies of the past, Arme-
nians continue to suffer from the eco-
nomic effects of natural disaster and
the dispute over Nagorno Karabagh.
Yet amidst this suffering the Armenian
people continue to strive to build an
independent democratic nation of
peace in the Caucasus region. So, de-
spite crisis elsewhere in the world, we
must remain attentive to Armenia and
the people of Nagorno Karabagh and
recognize that significant economic as-
sistance now will prove to be an invest-
ment with long term reward in a region
of strategic significance to the United
States.

Today while we solemnly commemo-
rate the tragedy of the past, let us re-
dedicate ourselves to building a strong
and vibrant Armenia for the future.e

——————

UNPUNISHED RELIGIOUS PERSE-
CUTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF
GEORGIA

e Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
as a member of the Commission on Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe, I
have followed closely human rights de-
velopments in the participating States,
especially as they have an impact on
freedom of thought, conscience, reli-
gion or belief. In many former com-
munist countries, local religious estab-
lishments have reacted with concern
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and annoyance about perceived en-
croachment of religions considered
‘“‘non-traditional.”” But in the Republic
of Georgia organized mob violence
against those of nontraditional faiths
has escalated, largely directed against
Jehovah’s Witnesses. For over 2 years,
a wave of mob attacks has been un-
leashed on members of this and other
minority religious communities, and it
is very disturbing that the police have
consistently either refused to restrain
the attackers or actually participated
in the violence.

Since October 1999, nearly 80 attacks
against Jehovah’s Witnesses have
taken place, most led by a defrocked
Georgian Orthodox priest, Vasili
Mkalavishvili. These violent acts have
gone unpunished, despite the filing of
over 600 criminal complaints. Reports
cite people being dragged by their hair
and then summarily punched, kicked
and clubbed, as well as buses being
stopped and attacked. The priest lead-
ing these barbaric actions has been
quoted as saying Jehovah’s Witnesses
‘“‘should be shot, we must annihilate
them.”” Considering the well-docu-
mented frenzy of these depredations, it
is only a matter of time before the as-
saults end in someone’s death.

Other minority religious commu-
nities have not escaped unscathed, but
have also been targeted. Mkalavishvili
coordinated an attack against a Pente-
costal church last year during choir
practice. His truncheon-wielding mob
seriously injured 12 church members.
Two days before Christmas 2001, over
100 of his militants raided an Evan-
gelical church service, clubbing mem-
bers and stealing property. In February
of this year, MkKkalavishvili brought
three buses of people, approximately
150 followers, to burn Bibles and reli-
gious materials owned by the Baptist
Union.

Mkalavishvili brazenly holds im-
promptu press conferences with media
outlets, often as the violence tran-
spires in the background. With his hoo-
ligans perpetrating violent acts under
the guise of religious piety, camera
crews set up and document everything
for the local news. The absence of a
conviction and subsequent imprison-
ment of Mkalavishvili is not for lack of
evidence.

After considerable delay, the Geor-
gian Government did commence on
January 25 legal proceedings for two
mob attacks. However, considering the
minor charges being brought and the
poor handling of the case, I fear
Mkalavishvili and other extremists
will only be encouraged to continue
their attacks, confident of impunity
from prosecution.

Since the initial hearing in January
of this year, postponement of the case
has occurred four times due to
Mkalavishvili’s mob, sometimes num-
bering in the hundreds, overrunning
the Didube-Chugureti District Court.
Mkalavishvili’s marauding followers
brought wooden and iron crosses, as
well as banners with offensive slogans.
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Mkalavishvili himself even threatened
the lawyers and victims while they
were in the courtroom. With police re-
fusing to provide adequate security,
lawyers filed a motion asking for court
assistance, but the judge ruled the
maximum security allowed would be 10
policemen, while no limit was placed
on the number of MKkalavishvili’s fol-
lowers permitted in the courtroom. In
contrast, the Ministry of Interior has
reportedly provided more than 200 po-
lice and a SWAT team to protect offi-
cials of its office when Mkalavishvili
was brought to trial under different
charges.

Certainly, the Georgian Government
could provide adequate security so that
its judicial system is not overruled by
vigilante justice. Unfortunately for all
Georgians, the anemic government re-
sponse is indicative of its inability or
worse yet, its unwillingness to enforce
the law to protect minority religious
groups.

As is clearly evident, Georgian au-
thorities are not taking effective steps
to deter individuals and groups from
employing violence against Jehovah’s
Witnesses and other minority faiths.
With the ineptitude of the justice sys-
tem now well known, Mkalavishvili has
brazenly and publicly warned that the
attacks will not cease.

Religious intolerance is one of the
most pernicious human rights prob-
lems in Georgia today. Therefore, I call
upon President Eduard Shevardnadze
to take action to end the violence
against religious believers, and prevent
attacks on minority religious commu-
nities. Despite the meetings he held
with the various faith communities in-
tended to demonstrate tolerance, Geor-
gian Government inaction is sending a
very different message. Thilisi’s pledge
to uphold the rights of all believers and
prosecute those who persecute the
faithful must be followed by action.

As a member of the Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe, I
urge President Shevardnadze to do
whatever is necessary to stop these at-
tacks, and to honor Georgia’s OSCE
commitments to promote and ensure
religious freedom without distinction.
The Georgian Government should take
concrete steps to punish the perpetra-
tors through vigorous prosecution.e

TRIBUTE TO JACK CHURCH

e Mr. JOHNSON. Madam President,
for 15 years, Jack Church has worked
tirelessly on behalf of the citizens of
Butte County as Emergency Manage-
ment and Veterans’ Service Officer.
Over the years, Jack has completed
and filed applications for disability,
education, pension, and other benefits
for the nearly 900 veterans living in
Butte County. He has also provided as-
sistance to the families of veterans and
worked to obtain needed military and
medical records, as well as medals and
other decorations for veterans.

I have appreciated Jack’s work on be-
half of veterans over the years. He has
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been a great advocate for veterans in
South Dakota, not only on issues that
impact the individual veteran and his
or her family, but also on issues that
impact all veterans, such as maintain-
ing access to health care services in
the Department of Veterans Affairs. He
has always recognized the particular
issues affecting veterans who live in
rural areas, whose access to VA health
care and other services can be limited
by distance or income. He has been ac-
tive on issues such as prescription drug
costs for veterans and senior citizens,
has advocated concurrent receipt of
disability and retiree compensation for
military retirees, and worked hard to
speed up the processing of claims filed
by veterans. He has truly been a friend
to the veterans of South Dakota over
the years.

In 2000, Butte County veterans re-
ceived $1.8 million in Federal benefits,
compared to $900,000 in 1990. This rep-
resents Jack’s work to ensure the vet-
erans in Butte County get the benefits
they deserve. When claims or requests
for records or medals were delayed,
Jack was not afraid to ‘‘rattle the
cages” to get the necessary action on
behalf of the veteran. At last resort, he
would contact my office for assistance
in some of these cases. Thanks to his
efforts, countless veterans in Butte
County and the surrounding region
have benefitted from services provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs.
His comments and insight on veterans
issues have helped me over the years in
my fight to bring more attention and
action on health care, education, and
other issues affecting veterans. I com-
mend Jack for his dedication and com-
mitment to forging relationships that
have the best interests of the indi-
vidual veteran in mind.

In addition to his great work with
South Dakota veterans, I have appre-
ciated Jack’s involvement in other
areas in his community. As emergency
management officer for Butte County,
Jack has helped develop and admin-
ister disaster plans for the citizens of
Butte County. In times of crisis, Jack
was always in the middle of the action,
helping to coordinate relief efforts and
provide assistance to individuals in
time of need. Whether it was finding
shelter during an evening storm, or
providing food stuffs or even porta-
potties, Jack has always been dedi-
cated to getting assistance and emer-
gency help to victims. But Jack has
also been very proactive, helping to
educate the public on the importance
of awareness in times of emergencies.
Together with other emergency man-
agement officials in South Dakota, I
was pleased with Jack’s efforts to help
me promote the need for, and impor-
tance of, weather radios to the citizens
of South Dakota.

Jack Church richly deserves the
thanks of his community. It is an
honor for me to share his accomplish-
ments with my colleagues and to pub-
licly commend him for serving South
Dakota and our country.e
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