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are so poor and need our help. Trade is 
one way to get them the necessary help 
and develop a good economy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 

f 

SPRINGTIME JOYS 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, after a 
mild and dry winter full of false starts, 
of periods of almost summery weather 
followed by cold and blustery winds, 
spring is truly here—here in all of its 
glory. In that subtle change, the grad-
ual brightening of days and warming of 
the earth, most of us can sense our 
mood shifting. Our hearts are glad-
dened, our spirits are raised, our opti-
mism is buoyed up by more than the 
improving economic forecasts. As we 
cast off the last days of winter and wel-
come in the spring, we shed our weary 
spirits along with our heavy coats. 
Spring is here. Here it is. How sweet it 
is—spring. Our hearts echo the deep joy 
of Samuel Pepys’ song, the poet Robert 
Browning’s ode to spring: 

The year’s at the spring 
And the day’s at the morn; 
Morning’s at seven; 
The hillside’s dew-pearled; 

The lark’s on the wing; 
The snail’s on the thorn; 
God’s in his Heaven— 
All’s right with the world! 
The pansies that bloomed all winter 

on sheltered porches in bright defiance 
of the calendar are in their glory, 
joined by crocuses and nodding daf-
fodils bursting through the cold earth. 
Lilac bushes are budding, promising 
sweet scents to come, and the gray and 
gnarled branches of old pear and apple 
trees are bursting forth in showy, 
snowy blossoms. Gregarious robins 
have returned, massed on warming 
lawns listening intently for industrious 
earthworms engaged in their subterra-
nean tilling. Bluebirds flit and swoop 
among the still bare branches and the 
goldfinches, busy at the backyard feed-
ers, are brightening their coloring in 
preparation for springtime courtship. 

Color is washing over the land. 
Redbud trees add rosy tints to gray 
woodlands while cheerful daffodils and 
forsythia bushes sparkle amid drab 
lawns and gardens. If winter brings to 
mind the talents of artists in charcoal 
sketches or the great etchers with 
their mastery of pattern and shading in 
the bold geometry of bare branches 
carved against a snowy ground, spring 
calls for watercolorists and sketchers 
in pastels with bright translucent col-
ors that capture the fragile clearness of 
the springtime sunshine. Summer and 
fall may belong to the oil painters with 
their deep saturated colors and mass-
ing of light and shade, but it takes a 
swift hand and brush to pin down the 
quicksilver moods of springtime. 

Under foot, the cold ground yields to 
springtime loam begging for the gar-
dener’s spade. Dry stalks blush with 
the green glow of new growth that 
springtime’s new calves tentatively 
nibble. The cattle are happy for the 

fresh grass after a long autumn and 
winter eating hay. I know that farmers 
in West Virginia are hoping for good 
spring rains to replenish the water sup-
plies and encourage a good growth of 
hay after last year’s dry spells. Pas-
tures have been cropped close and hay 
supplies are dwindling since the au-
tumn drought sent pasture grass into 
an early dormancy. We need rain—soft 
rain. 

Rain in the springtime is a lovely 
thing, gentle and welcome, unlike rain 
in other seasons. In summer, thunder-
storms are violent, dramatic events, 
noisy and flooding, leaving streets 
steaming. In autumn, the rain can be-
come monotonous, day after dreary 
day of steady sodden downpour filling 
the gutters with matted, decaying 
leaves. And in winter, cold, stinging 
sleet makes travel on dark roads and 
slick sidewalks treacherous. But in the 
spring, the rain is misty and compan-
ionable as my little dog Billy and I 
conduct our inspection tours of flower 
beds, the turf soft beneath our feet. 
Flower petals gain an added brightness 
from their raindrop ornaments. 
Spiderwebs become tiny crystal chan-
deliers draped with tiny drops in a soft 
and misty rain. And after the rain, 
there are rainbows shimmering like 
dreams overhead. 
I asked the robin, as he sprang, 
What made his breast so round and red; 
Twas looking at the sun, he said. 
I asked the violets, sweet and blue, 
Sparkling in the morning dew, 
Whence came their colors, then so shy; 
They answered, ‘‘looking to the sky’’; 
I saw the roses, one by one, 
Unfold their petals to the sun, 
I asked them what made their tints so 

bright, 
And they answered, ‘‘looking to the sky’’; 
I asked the thrush, whose silvery note 
Came like a song from angel’s throat, 
Why he sang in the twilight dim; 
He answered, ‘‘looking up at Him.’’ 

In springtime, at Eastertide, as we 
celebrate the great awakening of life 
reborn, one only has to look outside to 
appreciate the Creator’s handiwork. 
The earth is His page, the seasons His 
poetry writ fresh for us each morning. 
Welcome, yellow buttercups! 
Welcome, daisies white! 
Ye are in my spirit 
Visioned, a delight! 
Coming ere the spring-time, 
Of sunny hours to tell, 
Speaking to our hearts of Him 
Who doeth all things well. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask the 
Senate now proceed to a period of 

morning business, with Senators al-
lowed to speak for a period not to ex-
ceed 5 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LITTLE BIG MAN 

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, 46 
years ago the South Dakota Demo-
cratic Party was hardly more than 
George McGovern, George 
Cunningham, and a beat up old station 
wagon. I was eight. Little did I know I 
would one day owe a career to those 
two men and that car. 

One of those men is now world-fa-
mous, his name a synonym for political 
courage and common decency. The 
other, George Cunningham, is unknown 
to most. 

But George Cunningham is known to 
me. 

I know him as the man who flew 
quietly to South Dakota to rescue a 
political newborn from a life-threat-
ening recount in 1978. I know him for 
his wise counsel during a testing chal-
lenge from Congressman Clint Roberts, 
and through the other muddles of my 
political adolescence. I know George as 
the man from whom my own George 
Cunningham, Pete Stavrianos, says he 
learned both his trade and his passion 
for that trade. And I know George 
Cunningham as the diabolical practical 
joker whose powers to disarm and con-
fuse with his wit remain to this day 
the most powerful antidote to self-im-
portance I have ever witnessed. 

‘‘GVC,’’ as he was known to those fa-
miliar with his smoking IBM Selectric, 
is a man who has never taken himself 
too seriously, but has always fiercely 
insisted his lifetime profession be 
taken seriously. 

I will never forget hearing about 
George Cunningham telling a reporter 
who asked about his polls during his 
campaign against Larry Pressler that 
his numbers were, ‘‘in the toilet.’’ The 
stunned newsman had expected a deer 
in the headlights lie from a scared poli-
tician facing defeat. What he got was 
an honest admission from a strong man 
who was still teaching, even through 
his hurt, how to laugh honestly in the 
face of adversity, and in so doing, re-
spect what one was about. 

What George Vinton Cunningham 
was about, and what he is still about, is 
service to the public. 

From his first campaign with George 
McGovern while still a law student at 
USD, through his service to Governor 
Herseth in 1959, his 20 years beside 
George McGovern in Washington, his 
return to his hometown of Watertown, 
SD, as a candidate for U.S. Senate, and 
his tenure as lawyer and party activist, 
George Cunningham has taught us all 
what it means to serve. 

Cunningham is a short, non-descript 
man who, while chief of staff to a can-
didate for President of the United 
States, used to send friends unflat-
tering pictures of himself in safari garb 
holding a rifle in one hand and his 
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trademark pipe in the other. I always 
thought it was to remind folks you 
didn’t have to be Redford handsome or 
Kennedy strong to go after big game. 

What you do have to be, though, is 
committed to the idea that we are put 
here for something more than just 
serving ourselves. 

I like to think I am committed to 
that idea. I hope when I am through I 
will be judged to have been half as 
committed to it as one of the biggest 
little men I have been privileged to 
know, George Cunningham. 

f 

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS IN 
UKRAINE 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday the Senate, with bipartisan sup-
port, agreed to S. Res. 205, a resolution 
urging the Government of Ukraine to 
ensure a democratic, transparent, and 
fair election process leading up to the 
March 31 parliamentary elections. I ap-
preciate Chairman BIDEN and Senator 
HELMS’ support in committee and the 
leadership for ensuring timely consid-
eration of this important resolution. 

In adopting S. Res. 205, the United 
States Senate expresses interest in, 
and concerns for, a genuinely free and 
fair parliamentary election process 
which enables all of the various elec-
tion blocs and political parties to com-
pete on a level playing field. While ex-
pressing support for the efforts of the 
Ukrainian people to promote democ-
racy, rule of law, and human rights, 
the resolution urges the Ukrainian 
government to enforce impartially the 
new election law and to meet its OSCE 
commitments on democratic elections. 
I want to underscore commitments un-
dertaken by the 55 OSCE participating 
States, including Ukraine, to build, 
consolidate, and strengthen democracy 
as the only form of government for 
each of our nations. 

The Commission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, the Helsinki Com-
mission, which I chair has monitored 
closely the situation in Ukraine and 
has a long record of support for the as-
pirations of the Ukrainian people for 
human rights and democratic free-
doms. A recent Commission briefing on 
the parliamentary elections brought 
together experts to assess the conduct 
of the campaign. High level visits to 
Ukraine have underscored the impor-
tance the United States attaches to 
these elections in the run up to presi-
dential elections scheduled for 2004. 

As of today, with less than two weeks 
left before the elections, it remains an 
open question as to whether the elec-
tions will be a step forward for 
Ukraine. Despite considerable inter-
national attention, there are credible 
reports of various abuses and viola-
tions of the election law, including 
candidates refused access to media, the 
unlawful use of public funds and facili-
ties, and government pressure on cer-
tain political parties, candidates and 
media outlets, and a pro-government 
bias in the public media. 

Ukraine’s success as an independent, 
democratic, economically successful 
state is vital to stability and security 
and Europe, and Ukraine has, over the 
last decade, enjoyed a strong relation-
ship with the United States. This posi-
tive relationship, however, has been in-
creasingly tested in the last few years 
because of pervasive levels of corrup-
tion in Ukraine and the still-unre-
solved case of murdered investigative 
journalist Georgiy Gongadze and other 
issues which call into question the 
Ukrainian authorities’ commitment to 
the rule of law and respect of human 
rights. 

Ukraine enjoys goodwill in the 
United States Senate and remains one 
of our largest recipients of U.S. assist-
ance in the world. These elections are 
an important indication of the Ukrain-
ian authorities’ commitment to con-
solidate democracy and to demonstrate 
a serious intent regarding integration 
into the Euro-Atlantic community. 

f 

NEXT STEPS IN THE FIGHT 
AGAINST HIV/AIDS 

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, by now I 
hope that all of my colleagues are 
aware of the extent of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic. The spread of the disease is 
of grave humanitarian and security 
concern to the United States. 

Last year alone, 3 million people died 
as a result of the disease. I have yet to 
see a study or data which suggests that 
the number will not increase in 2002. 

In January of 2000 the National Intel-
ligence Council released a National In-
telligence Estimate entitled ‘‘The 
Global Infectious Disease Threat and 
its Implications for the United States.’’ 
The report stated that ‘‘the severe so-
cial and economic impact of infectious 
diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, and 
the infiltration of these diseases into 
the ruling political and military elites 
and middle classes of developing coun-
tries are likely to intensify the strug-
gle for political power to control scarce 
state resources. This will hamper the 
development of a civil society and 
other underpinnings of democracy and 
will increase pressure on democratic 
transitions in regions such as the FSU 
[former Soviet Union] and Sub-Saharan 
Africa where the infectious disease bur-
den will add to economic misery and 
political polarization.’’ 

On February 13 of this year I chaired 
a hearing on the future of America’s bi-
lateral and multilateral response to 
the epidemic. What I learned was both 
encouraging and discouraging. First, 
the bad news. The disease continues to 
spread. Last year, five million people 
were infected with HIV/AIDS, bringing 
the total number of people with the 
disease to 40 million. There are more 
AIDS orphans than ever before, over 
10.4 million, and that number is ex-
pected to more than double in the next 
8 years as more and more adults fall ill 
and die. 

In some parts of the world, women 
are becoming infected at rates com-

parable to men. This change in the in-
fection pattern is tragic not only be-
cause the increase is a reflection of 
women and girls’ inability to say no, in 
many instances, to unwanted sexual 
advances, but also because the more 
women who are infected, the greater 
the number of babies there are who are 
liable to contract HIV during birth or 
from drinking their infected mother’s 
breast milk. 

The good news is that the inter-
national community is beginning not 
only to recognize the need for more ac-
tion, it is beginning to take more ac-
tion. We are beginning to go beyond 
rhetoric towards concrete steps. We 
have established Global Funds for HIV/ 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The 
U.S. Government has increased the 
amount of spending on bilateral pro-
grams. The problem is that we have 
not yet gone far enough. Despite our 
efforts to date, the problem continues 
to grow. 

There are no easy solutions. I will 
not stand here and say that I have a 
magic formula for stopping the spread 
of HIV/AIDS. We must recognize, how-
ever, that while the problem is not 
going away any time soon, there are 
some steps we can take immediately 
and in the long-term that will help 
mitigate the effects of the disease and 
eventually stop it in its tracks. 

A serious commitment is required. A 
lot of times when we talk about com-
mitment in this chamber we are talk-
ing about 6 to 18 months. I am talking 
about a commitment of years. Not 2 
years. Not 3 years. Start thinking in 
terms of a decade or more. According 
to the UN, studies of middle and low- 
income countries where interventions 
have slowed the spread of the disease, 
we need to spend $7 to $10 billion annu-
ally on treatment, care and support in 
the developing world for the next 10 
years if we are to change current 
trends. 

The UN estimates that if we are 
going to bring HIV infection rates 
down, by the year 2005 the inter-
national community is going to have 
to scale up spending to $9.2 billion. 
That money does not include funds for 
improving the health and education in-
frastructure in developing countries. It 
only covers prevention care and sup-
port programs. 2001 expenditures, ac-
cording to this same report were only 
$1.8 billion. 

We have a long way to go. And we 
will have to readjust our mind-sets 
such that we are prepared to stay the 
course financially for a long time to 
come, or nothing we do is going to have 
a lasting impact. 

So what is to be done if we are will-
ing to adopt such an approach? 

The ultimate solution to this prob-
lem is the development of a vaccine. 
Scientists are working on one, but Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, director of the Na-
tional Institute of Allergy and Infec-
tious Diseases at the National Insti-
tutes of Health was quoted in the Los 
Angeles Times on March 16 as saying 
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