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ITI when I served in the Navy, he was
Commander in Chief at that time. In
his dedication speech, in 1951, in a me-
morial to these four brave men, he
said:

This interfaith shrine will stand through
long generations to teach Americans that as
men can die heroically as brothers, so should
they live together in mutual faith and good
will.

These words are as important today
as they were 51 years ago. The Senate
is indeed privileged to have this distin-
guished American before us today.

This has been an unusual week for
me in the sense that on Monday I at-
tended the funeral services at Arling-
ton of Corporal Matthew Commons,
U.S. Army, Company A, 1st Battalion,
75th Ranger Regiment, who lost his life
just a few days ago in Operation Ana-
conda in Afghanistan. Last night, I de-
livered a eulogy on behalf of an old
friend in Virginia, an African American
who served aboard the carrier Yorktown
and was in 11 major engagements in
World War II. His name was Richard
Hall. He worked with me down in Vir-
ginia for these many years, and was a
dearly beloved friend.

In the last 2 weeks, America experi-
enced approximately nine deaths in Op-
eration Anaconda. But I reflected last
night, as I do briefly this morning, on
the history of two battles which took
place 70-some-odd years ago. Let’s see,
it was 16 December 1944 to 19 January
1945—the Battle of the Bulge. I men-
tion this because we, the United
States, suffered about 41,000 casualties
in that battle: Killed in action, 4,000;
wounded, 20,000; missing, 17,000; all oc-
curring in 35 days of fighting. That was
in Europe.

In the Pacific, where Richard Hall
served in so many conflicts, the Battle
of Iwo Jima was fought over 36 days
from 19 February to 26 March 1945. I re-
mind America we had 26,000 casualties:
Killed in action, 6,800; wounded, 19,200.
I also remind America of the enormous
service these men and women have
given this Nation. Today we can stand
and share in the freedom provided by
the members of our Armed Forces. This
freedom is predicated on the sacrifices,
be it by CPL Matthew Commons 10
days ago, or in those two battles of
World War II. We must be ever mindful
of the service of men and women in the
Armed Forces throughout our history
that makes possible our life today.

I thank my colleagues for this oppor-
tunity to address the Senate.

——

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this morn-
ing the Senate will be in a period of
morning business until 9:30. The time
until 9:30 is under the control of Sen-
ator ALLEN of Virginia.

At 9:30, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the energy reform bill.
There will be debate only until 11:30 in
relation to ethanol. That time will be
under the control of Senator NELSON of
Nebraska and Senator BOND of Mis-
souri or their designees.
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At 11:30, the Senate will resume con-
sideration of the Levin CAFE amend-
ment, with 20 minutes of closing debate
prior to a vote in relation to the
amendment.

Following disposition of the Levin
amendment, Senator MILLER will offer
his amendment regarding pickup
trucks, with 10 minutes of debate prior
to a vote in relation to that amend-
ment.

Following disposition of the Miller
amendment, Senators KERRY or SNOWE
or their designees will be recognized to
offer an amendment regarding CAFE.

We hope to dispose of all the matters
of fuel efficiency regarding motor vehi-
cles today. We hope we can move on to
other important matters on this bill.

As was spoken on the floor yesterday,
the majority leader intends to finish
this bill by next Friday. During that
period of time, we also have to dispose
of the campaign finance bill. There is a
lot to do. We would ask those Senators
who have amendments dealing with
this important energy legislation to
come and offer them because that time
may run out quicker than they think.

———
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

———
MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business not to extend be-
yond the hour of 9:30 a.m., with the
time to be under the control of the
Senator from Virginia, Mr. ALLEN.

————
HIGH-TECH TASK FORCE

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I rise this
morning to speak about the Senate Re-
publican high-tech task force. Today is
an important day for our high-tech
task force, as we are unveiling our pol-
icy agenda and principles for the up-
coming session and the rest of the
year.

First, I express my gratitude to Sen-
ator REID and Senator DASCHLE for al-
lowing us this half hour of time to ad-
dress our colleagues on the very impor-
tant issue of technology and the policy
issues that we have faced, are facing,
and will face this year.

The purpose of the high-tech task
force is to advise Republican leadership
and, hopefully, others on the other side
of the aisle on issues important to the
technology community. We look at
ourselves as a portal to the technology
innovators and entrepreneurs to get
their ideas and messages to the Senate
so that we are well informed as to the
impact of any potential changes in
laws, or there may be laws that are
outdated and need to be updated or up-
graded.

The advancement of technology in
the United States is important. It is
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important for our quality of life, for
our competitiveness as a nation. It is
also very important for providing good-
paying jobs for Americans.

Technology improvements benefit
our lives and our businesses and our
competitiveness in many ways. For ex-
ample, in manufacturing, it allows
manufacturers to manufacture what-
ever the good or product is, more effi-
ciently, with greater quality, with less
waste, and fewer toxins. In a distribu-
tion center, if you went to a Dollar
Tree or a Family Dollar or Dollar Gen-
eral distribution center, you would see
how they use technology to pick dif-
ferent items for their various stores
and then loading them on trucks.

Technological improvements help
our communications systems within
our country. It also helps education op-
portunities, life sciences, and biologi-
cal advancements that are allowing
people to lead better, healthier, longer
lives. It can help in law enforcement
and coordination of law enforcement
efforts at the State, local, and national
level. And it can provide for a better
transportation system with smart
roads and smart cars, and the concept
of telecommunicating, teleworking, al-
lowing people to have a better quality
of life while not having to fight traffic
every day and have more time with
their families.

It improves in so many ways our
quality of life, our efficiency, and also
our environment. On the high-tech
task force, in addition to myself, I am
joined on the task force by Senators
ALLARD, BENNETT, BROWNBACK, BURNS,
CoLLINS, KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON, EN-
SIGN, SESSIONS, and GORDON SMITH, as
well as ex officio members who are the
ranking members of the various impor-
tant committees that deal with tech-
nology, including the Armed Services
Committee with JOHN WARNER, Bank-
ing Committee, PHIL GRAMM; Senator
McCAIN of Commerce; Senator GRASS-
LEY of Finance, and Senator ORRIN
HATCH, a great leader of our Judiciary
Committee.

We had many accomplishments last
year. The education bill was an impor-
tant one. No child left behind. Edu-
cation is the key—making sure we
have a capable population in our coun-
try so youngsters can seize the oppor-
tunities not just of the silicon domin-
ion of Virginia, but technology jobs all
across the country. That was a very
important bill. The clean 2-year exten-
sion of the Internet access tax morato-
rium was important. I don’t think
there should be access taxes on the
Internet, but we were able to get a 2-
year extension to prevent Internet
taxes, which would only exacerbate the
digital divide.

We also passed the Export Adminis-
tration Act in the Senate. We updated
those laws so computers can be sold
from this country as opposed to other
countries getting them from France,
Germany, or Japan. We can compete.
The House has a different view.

There was a proposed merger of
ASML, a Dutch company, with SBG,
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which is a Silicon Valley group. The
importance of this was helping with
the next generation of microchips.
ASML has the extreme ultraviolet li-
thography tools which are important
for the smaller geometries on
microchips.

We were able to advocate appropria-
tions of additional funds for justice for
anti-piracy prosecution. Intellectual
property rights is very important, and
we need to enforce those. We also
turned back efforts to change the cur-
rent encryption export rules—again,
very important.

Now, for the upcoming session, one of
the successes was the 3-year, 30-percent
bonus depreciation measure, which was
finally passed last Friday as part of the
economic stimulus bill. That is impor-
tant for all businesses, but especially
the technology community so busi-
nesses can upgrade their technology
and other equipment. Senator GORDON
SMITH was the lead for our high-tech
task force in getting that accomplish-
ment, which will help stimulate the
economy, save and create more jobs.

Now, the agenda is really one based
on principles. The principles we have
this year are the same as last. We have
added a few issues that have arisen re-
cently. We want a Federal Tax Code
that is appropriate for the 21st cen-
tury. That means several different
things. We want to, No. 1, continue
working to make the research and de-
velopment tax credit permanent.

Secondly, we want to accelerate and
reform the depreciation schedules for
technology equipment. We also want to
encourage capital formation for small
technology companies. And also of re-
cent importance we are going to work
to preserve the current tax treatment
for stock options.

Just yesterday, the high-tech task
force urged Leaders DASCHLE and LOTT
to oppose any effort to consider S. 1940,
which is a bill to require above-the-line
expensing of stock options. Not to get
into all the minutia of tax laws, but
the fact is, passage of such legislation
would dramatically deter companies
from providing rank and file employees
with stock options, and they are an im-
portant part of compensation. That
proposal will certainly be harmful for
technology companies.

We also are going to work to enhance
free trade, in that it is important for
opening up fair and free trade. We will
open up new markets for our tech-
nology and our services. One must rec-
ognize that, while computers are fairly
prevalent in this country, they are not
all that prevalent in the rest of the
world. Nearly half of the people in the
world have yet to make their first tele-
phone call. Only about 2 percent of the
world’s population has a computer.
That tells us there are great opportuni-
ties for our technologies, as well as
construction equipment, and so forth,
all over the world; and tearing down
barriers will help our jobs in this coun-
try and our technological advance-
ments to continue. Also, it would not
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only benefit our country, but it would
increase the standard of living for
those who tear down those barriers so
that their citizenry can have the op-
portunities of advanced technology for
their quality of life, a better environ-
ment, and more opportunities. So we
are going to continue to advocate trade
promotion authority. We will also con-
tinue working to protect Internet secu-
rity, and we will continue combating
terrorism.

To that end, we are going to seek ad-
vancement of the Bennett-Kyl legisla-
tion to allow information sharing be-
tween private companies and the Gov-
ernment by codifying a limited Free-
dom of Information Act exemption.

We are going to support the Bush ad-
ministration’s budget, as far as funding
for cyber-security issues. We are going
to continue working to safeguard copy-
rights in the digital age. That is very
important. The private sector needs to
work together with a variety of compa-
nies to do it, rather than worry about
an inept Federal Government dictating
standards in that regard.

We are going to continue promoting
education and technology in a variety
of ways. There are some good ideas
that we are supporting—particularly,
the President in his effort on edu-
cation, proposing that families of stu-
dents who are in failing schools get a
tax credit. A $2,5600 tax credit could go
toward purchasing computers, periph-
erals, books, and also tuition. Person-
ally, I am for a tax credit focusing on
computers and peripherals, educational
software and tutoring. It should not
just be for kids in failing schools, but
for all schools, in order to bridge the
digital divide.

We are going to work to expand
broadband technologies. The Patent
and Trademark Office funding is im-
portant. Those fees ought to go to the
Patent and Trademark Office and
should not be diverted to other efforts.
We want to keep government out of
competition with e-commerce busi-
nesses.

Digital decency. We are for it. We
want the private sector to look at ways
to put in a filter so people can enjoy
the Internet as they see fit, as opposed
to the government censoring it.

In the area of legal reform, there are
several areas—especially class actions.
We have these class action lawsuits
filed all over the country. The diver-
sity of that jurisdiction, at the option
of the defendant, ought to be more eas-
ily removed to Federal court to get a
better, more expedited and fair judg-
ment.

Also, spectrum reform is very impor-
tant, particularly in rural areas. I am
going to yield in a minute to the Sen-
ator from Montana.

Before I do that, I ask unanimous
consent that endorsements of these
policy principles and ideas by the In-
formation Technology Association of
America, Information Technology In-
dustry Council, the Business Software
Alliances, the Electronic Industries Al-
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liance, TechNet, and ACT be printed in
the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

ITAA LAUDS HIGH TECH TASK FORCE AGENDA

ARLINGTON, VA.—The information Tech-
nology Association of America (ITTA) today
praised the Senate Republican High Tech
Task Force as the group kicked off its 2002
agenda on Capitol Hill.

“We look forward to working with the Re-
publican High Tech Task Force as well as
Democrats in the Senate to achieve sound
policy that will allow the high tech industry
to once again become the engine of our U.S.
economy,” said ITTA President Harris N.
Miller, adding ‘‘Last week’s passage of the
Economic Stimulus legislation on a bipar-
tisan basis showed that the HTTF, under
Senator Allen’s leadership, reaching across
the aisle can accomplish great objectives for
the IT industry.”

“In 2001, we worked on a bipartisan basis
to support passage of key tech related bills
such as the extension of the Internet tax
moratorium and education reform,” Miller
continued. ‘“This year, Trade Promotion Au-
thority and improving information security
are some of ITAA’s top priorities, so we are
gratified to see them also topping the HTTF
agenda.”’

The Information Technology Association
of America (ITTA) provides global public
policy, business networking, and national
leadership to promote the continued rapid
growth of the IT industry. ITAA consists of
over 500 corporate members throughout the
U.S., and a global network of 47 countries’ IT
associates. The Association plays the leading
role in issues of IT industry concern includ-
ing information security, taxes and finance
policy, digital intellectual property protec-
tion, telecommunications competition,
workforce and education, immigration, on-
line privacy and consumer protection, gov-
ernment IT procurement, human resources
and e-commerce policy. ITAA members
range from the smallest IT start-ups to in-
dustry leaders in the Internet, software, IT
services, ASP, digital content, systems inte-
gration, telecommunications, and enterprise
solution fields.

ITI APPLAUDS SENATE REPUBLICAN TASK

FORCE AGENDA, RECENT LEGISLATIVE AcC-

COMPLISHMENTS

WASHINGTON, DC.—The Information Tech-
nology Industry Council (ITI) applauds the
Senate Republican High-Tech Task Force for
its 2002 agenda and its work securing passage
of key legislative initiatives during the past
year.

‘“We are pleased to support the Task
Force’s agenda and would like to thank them
for their work last year to secure passage of
legislation vital to the IT industry,” said
Rhett Dawson, President of ITI.

““The 30 percent bonus depreciation provi-
sion in the stimulus bill, Senate passage of
education reform legislation, and the two-
year moratorium on Internet access taxes
were key victories for the IT industry. The
work of the Task Force was key to achieving
these goals. We look forward to a productive
2002 in which the Senate passes Trade Pro-
motion Authority and other important
pieces of legislation.”

ITI represents the leading U.S. providers of
information technology products and serv-
ices. ITI member companies employ more
than 1 million people in the United States
and exceeded $668 billion in worldwide reve-
nues in 2002.

The High-Tech Voting Guide is used to ITI
to measure Members of Congress’ support for
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the information technology industry and
policies that ensure the success of the digital
economy. At the end of the 107th Congress,
key votes will be compiled and analyzed to
assign a ‘‘score’” to every Member of Con-
gress.

ITI member companies include Agilent
Technologies, Amazon.com, AOL Time War-
ner, Apple Computer, Canon U.S.A., Cisco,

Compaq, Corning, Dell, Eastman Kodak,
EMC, Hewlett-Packard, IBM, Intel,
Lexmark, Microsoft, Motorola, National

Semiconductor, NCR, Panasonic, Siebel, Sie-
mens, SGI, Sony, StorageTek, Sun Micro-
systems, Symbol Technologies, Tektronix
and Unisys.

BUSINESS SOFTWARE ALLIANCE APPLAUDS AG-
GRESSIVE AGENDA PROPOSED BY SENATE RE-
PUBLICAN HIGH TECH TASK FORCE
WASHINGTON, DC, Mar. 13.—The Business

Software Alliance (BSA) today commended

the Senate Republican High Tech Task Force

following its release of an aggressive agenda
for the 108th Congress aimed at benefiting
the technology industry.

““The technology industry serves as a pri-
mary engine for the U.S. economy, and the
Senate Republican High Tech Task Force de-
serves significant credit in laying out a
clear, pro-growth agenda,” said Robert
Holleyman. BSA’s President and CEO. ‘“‘As
the nation moves toward a more positive
economic outlook, it is more important than
ever to focus Congress’ attention on legisla-
tive initiatives that will secure sustained
growth, create jobs, enforce strong intellec-
tual property protection, promote strong se-
curity and spur innovation. The agenda put
forth today mirrors many of BSA’s own pol-
icy objectives and serves as a coherent blue-
print to achieve our shared goals.”

“The Senate Republican High Tech Task
Force has served as a vocal and influential
legislative champion on policy issues of crit-
ical importance to the high tech industry.
We look forward to continuing the partner-
ship we have established with the Task
Force and making these goals legislative re-
alities,”” continued Holleyman.

Last year, BSA joined the Republican High
Tech Task Force in promoting number of
successful legislative programs. Key legisla-
tive achievements included:

An appropriations increase for anti-piracy
prosecutions;

The three-year, 30-percent accelerated de-
preciation;

A two-year extension of the Internet Tax
moratortium;

President Bush’s Education Reform Act;
and

Maintaining current encryption export
rules.

EIA APPLAUDS 2001 ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF
SENATE REPUBLICAN HIGH-TECH TASK
FORCE; LOOKS FORWARD TO CONTINUED LEG-
ISLATIVE SUCCESSES IN 2002
ARLINGTON, VA.—Dave McCurdy, President

of the Electronic Industries Alliance (EIA)

today thanked the Senate Republican High-

Tech Task Force for their 2001 legislative ac-

complishments and applauded the rollout of

their 2002 agenda.

McCurdy said: ‘“Thank Senate Republican
High-Tech Task Force has worked closely
with the high-tech industry to outline tech-
nology priorities during each legislative ses-
sion. Their involvement and advocacy of
issues critical to our industry resulted in
major legislative accomplishments in 2001,
including Senate passage of the Export Au-
thorization Administration Act and passage
of a 3-year, 30 percent accelerated deprecia-
tion provision.

“We look forward to the continued success
of the High Tech Task Force. EIA will work
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hard to help secure successful completion of
their 2002 agenda, which mirrors many of our
priority issues, including passage of Trade
Promotion Authority.

““‘Granting Trade Promotion Authority has
consistently been a priority for the tech-
nology industry. In 2000, more than one-third
of what the U.S. electronics industry pro-
duced was exported overseas—over $200 bil-
lion in goods. This means more than one-
third of the 1.8 million employees who work
for U.S. electronics companies depend on ex-
ports for their jobs. International trade and
access to foreign markets are critical to our
continued success. We look forward to work-
ing with the High Tech Task Force in ensur-
ing the quick passage of Trade Promotion
Authority in 2002.”

The Electronic Industries Alliance (EIA) is
a national trade organization that includes
the full spectrum of U.S. manufacturers, rep-
resenting more than 80% of the $550 billion
electronics industry. The Alliance is a part-
nership of electronic and high tech associa-
tion and companies whose mission is pro-
moting the market development and com-
petitiveness of the U.S. high tech industry
through domestic and international policy
efforts. EIA, headquartered in Arlington,
Virginia, is comprised of more than 2,300
member companies whose products and serv-
ices range from the smallest electronic com-
ponents to the most complex systems, used
by defense, space and industry, including the
full range of consumer electronic products.
The industry provides more than two million
jobs for American workers.

TECHNET APPLAUDS SENATE REPUBLICAN
HIGH TECH TASK FORCE’S AGENDA FOR 2002
PALO ALTO, CA.—The Technology Network

(TechNet), a national network of high-tech
and bio-tech CEOs, today praised the Senate
Republican High Tech Task Force for releas-
ing an agenda that is long on innovation and
economic growth and short on government
regulation.

“The Republican High Tech Task Force is
an important portal for our industry, and
TechNet in particular,” said Rick White,
CEO of TechNet. ‘“The agenda they have laid
out is consistent with our efforts to spur
broadband deployment, expand free trade,
and minimize the government’s involvement
in the technology industry.”

“In particular, we appreciate the leader-
ship the Task Force has shown in opposing
any effort to require companies to expense
stock options,” continued White. ‘“This issue
is vital to the long term success and sta-
bility of our industry.”

TechNet represents 235 technology and bio-
tech companies nationwide. The group is fo-
cused on four key issues: making broadband
ubiquitous by the end of the decade; passing
bi-partisan trade promotion authority legis-
lation; strengthening our education system;
and keeping stock options free from being
expensed as cash.

Last week TechNet brought 30 CEOs to
Washington, DC for a series of meetings with
congressional leaders. The group spent time
with Senator George Allen and other mem-
bers of the Senate Republican High Tech
Task Force—discussing issues key to the
growth of the technology industry.

ACT COMMENDS WORK OF SENATE REPUBLICAN
HIGH TECH TASK FORCE ON BEHALF OF EN-
TREPRENEURIAL TECH COMPANIES
WASHINGTON, DC.—On behalf of its three

thousand small- and mid-size high tech

member companies, the Association for Com-
petitive Technology (ACT) today commended
the work of the Senate Republican High

Tech Task Force (HTTF) in the 107th Con-

gress and applauded its commitment to key

issues for this session.
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With the technology industry teetering on
the edge of recession, there were several crit-
ical policy decisions for small entrepre-
neurial technology companies in 2001.
Thankfully, the HTTF was hard at work on
behalf of the industry. The HTTF was instru-
mental in securing a two year extension to
Internet tax ban, the Export Authorization
Administration Act and a new 3 year, 30 per-
cent accelerated depreciation schedule for
technology equipment. The HTTF was also
an important force in thwarting efforts to
restrict export rules for encryption that
would have been disastrous to software com-
panies, e-commerce and privacy.

The HTTF technology agenda announced
today demonstrates that their continued
commitment to providing entrepreneurial
technology companies with the ability to
succeed. ACT is especially excited by HTTF’s
goals for issues such as protecting privacy,
educating a workforce for the 21st century,
expanding free trade and updating our na-
tion’s tax code to reflect the realities of the
New Economy.

““The Republican Senate High Tech Task
Force has been a powerful ally for entrepre-
neurial technology companies. ACT looks
forward to working the issues that will be
critical to ensuring the continued success of
the American technology industry,” said
ACT President Jonathan Zuck.

ACT is a national education and advocacy
group for the technology industry. Rep-
resenting mostly small- and mid-size compa-
nies, ACT is the industry’s strongest voice
when it comes to preserving competition and
innovation in the high tech sector. ACT’s
membership includes businesses involved in
all aspects of the IT sector including com-
puter software and hardware development,
IT consulting and training, dot-coms.

Mr. ALLEN. I now yield to the Sen-
ator from Montana, Mr. BURNS, who
has been a strong and knowledgeable
advocate and leader of improving tech-
nology. The Commonwealth of Virginia
has rural areas, but not as many as
Montana. One of the ways that rural
areas, whether out West, or in the
South, or in Hawaii, can benefit from
technology and communication is with
leadership of people such as Senator
BURNS.

I yield to Senator BURNS.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The distinguished Senator from
Montana is recognized.

Mr. BURNS. I thank my good friend
from Virginia. The Senator from Vir-
ginia has rural areas; we have frontier
areas. That kind of draws a distinction.
I think the Senator from Virginia has
picked up a big part of the responsi-
bility of furthering the agenda of high
technology because our States do have
a lot of similarity, such as in distance
learning and telemedicine. These areas
are isolated by mountains, where com-
munications and the free flow of infor-
mation have eluded people. Of course,
with that in mind, I think he has
picked up on what he wants to do with
his State of Virginia, so that not only
Northern Virginia benefits from re-
search and development but the ad-
vancement of the information age, and
also that the rest of the State can par-
ticipate in it as well.

If you look at my State of Montana,
you see we have similar challenges
ahead of us. I congratulate Senator
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ALLEN for his fine work. He has done a
marvelous job chairing this high-tech
task force. Under his leadership, we
were able to aid in some victories last
year, including the extension of the
Internet tax moratorium for 2 years
and the inclusion of an enhanced depre-
ciation provision in the stimulus pack-
age that the President just signed.

Senator ALLEN went over the list
that pretty well sets our priorities, and
not necessarily in that order; they are
all very important.

I am a member of the Internet cau-
cus, which is a bipartisan group. This
year in our opening reception we had
over 40 exhibitors. Senator ALLEN
came. Approximately 1,000 people at-
tended that reception. The free flow of
information has become very impor-
tant.

I want to go over a couple of points.
I gave a lot of speeches before I ever
came to the Senate saying there have
been three interventions that have
changed our whole way of life. It has
really brought the size of our planet
down considerably. First is the jet en-
gine, second is the transistor, and third
is the silicon chip. In a matter of
hours, we can be anywhere in the
world. We can in 5 seconds exchange
ideas visually and audibly anywhere in
the world, whether it be land line or
through space. The silicon chip has
sped up the way we handle informa-
tion. It has changed our life forever.
This planet is smaller because of those
inventions.

Look at what has happened since. As
the information age came upon us, we
realized as far back as 1989 and 1990,
when I first came to the Senate, that
the policies that guided the infrastruc-
ture for that flow of information were
passed in 1934. We soon understood that
some policy changes were going to
have to take place before we could see
gigantic moves or an extension of the
way we were to deal with the free flow
of information. As a result, it only
took 6 years to pass the Telco Act of
1996 because we were trying to set pol-
icy for technologies that went way be-
yond what was thought in 1935.

The free flow of information is de-
mocracy. We all base our decisions on
the information we get. As long as it is
a free flow of information, a free flow
of ideas, our democracy and our Repub-
lic will remain strong and people will
participate in the political arena. Free-
dom equals opportunity, but it is also
held together by an ingredient called
responsibility.

We were not finished looking at the
policies before we got the Internet, this
great infrastructure of information. We
have to take a look at the insurance to
be sure we have sound organizations as
the gatekeepers.

Specifically, before we can look at
the complex area of comprehensive
spectrum reform, we should keep in
mind the vital nature of spectrum to
those on the front line of homeland de-
fense, our first responders: The police,
fire, medical, public health, and other
emergency response agencies.
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We passed a bill in the last Congress
that is revolutionizing the cell phone
industry. For the first time, we made
911 the national emergency number.
Now, with new technology, one can dial
911 on a cell phone and reach the near-
est first responder. Before, in the cell
phone industry, if one dialed 911, they
were apt to get anybody anywhere. The
calls now go into the nearest commu-
nications center that can handle an
emergency.

Another topic that will prove of ut-
most importance to critical infrastruc-
ture is the operation of a shadowy or-
ganization known as the Internet Cor-
poration for Names and Numbers, com-
monly known as ICANN. The formation
of ICANN originated with the so-called
green and white papers of the Clinton
administration in 1998 that proposed
the delegation of control of the domain
name system from the Commerce De-
partment to an entirely new organiza-
tion which would be a new, not-for-
profit corporation formed by private
sector Internet stakeholders.

The Clinton administration further
proposed that the U.S. Government
should end its role in the Internet
numbers and names address system.
Soon thereafter, ICANN was created
and the Commerce Department began
to delegate the functions of the Inter-
net domain name system to it.

In the eyes of many critics, this dele-
gation has happened far too swiftly.
While ICANN is supposed to function
by consensus of the Internet commu-
nity, its operation has often been con-
troversial and shrouded in mystery.
Recently, even the President of ICANN,
Stuart Lynn, admitted publicly the or-
ganization is not working and needs to
undergo comprehensive structural re-
form because it is losing sight of effec-
tiveness in accomplishing our real mis-
sion.

Taking into account that the ICANN
mission is ensuring the stable and se-
cure management of the Internet do-
main system, I am extremely con-
cerned at these developments which
are so critical to our national security.

In another area, to make the Inter-
net more responsible and make it re-
spond to the users, to give the users
confidence in this system, we have to
look at spamming. Spamming is the re-
ceiving of unwanted junk mail. I do not
know of a time on my address anyway
that I have received more spam than I
am right now. It is a lot more than
when I was in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1
can tell you that. The irresponsible use
of spamming by marketers cannot be
tolerated. To ensure the free flow of in-
formation and confidence in this sys-
tem, we have to take a look at privacy.

Those are the areas we should be fo-
cusing on now in order to let this great
technology be a workhorse for us.

I thank the chairman of the high-
tech task force. I applaud him for his
leadership in taking on this great re-
sponsibility. I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Virginia is rec-
ognized.
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Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, I thank
the Senator from Montana for his elo-
quent remarks, his strong leadership,
and his understanding that with free-
dom come innovation and improve-
ments in our lives.

I now yield to Senator BENNETT of
Utah who was chairman of this task
force previous to me but is still a lead-
er on our task force and someone who
is greatly respected in the area of tech-
nology and, as I mentioned earlier, he
has provided the key leadership in the
Senate on cyber-security.

I yield to the Senator from Utah, Mr.
BENNETT.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Utah is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

Mr. BENNETT. I thank the Chair.

Mr. President, my plea is very simple
and can be stated in 1 minute: We
must, in the words of Abraham Lin-
coln, think anew and act anew, recog-
nizing that in the cyber-age, many of
the attitudes we have had about war-
fare, about vulnerability, about oppor-
tunity have to be thought through en-
tirely differently.

If we can understand that and put
aside some of our old prejudices and old
ideas about technology and about regu-
lation, we will be on the road to the
prosperity and security we need. If we
cling to the old ideas, the old para-
digms with respect to information
sharing and antitrust activities, we are
in for serious trouble.

So in 1 minute, that is my message.
Let us think anew, let us act anew, and
let us recognize the technological age
has changed everything.

I yield the floor.

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President. I rise
today to briefly speak about the impor-
tance of technology to our economy
and our way of life.

Just think about how technology has
changed our lives over the past few
decades. Not so long ago, documents
could only be sent through the mail,
computers were enormous metal boxes
with limited functionality, and the
Internet—although it had been in-
vented—was neither user friendly nor
accessible. When I was growing up,
watching television meant the handful
of network channels we could get from
an antenna on the roof; and when our
car broke down we’d have to hitch hike
to the next gas station or pay phone to
call for help. It’s hard to believe that
for my three young children, those are
things of the past. They’re used to cell
phones and cable TV.

We now live in a world where tech-
nology represents one of the largest
and fastest growing sectors of our
economy. Technology employs millions
of Americans and was largely respon-
sible for the tremendous economic ex-
pansion from 1994 to 2000. Technology
certainly helped fuel the growth of my
State’s economy. According to the U.S.
Department of Commerce, Nevada is
second in the Nation for net creation of
high-tech businesses. And I strongly
encourage that growth because those
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businesses paid my constituents over
$1.3 billion in wages.

Advances in technology have made
our personal lives easier and our pro-
fessional lives more productive. Speed
bumps in the communication process
have been eliminated and replaced with
wireless phones and e-mail. Advances
in technology and the Internet now
allow me to visit regularly with my
constituents in Nevada while I am
working in Washington through a real-
time video teleconferencing network.
Constituents of mine back in Nevada
are able to listen to my remarks here
on the Senate floor by logging on to
my website.

Indeed, 10 years ago I would have
never imagined technological advances
such as these, and I am certain that
there will be more unforeseen break-
throughs in the coming years.

Although new technologies greatly
benefit American society, new issues
have arisen for legislators to address in
order for America to remain a world
leader in technological innovation. We
must grapple with broadband deploy-
ment, copyright protection and en-
hanced wireless services if we want
America to have a competitive advan-
tage.

High-speed Internet access, or
broadband, will drive the economy of
tomorrow and every American house-
hold should have access to it at reason-
able rates. I believe that broadband
Internet will serve as the foundation
for technological and communications
advances in the future. According to
Commerce Secretary Evans, broadband
is vital to America’s economy and will
produce over 1 million new American
jobs and an additional $50 billion a year
for our economy. The importance of
this technology cannot be underesti-
mated, and surprisingly few Americans
have access to this service or subscribe
to it due to its high cost and its lack of
desirable content. While there are a
number of legislative proposals cur-
rently before the U.S. Senate which
aim to increase broadband availability,
this issue is far from resolved.

I am working with my colleagues on
the Senate Commerce Committee to
address this important issue in a way
that will level the regulatory playing
field for service providers, create in-
centives for private investment in the
networks, and preserve competition in
the marketplace. In short, instead of
rolling out the red tape on private in-
dustry, we should roll out the red car-
pet to allow competition in the fairest
manner possible.

As more Americans subscribe to
broadband, private industry must work
cooperatively to ensure that copy-
righted material is protected from pi-
racy. While America leads the world in
software, entertainment, and other
kinds of intellectual property innova-
tion, piracy is on the rise and has
taken a serious toll on our economy. In
2000, piracy cost America an estimated
107,000 information technology jobs,
$5.3 billion in wages and $1.8 billion in
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U.S. tax revenue. It is clear that the
practice of piracy must be stopped. If
not, the American economy will con-
tinue to suffer and we will lag behind
other nations in technology innova-
tions. We must aggressively protect
copyrighted works—both at home and
abroad—that will drive the economy of
tomorrow. The Commerce Committee
recently held a hearing on this impor-
tant issue, and I am aggressively work-
ing with my colleagues to stop piracy
and bring a new level of protection to
copyrighted works.

Finally, Mr. President, we must en-
courage further advances in wireless
technology. In the last 10 years, wire-
less phone use has skyrocketed, and
over 132 million Americans now have a
cell phone. Prices have fallen and serv-
ice quality has improved. Wireless has
expanded beyond voice to include wire-
less e-mail and text messaging, like by
Blackberry, which allows me to send
and receive e-mail when I am on the
road.

Overseas, next generation wireless
technology, such as wireless video and
Internet, have been deployed along
with many other exciting new services.
Unfortunately, the United States has
begun to lag behind other nations in of-
fering advanced wireless services. A
number of issues—such as spectrum
management, spectrum harmonization,
and wireless security—demand our im-
mediate attention in order to bring
these exciting new services home. As a
member of the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee and Co-chair of the Internet
Caucus Wireless Task Force, I will con-
tinue to work with my colleagues in
the Senate to reestablish the United
States as the global leader in wireless
technology.

In conclusion, we have accomplished
much over the past year on many tech-
nology issues. The Republican High
Tech Task Force has been an effective
voice for technology on Capitol Hill.
Members of the Task Force have
helped secure additional funding for
the Patent and Trademark Office, en-
courage greater copyright enforcement
within the Department of Justice, and
provide tax incentives to stimulate
business investment in technology in-
frastructure. I look forward to another
productive year.

Mr. SMITH of Oregon. Mr. President,
as a member of the Senate High Tech
Task Force, HTTF, I am proud to
speak about the importance of the hi-
tech sector, a sector of our economy
that has in the past been such an effec-
tive engine of growth in my State of
Oregon.

And it is this engine of growth that
needs strengthening in order to help
the Oregon economy grow.

I am so pleased that the President
signed into law last weekend an eco-
nomic stimulus package that included
both an extension of unemployment
benefits and the bonus depreciation
changes that I and other members of
the Task Force worked so hard to pass
in the Senate.
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Oregon, as many of you know, had an
unemployment rate of 8 percent in Jan-
uary, well above the national average.

The stimulus package included a
much-needed unemployment benefit
extension, one that Oregon had already
qualified for because of its high unem-
ployment rate.

But this stimulus package also in-
cluded real economic stimulus that I
believe will boost the Oregon economy.

Both this year and last I have had
the privilege of introducing bonus de-
preciation amendments to various eco-
nomic stimulus bills in an attempt to
actually stimulate business invest-
ment.

I did this because the current Tax
Code penalized businesses, especially
the hi-tech sector, by forcing them to
choose between either retaining out-
dated equipment to fully recover their
costs or foregoing full recovery in
order to stay abreast of the latest de-
velopment in the hi-tech fields.

Businessmen, farmers, the hi-tech in-
dustry all benefit from accelerated de-
preciation, and the impact on this Na-
tion’s economy will provide greater op-
portunities for jobs in my home State
of Oregon where the hi-tech sector is so
critical to economic recovery.

Now we must take the next step in
bolstering the hi-tech community by
making permanent the R&D tax credit.

The R&D tax credit encourages in-
vestment in basic research that over
the long term can lead to the develop-
ment of new, cheaper, and better tech-
nology products and services.

Research and development is essen-
tial for long-term economic growth. In-
novations in science and technology
have fueled the massive economic ex-
pansion we witnessed over the course
of the 20th century.

These advancement have improved
the standard of living for nearly every
American.

Simply put, the research tax credit is
an investment in economic growth,
new jobs, and important new products
and processes.

The R&D credit must be made perma-
nent: This credit was originally en-
acted in 1981, and has been temporarily
extended many times. Permanent ex-
tension of long overdue.

Because this vital credit isn’t perma-
nent, it offers business less value than
it should. Business, unlike Congress,
must plan and budget in a multiyear
process. Scientific enterprise does not
fit neatly into calender or fiscal years.

Research and development projects
typically take a number of years, and
may even last longer than a decade.

As our business leaders plan these
projects, they need to know whether or
not they can count on this tax credit.

Current uncertainty surrounding the
credit has induced businesses to allo-
cate significantly less to research than
they otherwise would if they knew the
tax credit would be available in future
years.

This uncertainty undermines the en-
tire purpose of the credit.
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Investment in R&D is important be-
cause it spurs innovation and economic
growth: Information technology was
responsible for more than one-third of
real economic growth in the late 1990s.

Information technology industries
account for more than $500 billion of
the annual U.S. economy. R&D is wide-
ly seen as a cornerstone of techno-
logical innovations, which in turn
serves as a primary engine of long-term
economic growth.

This tax credit will result in higher
wages. Findings from a study con-
ducted by Coopers & Lybrand show
that workers in every State will ben-
efit from higher wages if the research
credit is made permanent.

Payroll increases as a result of gains
in productivity stemming from the
credit have been estimated to exceed
$60 billion over the next 12 years.

Furthermore, greater productivity
from additional research and develop-
ment will increase overall economic
growth in every State in the Union.
Research and development is essential
for long-term economic growth.

The tax credit is cost-effective: The
R&D tax credit appears to be a cost-ef-
fective policy instrument for increas-
ing business R&D investment. Some re-
cent studies suggest that one dollar of
the credit’s revenue cost leads to a one
dollar increase in business R&D spend-
ing.

Bonus depreciation and the R&D tax
credit are but two of many issues that
interest both the hi-tech sector and
this Senator.

While I am proud of the achievement
with the bonus depreciation I will con-
tinue to work with hi-tech companies
on the R&D tax credit and many other
issues to keep our economy running
strong, across this Nation and espe-
cially in my State of Oregon.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
EDWARDS). Morning business is closed.

NATIONAL LABORATORIES PART-
NERSHIP IMPROVEMENT ACT OF
2001

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
resume consideration of S. 517, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 517) to authorize funding for the
Department of Energy to enhance its mis-
sion areas through technology transfer and
partnerships for fiscal years 2002 through
2006, and for other purposes.

Pending:

Daschle/Bingaman further modified
amendment No. 2917, in the nature of a sub-
stitute.

Feinstein amendment No. 2989 (to amend-
ment No. 2917), to provide regulatory over-
sight over energy trading markets.

Levin amendment No. 2997 (to amendment
No. 2917), to provide alternative provisions to
better encourage increased use of alternative
fueled and hybrid vehicles.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the time until 11:30
a.m. shall be for debate only relative to
ethanol.

Who yields time?

The Senator from Nebraska.

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi-
dent, for the next several minutes, I
will speak about the renewable fuel
standard as part of the energy bill. For
more than an hour, perhaps closer to 2
hours, my colleagues and I will be talk-
ing about the importance of the renew-
able fuel standard as a part of the en-
ergy bill and as a part of our national
defense, as well as our economy, and
for the environment.

In the early days of the automobile,
Henry Ford believed at first that the
best source of power for the automobile
was with ethanol made from farm crops
and other renewable materials. It is in-
teresting to note, after a century of
domination by oil, that we have now
come perhaps full circle to recognizing
there is a place for ethanol and renew-
able fuels as part of the fuel standard
in order to power the automobiles that
we continue to drive some 100 years
later.

Ultimately, the power of oil interests
led to policies that made oil king, with
depletion allowances, foreign tax cred-
its, and naval convoys and armies dis-
patched to protect oilfields around the
world. Of course, the direct or indirect
control of oil remains an American
economic, diplomatic, political, and
military priority.

While we have had, in fact, a petro-
leum age, it has ushered in many tech-
nological advances. The industrialized
world’s love affair with oil has not been
without costs. Dependence on imported
oil threatens our national and our en-
ergy security, our economy, our jobs,
our farmers and ranchers, our industry
and our environment. Public policy de-
cisions and discussions have continued
that began nearly a century ago,
launching upon a path which led us to
our current reliance on imported oil.

Today we have a historic opportunity
to begin the process of swinging back
full circle, at least to some degree, in
our national energy policy. The energy
policy today embodied in this bill of-
fers us a chance to realize the potential
that Henry Ford saw even then, and
that his successors managing Ford,
GM, and Chrysler are making possible
every time they produce an E-85 auto-
mobile capable of running on 85-per-
cent ethanol. More than 2 million of
these so-called flexible fuel vehicles are
on the road at this time.

Additionally, essentially all auto-
makers in the world produce cars that
run well on blends of ethanol, up to 10
percent, as well as those that will run
up to 85 percent. We have the cars. Now
we need the fuel. This bill provides the
means in order to get it.

The Energy Policy Act of 2002 will
boost biofuels and biorefinery concepts
to realistically address oil import lev-
els that have now surpassed the 56-per-
cent mark, with ever higher levels
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ahead of us if we do not do something
significant now to change the direction
in which we have been heading.

From the perspective of a Senator
from a farm State, and a former two-
time chair of the Governors’ Ethanol
Coalition, one of the most important
aspects of this landmark energy bill is
the establishment of a 2-billion-gallon
renewable fuel standard in 2004 that
gradually grows to 5 billion gallons by
2012. Even if this approximate tripling
of the ethanol industry from today’s
levels represents less than 4 percent of
the total projected U.S. motor fuels de-
mand over the next decade, it is a crit-
ical beginning of national importance.
Enactment of this RFS, along with
other provisions in this bill that em-
phasize new sources of energy produc-
tion from renewables such as wind
power, as well as conservation to fur-
ther reduce our dependence upon for-
eign sources of energy, will help us re-
verse this 100-year-old reliance on fos-
sil fuels. It will not replace them, but
it will help us reduce the amount of re-
liance.

There is now a revolution driving
American agriculture as surplus, low-
value starch and oils are converted
into high-value liquid fuels, with the
proteins being fed locally so that
American taxpayers save money. Rural
communities are reinvigorated. High-
value, high-quality finished products
enter the export market and the Na-
tion’s energy security and environment
are dramatically improved.

The Senate energy bill represents a
historic step away from business as
usual in U.S. energy policy. Just as we
cannot export ourselves out of an agri-
cultural crisis, we also cannot drill
ourselves out of our energy crisis. With
the renewable fuel standards, it will no
longer be a matter of whether or not
there will be a biofuels industry to aug-
ment our oil and auto industries. Rath-
er, it will be how fast can we advance
these domestic renewable fuels? How
do we enhance their environmental
performance, reduce their costs, and
advance the technology to include the
conversion of all forms of clean bio-
mass into biofuels, biochemicals, and
biopower?

I am unabashedly proud of what my
home State of Nebraska has accom-
plished. The formation of the National
Governors’ Ethanol Coalition was one
of the most important steps. Nebraska
and several other Midwestern States
created this coalition that now rep-
resents 26 States and one U.S. terri-
tory, as well as Brazil, Canada, Mexico,
and Sweden.

Since its formation in 1991, the Gov-
ernors’ Ethanol Coalition has worked
to expand national and international
markets for biofuels. I might add that
this Governors’ Ethanol Coalition in-
cluded the current and the previous
Presidents of the United States when
they were Governors of the State of Ar-
kansas and the State of Texas. Within
the State of Nebraska during the pe-
riod of 1991 to 2001, seven ethanol
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