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FOOTPRINT PRESERVE ACT

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of Cal-
endar No. 591, H.R. 2385.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the bill by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2385) to convey certain prop-
erty to the city of St. George, Utah, in order
to provide for the protection and preserva-
tion of certain rare paleontological resources
on that property, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill which
had been reported from the Committee
on Energy and Natural Resources with
amendments, as follows:

[Strike the part shown in black
brackets and insert the part shown in
italic.]

H.R. 2385

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Virgin River

Dinosaur Footprint Preserve Act”.

SEC. 2. VIRGIN RIVER DINOSAUR FOOTPRINT
PRESERVE.

[(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR GRANT To PUR-
CHASE FOOTPRINT PRESERVE.—As soon as is

Senate

practicable after the date of the enactment
of this Act, if the City agrees to the condi-
tions set forth in subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of the Interior may award to the City
a grant equal to the lesser of $500,000 or the
fair market value of up to 10 acres of land
(and all related facilities and other appur-
tenances thereon) generally depicted on the
map entitled ‘“‘Proposed Virgin River Dino-
saur Footprint Preserve’’, numbered 09/06/
2001-A, for purchase of that property.l

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR GRANT TO PURCHASE
PRESERVE.—Of the funds appropriated in the
section entitled ‘‘Land Acquisition’’ of the Fis-
cal Year 2002 Interior and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, Public Law 107-63, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall grant $500,000 to the
City for—

(1) the purchase of up to 10 acres of land
within the area generally depicted as the
“Preserve Acquisition Area’’ on the map entitled
“Map B’ and dated May 9, 2002; and

(2) the preservation of such land and paleon-
tological resources.

(b) CONDITIONS OF GRANT.—The grant under
subsection (a) shall be made only after the
City agrees to the following conditions:

(1) USE OF LAND.—The City shall use the
Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint Preserve in
a manner that accomplishes the following:

(A) Preserves and protects the paleontolog-
ical resources located within the exterior
boundaries of the Virgin River Dinosaur
Footprint Preserve.

(B) Provides opportunities for scientific re-
search in a manner compatible with subpara-
graph (A).

(C) Provides the public with opportunities
for educational activities in a manner com-
patible with subparagraph (A).

(2) REVERTER.—If at any time after the
City acquires the Virgin River Dinosaur
Footprint Preserve, the Secretary deter-
mines that the City is not substantially in

compliance with the conditions described in
paragraph (1), all right, title, and interest in
and to the Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint
Preserve shall immediately revert to the
United States, with no further consideration
on the part of the United States, and such
property shall then be under the administra-
tive jurisdiction of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior.

(3) CONDITIONS TO BE CONTAINED IN DEED.—
If the City attempts to transfer title to the
Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint Preserve (in
whole or in part), the conditions set forth in
this subsection shall transfer with such title
and shall be enforceable against any subse-
quent owner of the Virgin River Dinosaur
Footprint Preserve (in whole or in part).

(c) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AND ASSIST-
ANCE.—

[(1) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT.—The Sec-
retary shall enter into a cooperative agree-
ment with the City for the management of
the Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint Pre-
serve by the City.

(2)] (I) ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary may
provide to the City—

(A) financial assistance, if the Secretary
determines that such assistance is necessary
for protection of the paleontological re-
sources located within the exterior bound-
aries of the Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint
Preserve; and

(B) technical assistance to assist the City
in complying with subparagraphs (A)
through (C) of subsection (b)(1).

[(3)] (2) ADDITIONAL GRANTS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to funds made
available under subsection (a) and paragraph
(2) of this subsection, the Secretary may pro-
vide grants to the City to carry out its du-
ties under the cooperative agreement en-
tered into under paragraph (1).
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(B) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT; REQUIRED NON-
FEDERAL MATCH.—Grants under subparagraph
(A) shall not exceed $500,000 and shall be pro-
vided only to the extent that the City
matches the amount of such grants with
non-Federal contributions (including in-kind
contributions).

(d) MAP ON FILE.—The map shall be on file
and available for public inspection in the ap-
propriate offices of the Department of the In-
terior.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section, the following definitions apply:

(1) C1tY.—The term ‘“‘City” means the city
of St. George, Utah.

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’
means the Secretary of the Interior.

(3) VIRGIN RIVER DINOSAUR FOOTPRINT PRE-
SERVE.—The term ‘‘Virgin River Dinosaur
Footprint Preserve” means the property
(and all facilities and other appurtenances
thereon) described in subsection (a).

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise
today to say a few words about S. 1497,
the Virgin River Dinosaur Footprint
Preserve Act and its companion meas-
ure in the House, H.R. 2385. This bill
would convey certain property to the
city of St. George, Utah, in order to
provide for the protection and preser-
vation of certain rare paleontological
resources on that property.

This legislation would provide vital
protections to one of our nation’s most
recent, and most intact pre-Jurassic
paleontological discoveries. In Feb-
ruary 2000, Sheldon Johnson of St.
George, UT, began development prep-
arations on his land when he uncovered
one of the world’s most significant col-
lections of dinosaur tracks, tail
draggings, and skin imprints in the
surrounding rock. Without any adver-
tising, the site has attracted many
tens of thousands of visitors and the
interest of some of the world’s top pa-
leontologists.

This was a fantastic discovery that
has added important new insights into
the Jurassic period. However, now that
these prints have been uncovered, the
fragile sandstone in which the impres-
sions have been made is in jeopardy
due to the heat and wind typical of the
southern Utah climate. We must act
quickly if these footprints from our
past are to be preserved. This bill
would authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to purchase the land where the
footprints and tail draggings are found
and convey the property to the city of
St. George. The city will work together
with the property owners and Wash-
ington County to preserve and protect
the area and the resources found there.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Shel-
don and LaVerna Johnson who made
this discovery on their land and have
dedicated thousands of hours of their
personal time and much of their own
money to trying to preserve this site.
They have done all they can to protect
it, while at the same time opening up
their land for visitors and scientists to
view the new findings free of costs.
They have given so much to this cause,
but they cannot keep it up indefinitely.
They desperately hope that the Gov-
ernment will step up and help carry the
burden of managing this precious re-
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source, and with passage of this legisla-
tion tonight we will provide them with
the relief they deserve.

I thank Senators BINGAMAN and
MURKOWSKI, the chairman and ranking
member of the Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources, for
their assistance in seeing this measure
passed by Congress and sent to the
President. I also thank Representative
JAMES HANSEN, my good friend and the
sponsor of the companion measure in
the House for all he has done to make
this legislation possible.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the committee-re-
ported amendments be withdrawn; that
the bill be read the third time and
passed; and that the motion to recon-
sider be laid upon the table, with no in-
tervening action or debate.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

The committee amendments were
withdrawn.

The bill (H.R. 2385) was read the third
time and passed.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before we
get to the next matter, let me express
my appreciation to the Senator from
Utah, Mr. BENNETT. He has been here
all night. But for him, we would not
have made the progress we have. All
Senators should be very grateful for his
weighing in on these delicate matters.
I appreciate what the Senator from
Utah has done to help us get to this
point.

Mr. BENNETT. Mr. President, I
thank the assistant majority leader. I
wish to make it clear that without his
leadership and cooperation, we would
not be doing what we are doing. It
takes two hands to clap. We were wav-
ing our hands uselessly in the air until
the Senator from Nevada stepped in. I
am very grateful to him.

———

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2001, the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, previously signed
by the Speaker of the House, were
signed on November 21, 2002, by the
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD):

S. 1010. An act to extend the deadline for
commencement of construction of a hydro-
electric project in the State of North Caro-
lina.

S. 1226. An act to require the display of the
POW/MIA flag at the World War II Memorial,
the Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

S. 1907. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to convey certain land to the
city of Haines, Oregon.

S. 1946. An act to amendment the National
Trails System Act to designate the Old
Spanish Trail as a National Historic Trail.

S. 2339. An act to amend the National
Housing Act to simplify the downpayment
requirements for FHA mortgage insurance
for single family homebuyers.

H.R. 727. An act to amend the Consumer
Product Safety Act to provide that low-speed
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electric bicycles are consumer products sub-
ject to such Act.

H.R. 2595. An act to direct the Secretary of
the Army to convey a parcel of land to Chat-
ham County, Georgia.

S. 3044. An act to authorize the Court Serv-
ices and Offender Supervision Agency of the
District of Columbia to provide for the inter-
state of offenders on parole, probation, and
supervised release.

S. 2712. An act to authorize economic and
democratic development assistance for Af-
ghanistan and to authorize military assist-
ance for Afghanistan and certain other for-
eign countries.

S. 3156. An act to provide for a grant for
the construction of a new community center
in St. Paul, Minnesota, in honor of the late
Senator Paul Wellstone and his beloved wife,
Sheila.

H.R. 3908. An act to reauthorize the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 5504. An act to provide for the im-
provement of the safety of child restraints in
passenger motor vehicles, and for other pur-
poses.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2001, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on November 22,
2002, during the recess of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representative announcing that the
House agrees to the amendment of the
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5005) to estab-
lish the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, without amend-
ment.

S. Con, Res. 160. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for the sine die adjournment of the
One Hundred Seventh Congress, Second Ses-
s1ion.

———

ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2001, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on November 22,
2002, during the recess of the Senate,
received a message from the House of
Representatives announcing that the
Speaker has signed the following en-
rolled bills and joint resolution:

S. 1240. An act to provide for the acquisi-
tion of land and construction of an inter-
agency administrative and visitor facility at
the entrance to American Fork Canyon,
Utah, and for other purposes.

S. 2237. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve authorities of the
Department of Veterans Affairs relating to
veterans’ compensation, dependency and in-
demnity compensation, and pension benefits,
education benefits, housing benefits, memo-
rial affairs benefits, life insurance benefits,
and certain other benefits for veterans, to
improve the administration of benefits for
veterans, to make improvements in proce-
dures relating to judicial review of veterans’
claims for benefits, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3210. An act to ensure the continued
financial capacity of insurers to provide cov-
erage for risks from terrorism.

H.R. 3833. An act to facilitate the creation
of a new, second-level Internet domain with-
in the United States country code domain
that will be a haven for material that pro-
motes positive experiences for children and
families using the Internet, provides a safe
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