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I want to thank the sixteen Senators
who cosponsored this bill, as well as
Representative CLAY SHAW, who spear-
headed House passage of the House
version of this bill earlier this year. I
also want to thank the Anti-Defama-
tion League, B’nai B’rith Inter-
national, the Conference on Jewish Ma-
terial Claims, the International Com-
mission on Holocaust Era Insurance
Claims, the American Jewish Com-
mittee, the Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America, the Jewish
Council for Public Affairs, and the
American Gathering of Jewish Holo-
caust Survivors—the largest organiza-
tion of Holocaust survivors in America.
The support of these groups was crit-
ical in shepherding this legislation
through the Senate.

After more than 50 years of injustice,
Holocaust survivors and their families
are reclaiming what is rightfully
theirs. In passing this legislation
today, Congress has done its part to
protect the proceeds—and make that
protection permanent.

———

REPEALING THE SUNSET OF THE
ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TAX
RELIEF RECONCILIATION ACT OF
2001

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Fi-
nance Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 2577 and
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. 2577 and H.R.
4823 en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will read the bills by title
en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2577) to repeal the sunset of the
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2001 with respect to the exclu-
sion from Federal income tax for restitution
received by victims of the Nazi Regime;

A Dbill (H.R. 4823) to repeal the sunset of the
Economic Growth and Tax Relief Reconcili-
ation Act of 2001 with respect to the exclu-
sion from Federal income tax for restitution
received by victims of the Nazi Regime.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bills.

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bills
be read a third time and passed, the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table en bloc, with no intervening ac-
tion or debate, that any statements re-
lated to the bill be printed in the
RECORD, and that the consideration of
these items appear separately in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2577) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 2577

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Holocaust

Restitution Tax Fairness Act of 2002’.
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SEC. 2. REPEAL OF APPLICABILITY OF SUNSET
OF THE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND
TAX RELIEF RECONCILIATION ACT
OF 2001 WITH RESPECT TO EXCLU-
SION FROM FEDERAL INCOME TAX
FOR RESTITUTION RECEIVED BY
VICTIMS OF NAZI REGIME.

Section 901 of the Economic Growth and
Tax Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘“(c) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply to section 803 (relating to no federal
income tax on restitution received by vic-
tims of the Nazi regime or their heirs or es-
tates).”.

The bill (H.R. 4823) was read the third
time and passed.

Mr. President, I yield the floor.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I congratu-
late my friend on the passage of this
legislation. I appreciate the Senator’s
persistence. It is very important legis-
lation. There are a lot of happy old
people today who have been waiting for
a continuation of these benefits for a
long time. So I thank the Senator very
much for his work.

————
PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the staff of Senator
THURMOND be granted floor privileges
for the next half hour.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

HYDROGRAPHIC SERVICES IM-
PROVEMENT ACT AMENDMENTS
OF 2002

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the consideration of H.R. 4883, which
is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4883) to reauthorize the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act of 1998,
and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise
today to comment on H.R. 4883, a bill
to reauthorize the Hydrographic Serv-
ices Improvement Act of 1998. This leg-
islation authorizes programs sup-
porting NOAA’s strategic missions to
promote safe navigation and sustain
healthy coasts. I am especially sup-
portive of this bill because it improves
the hydrographic services around our
Nation and authorizes the activities of
the Commissioned Corps of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, NOAA Corps.

Last week Congress approved the
conference report on the Maritime
Transportation Security Act, which
will enhance security in our Nation’s
ports. H.R. 4883 authorizes some Kkey
provisions to support that effort by au-
thorizing and increasing the number of
officers in our NOAA Corps and sup-
porting establishment of real time hy-
drographic monitoring systems to en-
hance navigation and safety. NOAA’s
hydrographic programs share data and
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work closely with the U.S. Coast Guard
and U.S. Navy, and such collaborations
have increased since September 11,
2001. Accurate navigation information
supports safe and efficient military de-
ployment and seaport evacuation.
About 90 percent of all military equip-
ment and supplies for overseas oper-
ations are shipped out of U.S. ports.

Seaports have always been an inte-
gral part of our Nation’s commerce.
Today, more than 95 percent of foreign
trade by weight moves by sea, and
trade is projected to double by 2020.
Vessels are twice as large as they were
50 years ago, testing the capabilities of
many ports. Increased ferry, cruise
line, and recreational boating activi-
ties contribute a rise in seaport conges-
tion. Each year there are about 3,500
commercial and 7,000 recreational
boating accidents.

The safe and efficient movement of
products depends upon the marine
transportation system. Advanced,
highly accurate hydrographic, oceano-
graphic and related data improve mari-
ners’ situational, three-dimensional
awareness, which increases efficiency,
reduces risk, and safeguards the ma-
rine environment. Such advanced data
and services are an integral part of im-
plementing an internationally compli-
ant electronic chart display and infor-
mation system.

I am especially supportive and
pleased that this bill includes language
to reauthorize the NOAA Corps. The
NOAA Corps, the smallest of the seven
uniformed services of the TUnited
States, plays a very important role at
NOAA and for the Nation. The service,
consisting of approximately 265 com-
missioned officers, provides NOAA with
professionals trained in engineering,
earth sciences, oceanography, meteor-
ology, fisheries, science, and other re-
lated disciplines. The officers serve in
assignments within the five major line
offices of NOAA: National Ocean Serv-
ice, NOS; National Weather Service,
NWS; National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, NMFS; Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research OAR; and National Environ-
mental Satellite, Data, and Informa-
tion Service, NESDIS. Officers operate
ships, fly aircraft into hurricanes, lead
mobile field parties, manage research
projects, conduct diving operations,
and serve in staff positions throughout
NOAA. In addition they conduct hydro-
graphic surveys along our Nation’s
coast in order to make our waters safe
for marine commerce.

The NOAA Corps is essential to
NOAA’s coverage of our seas and our
skies; in hours of crisis, NOAA employ-
ees have been found issuing the tor-
nado warnings that saved hundreds of
lives from a deadly storm, flying into
the eyes of hurricanes to gather infor-
mation about possible landfall, fight-
ing to free three gray whales trapped in
the ice, fielding a massive scientific op-
eration to guide the recovery from an
oil spill, and monitoring via satellites
the movement of hurricanes and other
severe storms, volcanic ash and
wildfires that threaten communities.
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As marine professionals, the NOAA
Corps personnel may be transferred to
the military services in times of na-
tional emergency, and this bill de-
scribes a number of technical areas de-
signed to bring the NOAA Corps into
line with Department of Defense stand-
ards in terms of rank, promotion and
pay grade. This bill authorizes a grad-
ual increase in the number of officers
to accommodate the growing needs as-
sociated with new Navigation Response
Teams that will be established and lo-
cated in ports around the country.

Finally, this legislation amends the
Oceans Act of 2000 to ensure that the
commission remains in existence 90
days after the date of the final submis-
sion of the report. This will allow the
commission to provide advice to Con-
gress on its report and on the Presi-
dent’s implementation plan, but will
not affect the due date established in
the Act for submission of the Commis-
sion’s report. The amendment would
also authorize appropriations of $8.5
million; this increase reflects the re-
sources necessary to hold nine regional
meetings—three more than mandated
by the Oceans Act. These regional
meetings are essential to ensuring the
views of all citizens are reflected in the
work of the Commission, and I have
fully supported this regional outreach
effort, and the excellent work of the
Ocean Commission and its staff.

I want to thank my colleagues in the
House of Representatives for working
with me to create a bill that does so
much to enhance the safety and navi-
gation along our coasts.

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, the
legislation before the Senate, H.R. 4883,
the Hydrographic Services Improve-
ment Act Amendments of 2002, includes
important provisions to reauthorize
the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office,
NCBO. This office which was first es-
tablished in 1992 pursuant to Public
Law 102-567, has been the focal point
for all of NOAA’s activities within the
Chesapeake Bay watershed and a vital
part of the effort to achieve the long-
term goal of the Bay Program—restor-
ing the Bay’s living resources to
healthy and balanced levels.

During the past 10 years, the NCBO
has made great strides in realizing the
objectives of the NOAA Authorization
Act of 1992 and the overall Bay Pro-
gram living resource goals. Working
with other Bay Program partners, im-
portant progress has been made in sur-
veying and assessing fishery resources
in the Bay, developing fishery manage-
ment plans for selected species, under-
taking habitat restoration projects, re-
moving barriers to fish passage, and
undertaking important remote sensing
and data analysis activities. But
NOAA’s responsibilities to the Bay res-
toration effort are far from complete.
Some populations of major species of
fish and shellfish in Chesapeake Bay
such as shad and oysters, remain se-
verely depressed, while others, such as
blue crab are at risk. Baywide, some 16
of 25 ecologically important species are
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in decline or severe decline, due to dis-
ease, habitat 1loss, overfishing and
other factors. The underwater grasses
that once sustained these fisheries are
only at a fraction of their historic lev-
els. Research and monitoring must be
continued and enhanced to track living
resource trends, evaluate the responses
of the estuary’s biota to changes in
their environment and establish clear
management goals and progress indica-
tors for restoring the productivity, di-
versity and abundance of these species.
Likewise, education to improve under-
standing by elementary and secondary
students and teachers of the living re-
sources in the Chesapeake Bay eco-
system is a top priority.

In order to ensure NOAA’s continued
full participation in the Bay’s restora-
tion and in meeting with goals and ob-
jectives of Chesapeake 2000, in the
106th Congress I introduced legislation,
together with several of my colleagues,
to reauthorize the NOAA Bay Program
office and provide the office with addi-
tional resources and authority. No ac-
tion was taken on that legislation so in
the 107th Congress, Senators WARNER,
MIKULSKI, ALLEN and I introduced new
legislation to reauthorize the NCBO. A
similar measure was introduced in the
House by Representative GILCHREST
and the entire Maryland House delega-
tion and provisions of these bills are
included in section 401 of the legisla-
tion before us. The provisions author-
ize and direct NOAA to undertake a
special b-year study, in cooperation
with the scientific community of the
Chesapeake Bay and appropriate other
Federal agencies, to develop the knowl-
edge base required for understanding
multispecies interactions and devel-
oping multispecies management plans.
NOAA is also authorized to carry out a
small-scale fishery and habitat restora-
tion grant and technical assistance
program to help citizens organizations
and local governments in the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed undertake habi-
tat, fish, and shellfish restoration
projects. The legislation authorizes $6
million a year specifically to fund the
NOAA Chesapeake Bay office and carry
out these two activities. And I want to
emphasize that this authorization level
is intended to address only NCBO’s
base budget and these two initiatives
and that additional funds are provided
for the work that the NCBO conducts
in oyster reef restoration, oyster dis-
ease research, education and training
and blue crab research.

I am disappointed however that the
legislation did not include two other
provisions which we sought to create
an internet-based Coastal Predictions
Center for the Chesapeake Bay and to
formally authorize the NOAA Chesa-
peake Bay Office’s Bay Watershed Edu-
cation and Training, B-WET, Program
that we established last year. More-
over, it is critical that the funding lev-
els for the NOAA Bay Program activi-
ties continue to grow to meet these
needs and NOAA’s responsibilities in
oyster and SAV restoration efforts,
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among other initiatives. If we are to
achieve the ultimate, long-term goal of
the Bay Program—protecting, restor-
ing and maintaining the health of the
living resources of the Bay—additional
financial resources must be provided. I
plan to introduce new legislation in the
108th Congress to address these short-
comings and look forward to working
with my colleagues on the Commerce
Committee in this regard.

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I rise
today to offer a few comments con-
cerning H.R. 4883, a bill to reauthorize
the Hydrographic Services Improve-
ment Act of 1998. I am especially sup-
portive of this bill’s inclusion of lan-
guage to reauthorize the Commissioned
Corps of the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, NOAA
Corps. The NOAA Corps plays a very
important role in NOAA and to our Na-
tion.

The NOAA Corps is the smallest of
the seven uniformed services of the
United States. The service, consisting
of approximately 299 commissioned of-
ficers, is an integral part of NOAA, an
agency under the U.S. Department of
Commerce.

The NOAA Corps traces its roots
back to the former U.S. Coast and Geo-
detic Survey, which dates back to 1807
and President Thomas Jefferson. The
NOAA Corps today provides a cadre of
professionals trained in engineering,
earth sciences, oceanography, meteor-
ology, fisheries science, and other re-
lated disciplines. The officers serve in
assignments within the five major Line
Offices of NOAA: National Ocean Serv-
ice, NOS; National Weather Service,
NWS; National Marine Fisheries Serv-
ice, NMFS; Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research, OAR; and National Environ-
mental Satellite, Data, and Informa-
tion Service, NESDIS. Officers operate
ships, fly aircraft into hurricanes, lead
mobile field parties, manage research
projects, conduct diving operations,
and serve in staff positions throughout
NOAA. In addition they conduct hydro-
graphic surveys along our nation’s
coast in order to make our waters safe
for marine commerce.

As Chairman of the Oceans, Atmos-
phere and Fisheries Subcommittee
allow me to explain a little about
NOAA. NOAA provides timely and pre-
cise weather, water and climate fore-
casts, to monitoring the environment,
to managing fisheries and building
healthy coastlines, to making our na-
tion more competitive through safe
navigation and examining changes in
the oceans, NOAA is on the front lines
for America.

In hours of crisis, NOAA employees
have been found issuing the tornado
warnings that saved hundreds of lives
from a deadly storm, flying into the
eyes of hurricanes to gather informa-
tion about possible landfall, fighting to
free three grey whales trapped in the
ice, fielding a massive scientific oper-
ation on the shores to guide the come-
back from an oil spill, and monitoring
by satellites the movement of hurri-
canes and other severe storms, volcanic
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ash and wildfires that threaten com-
munities.

In 1882 the U.S.S. ALBATROSS, the
first government research vessel built
exclusively for fisheries and oceano-
graphic research, launched both a fu-
ture for NOAA’s research programs and
a fleet of research vessels. Today,
NOAA scientists along with their uni-
versity partners, work to better under-
stand the world in which we live.
NOAA research is where much of the
work is done that results in better
weather forecasts, longer warning lead
times for natural disasters, new prod-
ucts from the sea, and a greater under-
standing of our climate, atmosphere
and oceans. NOAA research is done not
only in what many would consider tra-
ditional laboratories, but also aboard
ships, aloft in planes, and beneath the
sea in the world’s only undersea habi-
tat. NOAA research tools can be as
high-tech as supercomputers or as
basic as rain gauges. The officers of the
NOAA Corps operate NOAA’s fleet of
research vessels and aircraft. Those of
us on the Commerce Committee like to
think of NOAA as the little agency
that does a lot. The NOAA Corps is an
integral part of the NOAA team that
brings all of these valuable services to
the American public.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read
three times, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table; and
that any statements relating to this
matter be printed in the RECORD, with
no intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4883) was read the third
time and passed.

——

COMMEMORATING THE 30TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF
THE AMERICAN INDIAN HIGHER
EDUCATION CONSORTIUM

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Indian Affairs
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. Res. 321, and that
the Senate now proceed to its consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 321) commemorating
the 30th Anniversary of the Founding of the
American Indian Higher Education Consor-
tium (AIHEC).

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to the consideration of the
resolution.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to,
and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table; and that any state-
ments regarding this matter be printed
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.
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The resolution (S. Res. 321) was
agreed to.
The preamble was agreed to.
The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:
S. REs. 321

Whereas the United States of America and
Indian Tribes have a unique legal and polit-
ical relationship as expressed in the U.S.
Constitution, treaties, Federal statutes and
Executive orders, court decisions, and course
of dealing;

Whereas the United States has committed
itself to national education excellence in-
cluding excellence in institutions that edu-
cate American Indian and Alaska Native
children and adults;

Whereas tribal colleges and universities
are fully accredited community-based edu-
cational institutions devoted to the edu-
cation, welfare, and economic advancement
of American Indian communities;

Whereas the populations in the commu-
nities served by tribal colleges and univer-
sities are among the poorest of the Nation,
and the services provided by the tribal col-
leges and universities enable students to
train for and obtain jobs that offer social and
economic stability, and serve to reduce wel-
fare dependence in these communities;

Whereas tribal colleges and universities
are chronically underfunded, and in addition
to offering their communities higher edu-
cation opportunities, also function as
community centers, libraries, childcare cen-
ters, tribal archives, career and business cen-
ters, economic development centers, and
public meeting places;

Whereas in 1970 President Nixon issued his
now-famous ‘‘Special Message to Congress on
Indian Affairs’ rejecting the failed policies
of assimilation and termination and her-
alding the new era of Indian Self Determina-
tion;

Whereas in 1972 six tribal colleges estab-
lished the American Indian Higher Edu-
cation Consortium to empower its member
institutions through collective action, con-
struct a national support and communica-
tions network, and assist Indian commu-
nities and Native people in the field of edu-
cational achievement, while nurturing, advo-
cating, and protecting American Indian his-
tory, culture, art and language;

Whereas the American Indian Higher Edu-
cation Consortium consists of 32 tribal col-
leges and universities located in 12 states
that enroll approximately 30,000 full- and
part-time students from over 250 Federally-
recognized Indian Tribes;

Whereas on July 3, 2002, President Bush
issued Executive Order 13270 ensuring that
tribal colleges and universities are more
fully recognized and integrated into the
American family of institutions of higher
education;

Whereas tribal colleges and universities
provide access to information technology
critical to full participation in American
economic, political and social life, bridging
great distances and transforming learning
environment; and

Whereas tribal colleges and universities
and their Native communities continue to
play an integral role in American Indian
education including assisting in the imple-
mentation of the No Child Left Behind Act of
2002: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, that the Senate of the United
States recognizes the essential role tribal
colleges and universities play in American
Indian communities, honors the vision and
commitment of the founders of the American
Indian Higher Education Consortium, and
celebrates 30 successful years of imple-
menting that vision for the benefit of Amer-
ican Indian peoples across the United States.
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AMENDING THE AGRICULTURAL
ADJUSTMENT ACT OF 1938

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now
proceed to the consideration of S. 14,
which was introduced earlier today by
Senator THURMOND.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 14) to amend the Agricultural Ad-
justment Act of 1938 to extend the farm re-
constitution provision to the 2003 and 2004
Crops.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to the consideration of the
bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read
three times, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table; and
that any statements relating to this
matter be printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 14) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 14

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FARM RECONSTITUTIONS.

Section 316(a)(1)(A)(ii) of the Agricultural
Adjustment Act of 1938 7 U.S.C.
1314b(a)(1)(A)(ii)) is amended in the last sen-
tence by striking ‘2002 crop’ and inserting
€¢2002, 2003, and 2004 crops’’.

——————

AUTHORIZING THE SECRETARY OF
AGRICULTURE TO SELL OR EX-
CHANGE ALL OR PART OF CER-
TAIN ADMINISTRATIVE SITES

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Agriculture
Committee be discharged from further
consideration of S. 2063, and that the
Senate now proceed to its consider-
ation.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2063) to authorize the Secretary
of Agriculture to sell or exchange all or part
of certain administrative sites and other
land in the Ozark-St. Francis and Ouachita
National Forests and to use funds derived
from the sale or exchange to acquire, con-
struct, or improve administrative sites.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to the consideration of the
bill.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the bill be read
three times, passed, and the motion to
reconsider be laid upon the table, with
no intervening action or debate; and
that any statements thereto be printed
in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 2063) was read the third
time and passed, as follows:

S. 2063

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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