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mine. But he always told the truth. 
And he always remembered who he was 
speaking for. As I have said before, he 
was the soul of the Senate. He had that 
rarest and most difficult kind of brav-
ery: moral courage. He always stood 
for what he believed in, even if it 
meant standing alone. And he fought in 
a way that ennobled his causes and in-
spired us all. And I will miss him dear-
ly. 

To hear each of these leaders call me 
‘‘leader’’ has been one of the greatest 
honors of my life—and I will be forever 
grateful to you. 

In 1998, Senator LOTT inaugurated 
the ‘‘Leader’s Lecture Series,’’ fea-
turing speakers who had ‘‘enrich[ed] 
the memory of the Senate by sharing 
with us the wisdom and insights that 
can be gained only by a lifetime of 
service.’’

Without exception, every speaker—
including those who went on to serve 
as Vice President, even President of 
the United States—has recalled his 
years in the Senate as the best and 
happiest of his career. 

Given the historic events that shaped 
this Congress, I don’t know that any of 
us will look back on these 2 years as 
the happiest of our careers—although 
there have been moments of great joy 
for all of us. 

But I hope we will look back on these 
2 years and remember times when we 
were able to work together to help lead 
America through one of our Nation’s 
darkest chapters. 

The private times we have all shared 
together over those months have 
forged bonds that make us more than 
just colleagues. In keeping with the 
Senate’s best traditions, we have be-
come friends, and family. 

I regret that we weren’t always able 
to maintain that unity—especially this 
year—that I had hoped we might have. 
I hope we can recapture it in the days 
ahead. 

To all of my departing colleagues, it 
is an honor to be connected to his-
tory—that short thread that ties us to 
the Founders of this great Nation. But 
as a much of an honor as it is to be 
connected to history, it has been a 
privilege to be connected to each of 
you. 

THANKING STAFF 
Senators may be the most visible 

people here, but there are also many 
people who make the Senate work. 

I want to thank all of those who 
make the Senate run: our staff here on 
the floor, the reporters, the door-
keepers, the police officers, the pages, 
the tour guides, the librarians, the em-
ployees of the Architect of the Capitol, 
our Chaplain and his staff—and the list 
goes on.

Our clerks, those who are with us 
today, our Parliamentarian—to all of 
them, to each of them, let me express 
my heartfelt thank you. 

They deserve our thanks, but there 
are two people in particular who I also 
want to thank: Jeri Thomson, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, and Al Lenhardt, 

our Sergeant at Arms—both of whom I 
had the privilege, as majority leader, 
to nominate. 

I have heard them called our 101st 
and 102nd Senators, and they truly 
have been indispensable to me, and to 
the Senate family. 

For Al Lenhardt, the fact that he was 
in place in this job 6 days before Sep-
tember 11 is further proof for me that 
God watches over this body. Through 9/
11, anthrax, he helped the Senate to 
handle unprecedented challenges, and 
prepare for a new generation of 
threats. 

For Jeri Thomson, no challenge was 
too big, no detail too small, the con-
summate professional, unflappable. 
She kept the Senate functioning in the 
aftermath of anthrax. Without her, we 
would not have broken ground on the 
Visitors Center. She made the Senate 
work better—not only for the Senators, 
but for the people we serve. 

She has been by my side my entire 
time as leader. She has become a dear 
personal friend. And I will miss her, as 
we all will. 

This has been an historic Congress. 
Between September 11 and anthrax, we 
have lived through two of the greatest 
crises the Capitol has not seen since 
Civil War soldiers were camped out in 
this Chamber 140 years ago. 

The dedication and professionalism 
of Jeri Thomson, Al Lenhardt, and all 
of those who work here helped us not 
only survive those who work here 
helped us not only survive those crises, 
but to work through them, and to con-
tinue to serve the American people.

I thank them, the Senate thanks 
them, and I feel confident that history 
will record them as able servants who 
deserve our thanks for generations to 
come. And that, too, is a part of the 
recognition they deserve. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BAUCUS). The Senator from Pennsyl-
vania. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE SENATE AND TO 
DEPARTING SENATORS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to comment briefly 
about the conclusion of our Senate ses-
sion. We finished our last vote late last 
night, and after today’s session, we will 
be in adjournment until January. 

The Senate, unlike the House of Rep-
resentatives, is a continuous body. 
Only one-third of our number stands 
for election each year, unlike the 
House of Representatives, where there 
is a new House elected every two years. 
So we are continuous. 

The Senate has been called the 
world’s greatest deliberative body. 
Sometimes I doubt that acclamation, 
but sometimes we measure up to it, 
and I think we did yesterday in passing 
homeland security and the terrorism 
insurance bill. 

There is an air of collegiality and an 
air of civility, which is the backbone of 
the Senate. There are only 100 of us. 

We get to know each other very well. 
We do that in our committee meetings. 
We do that in our travels. We do that 
on the floor of the Senate. A good occa-
sion for that is when we have consecu-
tive votes, back to back to back to 
back, as we had last night, four votes. 
This gives us a chance to avoid playing 
telephone tag, which occurs frequently, 
and to see our colleagues on the floor 
and to talk to them. 

We will be missing some really out-
standing Senators as we conclude the 
107th Congress. There is a great deal 
that could be said about each of them 
from my own personal experiences. 

Senator THURMOND is truly a living 
legend. When I first saw him chair the 
Judiciary Committee, he asked a nomi-
nee if the nominee promised to be cour-
teous. I questioned whether that was a 
very good inquiry. What else could the 
nominee say? The nominee said, ‘‘Yes.’’ 
Then, Senator THURMOND said, ‘‘the 
more power the person has, the more 
courteous a person should be.’’ 

Senator HELMS finished six terms in 
the Senate, elected in 1972. One of my 
fondest recollections of Senator HELMS 
is relative to the pornography bill, 
which he wrote, and which was de-
clared unconstitutional. After being 
consulted by him, I gave him a hand in 
writing a bill which was constitutional. 

In order of seniority on our departing 
colleagues, FRANK MURKOWSKI came to 
the Senate with 15 other Senators, a 
total of 16. They called us the ‘‘Sweet 
16,’’ elected in 1980. Now there are but 
three: Senator GRASSLEY, Senator 
NICKLES, and myself. 

Senator MURKOWSKI goes on to be 
Governor of Alaska, where he can 
maintain his own schedule and be an 
executive without relying on 50 other 
Senators to carry the day. 

PHIL GRAMM is truly an extraor-
dinary Senator. Nobody in the Senate 
is smarter than PHIL GRAMM. Perhaps 
nobody in the history of the Senate 
was smarter than PHIL GRAMM. One of 
his memorable moments was when we 
were debating how to proceed on the 
impeachment proceedings of President 
Clinton. There was a lot of disagree-
ment. Suddenly, like a bolt of light-
ning, PHIL GRAMM and TED KENNEDY 
agreed. What were the other 98 of us to 
do? If those two men could agree, it 
must be an appropriate solution. 

BOB SMITH, with distinguished serv-
ice in the House and distinguished 
service in the Senate, was perhaps a 
little too candid sometimes as he took 
the floor in his quest for the Repub-
lican nomination. A little critical of 
the party, but he was always coura-
geous and always straightforward. I 
learned a lot from Senator SMITH in 
our caucuses on impeachment. I had 
not known the depth of his knowledge 
as a high school teacher, but he was an 
extraordinary Senator and made a 
great contribution. 

Senator FRED THOMPSON, a super 
star. When he came to the Senate, he 
took over the chairmanship of a major 
committee in record time and presided 
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over very important hearings on cam-
paign finance reform. What is not real-
ly known about FRED is that he is as 
lighthearted and as good at repartee as 
he is at the law, which is a very high 
degree. 

TIM HUTCHINSON served on the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs with me, 
very devoted, very serious, very sin-
cere. He had the misfortune to lose an 
election or else, I think, he would have 
had a very long and illustrious career 
in the Senate. Yet, he may have a long, 
illustrious career in the Senate. He will 
live to fight another day. 

BOB TORRICELLI, always on top of the 
issues, very important to the Judiciary 
Committee where we served together. 
He was the ranking Democrat when I 
chaired the Subcommittee on Depart-
ment of Justice Oversight; always judi-
cious, always fair and always a great 
contributor. 

MAX CLELAND, a real hero, a man of 
great courage. To see MAX function in 
the Senate or in life, with the tremen-
dous injuries he suffered in Vietnam 
when he fell on a hand grenade, is truly 
inspirational. We will all miss MAX 
CLELAND.

JEAN CARNAHAN. Senator JEAN 
CARNAHAN picked up the mantle of her 
husband, Governor Mel Carnahan, and 
made a real contribution in her two 
years in the Senate. 

Paul Wellstone has been the subject 
of tribute and a man who will be truly 
missed. His work on mental health par-
ity with physical ailments will be Paul 
Wellstone’s real legacy. I had an oppor-
tunity to travel to Minneapolis to pay 
tribute to the Wellstones’ two sons. 
The tragedy with Paul and Sheila and 
their daughter is truly the saddest oc-
casion of the past Congress. 

Beyond those who will no longer be 
with us in the 108th Congress, just a 
moment to pay tribute to two of our 
colleagues who are having birthdays 
today. Senator BYRD, I know his age 
but I shall not repeat it. That is up to 
him to say, however, he finishes his 
50th year in the Congress of the United 
States. He was elected to the House of 
Representatives in 1952 and the Senate 
in 1958. I am glad to be able to have a 
few minutes on the floor of the Senate 
to make a few comments. It is a little 
hard to be recognized when Senator 
BYRD is in the Chamber. 

I heard on National Public Radio, so 
the world knows, that JOE BIDEN is 60 
today. He was just elected to a sixth 
term, which is really remarkable. 

It is a great privilege to be a Member 
of the Senate and to have had the op-
portunity to work with these men and 
women and to work for the people of 
Pennsylvania, my State, and for the 
people of the United States. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa.
Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I join 

my colleague from Pennsylvania and 
other colleagues who have recently 
been on the floor today, first in ex-
pressing happy birthday wishes to our 

esteemed colleague from West Vir-
ginia, Senator ROBERT BYRD. I just ex-
pressed those birthday wishes to him 
personally a few moments ago on this, 
as I told him, the 35th anniversary of 
his 50th birthday. Because in so many 
ways Senator BYRD has been a real pil-
lar of strength in the Senate, standing 
up for the rights and privileges of the 
Senate, standing up for the demarca-
tion set down by our Founding Fathers 
between the legislative branch and the 
executive branch of the Government. 

When I say 35th anniversary of his 
50th birthday, I mean that because, 
quite frankly, Senator BYRD does not 
appear in any way to be one day over 
the age of 50. So I wish him the best on 
his birthday and wish him to maintain 
strength and good health to continue 
the leadership he has shown in the Sen-
ate for the last almost 30 some years. 

I also pay my respects to Senators 
who are leaving: Senator THURMOND, 
Senator HELMS, Senator BOB SMITH, 
Senator FRED THOMPSON, Senator TIM 
HUTCHINSON on the Republican side. Es-
pecially I pay my respects to Senator 
HUTCHINSON for his great work on the 
farm bill. We got a really good farm 
bill out this year. He was a very dili-
gent and good member of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee, and we worked 
very hard together in a bipartisan fash-
ion to report out a very good farm bill 
for farmers and for rural America. I es-
pecially thank Senator HUTCHINSON for 
his efforts in getting that farm bill 
through. 

I also pay my respects to Senator 
HELMS. Senator HELMS was the chair-
man of the Agriculture Committee 
when I first came to the Senate. We 
formed a friendship at that time that 
has endured, although I am sure it is 
clear to anyone watching or listening 
that Senator HELMS and I have prob-
ably not agreed too much on too many 
things, but nonetheless, we have main-
tained a very close friendship and re-
spect for one another through all the 
years. I wish him the best in his retire-
ment, and many happy years ahead for 
our distinguished colleague, Senator 
HELMS. 

For those Senators on this side, Sen-
ator BOB TORRICELLI, again, I thank 
him for all the work he has done, first 
as the Chair of our Democratic Senate 
Campaign Committee that ensured we 
had the wherewithal in the election be-
fore last to win many elections and 
maintain our strength in the Senate. I 
wish Bob the best in his future endeav-
ors. 

For Senator JEAN CARNAHAN, again, I 
thank her for her 2 years of service 
here under very trying circumstances. 
I was a close friend of her deceased hus-
band, Governor Mel Carnahan, who, as 
we know, was lost in a tragic plane 
crash a little over 2 years ago, right be-
fore the election, along with her son 
Randy. Senator CARNAHAN did a re-
markably good job for Missouri and the 
Nation during these 2 years. She was 
diligent, hard working, and fought very 
hard for Missouri and her constituents. 

Again, I wish her the best in her future 
endeavors, and her family, to her son 
Tom and daughter Robin whom I have 
worked with in the past. 

I also pay my respects to Senator 
MAX CLELAND. MAX and I do go back a 
long way. I first met MAX when he was 
here in the Senate on the Senate Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee. He became 
President Carter’s Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs when I was in the House 
of Representatives. Being a veteran 
and being a member of the veterans 
sort of group we had in the House of 
Representatives at that time, we 
couldn’t have asked for a better cham-
pion for veterans issues at that time in 
the late 1970s than we had in MAX 
CLELAND. It was Senator CLELAND who, 
as Secretary of Veterans Affairs, set up 
the vets centers around the United 
States. There are now more than 200 of 
them. 

In every case I have been privileged 
to see a vets center, they are just sort 
of the heart and soul of outreach and a 
place for veterans to get help, if they 
need it, and a place where veterans can 
make sure they have access to the out-
lets of the Federal Government for job 
training and that type of thing, for 
education.

That is his lasting legacy all over the 
United States. Of course, it has been 
repeated time and again about his 
great heroism in the Vietnam war, for 
which he received a Silver Star. I will 
miss him as a very close friend for all 
these years, and the country has lost 
the service of a truly remarkable, cou-
rageous, compassionate, brave Amer-
ican, MAX CLELAND. 

Senator DEAN BARKLEY, our second 
Independent, came here from Min-
nesota under trying circumstances. I 
had not known him before, but over the 
last couple of weeks I got to know him, 
and I have a great deal of respect for 
him for what he has done here. Very 
few people serve for only a couple of 
weeks in the Senate and actually get a 
bill passed. Senator BARKLEY got his 
bill through, and I congratulate him 
for that. I thank him for his service 
here and, again, wish him the best and 
hope he will stay involved in public af-
fairs, both in Minnesota and nation-
ally. 

TRIBUTE TO SENATOR PAUL WELLSTONE 

Lastly, I want to pay my respects to 
our departed friend, Senator Paul 
Wellstone. I did not want this session 
to end without saying something for 
the RECORD about the large gap left in 
the Senate by the untimely death of 
PAUL WELLSTONE. 

Paul was my closest friend in the 
Senate. But in truth, Paul Wellstone 
was one of those rare souls who so 
many saw as their best friend. He had 
a powerful authenticity that made a 
miner on the Iron Range know that he 
was as important to Paul as the Presi-
dent of the United States. 

Paul never had to proclaim his de-
cency; it shone forth every day in great 
acts of political courage and small acts 
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of human kindness. He never had to 
ever say he cared. It just showed in 
how he greeted the elevator operators 
and the policemen outside. Sometimes 
we would walk over to the Hart Build-
ing and talked to workers on the 
ground. Everyone was a friend of Paul’s 
and he always had a smile and a hand-
shake for everyone. 

We saw this in him every day, in doz-
ens of ways, from that hand over there 
at his desk relentlessly chopping the 
air as he stood on the floor speaking 
for those who otherwise had no voice, 
to the countless people he reached out 
to help across his State and across the 
Nation. 

The hard-working folks he cared 
about most didn’t have lobbyists or in-
fluence, but they had Paul Wellstone, 
and he truly was their best friend. Ev-
eryone called him Paul—not just his 
colleagues but staff and citizens alike. 
He would not have it any other way. No 
one ever wore the title of ‘‘Senator’’ 
better—or used it less. 

In the days since that terrible trag-
edy, we have seen an outpouring of 
grief and admiration every bit as au-
thentic as Paul was himself. It is a 
tribute to him and to the yearning I 
believe in this country for a politics 
that can truly be the noble profession 
of putting principle above the latest 
polls. Paul truly was the soul of the 
Senate. Sometimes he cast votes that 
even some of his friends disagreed 
with—on war or on welfare. But when 
he did, he was the mirror in which we, 
his colleagues, looked at ourselves and 
searched our own hearts to ask wheth-
er or not we were doing the right thing. 

So we say thank you to the political 
science professor whose measure of 
truth was never in political theory, but 
the impact that his decisions and ours 
had on real people. 

Since he left us, Paul’s friends and 
admirers have focused on Paul 
Wellstone as the lone man in the arena 
fighting a battle against injustice. 
Paul Wellstone was that. But he was 
also a doer who left behind a real 
record of accomplishment in the Sen-
ate. 

Paul was one of the Senate’s leading 
voices for education, pushing for in-
vestments in early education, for class 
size reduction, and for student finan-
cial aid so working and middle-class 
families could afford to send their kids 
through college. And we worked to-
gether tirelessly to increase the Fed-
eral Government’s investment in spe-
cial education, so students with dis-
abilities could get the education that is 
their right. 

Paul Wellstone worked alongside 
Senator DEWINE to pass sweeping re-
forms of our Nation’s job training, 
adult education, and vocational reha-
bilitation programs. By streamlining 
often confusing and overlapping pro-
grams and paperwork, Paul Wellstone’s 
efforts are helping ensure that Amer-
ica’s workers get the training and help 
they need to stay on the job or to find 
new employment. 

As a warrior for peace, Paul under-
stood this Nation’s duty to the men 
and women who bear the scars of war. 
Paul authored, fought for, and helped 
enact legislation to improve the living 
conditions of hundreds of thousands of 
American veterans. This law ensures 
that homeless veterans who suffer with 
alcoholism and drug addiction have 
ready access to the treatment and care 
they need and deserve. 

Paul also made a courageous push for 
a policy whose time had passed and 
should be done now, and that is mental 
health parity. Along with Senator 
DOMENICI, Paul authored the Mental 
Health Parity Act of 1996, a 
groundbreaking proposal ensuring 
health care coverage of mental ill-
nesses be provided on par with cov-
erage of other medical illnesses. In the 
final year of his life, he continued to 
push for the expansion of mental 
health coverage, again teaming with 
Senator DOMENICI to introduce the bi-
partisan Mental Health Equitable 
Treatment Act, which could expand 
parity for mental health insurance. 

I hope that in the next Congress, the 
Senate and the House will enact what I 
hope will be deemed the Paul Wellstone 
Mental Health Parity Act, to finally 
put mental health on the same plain, 
the same level as all other medical ill-
nesses. 

Paul once said, ‘‘Politics is about 
what we create by what we do, what we 
hope for, and what we dare to imag-
ine.’’ 

Paul didn’t just dare to imagine a 
better America—he helped to build it. 
Sure, he was willing to fight the lonely 
fight when he thought it was right and 
proper, but he also knew how to turn 
idealism and ideas, ideas into action to 
improve people’s lives—investing in 
education, expanding health care, 
fighting killer diseases such as Parkin-
son’s, helping homeless veterans, and 
veterans exposed to radiation. 

Because of what he did, family farm-
ers will have a better future. Because 
of what he demanded, mental illness 
will be soon treated equally in our 
health care system. Because of who he 
married—his wife Sheila—and because 
of her passionate charge, more women 
and children will find safe harbor from 
the scourge of domestic violence. 

Paul Wellstone left us at a time when 
America needs him the most. He be-
lieved, as his champion and mentor Hu-
bert Humphrey once said, that ‘‘the 
moral test of Government is how that 
Government treats those who are in 
the dawn of life, the children, those 
who are in the twilight of life, the el-
derly, and those who are in the shad-
ows of life, the sick, the disabled, and 
the needy.’’ 

Those words, as much as anything 
else, form the focus of my public life 
and, I hope, the true path of my polit-
ical party. It is a course in conscience 
that Paul Wellstone tried to set for his 
party and his country. 

But it now falls to each of us, those 
in the land of the living, to continue 

Paul Wellstone’s journey for justice, to 
continue to speak out, to stand up and 
fight the good fight, and to lead our 
Nation with courage and conviction. 
The times demand it. In the coming 
days, may we all have the courage of 
our friend, Paul Wellstone. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

WORKING WITH SENATORS DON 
NICKLES AND MITCH MCCONNELL 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, when I first 
was elected to the House of Represent-
atives, I knew a man by the name of 
Cliff Young who had also served in the 
House of Representatives for two or 
three terms, ran for the Senate, was 
defeated, and then served for many 
years in the Nevada State Senate, and 
then served in the supreme court, 
where he became the chief justice of 
the Nevada Supreme Court—that is 
also an elective job. At the end of this 
year, he will retire. He is a wonderful 
man, a Republican, who rendered great 
service to the State of Nevada and to 
the country. The reason I mention his 
name, however, is that he said: HARRY, 
you are going to Washington to serve 
in the House. Make sure you do a cou-
ple of things. One is use the gym. You 
need to get some exercise. Also, make 
sure you do nothing to change the se-
niority system. The seniority system is 
the only thing that gives that body, 
the House of Representatives, stability. 

He certainly spoke volumes when he 
said that because it is absolutely true. 
The seniority system in the House has 
some faults, but at least it gives that 
body stability. One of the things the 
Gingrich-led Congress did to hurt the 
House was change the seniority sys-
tem. 

I mention that because there is going 
to be a change in the Senate. MITCH 
MCCONNELL is going to take over for 
DON NICKLES as the assistant Repub-
lican leader, their whip. That is being 
brought about as a result of the fact 
that they do not follow the seniority 
system there and have term limits on 
their jobs, except for the leader of the 
Republicans. That is a rule they have, 
and even though I think it is wrong and 
I think they are making a mistake 
doing it, that is the way it is. 

Having said that, I want to acknowl-
edge publicly how I have enjoyed serv-
ing with DON NICKLES as my counter-
part on the minority side. DON NICKLES 
and I have worked together since I 
came to the Senate. We were on the 
Appropriations Committee together. 
We served as chairman and ranking 
member on the Legislative Branch. We 
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