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PERMISSION FOR COMMITTEE ON

SCIENCE TO HAVE UNTIL MID-
NIGHT, THURSDAY, JANUARY 31,
2002, TO FILE REPORTS ON H.R.
3400, NETWORKING AND INFOR-
MATION TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH
ADVANCEMENT ACT, AND H.R.
3394, CYBER SECURITY RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
Committee on Science have until mid-
night on Thursday, January 31 to file
the reports to accompany H.R. 3400 and
H.R. 3394.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
f

HONORING LIFE OF DAVE THOMAS

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 336)
honoring the life of Rex David ‘‘Dave’’
Thomas and expressing the deepest
condolences of the House of Represent-
atives to his family on his death.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 336

Whereas the House of Representatives has
learned with great sadness of the death of
Dave Thomas from liver cancer at the age of
69 on January 8, 2002;

Whereas Dave Thomas, born in Atlantic
City, New Jersey, on July 2, 1932, and adopt-
ed shortly thereafter by Rex and Auleva
Thomas, of Kalamazoo, Michigan, was a life-
long advocate and activist for the cause of
adoption;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1979, was award-
ed the Horatio Alger Award for dedication,
individual initiative, and a commitment to
excellence, as exemplified by remarkable
achievements accomplished through hon-
esty, hard work, self-reliance, and persever-
ance;

Whereas from 1990 until 2000 Dave Thomas
was the national spokesman for numerous
White House adoption and foster care initia-
tives;

Whereas Dave Thomas received numerous
awards, including the Angel in Adoption
Award by the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption, for generating awareness of the
thousands of children waiting for permanent
homes and loving families;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1992, established
the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
and donated his speaking fees and profits
from sales of his books, ‘‘Dave’s Way, Well
Done!’’ and ‘‘Franchising for Dummies’’, to
adoption causes;

Whereas Dave Thomas established the
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption to
work with national adoption organizations,
individuals, and public and private agencies
to raise awareness about children awaiting
adoption and to provide direct support for
programs seeking to find permanent homes
for children in foster care;

Whereas Dave Thomas established the
Dave Thomas Center for Adoption Law to
ease and facilitate the adoption process
through education, advocacy, and research;

Whereas Dave Thomas was a constructive
force in shaping corporate health policy to
cover adoption expenses and, through his ef-
forts, 75 percent of Fortune 1000 companies
now offer adoption benefits to their employ-
ees;

Whereas Dave Thomas received the 2001
Social Awareness Award from the United
States Postal Service for being instrumental
in the use of the Adoption Awareness post-
age stamp as a vehicle for highlighting the
cause of adoption;

Whereas Dave Thomas founded Wendy’s
Old-Fashioned Hamburgers in Columbus,
Ohio, on November 15, 1969, and transformed
it into one of the most successful food fran-
chises in the country and, in promoting
Wendy’s, became a national figure rep-
resenting a friendly face, good food, and a
kind sense of humor;

Whereas Dave Thomas, in 1993, 45 years
after leaving school, earned his GED certifi-
cate and received his high school diploma
from Coconut Creek High School in Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, securing him as role
model to students of all ages; and

Whereas Dave Thomas used his financial
success to promote and advance the cause of
adoption: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) recognizes that America has lost one of
its most dedicated and hardest working ad-
vocates for adoption, and honors him in his
devotion to family, life, and business; and

(2) expresses its deep and heartfelt condo-
lences to the family of Dave Thomas on their
loss.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WELDON) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. WELDON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
in which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 336.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.
Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to have
the House consider House Resolution
336, an important resolution introduced
by the distinguished gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. PRYCE). This resolution rec-
ognizes and honors the remarkable life
of Dave Thomas and expresses the
House of Representatives’ condolences
to his family on his recent death.

Mr. Speaker, Dave Thomas, founder
and chairman of Wendy’s Inter-
national, passed away on January 8,
2002, from cancer. Dave Thomas was an
extraordinary man. Thomas founded
Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers
Restaurants in 1969 and named the
company after one of his daughters.
This restaurant chain grew explosively
to more than 6,000 locations worldwide.
Dave Thomas was a successful busi-
nessman. He also shared his humor,
friendliness and humility with the
American public which was evident
through his television commercials.

But his legacy does not consist of his
business success alone. Dave Thomas
energetically championed an issue that
is close to my heart, adoption. I am the
father of two adopted children and a

Member of the House Adoption Caucus.
I understand Mr. Thomas’ passion for
making sure that all our children are
wanted, loved and provided with a nur-
turing home.

Thomas was himself adopted, and he
became a passionate advocate for adop-
tion. In 1992 he created the Dave Thom-
as Foundation for Adoption. The foun-
dation’s goal was simple and straight-
forward but profound: Every child will
have a permanent home and loving
family.

Mr. Thomas has testified before Con-
gress in support of adoption tax credits
and adoption legislation, appeared in
several television public service an-
nouncements, and led an initiative to
create the adoption stamp that was
issued by the U.S. Postal Service in
May 2000. He also established the Dave
Thomas Center for Adoption Law to fa-
cilitate the adoption process through
education advocacy and research.

Dave Thomas worked hard to ad-
vance the cause of adoption and height-
ened awareness in our country about
the fact that all children deserve the
love and security of a family. For this
achievement alone, Mr. Speaker, Dave
Thomas earned the respect and grati-
tude of the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Members to
support this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. I am pleased to join with the
gentleman from Florida, chairman of
the Subcommittee on Civil Service and
Agency Organization, in consideration
of this resolution. I also want to com-
mend the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE) for her sensitivity in intro-
ducing this legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, Dave Thomas, founder
of Wendy’s Old Fashioned Hamburgers
Restaurants, died of cancer on January
8. In a tribute to Thomas, Wendy’s web
page notes that ‘‘Dave was much more
than Wendy’s founder and senior
spokesman. He was a mentor to many
hundreds of people he personally helped
and thousands who have been inspired
by his leadership.’’

Born in Atlantic City, New Jersey, on
July 2, 1932, Mr. Thomas was adopted
by Rex and Auleva Thomas of Kala-
mazoo, Michigan, and became a life-
long advocate and activist for the
cause of adoption. Thousands have
been inspired by his leadership and per-
sonal commitment to finding homes
for children in foster care.

Mr. Thomas was a talented and dedi-
cated businessman, but he was also a
leader who accepted the challenge of
ensuring that every child has a perma-
nent and loving home. Every day in
this country, more than three children
die as a result of abuse or neglect. In
1997, an estimated 1,197 children died as
a result of abuse or neglect. Seventy-
seven percent of those children died be-
fore reaching their third birthday.
Dave Thomas was their advocate and
their friend.
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An estimated 1.35 million children in

the United States are homeless. Chil-
dren made up 23 percent of the home-
less population in 1996, a 10 percent in-
crease since 1987.
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Dave Thomas was their advocate. Of
the children in foster care in 1998,
110,000 had a goal of adoption. Dave
Thomas was a leader and advocate to
help these children realize their goal.
That is why in July of 1992, Dave
Thomas established the Dave Thomas
Foundation for Adoption.

The cornerstone of the foundation
was to make adoption work for chil-
dren and parents. The foundation
serves an active voice for the more
than 134,000 children in the public child
welfare system who are waiting for per-
manent homes and loving families.

Wendy’s followed Thomas’ lead and
officially declared adoption as its char-
ity of choice in 1994. In fact, Wendy’s
adoption efforts, such as posters, trade
liners and public service announce-
ments account for approximately 40
percent of all calls taken at the Na-
tional Adoption Center’s toll-free num-
ber, 1–800–TO ADOPT.

Dave Thomas’ leadership and advo-
cacy have made a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of children waiting
to be adopted in the United States. Mr.
Thomas truly lived the motto ‘‘If I can
help somebody as I pass along, if I can
cheer somebody with a word of song.’’

Dave Thomas was indeed not only a
hero to the thousands of children who
are in need of adoption, but all of us
who need inspiring, who need inspira-
tion and information relative to this
great public need.

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to join in support of this reso-
lution. Once again, I commend the gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) for
its introduction.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the
distinguished author of this resolution,
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE), be permitted to control the re-
mainder of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN of Oregon). Is there objection
to the request of the gentleman from
Florida?

There was no objection.
Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman
from Florida for so graciously allowing
me to manage the time for this impor-
tant resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I am very honored to be
here today to remember Dave Thomas.
My deepest condolences go to Dave’s
beloved wife, Lorraine, his children, his
grandchildren, and to the many, many
people who loved him at Wendy’s Inter-
national and across the United States
of America. It was easy to love Dave.
He was a selfless, kind and thoughtful

man whose fun-loving nature and hon-
est disposition made him a friend to so
many.

Most of America will remember Dave
as the face of Wendy’s, that square
hamburger made with pride to perfec-
tion. I know I remember when the first
Wendy’s was launched in my hometown
of Columbus, Ohio, back in 1969. Today,
over 6,000 Wendy’s are sprinkled
throughout the neighborhoods and cit-
ies across the U.S. and in 34 countries.

There is no question, Dave Thomas
will be remembered as a man of humble
beginnings who created one of the most
successful fast-food chains in the entire
world. He was indeed a business giant,
a remarkable man.

But today I ask that we also remem-
ber Dave as a tireless champion for
children, for the thousands of children
who do not have families to care for
them, who do not have permanent
homes, and who are waiting to be
adopted.

As an adopted child himself, Dave
felt so fortunate to have been given a
family to care for him, to love him and
to support him. Throughout his life, he
carried with him an acute awareness
for the wonderful and generous gift he
was given; and as he grew to manhood,
he never forgot his roots, and in time
he would find himself fighting to give
other parentless children the gift he so
cherished and respected.

While Wendy’s continued to grow and
prosper, Dave knew that he wanted to
be more than just a successful busi-
nessman. Dave found that he could best
give back by using his success, his pas-
sion, and his familiar friendly face to
raise public awareness about that issue
so close to his heart.

His mission took shape in 1990 when
President George Bush asked Dave to
act as a spokesperson on a new initia-
tive called Adoption Works for Every-
one. Dave embraced this honor with en-
thusiasm and grace, and then he rolled
up his sleeves and went to work.

Throughout the next decade, Dave
continued his tireless advocacy for
children everywhere, and I am proud to
have worked shoulder to shoulder with
him on many initiatives. He created
the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adop-
tion, whose vision it is to see that
every child has a permanent home and
a loving family.

Through the foundation, Dave hoped
to ease the many barriers families so
often face when trying to adopt. By
making adoption easier and more af-
fordable, fewer children are now
trapped in the endless foster care sys-
tem, and more children will grow up
with brothers and sisters and moms
and dads who love them.

Dave once said, ‘‘If I can get just one
child a home, it would be better than
selling 1 million hamburgers.’’ Oh, how
like Dave.

We will remember Dave for his hu-
mility and kindness, for his compas-
sion and warmth, and for his dedica-
tion to children everywhere who are
awaiting a loving family to take them
home.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this resolution honoring a dear
friend and a champion for children,
Dave Thomas.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, at a time when we are
questioning corporate leadership and
corporate responsibility, it is refresh-
ing to know that a man such as Dave
Thomas lived; and because of his life
and his legacy, every time a child finds
a warm inviting home in which to live
and grow up with the safety and secu-
rity of knowing that they are part of a
family, we will remember the legacy of
this great American.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
am very pleased to yield 7 minutes to
the distinguished gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. BURTON), the chairman of the
Committee on Government Reform,
but, more importantly, at this moment
a very close friend of Dave Thomas.

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, let me start off by thanking the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE)
for introducing this resolution.

Mr. Speaker, Dave Thomas was one
of the finest men that I ever knew.
Dave was a personal friend of mine. I
stayed with him many times when I
was in Florida. We played golf to-
gether. He loved to play golf. Although
he was not the greatest golfer in the
world, he was very enthusiastic about
it.

The things I want to talk about
today are the things I found out about
Dave on a personal level. The gentle-
woman from Ohio covered so much of
his life very, very well.

Let me just say Dave really was an
American success story. When he was
about 15 years old, he pretty much was
on his own in Fort Wayne, Indiana. He
dropped out of school. His real parents
he never knew. He was adopted by a
husband and wife. His adoptive mother
died when he was about 12 years old.
His father, because he had to move
around for jobs, had to pretty much
leave Dave in Fort Wayne when he was
15.

Dave, I believe, stayed at the YMCA
and worked as a busboy and worked in
a restaurant there. After he became
manager of the restaurant, as time
went by he was asked if he would like
to come to Columbus, Ohio, and take
over four Kentucky Fried Chicken
franchises for somebody who was about
to go bankrupt. The fellow told him if
you come over here and work with us,
in 3 or 4 years we will either be bank-
rupt or you will own half of the res-
taurants.

Dave was such a natural at this busi-
ness and worked so hard that, after a
time, he sold his interest in those four
Kentucky Fried Chicken franchises for
$1.5 million and became involved, as I
understand it, with Arthur Treacher’s
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Fish and Chips and made some more
money and decided to retire at a very
young age.

But he wanted one good hamburger
restaurant. He said there was not a
really good hamburger restaurant that
he knew of, so he started one and
named it after his daughter, Wendy, in
Columbus, Ohio.

The rest is history. As you know,
that one restaurant, he only wanted
one, ended up being 6,000 restaurants,
many of which he owned and his cor-
poration owned, and many franchised
out to others. Dave became one of the
most successful businessmen in Amer-
ica, and he was a high school dropout.

He owned two jet planes, he had golf
courses, he had radio stations, he had
everything. He was just an amazing
story. In fact, he won the Horatio Alger
Award, which, of course, goes to people
who have really been a success and re-
alized the American dream. But not
only that, he was very concerned about
children, as the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) talked about.

When he was a young boy, he did not
have a family. He was on his own. He
knew how important and how valuable
family relationships are to kids, so he
worked and spent his whole life trying
to make sure that children who did not
have parents who were in foster homes
got loving parents.

In his restaurants, if you looked at
the little pads they put out for people
to eat their food off of, all of them told
about how you could adopt a child and
what needed to be done. He even came
to the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms.
PRYCE) and me and worked very hard
to get an adoptive stamp passed by the
Congress and by the Postal Service and
the Postal Stamp Commission that de-
picted children and talked about adop-
tion so that some of the funds raised
from those stamps could go to help
children get adopted and get into lov-
ing homes.

He even started a golf tournament
called the Wendy’s Three Tour Chal-
lenge, where you had the LPGA, the
PGA, and Senior PGA play once a year
with a series of teams; and all the pro-
ceeds from that tournament went to
adoption of children, to his adoption
foundation.

He was truly a wonderful, wonderful
man. His wife, Lorraine, was always
very supportive. I got to know her very
well. She is a wonderful lady; and, Lor-
raine, if you happen to be watching
today, my sympathy goes out to you
and your children. We are all going to
miss Dave. He was a wonderful, won-
derful man.

A little story, an aside: I was playing
golf one day down at Adios, which is a
golf course that he helped found with a
man named Ed Tutweiler, down in
Florida; and Dave was telling me one
day, he said, ‘‘You know, they want me
to do TV commercials, and I don’t
know if I can do those.’’ I said, ‘‘Dave,
I think you would do a good job.’’ I
really did not know, but I was trying to
give him encouragement. And he be-

came one of the best spokesmen in
America for his business.

Everybody in this country knew
Dave Thomas. As a matter of fact, he
would come to Indianapolis; he came
up there to visit a number of times on
a speaking engagement. He came to In-
dianapolis one time, and we were sit-
ting having dinner, when he came up,
we always had dinner together, and two
ladies came over from my congres-
sional district.

They came over to talk to Dave
Thomas and he said, ‘‘Do you know
your Congressman?’’ They said no, and
he introduced my constituents to me.
That is how well known he was. He was
so well known that people knew him,
but they did not even know their own
Congressman. He was just an extraor-
dinary man.

I hope that my statements today tell
Lorraine and the family and all the
people that loved him who are over
there in Dublin, Ohio, at the Wendy’s
headquarters how very much I really
loved this guy. What you saw was what
you got. When you saw him on TV, he
was a lovable guy; and if you got to
know him, as I knew him, you knew he
was a lovable guy, and he really cared
about his fellow man, especially chil-
dren who did not have parents. The
world is going to be a far less place for
all of us now that he is gone. It was a
far better place for all of us as long as
he was here.

The thing that was interesting about
Dave is not only was he concerned
about adoption, but he was concerned
about sending a message to kids that
they ought to get a good education.
When he was in his sixties, he went
back and got his GED; not because he
needed it, but because he wanted to set
an example for children to get a high
school education.

A high school down in Florida where
he lived adopted him and had Dave and
his wife come as the king and queen of
their graduating class at their prom.
Dave went with his tuxedo. Here he
was, 60-some years old, and he and his
wife were the king and queen of the
prom. And do you know what? That
class voted him the most likely to suc-
ceed, and I think it was a good choice.

He was a wonderful man. Dave, I
hope you are up there watching us. We
love you and we miss you. I am sure
that there is a good place in heaven for
you.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
am very pleased to yield 1 minute to
my neighbor, the distinguished gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI), another
friend of Dave Thomas.

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I would
like to thank my colleague for intro-
ducing this resolution. Dave was a spe-
cial person, and it is a privilege for me
to have known Dave and to speak on
this resolution today.
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Much has already been said by the
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE)
and others, and the gentleman from In-

diana (Mr. BURTON). Dave received so
many awards, too many to mention
today. He established the Dave Thomas
Foundation for Adoption, which is in
central Ohio. He did so much not only
for our country and our State, but cer-
tainly our community in Columbus,
Ohio.

Dave was a man that I got to know
when I was in the State legislature. He
certainly did many things that people
are not even aware of. But the Dave
that we meet on TV is the Dave we
meet in person. He is one and the same,
a very simple man.

One of his highlights, as the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON)
said, was after 45 years of leaving high
school, he received and earned his GED
certificate from a high school in Flor-
ida, securing him in his mind as a role
model for students. But we all know
that Dave was a role model. He will be
missed. He leaves a long legacy. He is a
gentle giant and a great American.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it
is my pleasure to yield 3 minutes to
the gentlewoman from Maryland (Mrs.
MORELLA), my distinguished colleague.

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman for yielding me
this time. I certainly do rise in rec-
ognition of David Thomas and support
this resolution honoring his life.

When he passed away on January 8,
the world lost a great advocate for
children. While so many know him as a
dedicated businessman, his greatest ac-
complishment to many of us was the
difference he made in the lives of so
many vulnerable children. I thank the
gentlewoman from Ohio for intro-
ducing this resolution. She indeed
knows full well the values of adoption.
I as a parent who, with my husband,
have raised 9 children, 6 who were the
children of my late sister, have become
a great advocate for Dave Thomas and
for the story and the message that he
told that reached millions.

With his corporate relationships, he
encouraged the practice of adoption in-
centives through employee benefits
plans. Approximately 50,000 children
are adopted nationwide each year. Ac-
cording to the State Department’s an-
nual report, the number of inter-
national adoptions is steadily increas-
ing every year. According to Adoptions
Forever, an adoption agency in Mary-
land, the average cost of adoption for
an international orphan ranges up to
$30,000, while a domestic adoption can
range up to $12,000. Easing the burden
of this cost can make all the difference
for families who are considering adop-
tion, and Dave Thomas worked tire-
lessly to minimize these barriers to
helping children in need.

Almost 10 years ago, he founded the
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption,
which continues to serve as the voice
for the more than 134,000 children in
the public welfare system who are
awaiting permanent homes. His foun-
dation also concentrates on children
who may be harder to place, older kids,
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those in sibling groups, minority chil-
dren, or those with physical or mental
handicaps.

Dave Thomas will be missed in Con-
gress as well. His testimony on adop-
tion tax credits, adoption legislation,
and his advocacy for the creation of
the adoption stamp issued by the U.S.
Postal Service in May of 2000 has been
key in raising necessary awareness and
support. Children have lost a hero in
Dave Thomas, but his legacy will live
on through his foundation, continuing
the mission of ensuring every child has
a permanent and loving home.

Children in need are the responsi-
bility of us all. We owe a great deal to
Dave Thomas for his dedication to that
message. I offer my condolences to his
family and I certainly support this res-
olution, and I encourage my colleagues
to do so. Again, I thank the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) for in-
troducing it, and certainly the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for
handling it on the Democratic side, and
the gentleman from Indiana (Mr. BUR-
TON), and the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. WAXMAN) for having this
come out at this time.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

In closing, I would like to thank the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON),
for giving me the opportunity to ex-
press my admiration for this extraor-
dinary man. I also want to thank the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) for
joining me in honoring Dave’s life.

We have lost a good friend, a good
friend to this country, a good friend to
each of us, and a good friend to so
many children waiting for a home.
While we mourn his loss, we should feel
proud of his accomplishments and em-
powered by his mission. As a society,
we can remember Dave by working to-
wards increasing public awareness of
the need for adoption. As Members of
Congress, we can continue to look for
ways to cut through the red tape that
often stands in the way of encouraging
families to even consider adoption, and
as individuals, we can recognize and
appreciate the power of one man’s de-
termination to make a difference.

Dave once reminded us that children
who do not have families are not some-
body else’s responsibility, they are our
responsibility. If we want to make a
difference in a child’s life, this is where
we must start. Dave’s charisma, pas-
sion, and dedication help lead us on our
way. It is now up to each of us to carry
on Dave’s mission and to continue
fighting for these kids.

Dave, you singlehandedly made this
world a better place. We will miss you.

Mr. CRANE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to ex-
press my strong support for this Resolution
which recognizes Rex David ‘‘Dave’’ Thomas
as one of the hardest working advocates for
child adoption in our great nation.

Adopted shortly after his birth in 1932, Dave
went on to great commercial success after
founding Wendy’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers
in Columbus, Ohio, in 1969. In promoting

Wendy’s, Dave became a national figure rep-
resenting a friendly face, great food, and a
kind sense of humor. On a personal note, I
would be remiss were I not to mention that my
staff and I are particularly grateful to Dave for
the advent of the Wendy’s Frosty. Much more
importantly, however, Dave used his financial
success to promote and advance the cause of
child adoption. It is for that reason that we
honor Dave today.

In 1992, Dave established the Dave Thom-
as Foundation for Adoption to work with na-
tional adoption organizations to promote
awareness and to facilitate child adoption.
From 1990 until 2000, Dave was the national
spokesman for a number of White House
adoption and foster-care initiatives. He was a
most deserving recipient of the distinguished
Angel in Adoption Award from the Congres-
sional Coalition on Adoption, and the Social
Awareness Award from the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that we honor
Dave today with this Resolution, but it is my
belief that we can do Dave no greater honor
than by keeping his legacy alive as we in Con-
gress press on towards the common goal we
shared with Dave: making sure that every
child has the opportunity to grow up in a safe
home with loving parents.

My thoughts and prayers are with Dave’s
family.

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to pay
tribute to a great American, Dave Thomas,
who passed away at the age of 69 on January
8, 2002. I am honored to be an original co-
sponsor of this resolution that honors his life
and expresses the deepest condolences of the
House of Representatives to his family on his
death.

I had the privilege of knowing, working with
and, in fact, representing Dave Thomas in
Congress. But most importantly, I had the
honor of calling Dave my friend.

Dave Thomas was the epitome of the Amer-
ican success story. He worked his way from
humble roots to be an icon of business
achievement. What I admired and respected
most about Dave was what he did with his
success. Inspired by his own experiences as
an adopted child, he poured his heart and his
influence into helping children find families. A
giant in the arena of adoption, Dave gave a
voice to thousands of children looking for lov-
ing homes through his Foundation for Adop-
tion and his contributions to the Dave Thomas
Center for Adoption Law at Capital University.

As the former Chairman of the Human Re-
sources Subcommittee, I had the honor of
having Dave testify before my panel on two
occasions. Dave was both an advocate and
an authority on adoption, whose input was in-
valuable as I drafted legislation to improve
adoption policies. He was a pioneer in devel-
oping adoption friendly corporate practices,
giving his employees who adopted children
special benefits.

I join his family, the House of Representa-
tives and thousands of children around Amer-
ica who are waiting to be adopted, to honor
the life of this great man.

Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of this resolution, and recognize the accom-
plishments and life of Dave Thomas.

Throughout his life, Dave Thomas contin-
ually displayed the qualities and work ethic
that exemplified the American dream. Whether
with his family, friends, or his work, Dave

Thomas always sought to improve the way of
life for those around him. Having been adopt-
ed at a young age, Dave Thomas devoted
much of his life to raising awareness and cre-
ating better opportunities for adopted children
everywhere.

As a fellow restaurateur and small business-
man, I can certainly appreciate the devotion
and hard work necessary to turn the first
Wendy’s Old Fashion Hamburgers in down-
town Columbus, OH, into something people
worldwide know and love. Behind his business
expertise and a promotional campaign driven
by his warm smile, Wendy’s has become a
standard to which all other restaurants must
be compared.

As I travel around Ohio, the birthplace and
home of the Wendy’s tradition, I will be con-
stantly reminded of just how many lives Dave
Thomas has actually touched. Whether I am
visiting one of the several Wendy’s locations
within Ohio’s Seventh Congressional District,
or affixing an Adoption Awareness stamp on
an envelope, Dave Thomas will be in my
thoughts and will be missed dearly.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to express my strong support for
the resolution before us today, which recog-
nizes the valuable contributions of Wendy’s
Founder, R. David Thomas.

Born in 1932 in Atlantic City, New Jersey,
Dave Thomas never knew his birth parents,
and was adopted when he was six weeks
young. One of Dave’s most cherished child-
hood memories was eating out at restaurants.
Thus, as a young man, he committed himself
to opening up his own restaurant where fami-
lies could enjoy eating and spending time to-
gether. On November 15, 1969, Dave Thomas
founded Wendy’s Old-Fashioned Hamburgers
in Columbus, Ohio, and transformed it into
one of the most successful food franchises in
the country.

Mr. Thomas was much more than a suc-
cessful businessman, however. He never for-
got his roots, and he used his financial suc-
cess to promote and advocate the cause of
adoption. In 1990, Former President George
H. W. Bush asked Mr. Thomas to be a
spokesperson for his administration’s adoption
initiative, ‘‘Adoption Works. . .For Everyone.’’
Mr. Thomas gracefully accepted the challenge,
and began to speak out and encourage peo-
ple to consider adoption. The Wendy’s cor-
poration championed adoption as its national
charitable cause, while taking a corporate
leadership role in advancing the cause of
adoption by encouraging other corporations to
offer family leave and adoption benefits to em-
ployees who welcomed and adopted a child
into their family.

In conjunction with National Adoption Month
every November, over 6,000 Wendy’s North
American restaurants undertake an aggressive
advertising campaign advocating the cause of
adoption. These widely successful adoption ef-
forts, such as public service announcements
tray-liners an posters account for approxi-
mately 40 percent of all calls taken at the Na-
tional Adoption Center’s toll free number (1–
800–TO–ADOPT).

Dave’s personal contributions of time,
money and initiative to the cause of adoption
have been equally successful. Dave donated
all of the proceeds from his 1991 autobiog-
raphy Dave’s Way and his 1995 book Well
Done! to the foundation.
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Then in 1992, Mr. Thomas founded The

Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, a non-
profit organization that supports over 134,000
children in America’s foster care system wait-
ing for permanent and loving homes.

Virtually every well-conducted social re-
search study that has examined the impact of
adoption on a child concludes that adoption is
far more preferable than state custody. The
adoption of a child into a traditional two-par-
ent, man and woman family, has profoundly
positive social benefits for the child and family
as well as for our society.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all members of Con-
gress to support the Dave Thomas Resolution.
America has lost an important champion for
children with the death of Dave Thomas. It is
fitting and appropriate that we honor his good
deeds today. We all hope and pray that his
good work will continue on, despite his pass-
ing.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WALDEN). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WELDON) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 336.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

f

HONORING CONTRIBUTIONS OF
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 335) honoring the con-
tributions of Catholic schools.

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 335

Whereas America’s Catholic schools are
internationally acclaimed for their academic
excellence, but provide students more than a
superior scholastic education;

Whereas Catholic schools ensure a broad,
values-added education emphasizing the life-
long development of moral, intellectual,
physical, and social values in America’s
young people;

Whereas the total Catholic school student
enrollment for the 2000–2001 academic year
was 2,647,301, the total number of Catholic
schools is 8,146, and the student-teacher
ratio is 16 to 1;

Whereas Catholic schools provide more
than $17,239,224,112 a year in savings to the
Nation based on the average public school
per pupil cost;

Whereas Catholic schools teach a diverse
group of students and over 25 percent of
school children enrolled in Catholic schools
are minorities;

Whereas the graduation rate of Catholic
school students is 95 percent, only 3 percent
of Catholic high school students drop out of
school, and 83 percent of Catholic high
school graduates go on to college;

Whereas Catholic schools produce students
strongly dedicated to their faith, values,
families, and communities by providing an
intellectually stimulating environment rich
in spiritual, character, and moral develop-
ment; and

Whereas in the 1972 pastoral message con-
cerning Catholic education, the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops stated, ‘‘Edu-

cation is one of the most important ways by
which the Church fulfills its commitment to
the dignity of the person and building of
community. Community is central to edu-
cation ministry, both as a necessary condi-
tion and an ardently desired goal. The edu-
cational efforts of the Church, therefore,
must be directed to forming persons-in-com-
munity; for the education of the individual
Christian is important not only to his soli-
tary destiny, but also the destinies of the
many communities in which he lives’’: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of
Representatives—

(1) supports the goals of Catholic Schools
Week, an event sponsored by the National
Catholic Educational Association and the
United States Catholic Conference and es-
tablished to recognize the vital contribu-
tions of America’s thousands of Catholic ele-
mentary and secondary schools; and

(2) congratulates Catholic schools, stu-
dents, parents, and teachers across the Na-
tion for their ongoing contributions to edu-
cation, and for the key role they play in pro-
moting and ensuring a brighter, stronger fu-
ture for this Nation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TIBERI) and the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.Res. 335.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.
Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize

the contributions of America’s Catho-
lic elementary and secondary schools
and congratulate these schools, stu-
dents, teachers, and parents for the
dedication to education in our country.
I would like to thank the sponsor of
the legislation, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. SCHAFFER) and the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BOEHNER), the
chairman of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, for their
help in bringing this resolution to the
floor today.

This resolution recognizes Catholic
schools and Catholic Schools Week.
This is an event sponsored by the Na-
tional Catholic Education Association
and the United States Catholic Con-
ference and established to recognize
the vital contributions of America’s
Catholic schools.

Catholic schools are widely ac-
claimed for their academic success. I
am fortunate enough, being from cen-
tral Ohio, to have one school in my dis-
trict, a Catholic school, that has been
recognized for that success. They are a
past recipient of the U.S. Department
of Education’s Blue Ribbon Schools
Award for Excellence. This is the high-
est award any private or public school
can achieve. In fact, St. Francis
DeSales, a Catholic high school in Co-

lumbus, is a past recipient of that
award.

But Catholic schools provide much
more than just a superior scholastic
education. They ensure a broad values-
added education emphasizing the life-
long development of a student of
moral, intellectual, physical, and so-
cial values in all of our young people.
They produce students dedicated to
their faith, values and families and
communities. Indeed, they are central
to building a sense of community in
this country that all Americans should
have the opportunity to enjoy.

I am proud, Mr. Speaker, to be an
original cosponsor of this resolution. I
strongly support its adoption.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this resolution. I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today’s resolution rec-
ognizes the contributions of Catholic
schools. Mr. Speaker, I attended Catho-
lic schools. I received a high quality
education from these schools and have
benefited greatly. Children all across
America have benefited from a Catho-
lic education.

Certainly we can all agree that
Catholic schools are a strong and posi-
tive force in American education. For-
tunately, the truly great aspect of
American education is its diversity. We
must have an educational structure
that can provide anyone in any city in
any State with the opportunity to suc-
ceed.

The House’s recent bipartisan sup-
port for the education reforms in H.R.
1, signed into law by President Bush,
have strengthened these opportunities.
The educational recipe for success in
our country certainly includes Catholic
schools, schools with other religious
backgrounds, nonreligious private
schools, along with our public schools.
It is this variety, this diversity that
truly makes American education pow-
erful and helps make American edu-
cation successful in its mission.

Mr. Speaker, today we are recog-
nizing the educational and societal
contributions that Catholic schools
make to our Nation. We must recognize
the importance and value that all
pieces of our educational structure
have in the lives of our children.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I want to
thank the author of this resolution for
bringing it to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I would just like to point out that
Catholic school enrollment continues
to increase in the United States of
America, with more than 2.6 million
students nationwide for this last past
academic year. Catholic schools also
teach a diverse group of students. Over
25 percent of schoolchildren enrolled in
Catholic schools are minorities.

Mr. Speaker, the graduation rate of
Catholic school students is 95 percent,
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