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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. GUTKNECHT).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 16, 2002.

I hereby appoint the Honorable GIL GUT-
KNECHT to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, Healer of body and soul
and Weaver of the fabric of this Nation,
be our Strength both now and in the fu-
ture.

As the House of Representatives con-
venes today, we are mindful that a
year ago we were not only at war
against terrorists who threatened the
health and security of society, but we
faced also the omnslaught of anthrax
within the walls of government here on
Capitol Hill.

Thanks be to you, O God, the battle
of anthrax was won with the respon-
sible and creative work of all who serve
in the Office of the Attending Physi-
cian. We bless You and thank You for

these men and women who care for the
health of Congress and its visitors each
day.

With them, and because of them, let
America lift its voice in grateful praise
for all in the medical profession and all
in medical research; that guided by
Your hand and pervasive ethical stand-
ards this Nation will prove to be the
leader of the world in the field of care
and medicine now and for ages to come.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question are post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KUCINICH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the Speaker
signed the following enrolled joint res-
olution on Tuesday, October 15, 2002:
H.J. Res. 114, to authorize the use of
United States Armed Forces against Iraq.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain unlimited 1-min-
utes.

———

ESTABLISH THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, every
day we are reminded of the need for the
Department of Homeland Security. Re-
cently, the United States Marines were
assaulted and several were killed in a
terrorist ambush off the coast of Ku-
wait; deadly terrorist bombs exploded
in Bali, Indonesia, killing hundreds;
and a sniper is running loose right here
in the District of Columbia.

Terrorism, whether international or
domestic, is an unfortunate reality.
The Department of Homeland Security
can help keep Americans safe by ensur-
ing a coordinated and effective re-
sponse to terrorism.

On July 6, this House passed bipar-
tisan legislation establishing a Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The Presi-
dent supports the House bill because it
allows him the flexibility to meet any
threat.

Now is the time for the Senate to act
and pass this vital legislation for the
protection of all Americans.

———

CONGRESS DID NOT AUTHORIZE
COLONIZATION OF IRAQ OR SEI-
ZURE OF ITS OIL

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, recent
news reports that the administration
plans to seize Iraqi oil and use the
money to set up a military government
in Iraq raise serious questions of the
administration’s intentions in the re-
gion. Congress did not authorize the
colonization of Iraq.

Congress did not authorize the sei-
zure of Iraqi oil. These reports released
the day after the congressional vote
raise serious questions about the ad-
ministration’s intentions for the re-
gion, the completeness of their disclo-
sures to Congress, and the role of cer-
tain oil companies in U.S. foreign pol-
icy.

I believe that had the administration
fully disclosed their plans before the
congressional vote that they intended
not only military occupation but col-
onization and seizure of oil belonging
to the people of Iraq, there may have
been a much different outcome in the
vote.

The resolution passed by Congress
authorizing enforcement of U.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions authorized not
colonization and not taking things
which do not belong to the United
States.

———

HONORING THE LEXINGTON
COUNTY MONUMENT FUND

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the
Lexington County Monument Fund
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which, on Veterans Day, will dedicate
its monument to the veterans of World
War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the home-
front.

This monument is one of the first in
the Nation to recognize jointly the he-
roic efforts of the veterans of these
three crucial war periods. Very impor-
tantly, it is the only one to recognize
the sacrifices in support of the people
back home who worked the farms, built
and furnished equipment and supplies
to the military, and kept family mem-
bers safe.

We are especially honored that Briga-
dier General Paul W. Tibbets, the pilot
of the Enola Gay, will serve as the key-
note speaker at the dedication cere-
mony.

This monument is the result of the
tireless efforts of Mr. THOMAS
Comerford, chairman of the Monument
Committee and Clerk of Court for Lex-
ington County.

I would also like to pay special rec-
ognition to Mr. James St. Clair of Gas-
ton, who provided invaluable assist-
ance.

———————

THE ECONOMY

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, while the
President and his Republican col-
leagues continue to focus their atten-
tion on foreign policy, they regretfully
leave behind a very important issue,
one that affects millions of families
across the country; that is, the econ-
omy. In the past 2 years 1.6 million
people have lost their jobs, and 1.4 mil-
lion more people lost their health care
insurance last year alone. Americans
have lost over $4.5 million in the stock
market since this President took of-
fice.

The massive Republican tax cut
passed last year was supposed to help
working families. It actually left us in
a major recession.

We need to increase the minimum
wage. We need to extend unemploy-
ment insurance for the hardest-work-
ing people in our country that lost
their jobs because of this recession. Un-
employment is at 5.5, and among His-
panics in our country it is a staggering
7.4 percent. In my district alone it is 10
percent.

This problem is real, and it is seri-
ous. We need to get to work on it. I ask
Congress and the President to stop ig-
noring this issue and to come up with
an economic stimulus plan for working
families.

——
THE STATE OF THE U.S. ECONOMY

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak about the declining
state of our economy. What has hap-
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pened to our economy in these past 2
years? It is devastating. Health care
costs and prescription drug costs are
up. Employees are seeing their hard-
earned retirement and 401(k) savings
evaporate.

Despite these economic hardships,
the Republicans continue to support
big corporate interests, ignoring the
economic troubles of America’s work-
ing families. It is time that we call
upon this administration and this Re-
publican House to acknowledge, to ac-
knowledge the serious economic dif-
ficulties that we now face.

We must stop draining the Social Se-
curity Trust Fund, and we must pass a
Medicare prescription drug benefit that
lowers drug prices and helps all sen-
iors. We must get this economy moving
in the right direction, and it is my
hope that my colleagues will join me in
trying to ease the economic strain fac-
ing American families.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on the motion to suspend the
rules on which a recorded vote or the
yeas and nays are ordered, or on which
the vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Any record vote on the postponed
question will be taken after debate has
concluded on the motion to suspend
the rules, but not before 2 p.m. today.

———

HEALTH CARE SAFETY NET
AMENDMENTS OF 2002

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the Sen-
ate bill (S. 1533) to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize and
strengthen the health centers program
and the National Health Service Corps,
and to establish the Healthy Commu-
nities Access Program, which will help
coordinate services for the uninsured
and underinsured, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

S. 1533

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Health Care Safety Net Amendments of
2002,

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
TITLE I—CONSOLIDATED HEALTH
CENTER PROGRAM AMENDMENTS
Sec. 101. Health centers.
Sec. 102. Telemedicine; incentive grants re-
garding coordination among
States.
TITLE II—-RURAL HEALTH
Subtitle A—Rural Health Care Services Out-
reach, Rural Health Network Development,
and Small Health Care Provider Quality

Improvement Grant Programs

Sec. 201. Grant programs.
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