September 17, 2002

COMMUNICATION FROM MINORITY
COUNSEL, SUBCOMMITTEE ON
CRIMINAL JUSTICE, DRUG POL-
ICY AND HUMAN RESOURCES,
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT
REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Julian A. Haywood, Mi-
nority Counsel, Subcommittee on
Criminal Justice, Drug Policy and
Human Resources, Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT REFORM,
Washington, DC, September 16, 2002.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for testimony
before a general court martial of the United
States.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations
required by Rule VIII.

Sincerely,
JULIAN A. HAYWOOD,
Minority Counsel.

———

SEMIANNUAL REPORT DETAILING
TELECOMMUNICATIONS PAY-
MENTS MADE TO CUBA—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations:

To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 1705(e)(6) of
the Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as
amended by section 102(g) of the Cuban
Liberty and Democratic Solidarity
(LIBERTAD) Act of 1996, 22 U.S.C.
6004(e)(6), I transmit herewith a semi-
annual report prepared by my Adminis-
tration detailing payments made to
Cuba by United States persons as a re-
sult of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services pursuant to Depart-
ment of the Treasury specific licenses.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 17, 2002.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia
(Ms. NORTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Ms. NORTON addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a

previous order of the House, the gen-
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tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FILNER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. FILNER. addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. PHELPS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PHELPS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

RECORD INCREASE IN PUBLIC
DEBT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAYLOR)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, last week the President of the
United States went to Ohio and men-
tioned repeatedly that what this Con-
gress needed was a budget. I agree. 1
wish he had included one more word in
that, what this Congress needs is a
“‘balanced” budget.

See, Mr. Speaker, last year this Con-
gress, when there was still a Repub-
lican majority in the other body and a
Republican majority in this body, gave
the President his budget and gave the
President his tax breaks. They passed
both bodies by a fairly narrow margin,
but they did indeed become law and the
President signed them into law.

As a result of that budget, our Na-
tion’s debt has increased by
$440,605,894,921 in the past 12 months.
To put that into perspective, our Na-
tion is now $6,210,481,675,956 in debt.

What is particularly disturbing about
that is that as our President ponders
sending the young men and women in
uniform off to fight, most of whom are
23 years old or younger, I think it is
particularly significant that in the
lifetime of those soldiers and sailors
who are 23 years of age or younger, our
Nation’s debt has increased by over $5
trillion. What is particularly bad about
that is, just like any individual who
has a credit card, as long as we owe
that money, we have to pay interest on
it. The single largest expenditure of
this Nation is not welfare, it is not
food stamps, it is not veterans’ health
care, it is not building highways, it is
not defending the Nation. It is squan-
dered on interest on the national debt.
We squander $1 billion a day. That is
1,000 times 1,000 times 1,000 every day is
squandered on the national debt.

Mr. Bush, I know that all of us are
our fathers’ sons. All of us are proud of
our dads, and you should be particu-
larly proud of your dad. After all, he
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was the President of the United States.
One of the things your dad did not do
well was controlling the deficit when
he was President. As a matter of fact,
the largest deficit in our Nation’s his-
tory took place during the fiscal year
of 1991, when your dad was President.
In that year, our Nation borrowed $432
billion. That is 1,000 times 1,000 times
1,000 times 432 to make ends meet.

I regret to tell you, Mr. Bush, that
you are on the way to breaking your
dad’s record; that in all probability, at
the end of this year, you will have bor-
rowed, with your budget passed
through a Republican Senate and Re-
publican House, more than that $432
billion. So as you go to Ohio and tell
folks that we need a balanced budget, I
would only ask as one of 435 Members
of this House that you include the word
“balanced’ budget.

Why do you not use your incredible
popularity to ask the American people
to get their Congressmen to support a
constitutional amendment to balance
the budget, so that this generation
does not burden the next generation
with our bills? After all, no mom or
dad would go buy a house and say, ‘I
don’t care what it costs, because I am
going to stick my child with that bill
when they hit 40 years of age, when
they reach the maximum income
years.”

None of us would go out and buy a
fancy car, and say, ‘‘By the way, bill it
to my grandchildren, whether they are
born or not.”

That is precisely what this Nation
has been doing, particularly for the
last 23 years, when it borrowed $5 tril-
lion.

On an aside, Mr. Bush, you made a
very compelling case to the UN last
Thursday, and I am in agreement; you
have now convinced me that our Na-
tion will be at war unless the Iraqis
back down. If that is the case, then I
must insist as a Member of Congress
that the wise thing for our Nation to
do would be to call up the Guard and
Reserve. Over one-half of the force of
the United States of America is in the
Guard and Reserve.

If there is going to be a war, then I
subscribe to former General and now
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s the-
ory of the overwhelming use of force,
and we cannot have the overwhelming
use of force if the Guard and Reserve is
not called up.

If we are going to do this, let us do
this right. The best way to minimize
American casualties is to use over-
whelming force, and that has to in-
clude the calling up of the Guard and
Reserves. If this is going to be a war,
then it is going to be everybody’s war,
and the way you make it everyone’s
war is including the National Guard
and the various branches of the Re-
serves in the effort.

I would also hope that this body has
an opportunity to vote on it. But, prior
to that vote, I would highly rec-
ommend that the Guard and Reserve be
called up, because the Iraqis watch
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Cable News Network also, and I think
as an American people, we should ex-
pect attacks on American soil through
acts of terror from the minute that
that vote is taken, and we should be
prepared for that as a Nation. The only
way to be prepared for that as a Nation
is to have the Guard and Reserve called
up.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All
Members are reminded that their re-
marks in debate should be addressed to
the Chair. It is not in order to direct
remarks directly to the President of
the United States.

————
BALANCING THE BUDGET

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. STENHOLM. Mr. Speaker, I want
to continue on the general thesis of the
concern that many of us have on this
side of the aisle, that we seemingly
have forgotten about budgets and bal-
anced budgets and we seem to not be
willing to talk about the deficits that
are now occurring. That is very alarm-
ing.

As you know, last year this body
passed a budget, an economic game
plan. There seems to be a great reluc-
tance to change that plan, which
means that we are now willingly going
to be endorsing deficits as far as the
eye can see.

We on this side on the Blue Dog Cau-
cus have repeatedly offered to work in
a bipartisan way with our friends on
the other side of the aisle and with the
administration to come up with a new
budget plan. But there seems to be no
desire whatsoever to do so.

We now are very concerned, because
at the end of this month the few re-
maining budget rules that have worked
fairly good over the most recent period
of time when we did achieve a balanced
budget, pay-go, simply saying if you
are going to increase spending you
have got to find some cut somewhere
else, expire. If you are going to cut
taxes, you have got to find somewhere
else to pay for it. It has worked pretty
good, when the spirit of this body was
behind it.

Now, Mr. Speaker, there seems to be
no willingness of the leadership of this
House to pass these budget enforce-
ment rules so that they might at least
be enforced, and some would say so
they can be ignored, which is basically
what we have been doing in this body
all year. The rules we have, we ignore
them and we pass a rule over the objec-
tion of the minority.

The Committee for a Responsible
Federal Budget makes a very compel-
ling argument that we should stop
blaming the other body for what they
are not doing and just us do our job. It
would seem that it would make a lot
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more sense to all of us in this body if
we passed all 13 appropriation bills.
Then we would have something to be
concerned about, whether the Senate
does or does not pass a budget.

[ 1930

But we seemingly are not going to be
able to pass the 13 appropriation bills,
but some of us seem perfectly willing
to find somebody to blame. I was re-
minded a long time ago when you are
pointing the finger of blame at some-
one else, there are always three point-
ing back at you; and we need to be re-
minded and we are going to take to the
floor quite often over the next several
days and remind everyone of the mul-
titude of budget votes, lockbox votes
that we voted in this body almost
unanimously that no one was going to
touch the Social Security surplus. We
are. And as far as the eye can see, we
are going to be doing it again.

Running up debt, we increased our
Nation’s debt by $450 billion in a vote
last year. We are going to have to do it
again early next year because, as the
gentleman from Mississippi (Mr. TAY-
LOR) pointed out, our public debt out-
standing has now gone to $6.210 tril-
lion. That is an increase of $440 billion,
and I said increase because seemingly
when you read the press and you read
the rhetoric of what we are attempting
to be told that it is not that bad, it is
that bad. It is a serious problem, and it
goes far beyond the war on terrorism.

CBO says the impact of September 11
represents only about 11 percent of the
total deterioration of the surplus since
last year, and now we are being told
that we are going to possibly be in an-
other war, that the estimated cost now
ranges somewhere between 100 and $200
billion. We should spend some time, in-
stead of doing what we seem to be
doing here this week, very few votes of
substance, very few discussions, no
bills being proposed to put the pay-go
rules and putting some budget dis-
cipline back into our budget, no one
talking about a budget, no one talking
about a new budget, which means that
somebody ought to come on this floor
and defend the budget that we are now
under.

Come on this floor and honestly talk
about the fact that we have borrowed
in the last 12 months $440 billion; $440
billion that we have borrowed. We owe
the Social Security trust fund $1.3 tril-
lion. We owe Medicare $263 billion. We
owe the military retirement fund $164
billion. We owe the civil service retire-
ment and disability fund $535 billion,
and we are increasing that. I do not
think that is the kind of a budget con-
fidence vote that the markets are look-
ing at or that anyone is looking at
today.

I would conclude my remarks by say-
ing Congress and the President need to
come up with a new budget and eco-
nomic game plan to deal with the
changes in our budgetary outlook and
deal with the new circumstances facing
this country. To do otherwise is fis-
cally irresponsible.

September 17, 2002

IMPLEMENTING A LONG-TERM
BUDGET PLAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. BoYD) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOYD. Mr. Speaker, I want to
follow up on the themes that were de-
veloped by the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. TAYLOR) and the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. STENHOLM).

Mr. Speaker, we are less than 2 weeks
away from the end of the fiscal year,
and it is rapidly becoming very clear
that the leadership of the House, this
House of Representatives, has painted
itself into a corner. How do we imple-
ment a responsible long-term budget
plan? How do we extend the current
budget enforcement rules that help
control discretionary spending and re-
quire offsets for mandatory spending
and new tax cuts? These budget en-
forcement rules are set to expire on Oc-
tober 1. How do we enact the 13 annual
appropriations bills in regular order?

All of these questions must be an-
swered by the House leadership if we
are going to stem the flow of red ink
and put the Federal budget back on the
path to balance. Unfortunately, the
only solution that the House leadership
seems to have is to pretend that these
deadlines do not exist. This is not a
workable solution.

The Blue Dog Coalition has offered to
work with the Republican leadership to
develop bipartisan answers to these
questions by establishing a viable long-
term budget, extending the budget en-
forcement rules to control both the tax
side and the spending side of the Fed-
eral budget, and to develop a road map
to enact the appropriations bills in a
fiscally responsible manner. We have
offered in the past to work with the
leadership, and we do that again this
week.

First, Congress and the President
need to make tough choices to address
the changes in the budget outlook. The
President has an obligation to lead in
proposing a game plan to deal with the
changed circumstances and to put the
budget back on a path to balance with-
out using the Social Security surplus.
Right now under the President’s budg-
et, we will be borrowing from the So-
cial Security trust fund until at least
2009. Given that the House of Rep-
resentatives has voted seven times
since I have been in this House in 5%
years to protect the Social Security
trust fund by placing it in a lockbox, it
is simply unacceptable to borrow the
Social Security trust fund for the next
8 years to operate the general revenue
side of the government. This is why we
must sit down in a bipartisan manner
and develop realistic tax and spending
levels that will put us back on the
glide path to a balanced budget.

Next, we must extend the budget
caps which are set to expire, the provi-
sions of the Budget Enforcement Act of
1990, which were adopted on a bipar-
tisan basis expire, as I said earlier, on
October 1. Unless we renew our budget
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