
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5460 July 25, 2002
who is knowledgeable who is not to-
tally compromised like Mr. Pitt? The
President must replace Mr. Pitt if we
are going to really get tough about cor-
porate scandals and get a real reform.

f

ENCOURAGE CLEAN, RENEWABLE
ALTERNATIVE ENERGIES

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion needs a comprehensive energy pol-
icy, and this Chamber passed H.R. 4,
Securing America’s Future Energy
Act, nearly one year ago. Among its
many sensible and necessary energy
policy provisions, this bill included in-
centives for the production of geo-
thermal energy.

Nevada is literally the heart, the cen-
ter, of the geothermal energy in the
western part of our Nation. Unfortu-
nately most of these valuable resources
are located far underneath public land,
and with over 87 percent of Nevada’s
land managed by the Federal Govern-
ment, Nevada’s potential to provide
clean energy to the West is severely in-
hibited.

It is time that we unlock these re-
sources and encourage the production
of clean and renewable alternative en-
ergies. I urge the Conference Com-
mittee to report a comprehensive en-
ergy bill that meets our Nation’s 21st
century needs by actively encouraging
the production of geothermal and other
alternative energies.

f

PREVENTING CHILD ABDUCTIONS

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, we con-
tinue to see a great deal about child
abductions in the news. That is good.
Not all children have to be abducted,
and all of the abductions do not have
to end in the difficulties that we have
seen in our news recently. So I rise
today to urge parents to make sure
that they know how to prevent child
abductions and what to do when they
occur. On May 23, the National Missing
Children’s Day, the National Center for
Missing and Exploited Children and its
partner, ADVO, released a survey that
showed some parents lack information
critical to recovering children who
have been abducted. The survey showed
results that many parents are missing
opportunities to help prevent those ab-
ductions.

According to law enforcement offi-
cials, information such as height,
weight, eye color and a recent photo-
graph are critically important when
searching for a missing child.

However, the survey shows that 22
percent of parents do not know the
height, weight and eye color for their
children. In the event of an emergency,
it is critical for parents to have readily
available their child’s accurate phys-

ical description and a recent photo-
graph so law enforcement can act im-
mediately and effectively.

I would like to emphasize that par-
ents should make sure that they have a
portrait ID-like photo, and I encourage
parents throughout the Nation to take
a moment and make sure that they
have this vital information readily
available, in the unlikely event their
child should go missing.

f

BLOOD DRIVE HONORING THE
HON. FLOYD SPENCE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week the American Red
Cross will host a blood drive in mem-
ory of my friend, mentor, and prede-
cessor, the late Representative Floyd
Spence. His historic double lung trans-
plant in 1988 by Dr. Shehadri Raju of
Jackson, Mississippi, as well as his kid-
ney transplant he received from his
son, David, enabled him to provide con-
summate leadership to South Carolina
and the Nation. His surgeries would not
have been possible without volunteer
blood donations.

Every second, someone in America
depends upon a life-saving volunteer
blood donation. In addition to organ
transplant recipients, blood is used
every day for children with sickle cell
anemia, cancer patients, and trauma
victims.

I would like to thank the Congress-
man’s beloved widow, Mrs. Debbie
Spence, for her generous involvement
with this blood drive, and I would also
like to recognize Ms. Laura Haas and
Mr. Noah Simon for organizing this
crucial event.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues and staff to visit the Rayburn
foyer today and tomorrow between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. to give the gift of life.

f

CALIFORNIA SETS THE STANDARD
FOR AUTO EMISSIONS

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, California set a revolutionary
precedent in the effort to curb carbon
pollution and greenhouse gases. Gov-
ernor Gray Davis signed into law legis-
lation that will for the first time re-
duce the amount of emissions coming
from the tailpipes of all passenger ve-
hicles sold in the State of California.

Carbon dioxide is one of the main
contributors to global warming, and 59
percent of California’s carbon dioxide
comes from vehicle pollution. With
this law, California joins a long-
standing and successful effort by na-
tions throughout the world to combat
the gradual and the devastating warm-
ing of the earth’s atmosphere.

I want to commend the California
State legislators, agencies, environ-

mentalists, and organizations from all
over the country for coming together
in the tireless effort to see that this
initiative becomes law in California.

Once again, California is at the fore-
front of environmental protection, and
I hope that the rest of the Nation will
look to this new law as the standard
when adopting their own air quality
priorities.

f

PASS CORPORATE
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, as the mar-
kets struggle under the weight of bil-
lowing examples of corporate greed and
fraud over the past several months,
yesterday there were finally signs of
hope.

President Bush and law enforcement
officials have acted decisively against
corporate crooks. It seems as though
the markets are responding. A single
day rally almost set an all-time record
in the Dow Jones industrial average
yesterday. Investors are coming back,
confidence is rising.

Mr. Speaker, now it is our turn to in
this body set aside partisan politics
and bickering and pass the bipartisan
corporate accountability legislation
that will bring to this floor tough new
standards, tough new criminal meas-
ures against corporate crooks. Right-
eousness exalts a Nation. Let us bring
new standards with old values in this
new corporate accountability act, and
further strengthen the confidence of
the American people in the American
economy and in the American dream.

f

CONGRESS MUST CHECK RAW
POWER OF EXECUTIVE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, when
Members of Congress take an oath to
defend the Constitution of the United
States, that includes defending article
I, section 8 which says that only Con-
gress shall have the power to declare
war.

The administration is proceeding
with plans to invade Iraq, first with an
air attack and then with an invasion of
250,000 ground troops. Yet there has
been no consultation with this Con-
gress, there has been no debate in this
Congress, and there has been no vote in
this Congress.

The American constitutional experi-
ence relies on a separation of power. It
depends upon Congress being willing to
check the raw exercise of power by the
executive. Wake up, Congress. We are
on the verge of a major war in Iraq and
the administration is ignoring our Con-
stitution. Wake up, America. Our sons
and daughters are about to be called to
fight a war in Iraq, without any debate,
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without any sense of purpose, without
any sense of direction, and with grave
jeopardy.

f

b 1015

NO RUSH ON HOMELAND
SECURITY

(Mr. DUNCAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, I know
the new Homeland Security Depart-
ment is going to pass with almost no
dissenting votes, but it really is sad
that we have to create a new cabinet
level department just to get govern-
ment agencies to cooperate with each
other. Really it will just make the gov-
ernment bigger, more bureaucratic,
more expensive and no safer.

Many syndicated columnists are now
questioning the rush here. Dan
Thomasson in the Scripps Howard
News Service, in the Scripps Howard
papers all over the country, said the
last thing the Nation needs now is a
half-baked Department of Homeland
Security removed from the oven too
quickly because of obvious political
considerations. He said this is a monu-
mental task that if not carefully and
cautionly tended could produce an un-
wieldy, overblown bureaucracy that
would worsen the situation and leave
the country even more vulnerable than
it is now.

I hope that we will heed these words
of Dan Thomasson and not make the
problem worse than it is now.

f

VOTE ‘‘NO’’ ON FAST TRACK

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
under enormous pressure from de-
frauded investors, the Republican lead-
ership has finally and reluctantly
agreed to bring a strong accounting
bill to the floor today. Passage of this
bill will make America’s corporations
more accountable and will restore con-
fidence and investor faith in our mar-
kets. I urge my colleagues to support
it.

But, Mr. Speaker, completion of the
conference report on Fast Track this
week also appears to be a strong possi-
bility. Fast Track—the biggest gift of
all to overpaid CEOs in providing more
opportunity for corporate abuse. Fast
Track has been made even worse since
its passage in the other body. The Day-
ton-Craig amendment will be elimi-
nated, TAA and health care benefits
are not nearly enough and less than
promised, and there is still no core
labor and environmental standards.

Mr. Speaker, it would be highly iron-
ic if on the day this House finally made
corporations tow the line that Repub-
licans then turn around and give cor-
porate America the biggest prize of all.
Vote ‘‘no’’ on the Fast Track con-
ference report.

INTRODUCTION OF ‘‘INSTANT
REPLAY’’ BUDGET LEGISLATION

(Mr. GEKAS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, the Con-
gress once again is facing the fiscal
train wreck that seems to come about
every October 1, the end of the fiscal
year, when the Congress has not fin-
ished its appropriations cycle and we
are left with a device, a tricky device,
called the continuing resolution to
continue doing business until a budget
can be put into place.

Again, we are introducing here today
a bill that could end this kind of crisis,
this potential shutdown of government,
once and for all. We have attempted it
for 10, 12 years now. It passed once, but
then President Clinton vetoed it. This
bill calls for an instant replay that
would occur on October 1 on those ap-
propriations bills that have not been
completed by the end of the fiscal year,
September 30. The reason that it has
not passed in my judgment and signed
into law is because it makes good, com-
mon sense. In other words, after Sep-
tember 30, for the appropriations bills
that are yet to be completed, instant
replay comes into play. Last year’s
budget becomes automatic until the
appropriators can come up with a new
budget. I urge support.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON
SARBANES-OXLEY

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, today we will be enacting the
Sarbanes-Oxley Act, a historic over-
haul of financial services oversight.
But I am saddened by the crisis that
brought us here. Today my heart goes
out to all the innocent workers who
have lost their jobs and the investors
whose pensions have been pillaged.

Out of this calamity we have pro-
duced the strongest legislative reac-
tion to a business scandal since Frank-
lin Roosevelt was President. It is a tri-
umph over incredibly powerful special
interest lobbying and includes world-
changing reforms for U.S. companies. I
have high confidence in our free mar-
ket system. We have been through
other market declines, insider training
scandals in the eighties, and the S&L
crisis. Our system is the best at gener-
ating economic growth, jobs, and re-
wards initiative and innovation.

The Sarbanes-Oxley bill is an impor-
tant step toward restoring investor
confidence and transparency in our
system.

f

CONGRATULATING BARBARA BYRD
BENNETT, CEO OF CLEVELAND
SCHOOLS

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House

for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I
stand this morning to congratulate the
CEO of the Cleveland municipal school
district. Her name is Barbara Byrd
Bennett. Why am I up here? Because
they attempted to take her away from
the city of Cleveland after all the good
work she has done over the past few
years. I am proud to stand here on the
floor of the House to celebrate the
work that she has done, to look at the
improved schools that we have, to
know that as a result of her work we
have got a new issue 14 that was
passed, we will be building some 48 new
schools in the city of Cleveland and
renovating about 50.

We have not built a new school in
Cleveland in 20 years. Our school sys-
tem is doing better. Our students are
doing better. I salute Barbara Byrd
Bennett, our CEO, and thank her for
staying in Cleveland and pledge my
support as well.

f

CORPORATE ACCOUNTABILITY
AND HOMELAND SECURITY

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, the mis-
conduct at Enron was apparent as this
House met not this morning, but at the
beginning of the year. Yet, as in pre-
vious years, the House Republican
leadership avoided doing anything
meaningful about it. Finally today, we
have overcome their continued ob-
structionism to take up the Sarbanes-
LaFalce bill, the first genuine action
to stop corporate wrongdoing. How
tragic that so many investors and so
many hard-working employees had to
suffer while this leadership protected
Kenny-boy and its other corporate
pals.

And even as we gather today to take
our first action, this same crowd that
would yield on one reform after an-
other is now trying to misuse the
Homeland Security bill to offer new
ways to protect corporations who
wrong people in our communities
across the country, and even to go so
far as to authorize government con-
tracts to be issued to politically power-
ful corporations who abandon their
American citizenship and leave our
country. We must prevent this mis-
conduct from happening.

f

THE RISING FEDERAL DEBT

(Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I am sorry that you left the
floor, because I would like to remind
you that on your watch, our Nation has
now squandered a trillion dollars on in-
terest on the national debt. That is a
thousand times a thousand times a
thousand times a thousand. Did not
educate a kid, did not build a road, did
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